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PEEFAOE. 



TT has been my endeavor, in writing this book, to tell the 
-■- story of Connecticut in a way that would be interesting, 
both to young and old. I trust it will meet the approval of 
the teadiers in our public schools, who have felt the need 
of a history of the State suitable for use in the classroom, 
and for general reference ; and I also indulge the hope that 
it may be helpful in making this history better known in the 
homes of our Commonwealth. My work has been that of 
selection rather than discovery. The materials at hand have 
been so abundant, that I could give but little space to many 
interesting episodes. By placing notes at the end of the 
chapters, which I have made short, I have sought to throw 
light on the text, that would explain matters that might 
otherwise have been obscure. 

To those who may think I have given undue attention to 
the period of the French wars, I would commend the words 
of Dr. Bushnell, in his ^' Historical Estimate of Connecti- 
cut," where he says, " We are accustomed to speak of the 
wars of the Revolution ; but these earlier wars, so little 
remembered, Were far more adventurous, and required 
stouter endurance." 

The facts contained in this volume have been gathered 
from many sources. Besides a large number of town and 
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VI PREFACE. 

county narratives, I have constantly consulted the histories 
of Trumbull, HoUister, Barber, Atwater, Palfrey, Bancroft, 
and Lodge. I desire, however, in this connection, to make 
special mention of the published volumes of the Colonial 
Records of the State, which have made available the most 
valuable and exact sources of historical information. Con- 
necticut has been fortunate in the services rendered by J. 
Hammond Trumbull, LL.D., and Mr. Charles J. Hoadley, 
in editing these records. 

It remains for me to express my thanks to those who have 
so kindly given me personal assistance. I am under great 
obligation to Mr. VanName, the efficient librarian of Yale 
University ; and Mr. Hoadley, our State librarian, who has 
called my attention to facts of peculiar interest. Henry 
Holt & Co. of New York, Brown & Gross of Hartford, the 
Rev. Edward E. Atwater of New Haven, and others, have 
extended favors in the matter of maps and illustrations that 
are gratefully acknowledged. 

In conclusion, I make mention, with peculiar feeling, of 

the kindness of my friend, Mr. Joseph R. French, principal 

of the Skinner School, New Haven, at whose suggestion this 

work was undertaken, and who has aided me in many ways 

during its pix)gress. 

E. B. SANFORD. 

WE8TBBOOK, May 27, 1887. 
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HISTORY OF CONl^EOTIOUT. 



CHAPTER I. 

1614. 

THE INDIANS OF CONNECTICUT. 

SOON after Henry Hudson exploi-ed the beautifal river 
that bears his name, Adrian Block, another Dutch navi- 
gator, followed him on a trading-voyage. He had loaded 
his ship with bear-skins, and was about to sail homeward, 
when the vessel caught 
fire, and he was com- 
pelled to land on the 
island where the city of 
New York now stands. 

During the following 
winter his men built a 
small yacht ; and in the 
spring he sailed through 
Hellgate, and, skirting 
the shore, discovered the 

Housatonic, which he ^ bark of tub ^EVENTEENru century. 
called the river of Red 

Hills. From thence he sailed east, and entered the Connec- 
ticut River, which he explored for some distance. He saw 
parties of Pequots, and found an Indian tribe near the site 
of Wethersfield, and another just above Hartford. The 
Dutch tradei-8, for a number of years after this, made fre- 
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12 HISTORY OF CONNECTICUT. [l614. 

quent triiis along the shore of the Souud, and carried on 
a brisk trade with the Indians in furs. They also visited 
the charming valley through which flowed the river whose 
Indian name, Connecticut (Long River), was to designate the 
commonwealth, the foundations of which were soon to be laid 
in this wiUlerness. 

The teiTitory included in the present boundaries of the 
State was, at this time, occupied by small bodies of Indians 
who wei-c connected with indei)endent tribes that were gen- 
erally hostile to evei7 other.^ River Indians^ was the name 
given to the Red men who dwelt on the banks of the Con- 
necticut. Very little is known of those who lived in the 
forests west of the nver ; * but the eastern 
part of the State was the home of two 
I)owerful tribes, the Pequots and the 
Mohegans. 

With the exception of tlie meadows which 
here and there bordered the larger stix^ams 
and the shoix^ of the Sound, the hills and 
valleys were covercd with a dense forest 
growth. The Indians cleared a few places 
for their hunting-grounds ; and the grass 
ARROWHEAD. ^^*^^ S^^w lu tfacsc »\x>is YfBs bumcd, with 
tlie underbrush of the forests, by fires that 
were kindleil for this purpose, in the autumn. 

Many of llie Indians, living in small collections of wig- 
wams, were aecustome<l to remove twice a year ; in winter 
seeking sunny and sheltered spots, and at other seasons 
visiting the shores of the Sound and the banks of the larger 
streams and lakes. Wikl animals were numerous in the 
forests, and birds and water-fowl were abundant. 

The Indian men were tall, athletic, and graceful in their 
movements, but lacked endurance. The skins of wild ani- 
mals fnniished their dress ; and the chiefs wore costly and 
beautiful belts of curiously wrought shells, of varied colors. 
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1614.] THE INDIANS OP CONNECTICUT. 13 

Proud and haughty in bearing, they cherished a cruel and 
implacable spirit towards their enemies ; and, never asking 
mercy when captured by their foes, they suffered the most 
excruciating torments with stoi- 
cal composure. When they were 
not upon the warpath, they 
s()ent their time in hunting, fish- 
ing, and lazy enjoyment. The women did all the heavy 
manual lalK)r, turning the sod, plantuig tlie corn, and crush- 
ing it, when harvested, with a stone pestle in a hollowed 
rock. 

The furniture of the wigwams, besides blankets of skins, 
consisted of a few cooking-vessels of wood and stone, 

knives fashioned 
of shells, and axes 
and chisels made 
of stone. The 
weapons used in 
hunting and war- 
fare were wrought with much skill and care. Sassafras 
was the favorite woo<l for making bows, that were strung 
with the sinews of the deer or with hempen strings. Keeds 
fi-om the swamps largely furnished the arrows, that were 
loaded with pieces of flint, stone, or bone sharpened to a 
ix>int. Their most cruel weaiwn, the tonuihawk, was a short 
club of hard wood terminat- 
ing in a heavy knob. InN^5 

Besides fish and game, the 
natives ate the nuts, roots, 
and berries which grew wi Ul . vakok. 

Indian com was a favorite 

ai'ticle of food ; and they also raised the squash, the pump- 
kin, and the bean. A hoe made of a clam-shell or a moose's 
shoulder-blade was the only implement they employed in 
then- work in the field. In fishing they used hooks made 



m 



M 



UATCUKT AMU CLUB. 




Digitized 



by Google 



14 



HISTORY OF CONNECTICUT. 



[1614. 



of the sharpened bones of fishes or birds. Their lines and 
rude nets were fashioned of the twisted fibres of the dog- 
banc or the sinews of the deer. 

They cooked their meat by roasting it before a fire on the 
point of a stick, and also by broiling it on hot coals or 
stones. Sometimes they boiled it in their vessels of stone. 
Corn was prepared in several ways ; and, when boiled alone, 
was called hominy^ and when mixed with beans, succotash. 

Morally and intellectually, the Indian was degraded and 
stupid. The ties of family and parental affection were 
feeble and easily broken. The men were lazy and improvi- 
dent, and the women were the miserable slaves of these 
brute lords of creation. Altogether, the Indians, whom our 
fathers found in the wilds of Connecticut, were a low and 
savage race. 



1 Indians were namerons at Sims- 
bary, New Hartford, and Parmington. 
Along the shore of the Sound, there 
were small tribes; at Guilford, Bran- 
ford, and New Haven. Near the mouth 
of the Housatonic River, they built a 
strong fort as a defence against the Mo- 
hawks. There were two clans in Derby : 
the one at Paugusset, about four miles 
below the month of the Naugatuck River, 
erected a strong fort. At Mllford and 
Stratford the Indians were numerous. 
There were several tribes in Stamford, 
and two small clans in Norwalk. The 
neighborhood about Woodbury was a 
favorite resort of several tril>es. The 
number of Indians in Connecticut at the 
time of its settlement, was probably 
about sixteen thousand. 

* RiVEB Indians. They were small 
bands scattered at different points alont( 
the liver. They suffered from the at- 
tacks of the Mohawks from the West, 
and the Pequots from the East. For this 
reason they were anxious to have the 



English come Into the valley. They sent 
some of their number all of the way 
to Boston to ask for help against the 
Pequots, and promised to give the English 
land if they would come and live among 
them. This visit called the alleutlon of 
the colonists for the first time to Con- 
necticut. 

3 The Indians in the western part 
of the State were tributary to the Mo. 
hawks. If they neglected to pay their 
tribute, the Mohawks would plunder, 
destroy, and carry them away captive. 
The cry " A Mohawk ! a Mohawk!" was 
sufficient to arouse the greatest alarm 
and fear. After the Euglish came, tlie In- 
dians in this neighborhood, if they could 
not take refuge in their forts, would flee 
into the homes of the settlers: but the 
Mohawks would pursue, and sometimes 
kill them in the presence of the family. 
If the doors were shut, they would not 
attempt to open them by force ; and they 
never did the least injury to the Eug- 
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CHAPTER II. 

1631-1636. 

THE FIRST SETTLEMENT OF CONNECTICUT. 

DURING the year 1631, eleven years after the landing of 
the Pilgrims, an Indian sachem visited the goveniors 
of the Plymouth and Massachusetts colonies, and urged 
them to send Englishmen to commence settlements in the 
valley of the Connecticut. Without making any promises, 
Governor Winslow of Plymouth was so much interested in 
the description which the sachem gave of the country, 
watered by this beautiful river, that he soon afterwards 
visited it. 

In the following year, other parties from Massachusetts 
made a more extended exploration of the valley. Previous 
to this, the Dutcli had been satisfied to carry on their trade 
with the Indians without taking formal i)Osse8sion of any 
land. When they saw that the English were proi^sing to 
do this, they sent a company of men to build a fort, named 
"Gk)od Hope," at Snckiag (Hartford), and also ari-anged 
for the purchase of the land along the river. By this time 
the Pilgrim pioneers were ready to begin their settlement in 
the valley. Having prepared the frame of a house, they put 
it on board a little bark, and sent it around to the river, from 
Plymouth, in command of William Holmes. When they 
came to the fort, the Dutch hailed them, and asked them 
where they were going. Holmes replied, '^ We are going up 
the river to trade.*' The Dutch threatened to fire into them 
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16 HISTORY OF CONNECTICUT. [l633. 

if they did not stop ; but tlie bmve Pilgrims told them to fire 
away, and sailed on. 

They set up the trading-house near the mouth of the 
Tuuxis (Farmiugton) River, and were soon busy trading in 
furs with the Indians. When the Dutch governor at Fort 
Amsterdam (New York) heard how the Hlgrims had sailed 
by the fort at Suckiag, he was very angry, and sent a com- 
pany of seventy soldiers to destroy their trading-house. 
.They found, however, that it was defended by a band of men 
determined to fight for their rights ; and they retired, leaving 
the Englishmen in peaceable possession. 

The reports brought back to their friends and neighbors in 
Massachusetts, by those who visited the valley of the Con- 
necticut, led to the agitation of further plans for its settle- 
ment. In many ways the time seemed favorable. The 
strength of the Indian tribes had been weakened by a dread- 
ful pestilence f by which they had died by hundreds. The 
crafty and cruel Pequots, finding that the Dutch were ready 
to mete out to them a stern punishment for the murder of 
some of their traders, while their hereditary enemies, the 
powerful Narragansetts, were eager to fight them, concluded 
that it was best for tiieni to be on good terms with the Eng- 
lish. They promised to submit to their control, and ex- 
pressed a wish that Englishmen should come to Connecticut. 

At this time the English population of New England, 
numbering about two thousand, was confined to the vicinity 
of Boston and Plymouth. Now that the Indians seemed 
peaceable, and ready to welcome them, some of the people, 
living near Boston, thought it would be to their advantage to 
emigrate to the river whose fertile meadows would afiford 
better pasture for their cattle and richer soil to till. 

There were many who opposed this i)lan, thinking it would 
weaken the colony ; and, before the consent of the General 
Court was obtained, there was much excitement and earnest 
discussion. The most influential advocate for emiiJ^ratiou 
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was a miDister of great elociueuce and ability, the Rev. 
Thomas Hooker.^ While the matter was still uutler debate, 
a few restive men banded together, iu the fall of 1634, aud 
Bet out for the Couneetieut valley, and settled at Pequag 
( Wethersfield) , where they 8t>ent the winter in rude log 
huts. 

In May, of the following year. Hooker and his friends 
renewed their reciuest ; and leave to remove was reluctantly 
granted them by the General Court. During the summer 
quite a number of people from Watertown joined their 
friends, who had already settled what is now Wethersfield. 
Several persons connected with the congregation of the Rev. 
John Wareham* of Dorchester selected, for their home, a 
point on the river, not far from the Plymouth ' trading-house, 
and here laid the foundations of the town of Windsor. 

In October a company of about sixty men, women, and 
children, from the neighborhooil of Boston, came through the 
wilderness to the Connecticut River. The march was tediohs, 
as they brought not only their household goods, but tlieir 
cattle, horses, and swine. They were detained some time, in 
building rafts for crossing the river ; and before they could 
get their log huts erected, they were overtaken by an early 
winter. Most of those who came in this company settled at 
Suckiag (Hartfoixl). 

Dunng the autumn of this same 3ear, an important settle- 
ment was made at the mouth of the Connecticut, that was 
entirely distinct fi*om those in the upper part of the valley. 
John Winthrop, jun., the son of the famous governor of the 
Massachusetts Colony, followed his fatlier ta New England 
iu 1631. He soon returned to England, and was given a 
commission by Lords Say and Brook, and other distinguished 
men, to begin a settlement for them at the mouth of the 
Connecticut River. Men and money were placed at his dis- 
j>osal ; and Lion Gardiner,* an able engineer, was engaged 
to assist in the enterprise. 
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Winthrop arrived at Boston in October. Learning that the 
Dutch were preparing to take possession of the mouth of 
the river, he sent a company of twenty men in a small vessel, 
who reached there the last of November. Early in Decem- 
ber a sloop, which the Dutch govenior had sent from Man- 
hattan, arrived at the river ; but the English had already got 
two pieces of cannon on shore, and would not let the Dutch- 
men land. Governor Winthrop arrived, soon after, bringing 
Lion Gardiner, who was expected to direct the work of building 
a fort, and laying out the site of a future city. In compliment 
to its two noble patrons, the settlement was called Saybi-ook.* 

The winter opened early, and proved a terrible and severe 
one to the settlers in the upper valley. The river was 
frozen over by the middle of November ; and the vessels laden 
with beds, clothing, and provisions, for the Hartford settlers 
and others, were lost ofif the Atlantic coast. Benumbed with 
cold, famine soon stared them in the face. Delicate women 
and children suffered for the necessities of life, and sti-ong 
men were dismayed. Some crossed the river, and waded 
through the pathless snow to Massachusetts ; and a band of 
seventy pei-sons went down the river to Saybrook, hoping 
to find the vessels with provisions from Boston. About 
twenty miles above the fort, they met a small vessel caught 
in the ice. They were able to cut her loose, and after a dan- 
gerous voyage arrived at Boston. 

The winter, as it passed, brought increasing suffering and 
loneliness to those who still remained in the settlements. 
When their supply of food was exhausted, they were unable 
often to secure,any game, and had to subsist, in part, \\\K>n 
the ground-nuts which they dug from the banks of the river, 
and acorns found beneath the snow. They endured with 
brave hearts the privations of the winter, and eagerly wel- 
comed the fii*st approach of spring with its promise of seed- 
time and harvest. Before the end of May quite a number 
of those who had left the settlements returned. 
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'' About the beginning of June, Mr. Hooker, Mr. Stone, 
and nearly one Jiundred men, women, and children, took their 
departure from Cambridge, and travelled more than one 
hundred miles through a hideous and trackless wilderness 
to Hartford. They had no guide but their compass, and 
made their way over mountains, through swamps, thickets, 
and rivers which were not passable but with great difficulty. 
They had no cover but the heavens, nor any lodgings but 
those that simple nature afforded them . They drove with them 
a hundred and sixty head of cattle, and by the way subsisted 
on the milk of their cows. Mrs. Hooker was borne through 
the wilderness uix)n a litter. The people carried their packs, 
arms, and some utensils. They were nearly a fortnight on 
their journey.*** It is pleasant to recall that they formed 
their first impressions of their wilderness-home in the month 
of song and flowei*s ; and we can imagine how cordial was 
the welcome tliey received from those who had come before 
them, old friends and neighboi's not only in Massachusetts, 
but in England. 

There was still further emigration from Massachusetts in 
the following year. William Pynchon led a party from Kox- 
bury to the great meadows, some miles above Windsor, called 
by the Indians, Agawam. They gave the name of Spring- 
field, to the settlement, in honor of Mr. Pynchon's old home 
in England. 

> Thomas Hookbr was born at Mar- tion, and in no wine turbulent or fac> 

field, England, July 7, l.>86. lie was tious." After a brief retirement, in which 

educated at Eraanuel College, Cambridi^e, he was kindly provided for by bis friend 

where for some time he was a Fellow. the Eurl of Warwick, he determined to 

After leaving Cambridge, he preached leave bin native laud, and seek a home in 

for a while in Tx»ndon and its vicinity; Tlolland. Mr. Hooker remained in IIol- 

and in 1626 he became assistant minister land three years. The emigration of the 

•t Chelmsford. Faithful to the dictates Puritans from England to New England 

of conscience, he was silenced in 1630 for was increasing, and among those who 

nonconformity, against the protest of planned to go were many of Mr. 

forty4ieven ministers in which they certi- Hooker's old friends. They desired 

fied*'thatthey knew Mr. Hookeriobeor- him to accompany them as their spirlt- 

thodox in doctrine, honest in his lift* and unl trnlde; and after npcnding a short 

conversation, peaceable in his disposi- time m England, he sailed for Boston 
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about the middle of July, 1633. " Mr. 
Hooker's company," as H was called, 
which afterwards coustituted his church 
at Cambridge, tiad preceded him. Dur- 
ing the two years aud a lialf that he 
remained with the Massachusetts colony, 
his iuflueuce was marlied. lie became 
deeply interested in the plan of emigra- 
tion to the beautiful valley of the Con- 
necticut. It lias been said that the 
siK'cial reason of his going was, because 
of the increase of the population about 
the Bay, and the necessity of the people 
finding more fruitful fields for their 
flocks, and better land to till. But Ibis 
was not the main reason in the mind of 
Hooker. There were many things in 
connection with the civil regulation of 
affairs in Massachusetts tluit did not 
meet his approviU. He l>elieved in a 
government •♦ liy the people for the 
{leople ; " and it was to be his high ser- 
vice and destiny to inspire, if his hand 
did not pen, the first constitution ever 
adopted by a people. From the time 
Mr. Hooker came to Hartford until his 
death ho was a leader in public affairs. 
Of majestic person and noble mien, ids 
words were both eloquent and powerful. 
Gentle and affectionate in spirit, his life 
was a l>eautiful illustration of the faith 
and doctrine he professed. Mr. Hooker 
fell a victim to epidemic disease at the 
age of sixty -one, dying at his home in 
Hartford, July 7, 1647. 

« John Wareuam was an eminent 
minister in Exeter, England. After 
emigrating with his church to New 
England, and remaining at Dorchester 
for some time, he followed bis people to 
Windsor the year afier they made a set- 
tlement there. He is said to have been 
the first minister in New England who 
preached with notes. Cotton Mather 
gave testimony that "the whole colony 
of Connecticut consldere<i him as a prin- 
cipal pillar and father of the colony." 



3 Both tub Dutch and the nigrims 
at riymouth were annoyed at the coming 
of the Massachusetts jieople into the 
Connecticut valley, but the tide of emi- 
gration was too strong for them to resist. 

* Lion Uakdinek had been a mas- 
ter workman and engineer in the employ 
of the I'rince of Orange. He became 
owner of the island at the east end of 
Long Island which bears his name. 

* Saybrook Patent. In 1606 two 
great companies were formed in Eng- 
land — one in London, and the other in 
Plymouth — for the settlement of North 
America. To the Plymouth Company, 
King James gave the coast exteuding 
from about the mouth of the Hudson 
River to the eastern point of Maine. 
There was no western boundary to this 
grant, which extended across the conti- 
nent to the Pacific Ocean. In 1620 the 
original company was broken up, and a 
new one formed, called " The Council of 
Plymouth for the governing of New 
England." The King gave this company 
control of the territory from about Phil- 
adelphia to Nova Bcotia. In 1630 the 
Council conveyed to its President, the 
Earl of Warwick, a territory supposed 
to l>e bounded on the north and east by 
the grants that had already been sold to 
the Plymouth and MassachuseltB oolo> 
nies, and extending from Narragansett 
River forty leagues (a hundred and 
twenty miles) upon a straight line near 
the seashore, towards the south-weat as 
the coast ran. These bounds were quite 
indefinite, but included much more than 
the present limits of the State. The 
patent thus given stopped the further 
encroacliuient of the Dutch. The first 
settlers of Hartford, Wethersfield, and 
W^iiidsor occupied territory included 
within the Haybrook patent; but the 
colony at the mouth of the river was not 
strenuous in asserting its rights. 

« Trumbull. 
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CHAPTER III. 

1637. 

THE PEQUOT WAR. 

"I17HILE the Conneeticut settlers were busy in clearing 
' » fields for tillage, building rude but substantial houses 
of logs and stones, and o|>ening roads, trouble with the 
Indians commenced. 

A band of roving Narragansetts had killed a trader named 
Oldham, at Block Island. Oldham belonged to Watertown, 
Mass., and that colony took steps to punish the mui*derers. 
Some of them were killed; and others fled to the Pequot 
country, as their own friends, the Narragansetts, would have 
nothing to do with them. Governor Vane and his council 
decided to send a party of soldiers to Block Island, with 
orders to put to death all the men, but to spare the women 
and children. 

In command of one hundred men. Captain Endicott sailed 
for the island in August, 1636. When the English attempted 
to land, the Indians did all they could to drive them back. 
They did not succeed in this, and finally took to flight after 
fourteen of their number were killed. Having set fire to the 
cornfields and wigwams, the expedition sailed to Pequot 
River.^ Meeting a party of Pequots, Endicott talked with 
them ; but, finding them defiant and hostile, he told them to 
prepare to fight. In a skirmish that followed, two Indians 
were killed. Having burned a few wigwams, Endicott sailed 
for Boston. This action only enraged the Pequots. '' You 
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raise these wasps around us, and then flee away," said the 
Connecticut men to their friends in Massachusetts. 

Within a few days, parties of Pequot warriors began to 
harass and murder the "settlers. The arrow fl'om some 
ambush struck down the farmer toiling in his flelds, and 
helpless women and innocent children were killed with fiend- 
ish cruelty. While a party of men were working outside the 
Saybrook fort, they were surprised by the Pequots, and four 
of their number killed. Lieutenant Gardiner was slightly 
wounded at the same time. The Indians, encouraged by 
their success, gathered in large numbera, and challenged 
those within the fort to fight, mocking them by imitat- 
ing the dying groans and prayers of the ix)or prisoners 
whom they had tortured. A few charges of grape-shot scat- 
tered them. 

The work of pillage and death still continued, until the 
settlers scarcely dared to stir outside their homes. The 
Pequots tried to get their old enemies, the NaiTagansetts, 
to unite with them in a league against the English. This 
plan was broken up by the influence of Roger Williams * 
and the strength of the old enmity. The Mohegans were 
on bad terms with the Pequots, and formed an alliance with 
the English. The Niantics, although friendly to the Pequots, 
were unwilling to fight. 

The colonists saw that it was a matter of life and death, 
and determined to make a desperate effoit to break the 
power of the Pequots. A General Court was held in Hart- 
ford, May 1, 1637; and this resolution was unanimouslj' 
adopted. "It is ordered that there shall be an offensive 
war against the Pequots, and there shall be ninety men levied 
out of the three plantations of Hartford, Wethersfield, and 
Windsor.*' This number represented nearly one-thiiti of the 
freemen of this little republic. 

Within ten days from the opening of the court, this com- 
pan}' of men sailed from Hartford under the command of 
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Captain John Mason.' With them was a band of seventy 
friendly Mohegan * Indians, and Uneas * their chief. When 
they reached the fort at Say brook, Captain John Underbill, 
a brave and capable soldier, with the consent of Lieutenant 
Gardiner, commanding the fort, offered his services to Mason 
with nineteen men. 

For some days the wind was contrary, and the little fleet 
was detaine<l at the mouth of the river. Pcquot spies, swift 
of foot, were watching its movements from the opj^osite 
shore, and apprised Sassaeus of his danger. Mason's 
oixlere were to sail directly to Pequot (New London) Harbor, 
and attack the enemy in their stronghold. Now that the 
wily Indians were informed of this purpose, he saw that it 
would be dangerous and [Xjrhaps futile to undertake it. He 
suggested that it would be best to sail as far as Narragansett 
Bay, and, if possible, secure the aid of Miantonomo, the chief 
sachem of the NaiTagansetts, in surprising and destroying 
their mutual enemy. 

A council of war was held ; and, while they all recognized 
the force of their leader's arguments, they hesitated to 
assume the responsibility of changing the plan of the cam- 
paign. They were under ordei-s, aud it was their habit to 
obey without thought of personal consequences. It was 
finally suggested that they seek divine guidance ; and the 
matter was referred to their chaplain, Mr. Stone, the be- 
loved and i-evered assistant pastor of the church in Hartford. 
Having spent the night in prayer, Mr, Stone the next morn- 
ing said to Captain Mason, that " he was fully satisfied to 
sail for Narragansett." 

This was accepted as a final decision, and on Friday 
morning they set sail. They arrived in Narragansett Bay 
Satuixla}^ evening, but the wind blew so strongly off shore 
that they were unable to land before Tuesday afternoon. 
Mason at once informed Miantonomo of his plans, which 
met the coixiial approval of the sachem. He thought, how- 
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ever, that the little band of English soldiers were insufficient 
for such an undertaking: 

During the night an Indian ninner brought a letter from 
Captain Patrick, who had been sent from Massachusetts with 
a few men to assist in the war against the Pequots. He 
wrote that he had reached Providence, and ui^ed Mason 
to wait until he could join him. The Connecticut company 
had already met with vexatious delays, and they were im- 
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MAP OF PBQUOT CAMPAIGN. 

patient to return home ; and they decided to push on to the 
Pequot country at once. 

On AVcdnosday morning, May 24, the little army began 
their march, and before night reached the borders of the 
Pequot territory. Here was the seat of a Narragansett 
sachem ; but he refused to treat with the English captain, 
and would not allow his men to encamp within the palisades 
of his fortress. In the morning another band of warriors, 
sent by Miantonomo, having appeared, the Narragansetts 
within the fort plucked up courage, and with much lK>asting 
desired to join the expedition. When Captain Mason began 
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the march again on Thursday, he had about five hundred 
lodians with him. Most of them proved a cowardly lot, 
and those who had bragged the loudest were the first to 
desert. Uncas, with his band of Mohegans, showed the 
most courage ; and Wequash, a petty chief who had revested 
from Sassacus, proved a trustworthy guide. 

Suffering from the lack of food and the oppressive heat, 
they finally reached the neighborhood of the Pequot fort 
about an hour after sunset. Here they encamped between 
two high rocks, still known as Porter's Rocks. It was a 
beautiful moonlight night ; and the sentinels could hear the 
distant cries of the enemy, who were having a carousal of 
savage joy over the flight, as they supposed, of Mason and 
his men, as they had seen the vessels sailing past their 
territory. 

An hour or two before daybreak the men were awakened 
from sleep ; and, after a fervent prayer by the chaplain, they 
started for the fort, following a path pointed out by the 
Indians. The distance proved greater than they expected ; 
and they began to fear lest they were on the wrong trail, 
when they came to a cornfield at the foot of " a great hill." 
Their terror-stricken allies had fallen back ; and it was only 
in response to a messenger that Uncas and Wequash came up, 
and informed them that the fort was on the top of the hill. 

Sending the Indians word not to fly, but to keep at as safe 
a distance as they pleased, and see whether Englishmen 
would fight or not, they marched on, and soon came in sight 
of the Pequot's stronghold. 

The men were divided, for the purpose of storming the two 
entrances at the same time. Captain Mason was within a 
step of the north-east entrance, when the bark of a dog gave 
the first alarm to the sleeping enemy. The cry of an Indian, 
''Owanux! Otoanux!'' (''The English! the English!") 
startled the Pequots from the heavy slumber that had fol- 
lowed the debauch of the previous night. 
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Completely surprised, and paralyzed with fear, most of 
them haddled in their wigwams, even after the English had 
entered the palisades. A few tried to escape; and after 
some hand-to-hand fighting, Captain Mason gave the order to 
bum the fort, and, seizing a firebrand, lighted the conflagra- 
tion himself. The rest of the sad story is best told quickly. 
The flames spread rapidly, and in an hour six or seven hun- 
dred poor creatures perished within the belt of fire. Only 
a handful escaped to tell the proud chief, in the fort not far 
away, of the terrible calamity that had overtaken the tiibe. 
Only two of the English were killed, and twenty wounded. 

From the outlook of the hill they saw their vessels in the 
distance entering Pequot Hai-bor, and they at once took up 
their march in that direction. By this time the Indians from 
the neighboring* fort swarmed along the forest path, and in 
every possible way hai*assed the soldiers. Before the harbor 
was reached, however, the Pequots returned to their fort, 
and upbraided the proud Sassacus as the author of all their 
misfortunes. From that hour his power, and that of his 
tribe, was broken. Only the intercession of some of his chief 
counsellors saved his life. Panic-stricken, they burned their 
wigwams, destroyed their fort, and then fled. Sassacus, 
with seventy or eighty of his faithful warrioi-s, sought refuge 
in the wilderness bordering the Hudson River. 

When the little army of Englishmen returned to tell the 
story of their victory, the colonists breathed more freely.' 
But they were still in fear lest the spirit of revenge kindled 
in the hearts of the survivors of the hated tribe might break 
out in fierce and treacherous attacks, and arrangements were 
made to continue the war. Without passing judgment as 
to the right or wrong of this action, it is evident that the 
colonists felt that their lives were in constant jeopardy while 
a Pequot remained in the vicinity of their settlements. Cap- 
tain Mason was put in command of forty men, and in June 
united his force with that of Captain Stoughton, who had 
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been sent to Pequot Harbor (New London) from Massachu- 
setts. While the vessels sailed along the Sound, the troops 
hunted for the enemy along the shore.® 

It was on this march that the beauty of the location and 
surroundings of Quinnipiac (New Haven) was first discov- 
ered by English eyes. As they approached the place, they 
saw the smoke of what they supposed was a Pequot encamp- 
ment ; but they found that the fire had been kindled by a 
party of friendly Indians. The vessels having entered the 
harbor, they went on board, and waited for several days, 
until the return of a Pequot spy, who reported that Sassacus 
and his party were concealed in a swamp a few miles to the 
westward. This hiding-place proved to be in a bog-thicket 
a short distance from the present village of Fairfield. 

It was not an easy matter to dislodge the Pequots from 
this natural fortress. The soldiei-s found it very diflScult to 
penetrate the tangled underbrush without sinking in the 
treacherous mire ; and in the attempt to advance, many of 
them were wounded by the sharp arrows, that flew in showers 
about them. The Fairfield Indians, who were in the swamp, 
sent one of their number to beg for quarter, which was 
granted ; and they came out with their women and children. 

The plan was then adopted of surrounding the band of 
desperate Pequots, who still clung to their hiding-place. 
During the night, which proved dark and heavy with mist, 
the}' attempted to break through this line ; but the watchful 
soldiers were prepared for a hand-to-hand fight, which ended 
in the death and capture of a large proportion of the Pequot 
warriors. The one hundred and eighty prisoners, with a 
large amount of booty consisting of wampum, bows, aiTows, 
and other implements, were divided between Massachusetts 
and Connecticut. 

Sassacus probably was not present at this fight. Fleeing 
in the direction of the Hudson, he sought refuge among his 
old enemies, the Mohawks ; but the old feeling of hate con- 
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tinued, and, having beheaded him, they sent his scalp as a 
trophy to Connecticut. 

On the 2l8t of September, Uncas and Miantonomo, with 
the surviving Pequots numbering about two hundred, met 
the magistrates of Connecticut at Hartford. A treaty was 
arranged between the colony and the Mohegans and NaiTa- 
gansetts, by the terms of which the tribes entered into a 
compact of peace, and agreed, that, in any case of wrong, 
justice should be meted out by the English. With consider- 
able ceremony the remnant of the Pequots was divided 
among the chiefs who had given their aid in the war against 
the tribe now humbled and iK>werless. 



» Pequot River. Thames River. 

s RooBR Williams. The founder of 
Rhode Island. His InflucDce over the 
Narragansette was remarkable, and his 
efforts in behalf of peace were unremit- 
ting. 

* John Mason had won reputation 
as a brave soldier In the Low Countries. 
He was a member of the company that 
removed from Dorchesler to Windsor. 
Oliver Cromwell offered him the posi- 
tion of major-j^eneral if he would return 
to England. For many years he held the 
highest position of military authority in 
the colony. 

* The Mohkoans appear to have 
been tributary to the Pequots, but at 
this time they were on bad terms with 
each other. They dwelt on the west 
side of the Thames River. 

B Uncas was a Pequot by birth; and 
his wife was a daughter of Sassacus, a 
Pequot sachem. At one time he was 
a petty chief under RasHacus, the great 
prince of the nation. They had quar- 
relled ; and at the time the English first 
came to Connecticut, his influence among 
the Indians was small. He had nothing 
to lose, and every thing to gain, through 
the friendship of the English. 



« The Neighboring Port. Besides 
the fort at Mystic, the principal and 
royal residence of Sassacus was situated 
on Fort Hill In Groton, about four miles 
north-cast of New I^ndon. 

' Captain Mason and the Narragan- 
sett Indians, after leaving Pequot Har- 
bor, continued their march by land to 
the Connecticut River, where they ar- 
rived on Saturday, "being nobly en- 
tertained by Lieutenant Gardner with 
many great gtins." From Saybrook 
the English volunteers in this expedi- 
tion returned to their homes, where 
they were received with great rejoi- 
cing. 

* Uncas with his Indians and some 
of the soldiers, at a point about eighteen 
miles west of Saybrook, discovered the 
Pequot sachem, Mononotto, with a few 
of his followers. They attempted to 
escape by swimming across the mouth 
of a narrow harbor, but they were way- 
laid and taken as they landed. Uncas 
shot the sachem, and, after t)eheading 
him, stuck the head In the crotch of a 
large oak-tree, where it remained for 
many years. Since then the place has 
been called Sadiem's Head. 
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CHAPIER IV. 
1638-1639. 

FIRST SEHLERS OF NEW HAVEN. - ADOPTION OF CONSTITUTIONS BY THE 
NEW HAVEN AND CONNECTICUT COLONIES. 

ON the 26tli of July, 1637, there arrived at Boston the 
most opulent company that had thus far emigrated from 
England. Every possible inducement was offered to keep 
them in Massachusette, but they decided to found a distinct 
colony. Having learned of the beauty of the country lying 
west of the mouth of the Connecticut River, they sent a few 
of their number to spy out the laud. 

This company, in charge of Theophilus Eaton, one of 
their prominent and wealthy men, selected, as the most 
attractive and eligible spot for the future home of the 
colony, the present site of the city of New Haven. Here 
they built a temi^rary hut, and left it in chaise of a 
few servants for the winter. On the 30th of the follow- 
ing March, tlie entire company set sail for the harbor of 
Quinnipiac, which they reached after a tedious voyage of 
two weeks. 

Their first sabbath was strictly kept with religious ser- 
vices held under the spreading branches of an oak-tree, 
supposed to have stood near the present comer of College 
and Geoi^e Streets. The Rev. John Davenport,^ whose 
name occupies a distinguished place in the early history of 
the colony, preached a sermon warning them of the trials 
of the wildeniess, and was followed in a discourse from his 



Digitized 



by Google 



30 HISTORY OF CONNECTICUT. [l639. 

coUeagiie, the Rev. Mr. Prudden, from the text, ''The voice 
of one crying in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the 
Lord, make his paths straight.*' 

In November, Theophilus Eaton, Mr. Davenport, and 
other gentlemen, made a contract with the Indian sachem 
Momaugin, in reference to a sale of lands. It is a cnrious 
document, being of the nature of a treaty as well as a 
deed of sale of Quinnipiac. Accoitling to its terms, the 

chief covenanted not to 
disturb or injure the Eng- 
lish, who in return agreed 
to protect the tribe, and 
allow them the use of the 
lands on the east side of 
the harl>or, both for hunting 
and tillage. On the 11th 
of December another lai*ge 
tract of land was deeded 
to the same gentlemen by 
Montowese. 
The territory included in 
JOHN DAVENPORT. thcsc dccds Is uow divided 

[From a iwrtralt in possession of Yale into the tOWUS of New HavCU, 

^"""^^ Branford,Wallingford, East 

Haven, Woodbridge, Cheshire, and North Haven. Twenty- 
three English coats, with sundry other articles, was the con- 
sideration named in the deeds, with the right to hunt and plant 
and fish with few restrictions ; but the protection of the 
colonist-s was of far more value to the little Indian tribe 
than gold or silver would have been. 

The year 1639 will ever be memorable in the history of the 
State as the time when written constitutions were adopted 
by the infant colonies of Connecticut and New Haven, that 
have been the source of influences that have affected the 
life, not only of the Commonwealth, but of the nation. The 
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band of earnest, thoughtful men and refined women, who laid 
the foundations of these two colonies, were many of them of 
gentle biith. Their clergymen were univei-sity graduates, 
of high reputation for leaming and eloquence ; and the 
leading citizens had won wealth and position before emi- 
grating to the wilderness of the New World. 

They did not leave homes of comfort in England to seek the 
advancement of their 
material fortune. 
The star of hope 
that led them across 
the ocean, and gave 
them courage to sub- 
due the wilderness 
and endure privation, 
was luminous with 
the light of religious 
and civil liberty. 
Their earliest thought 
and care wei-e given 
to laying the founda 
tions of communities 

MEDAL COMMEMORATING THE SETTLEMENT OF 

that should embody new haven. 

and illustrate prin- 
ciples of spiritual, ecclesiastical, and political freedom, dear 
to them as life. 

During the first year of the settlement of New Haven, the 
colonists lived under a simple compact to obey the Scrip- 
tures. On the 4th of June, 1639, all of the free planters met 
in a lai^e barn,^ and proceeded in a formal manner to lay 
the foundations of government. The Bible was made the 
sole rule for ordering the affaire of the Commonwealth, 
and church members were alone admitted to the rights of 
citizenship. 

In October the court, as it was termed, composed of seven 
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church members called " the seven pillars," and duly elected 
for this purpose, met and instituted the civil government. 
All of those who were connected with approved churches 
were accepted as voting members of the Commonwealth, 
and Theophilus Eaton was chosen governor of the colony.* 

For many reasons, the history of the first Constitution of 
Connecticut is of deep interest. During the first year after 
the settlement of Wethersfield, Windsor, and Hartford, the 
government was under a commission from Massachusetts. 
In April, 163G, Roger Ludlow and four associates held a 
General Court in Hartford, and among other acts passed a 
law forbidding the sale of fire-arms to the Indians. In May 
of the following year, the towns appointed delegates to par- 
ticipate with the magistrates in the counsels of the court. 

At the opening session of this body. May 31, 1638, the 
Rev. Thomas Hooker preached a remarkable sermon, in 
which he declared ^^that the choice of public magistrates 
belongs unto the people by God's own allowance," and 
'^that they who have power to appoint ofl3cers and magis- 
trates have the right also to set the bounds and limitations 
of the ix)wer and place unto which they call them." He 
gave two reasons for this assertion, — first, "Because the 
foundation of authority is laid in the free consent of the 
people;" second, "Because by a free choice the hearts of 
the peoi)le will be more inclined to the love of the persons 
chosen, and more ready to yield obedience." 

On the 14th of January, 1639, all of the free planters of 
the colony met at Hartford, and adopted the Constitution 
which is now recognized as the first Constitution ever writ- 
ten and adopted by the sufl'rages of a people. It will always, 
probably, be a matter of doubt as to whose pen draughted this 
remarkable document ; but there is every reason to believe 
that the principles which it contains were suggested by the 
far-seeing and lil)erty-loving mind of Thomas Hooker. Roger 
Ludlow acted as legal adviser, and may have prepared 
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Uie paper; and we know timt Governor Haynes was in 
hearty accord with the views of his beloved pastor ; but it 
is to the learned and eloquent minister of the first church in 
Hartford, that posterity will give its award of honor as the 
author of the first Constitution of Connecticut. 



riRUT CUUBCU iM IIABTFOUD. 



It is noteworthy that this document expressed no allegi- 
ance to the British crown, but lodged the supreme iK)wer in 
the General Court. It contained the seed-truth of principles 
which were in time to produce the fruit of our independent 
national life. 

*' More than two centuiies have elapsed," says Bancroft, 
'* but the people of Connecticut have found no reason to 
deviate essentially from the frame of government established 
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by their fathers. History has ever celebrated the heroes 
who have wou laurels in scenes of carnage. Has it no place 
for the wise legislators who struck the rock in the wilder- 
ness, and the waters of liberty gushed forth in copious and 
perennial streams? They who judge of men by their ser- 
vices to the human race will never cease to honor the memory 
of Hooker, and will join with it that of Ludlow, and still 
more that of Haynes.** 

After the adoption of the Constitution, the freemen of 
the towns in the colony met at Hartford on the second 
Thursday in April, 1639, and elected their officers for the 
year ensuing. John Haynes^ was chosen governor, and 
Roger Ludlow^ deputy-governor. 



» John Davbnport was born iu the 
city of Coventry, EnglauU, Iu the year 
1597. He graduated at the University of 
Oxford, and euteretl oo the active duties 
of the luinlHtry when but nineteen yeara 
of age. In the year 1631 he was sum- 
moned before Bishop l^ud. Having 
decided to cast In his lot with the uon- 
conformlstH, he crossed over to Holland, 
where, for a time, he waH assistant min- 
ister of an English church at Amster- 
dam. He had long been interc«ted iu 
the emigration to New England, and 
he Anally decided to come to the Xow 
World. With a number of inHuential 
and tried friends be hcI kuII in the ship 
•' Hector," and arrived al Boston on the 
26th of June, KW'. Mr. Davenport was 
an earnest preacher and ripe scholar. 
He was Icnown among the Indians abf>ui 
New Haven as " So big study man." 

' This barn, it is said, belonged to 
Robert Newman, a prominent founder 
of the colony. Dr. Bacon (Hist. Disc. 
20) gives good rcjisons for thinking it 
was located near Temple Street, between 
Elm and (irove Streets. 

» "ThK IlESTUUTEU FRANCHISE, 

and the chnrehly aristocracy of New 
Haven, concealed a levelling priiieiple. 
As the will of an English sovereign can 



transform the meanest subject Into a 
peer of the realm, so the lowliest dweller 
in the cellars at Quinuipiac could, by ad- 
mission to church membership, become 
a ruler of the State. The day-laborer, 
the i)os8easor of the good name which is 
more valuable than tine gold, might be a 
free burgess; while his neighbor, dwell- 
ing in one of the 'stately houses,' and 
writing * Mr.' before bis name, might be 
forbidden to ca«l a vote. That a bandf al 
of exiles, gathered In a barn, could of their 
own free motion, without a bishop or a 
royal sanction, form a Church of God; 
that the same men, with no charter but 
their own consent and that of their fel- 
low-men, could organize a self-governing 
State, — these were the novel and star- 
tling ideas through which our modem 
political philosophy has mainly devel> 
oped. In the light of these principles, 
XTinthrop and Endicott, Hoolcer and 
Roger Williams, Daveni>ort and Eaton, 
stand forth together as apostles of our 
* liberty." (Livermore's The Republic of 
New Haven, p. 25.) 

« John Haynes held the position of 
governor of Massachusetts In l<nr>. He 
wan one of the most influential and able 
men among the pioneers of Connecticut. 
He was elected governor every other 
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year antil his death in 1654, alternatiDg 
with Edward Hopkins. 

• RooBB Ludlow came from the 
west of England with the Rev. John 
Warham and his company. In ld34 he 
was chosen deputy-governor of Massa^ 
chosetts, and in the following year he 
came to Windsor. He was a man of ripe 
legal attainments, and rendered Mr. 
Hooker, Qovemor Haynes, and others, 
great assistance in draughting the Conati- 
tntion of tlie infant colony. After his 
removal to Fairfield, he was requested to 
revise and prepare a body of laws for the 
colony. He finished this work in 1&49, 
and the code was established by tlie as- 
sembly during that year. After leaving 
Fairfield he returned to England, but 
the lime and place of his death are un- 
Iraown. 

• The Constitution provided that 
the freemen of each town should elect 
every year, by vote, four persons as 
deputies to the General Court. Each 
year a court of election was to assemble 
on the second Thursday of April (after- 
wards clianged to May), for the purpose 
of choosing a governor and six magis- 
trates. Only those could be chosen as 
magistrates whose names liad been pro- 
posed at some preceding session of the 
court. No town could make more than 
two nominations, but the General Court 
added as many as it thought best. At 
the court of election each freeman cast a 
ballot, upon which was written his choice 
for governor for tlie following year, a 
plurality vote electing. The governor 
mustl>e a church member; and the rule 
held until 1660, that uo oue could be 



chosen to the oflice two years in suc- 
cession. At the court of election the 
secretary read the nominations for ma- 
gistrates in the order in which they had 
been received. When a name was read, 
the freemen lianded in eitlier a blank bal- 
lot counting against the candidate, or one 
having his name upon it. The balloting 
continued until six names liad received 
a majority of the votes cast. In case the 
full number were not thus obtained, those 
names were added which had received 
the largest number of votes. The gov- 
ernor, magistrates, and deputies met as a 
General Court on the second Thursday of 
September, to make laws, and attend to 
the aflfairs of the Commonwealth. The 
oflice of magistrate was very important, 
as the duties that now devolve upon the 
selectmen of the towns were in their 
cliarge; and, until the charter was se- 
cured, they exercised Judicial functions, 
and looked after other matters as directed 
by the Geueral Court. The constable 
was also an important ofllcer, as he pub- 
lished the laws, levied the town's sliare 
of the taxes for the Commonwealth, and 
notified the freemen of the meetings of 
the General Court, and the time and place 
of election of deputies. 

From 1656 Connecticut placed upon 
her common seal, vines to represent her 
towns. At first there were three for the 
original towns. On the fifth page of the 
first revision of the laws of the colony 
made in 1672, and published at Cam- 
bridge, Mass., in 1673, the seal has fifteen 
vines. As the towns became more nu- 
merous, the original tliree vines were 
placed on the seal. 
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CHAPTER V. 

1639. 

THE FOUNDING OF NEW TOWNS. 

IN the year 1639 settlemeDts were made at Milford^ 
(Wepowaug), Guilford (Menunkatuck) , Fairfield (Un- 
quo-wa) , and Stratfoixl. The residents of these towns have 
reason to be proud of the character and history of the fami- 
lies that laid their foundations. *' A more substantial com- 
pany of emigrants," says HoUister, " never followed a 
clergyman into the wild woods of America than the fathers 
of Milfoi-d." 

The firet settlers of Guilford were nearly all gentlemen 
of means. Their firet magistrate, Samuel Desborough, re- 
turned to England in 1650, and six years later was appointed 
by Cromwell Lord Chancellor of Scotland. He held this 
position until the restoration of King Charles II., who 
treated him with great kindness, and permitted him to retire 
to the enjoyment of his elegant estate at Elsworth, where he 
resided until his death. 

Roger Ludlow was one of the party that captured the 
Pequots at the "Swamp fight" at Un-quo-wa. He was 
charmed at the time with the beauty of the surrounding 
country ; and in 1639, in company with eight or ten families, 
his neighbors at Windsor, he emigiated to Fairfield. They 
were soon joined by parties from Wateitown, Mass., and 
also from Concord. Southold on Long Island was settled 
about this time, and placed itself under the jui'isdiction of 
New Haven. 
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During the summer (1639), Colonel Geoi-ge Fciiwick,^ in 
chaise of two ships, arrived at the moutli of the Connecticut 
accompanied by several gentlemen, who brought with them 
a number of servants and laborers to aid in the further build- 
ing up of Saybrook. The colony at Saybrook was entirely 
distmct from those of Connecticut and New Haven, and 
administered its own affairs until 1644, when it was united 
with Connecticut. 

Another war with the Indians was happily avoided. The 
citizens of Wetherefield secured evidence that Sowheag, the 
sachem of Mattabesett (Middletown), had given aid to 
the Pequots in their mui*derous attacks ui)on their settle- 
ment two years before ; and they demanded that the guilty 
Indians should be surrendered for trial and punishment. 
The General Court sought to bring about a just arrange- 
ment between the chief and the aggrieved i>eople of Wethei-s- 
field ; but Sowheag treated their advice in such an insulting 
manner, that they decided to send one hundred men to take 
the murderers by force. 

A messenger was sent to New Haven with the request 
that the authorities there should assist them in the exi>edi- 
tion. This they declined to do, expressing the fear that it 
might lead to a serious conflict with the Indians : as the 
result of this consultation, the plan was abandoned. 

Meanwhile woitl reached Hartford that a few of the 
Pequots, in violation of the recent treaty, were rebuilding 
their wigwams on the old hnnting-grounds, and planting 
corn upon the fields they had promised never to enter again. 
Captain Mason was at once sent with forty Englishmen, with 
instructions to drive off the Indians, " burn their wigwams, 
and bring away their corn.'* Uncas, with one hundred of 
his warriors, was permitted to join the expedition. 

When Mason arrived at Pawcatuek (Stonington), he met 
three Pequots, and kindly advised them to tell their people 
of his coming, and have them go quickly and peaceably away. 
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Either they failed to cany the report, or it was not heeded ; 
for, wheD the English cai>Uiin and his men surrounded the 
little village, the Indians were so surprised that they had 
no time to cany off their corn, but fled, leaving the aged 
and helpless of their number l)ehind. 

The following day the wigwams were destroyed ; and the 
com, kettles, mats, wampum, and other. treasures, filled not 
only the vessel, but fifty canoe*, thirty of which were taken 
from the Indians. 




NBW UAVKN AND COMNECTiCUT COLONIES. 

In August of this year (1639), the first steps were taken 
towards a union of the colonies for their mutual protection. 
The special purpose of this alliance was to guard the English 
settlements against the Dutch at New Netherlands (New 
York), whose recently appointed governor, William Kieft, 
had forbidden the English to carry on their trade at " Good 
Hope" (Hartford), and made a formal protest against their 
occupation of Quiunipiac (New Haven). 

At the October session of the General Court of Connecti- 
cut, the towns were authorized to manage their own internal 
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affairs ; and it was ordered that a careful description of all 
lands sold or mortgaged, should be recorded iu l>ook8 pro- 
vided by the towns, and directions were given regaixliug the 
recording of wills and the settlement of estates. These 
were important mattei-s, for the New-England system of 
town-government has had an im[K)rtant infiuencc in shaping 
the destiny and government of the nation. 

' MiLroBD. Tho planiera of Milford - Colonel Fbnwick wan one of th© 

were moM of them from the couiuiet of original patentees of tin* colony, and 

E«aez, Herefordifbire, and Vorl& in Eng- acted in their behalf. He instituted a 

laud. A part of Ihem removed from civil government for the Haybroolc col 

New Haven, and othent came from Wcth- ony, which remained independent until 

emfield, and the llov. IVter Prudden l>y purchase it wa» united with Coaoeo 

Itecame their pastor. Mllfonl was an ticul in l&U. 
Indp|>endent Commonwealth until l^H, 
when it united with New Uavou. 
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CHAFfER VI. 

THE CIVIL AND DOMESTIC LIFE OF THE EARLY 
SETTLERS. 

WHAT was the cvcry-day life of the iwoplc? How did 
thej' inauage their public affairs? These are more im- 
l)ortant questions than those that refer to the troubles the 
colonists had with their Dutch neighl)ors and the Indians. 
First of all, let us notice how the towns were formed. 

These little republics of freemen 
have had more influence than an}' 
other institution on the destinies 
of our country, and the history of 
their growth is of deep interest.* 

At the time the New-England 

colonies united in a league for 

mutual counsel and assistance, 

Connecticut (including Saybrook) 

liad six towns, and New Haven five. 

uousB OF A noNEEu. '^'^^^ Gcucral Court of each colony 

exercised the right of ownership 

and jurisdiction over tlie territory within its l)ounds. When 

a company of i>ersons wished to settle — or [)laiit, as it was 

called — a new town, tiiey made tiieir purpose known to the 

Court. A tract of land was granted to the compau}' : if it 

was found that they were able to support a minister, tiiey 

were authorize<l to establish a plantation and a churcli. The 

Court apix)inted a comniitteo who fixed tlie lx>unds of the 

land, that at first wtis held by the company as proprietor 
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in common. From this time tlicy could assemble in town- 
meeting, and transact matt^^i-s connectiHl with their local 
affairs. The li>cation, size, and cost of the meeting-house, 
and the 8Ui>i)ort of the minister, was the fii-st im|)oilant 
business. Then they decidetl as to the admission of new 
associates, distributed the land among individuals, voted as 
to the location of new roads, and looked after the general 
interests of the community veiy much as the towns do now. 

After a time it was found very in- 
convenient for the proprietors to come 
together often enough to act uix>n all 
items of business, and selectmen w(frc 
chosen to administer the afTaii*s of tlie 
township during tlie months that passed 
between the meetings. As this town 
system of government liccame more 
[lerfect in its working, not less than 
three nor more than nine selectmen 
were elected, accoixling to the size 
of the township. Besides these, there 
were chosen a town clerk, a town 
treasurer, assessors of taxes, a school 
committee, constables, and other imllorv. 

officers. 

In Uk; early history, lx>th of the Connecticut and New- 
Haven colonies, the judicial authority was exercised by a 
General Court of Magistrates. There were no proft»ssional 
lawyers. A friend might apix'ar in ))ehalf of a prisoner or 
suitor, or they could plead their own cause. The Court 
looked after all mattei-s that i»ertaiiied U) the welfare of the 
colony. Under the presiding care of Governor Haynes, the 
magistrates at Hartfoitl listi»neil to the farmer at Windsor, 
who complaineil that the Peijuots hatl stolen his horse, and 
promised '' as far as lay in their i)ower to deal with those 
Indians.*' 
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Swift punishment was meted out to evil-doers. One is 
sentenced " to be wliipt at a cart's tail upon a lecture day 
at Hartford," and another is '* to stand upon the pillory 
from the ringing of the first bell to the end of the lecture," 
before receiving a whipping. A third criminal, more guilty 
than his companions, not only is to stand in the pillory and 
be whipped, but have the letter R burned upon his cheek. 

If the cattle of a farmer broke into the fields of his neigh- 
bor, " through defect in his fence," the Court saw to it that 
he paid for the '' sppiled com." In order to increase the 
supply of com, so that they would not have to purchase it 
out of the colony, the Court granted one hundred acres of 
ploughed ground and twenty acres of meadow to any farmer 
with a team, provided he improved '' twenty acres the first 
year, eighty acres the second year, and the whole hundred 
the third year." 

Attention was called to the necessity of raising hemp and 
flax for use in making " linen cloth," and it was ordered 
that cvei-y householder who kept a team should plant that 
year (1640) at least one spoonful of English hempseed '*in 
some fruitful soil." The next year they were to sow one 
rood of hemp or flax ; and if this were not done, they fell 
under the censure of the Court. Complaint was made that 
hempseed could not be procured by some who desired it; 
and it was ordered that any family that had more than a 
s[)oonful of the seed, and would not sell it, must plant as 
many si)oonful8 as they refused to sell. 

The constables were requested k> bring before the Court 
any persons who demanded an exorbitant price for the articles 
they had to sell, and a watchful eye was kept upon those 
individuals whose *' apparel " exceeded their condition and 
rank. Lal)or troubles were brought to a speedy end by the 
Court, which made out a schedule of wages, and declared the 
number of hou^ that constituted a working-day. Carpen- 
ters, plough-wrights, wheel- wrights, masons, joiners, smiths, 



Digitized 



by Google 



LIFE OF THE EAKLY SETTLERS. 43 

and coopers could not ask more than twenty i>ence for a 
day's work from March 10 to October 11, nor above eighteen 
l>ence for the rest of the year. Eleven houi« in summer, and 
nine in winter, constituted a working-day. After further 
particulars in regard to splitting and sawing boards, and the 
amount to be paid for the use of horses and cattle '* with 
the tackling," it was ordered that any persons giving or 
taking larger wages than those mentioned, *' should abide 
the censure of the Court." 

Turning to the recoixls of the New-Haven colony, we find 
that the Coui-t dealt in the same vigorous and paternal 
manner with the common interests of the communities repre- 
sented. The system of trial by jury was in force in Con- 
necticut, but New Haven could find nothing about juiymen 
in the Bible. In 1639 Connecticut accepted a brief code 
of *' Capital Laws," which was almost a verbal copy of 
those adopted by Massachusetts the year previous. For 
many years New Haven had no statute laws, but was guided 
by rules of equity, and the commands which they found in 
the Scnpture. Regulations regarding temi^erance, family 
government, and the keeping of the sabbath, were rigidly 
enforced; but the so-called ''Blue Laws" of New Haven 
never had an existence except in the imagination of Samuel 
Peters, the refugee loyalist. 

The humble homes of the Puritan settlers of Connecticut 
and New Haven reveal a domestic life of healthful toil and 
quiet happiness. The moral and religious character of the 
people developed earnest thought, and strength of purpose. 
They rejoiced in the civil liberty which the shelter of the 
wilderness made i)ossible, and found their highest satisfac- 
tion in serving God, and seeking to know and do his will. 

» "Evert Townkhip is an Inferior 1810). "lie that will understand the 

Republic; poMseflsin;;, under the control political character of New England/* 

of the Logi«lature, the neccH!*ary i>o\vcr« »»ay« Uancroft, •' mupl etudy the coneti- 

to adjust all it« local and peculiar con- tiitlon of it8 towns, \Ui schools, aud its 

cer^s " (President Timothy Dwijfht, militia." 



Digitized 



by Google 



44 HISTOUY OF CONNECTICUT. [1640-43. 



CHAFFER VII. 
164a-164a 

THE NEW-ENQLAND CONFEDERACY.— DEATH OF 
MIANTONOMO. 

IN the year 1640 Uncas sold most of his land to the Eng- 
lish, with the undei-stauding that his people should have 
the privilege of hunting and planting where they pleased. 
Tunxis (Farmingtou), with its l>eautiful meadows, and a 
part of Norwalk, were purchased and settled by a few fami- 
lies. New Haven acquired the Indian title of Greenwich ; 
but those who settled there, influenced alike by threats and 
promises, put themselves under the protection of the Dutch 
governor at New York.* Both Connecticut and New Haven 
secured lai-ge tracts of land ujxjn Long Island ; and the latter 
colony gained possession of a strip of country on the shores 
of the Delaware Bay and River, where trading-houses were 
erected, and about fifty families sent to settle.^ Stamfonl 
was also settled this year by a party frem Wetherefield that 
decided to emigrate on account of an unhappy division that 
had arisen in the ch\irch there. 

In 1643, at the suggestion of Connecticut, a league • was 
formed among the New-England colonies for '* mutual aid 
and service." Each colony had the right to apix)int two 
commissioners, and this body was to meet once a year. The 
power was given them of framing laws for the regulation and 
protection of the Confederacy. 

Notwithstanding the agreement made at the time of the 
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division of tlie remnant of the Pequots, the Connecticut settlers 
gained information that led them to fear that Miantonomo, 
the NaiTagansett chief, was not onl}' inciting liis warriora to 
fight the Moliegans, l)ut to murder the English. There was 
an uneasy feeling among the settlers ; they went armed into 
their fields, and kept guard over their homes by night. 

Connecticut asked the Court at Boston to send one hun- 
dred men to Saybrook Fort, but they declined to do so. 
Meanwtiilc Miantonomo, having collected a picked army of 
six hundred warrioi-s, marched for the Mohegan counti-y.* 
Uncas, with his usual foresight, had stationed spies \i\x)n the 
mountain heights that overlooked the sun-ounding valleys. 
They discovered the Narragansetts as they were crossing a 
ford in the Shctucket River, and at once hastened to inform 
their chief. Accompanied by alK)ut four hundred warriors, 
Uncas started to meet the enemy. He had reached the S[)ot 
in the eastern part of the town of Norwich, now known as 
Sachem's Plain, when he learned that the NaiTagansetts 
were only a short distance away. They soon came in sight ; 
and Uncas sent a messenger to Miantonomo, asking for an 
inteniew. This was gi-antcil, and the two chiefs met at a 
point between their armies. 

Uncas opened the convereation, according to tradition, in 
these words : '* You have a number of stout men with you, 
and so have I with me. It is a great pity that such brave 
warriors should be killed in a private quarrel between us 
only. Come like a man, as you profess to be, and let us 
fight it out. If you kill me, my men shall l>c youre ; but if 
1 kill you, your men shall \>c mine." 

'' My men came to fight, and they shall fight," replied the 
Narragansett chief. Uncas instantly dropped to the ground, 
as a signal for his men to open the battle. The unexi^ected 
shower of arrows put the enemy to sudden flight ; and the 
Mohegans, with exultant cries, drove them over ttic rocks 
and precipices. Some of the swift-footed braves overtook 
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Miantonomo, and in various wa\'s impeded his flight until 
ITncas came up, and put his hand upon his shoulder.* He 
made no further resistance, but sat down upon the ground, 
and, without saying a word, looked his captor sullenly in the 
face. 

Uneas gave an Indian whoop that called his warriors about 
him. The victory was complete. The proud Narragansett 
chief made no request for mercy to himself or his men. 



tiUAVE OF MIANTONOMO. 

Uncas asked him why he did not speak. ''Had you taken 
me," he said, ''I should have besought you for my life." 
The captives were taken to the Mobegan fort, and treated 
with kindness. Uncas was shrewd enough to know that it 
would be best to consult with the English as to what should 
be done with Miantonomo. Having taken his prisoner to 
Hartfoixi, the time at length came for his trial. The charge 
that made the most impression upon the commissioners was 
that he had arranged a plan for cutting off the entire English 
population at a single ])low. Had they not believed this 
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cliai'ge was sustained by the evidence, it is difficult to exon- 
erate the colonists for their action towards the fallen chief 
who had done them many favors in times past. 

The matter was finally referred to five leading clei^men 
of the several colonies, who advised tliat sentence of death 
should l)e passed upon the accused. This advice was fol- 
lowed by the commissioners, and the execution of tiie penalty 
was left with Uncas. The common t edition has been, that, 
iiaving taken the captive chief back to the spot where he 
had been seized as a prisoner, the brother of Uncas, who 
was marching behind Miantonomo, with a single blow of 
his hatchet kille<l him. In the same siX)t, still known as 
"Sachem's Plain," he was buried. An immense heap of 
stones long marked the grave, placed there by the hands 
of his tnbe, who visited it at each anniversai7 of the death of 
their chief, and with loud lamentations expressed their grief. 

Some years ago a block of granite, inscribed with his 
name and the year of his death, was placed over the grave 
of the brave and gifted Nari-agausett chief. 



^ QREBNWicn* seven years After this, 
was ceded back to New Haven by the 
boundary treaty, which was made with 
Stuyvcsaot. 

> Delaware Bat. The attempt to 
form a eettlement met with opixMitlon, 
both from the Swedes and Dutch, who 
claimed the country. After tlic forma- 
tion of the union Ijctwcen the NewEng* 
land colonies, New Ilaven, through the 
coromisslouers, sought to gnin some sat- 
irtfaction for the Injury the Dutch had 
done the property of English settlors. 
In 1851 another attempt was made to 
send a company to form a pluntaiion. 
They were stopped by Governor Stuy- 
Tesanfc at New York, and comi)elled to 
return. The union failed to give any 
assurance of protection ; and, while the 
matter of establishing a permanent plan- 
tation was agitated for a number of 
years, the plan was (luaily given up. 



> A LEAors. This New-England 
Confederacy was very helpful to the 
interests of tlic colonies, and especially 
to Connecticut. The trouble with the 
Dutch threatened hostilities, while the 
Swedes were annoying the colony that 
had been sent to Delaware Bay. The 
Indians were restless, and the struggle 
in England between the King and Par- 
liameui made the colonists more anxious 
to unite for their mutual protection. 
Massachusetts, Plymouth, Connecticut, 
and New Haven signed the articles of 
union. "The Confederates took the 
name of ' The United Colonies of New 
England.* It was a league for both war 
and iicace, as mutual interest might de- 
mand. Each colony retained its own 
indei)endencc in all things, though it 
was bound to help all others at need. 
And the relative number of men that 
each should furnish was agreed upon. 
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If two hnndrod were wanted, MamAchu- 
sclts was to raiBc oue hundred, while the 
quolAH of the others were Hxcd at forty- 
live each. ThlH agreement wa» given 
effect by chooMing two comniisaionerH 
from each colony, who formed a board 
for settling all questions that should 
come before it" (Drake). 

* MiANTONOUo felt that the English 
had treated hira wrongfully; but his 
anger was directed towards Uncas as 
the one who had not only sought to 
arouse the ill feeling of the English 
agaJuKt him by false reports, but as the 
foe of his tribe and friends. Uncas had 



made war on Seqtmaeon, a ConnecUcat 
sachem, who was a relative and ally of 
Miantonoroo, and, after Icilling many of 
his men, had burnt their wigwams. 
When tidings of this attaclc upon his 
liinsman reached Miantonomo, he has- 
tcne<l at onoe to march against Uncas, giv. 
ing notice of his intention to the English. 
^ Talfret says (Hist. N. E., vol. ii. 
125), ** Miaotooomo, encumbered in hia 
flight by some * armor,' was dnm^^ by 
two of his own captains to Uncas, who, 
with a sense of their treachery different 
from what they had expected, bid them 
dead at his feet." 
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CHAPTER Vra. 

1643-1645. 

TROUBLES WITH THE DUTCH AND THE INDIANS. 

THE early govcmors of New Netherlands (New York) 
persistently asserted the claim of Holland to the valley 
of the Connecticut and the adjoining countiy, on the ground 
that they had explored the coast and liver, and bought lands, 
and traded with the Indians, both at "Good Hope " (Hart- 
ford), Saybrook ('' Kievit's Hook"), and ''Red Mount*' 
(New Haven), some time 1)efore their settlement by the Eng- 
lish. A good deal of bad temper was stirred up, but fortu- 
nately it never developed into an open contest of arms. 
Their common danger fi-om the Indians made them allies at 
the vei7 time lettei-s of fiery discussion were passing between 
the authorities. 

The sale of intoxicating liquors to the natives was the 
source of a very profitable trade to the Dutch merchants; 
but then, as now, it proved a terrible curse. The ignorant 
savages were made more brutal and bloodthii-sty by the 
kindling of this awful apiKjtite. The mui-der of a Dutch- 
man by a dmnken Indian, and the massacre, soon after, of 
thirty friendly natives, by the Mohawks, led the governor 
of New Amstcnlam to commission one of his captains to 
kill as man}' of the hostile tribe as he could find. 

This was the beginning of a guerilla warfare, in which 
the Indians set fii^e to fann and store houses, and sometimes 
killed their occupants. The Dutch governor found himself 
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in a very uncomfortable position. He asked Captain Under- 
bill of Stamford to assist bim, wbieb so enraged Marine, bis 
own bot-tempered commander, tbat be tried to kill bim ; and 
tbe feeling among tbe people was sucb tbat bis excellency 
hired a guard of fifty Englisbmen to protect bis person. 

Among tbe victims of tbis war was tbe notorious Mrs. 
Hutcbinson. After ber banisbment from MassacbOsetts on 
account of ber strange religious beliefs, sbe found refuge in 
Rbode Island, wbere sbe remained until tbe deatb of ber 
busband, wben sbe emigrated to tbe wilderness beyond 
Stamford. It was bere, wbile seeking to gain the good will 
of tbe natives, tbat sbe with ber entire family, and several 
neighbors, were treacherously murdered by the Indians, with 
tbe exception of a single daughter, who was carried into 
captivity. 

In the year 1644 the colonists were depressed by many 
anxieties. Tidings came of the civil war tbat was raging in 
England ; and at home tbe savages, on every side, were 
turbulent and threatening. The Narragansetts, eager and 
determined, sought to avenge the death of Miantonomo ; and 
tbe Indians in tbe western part of tbe State, who bad been 
beretofore peaceable, seemed to catch the fierce and warlike 
spirit of their neighbors, and committed terrible crimes 
against life and property. 

In the following year (1645) whole settlements in Virginia 
were destroyed at a single stroke ; and the settlers had reason 
to believe tbat tbe New-England Indians were arranging an 
alliance with the Southern tribes, with tbe purpose of de- 
stroying the entire English population. 

Steps were taken to quell the quarrel between tbe NaiTa- 
gansetts and Mohegans. At tbe request of the commission- 
ers, then in session at Hartford, the Narragansetts sent one 
of their chiefs, and Uncas came in behalf of tbe Mohegans. 
Uncas denied the principal grievance of the Narragansetts, 
— tbat be bad received a ransom for the life of Miantonomo, 
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and after his death had refused to return it. The decision 
of the commissioners was in his favor ; and the Narragansett 
chief agreed that his people should defer hostilities until after 
the next year's planting-time, and that thirty days' notice 
should be given to the governors of Massachusetts and Con- 
necticut before the war commenced. 

That the Indians stood in peculiar awe of the English is 
illustrated by a visit that was made, about this time, to Hart- 
ford by four sachems from the east end of Long Island. 
They appeared before the commissioners, and said that their 
tnbes had paid tiibute to the white men ever since the Pequot 
war, and they desired a certificate of their good behavior, 
and the assurance of the protection of the English as long 
as they were peaceable. The pa[>er was cheerfully given, 
and the delegation returned home highly- gratified. 

In December, 1644, a matter was settled, that not only in- 
creased the strength of the Connecticut colony, but decided 
questions in regard to title, that might have made much 
trouble. The General Court purchased from Colonel Fen- 
wick, and those he represented, the fort at Sa^'brook, with 
the adjoining lands and buildings, and also every claim that 
they had to the surrounding country.* It was agreed that 
Colonel Fenwick should be allowed the use of all the houses 
belonging to the fort for a perio<l of ten yeai-s, and that a 
duty for the same length of time should be paid to him on 
all beaver, grain, and biscuit exported from the river.^ The 
fort was at once put in good repair ; and Colonel Fenwick 
was requested to act as the agent of the colony in England, 
for the purpose of securing an " enlargement of the patent, 
and to furnish other advantages." 

In violation of the recent treaty, the Narragan setts, in the 
summer of 1G45, marched .to the Mohegan country, and at- 
tacked Uncas in his fort. So determined were they to an- 
nihilate their old enemy, that Connecticut and New Haven 
sent a few soldiers to aid the Mohegaus. A special meeting 
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of the commissioners was called ; and messengers were de- 
spatched by them to the sachems of the contending tribes, 
asking their presence in person, or by representatives, to 
give their reasons for making war. This they declined to do, 
and the Narragansett chiefs returned a threatening and in- 
sulting answer. Even Roger Williams of Rhode Island, 
whose voice was generally on the side' of peace, felt that it 
was necessary to prepare for an impending war. Three 
hundred men were gathered by formal proclamation, and 
placed under the command of Major Edward Gibbons. Cap- 
tain Mason and Lieutenant Robert Seeley had charge of the 
Connecticut and New-Haven forces. 



Alarmed by the prompt action of the colonies, the Narra- 
gansetts sent a present to Governor Winthrop of Massachu- 
setts, asking for peace, but begging the privilege of fighting 
the Mohegans, and avenging the death of Miantonomo. The 
present was returned by the commissioners, who sent word 
to Pessacus, Canonieus, and the other sachems of the Narra- 
gansctts and Niantics, that they would accept neither gift nor 
terms of peace until they had atoned for past offences, and 
given pledges of future good behavior. The sachems, with 
Pessacus at their liead, soon came to Boston, and appeared 
before the commissioners. They denied that they had been 
guilty of violating the old treaty, .and renewed their accusa- 
tions against Uncas, while giving assurance that they would 
not begin the war against the Mohegans before the next 
planting-time. 
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The commissioners, in a few plain, indignant woi*ds, gave 
the proofs that their statement regarding the keeping of the 
treaty was false, and assured them that they did not pro- 
I)ose to let mattei*s go on as they had done. The Indians 
finally acknowledged their treachery, and one of the leading 
chiefs humbly presented a stick to the commissioners as a 
token of submission. A new treaty was made, by which the 
hostile tribes restored to Uncas all the captives and canoes 
they had taken fmm him, and, as a pledge of good faith, 
gave hostages to the English, and agreed to pay '' two thou- 
sand fathom of good white wampum,"* in four instalments. 

The settlement made on the Tunxis (Farmington) River in 
1640 was incori)orated in 1G45, and given the name of Farm- 
ington. The township included the territory that has since 
been divided into the towns of Southington, Berlin, New 
Britain, Bristol, Burlington, Avon, and Plainville. 

George Wyllys,* elected governor of Connecticut in 1642, 
died in 1645. 



> This 8ai.e, on the part of Fen wick, 
included Uie fort at Haybrook and the 
land upon the river, wilb a pledge^ on 
bi« part, to convey to the colony, *' if it 
come into h\» power," all the land be- 
tween Say brook ami Narragansett River, 
included in the old patent. This convey- 
ance do60 not appear to have been made. 
Aa late as 1661 the colony did not havo 
even a copy of the patent. When Gov- 
ernor Winlhrop went to England to 
procure the charter of 1662, he was re- 
quested by the Ueneral Court to secure, 
if possible, a copy to aid him in assert- 
ing the rights of the colony. Through 
the kindness of the executor of Mr. 
Hopkins, a copy was found among the 
papers that were left by this gentleman 
on bis death. Winthrop brought it home 
with him, and some years since it was 
discovered among the old files in the 
Sute Department by Dr. J. H. Trum- 
bull. " The settlers of the river towns 



had not — before or after the agreement 
with Mr. Fen wick — any right of juris- 
diction except such as grew out of oc- 
cupation, purchase from the naUve 
proprietors, or (In the case of the Pequot 
territory) of conquest. Their policy 
seems to have been to dispose as quietiy 
and cheaply as possible of the claims of 
such as challenged their title, — into the 
exact nature of which they were not dis- 
posed to provoke too close an investiga- 
tion " (J. H. Trumbull, Col. Bee. of 
Conn., vol. ii. 569). 

5 The " Saybrook impost " was the 
occasion of a very serious difference be- 
tween Massachusetts and Connecticut. 
Of the settlements then existing on the 
river, one town, Bpriugtleld, was within 
the jurisdiction of Mas«>achusotlH. The 
people of Springfield refused to pay any 
duties to the ofilcers appointed to collect 
them, claiming that, as they belonged tu 
MH«sacbusetts, they ought not to be 
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taxed for the benefit of Connecticut. 
The quention was referred to the cora- 
miMionersof the colonies for their decis- 
ion. New Haven and Plymouth acted 
na arbitrators. The matter came up for 
hearing, under various pretcztn, during 
liie three following years ; and each time 
the decision was, tlial the ** impost " 
ought to be paid by the Springfield 
traders as well as by those in Conuecti 
cut. Massachusetts was not pleased by 
this decision, and sought to retaliate by 
placing a duty on all goods imported 
from Connecticut, as well as New Haven 
and Plymouth, to Boston, or exported 
fh>m there to these colonies. This act 
was rc|)ealed the next year (1650). The 
entire discussion caused a good deal of 
111 feeling, and has been a fruitful topic 
for bistoriauB of later times to dwell 
upon. 

s Wampum. Drake, in his " Making 
of New England," says, "Among the 
New -England Indians the manufacture 
and use of wampum, or shell-money, 
seems to have begun with the Narragan- 
setts, who sold it to the whites, who 
again used it the same as money in buy- 
ing furs of the Eastern Indians, by whom 
wampum came to be highly prized. 
In short, it represented the wealth 
of a tribe. But wampum had for the 
Indian a higher meaning. Beautifully 
wrought, the belts, or strings, of shells 
stood, not only as his highest work of art 
and workmanship, but were his records, 
his tokens or pledges of friendship, or 
his credentials to other peoples or tribes. 
The Indians had no written records; and 
belts of wampum were exchanged be- 
tween tribes to ratify treaties of (jeace 
or war, or as pledges of the good faith 
of the parties. Hence, they not only 
t>ore a character of sacredness, but sym- 
bolized the whole history of a war, a 
great council, or other remarkable event 
in the history of a tribe. No two belts 



were exactly alike. 8ome are very beau- 
tiful indeed, and show the Indian's ap- 
preciation of art, as the idea of the belt 
Itself does the poetic side of his nature. 
At certain seasons the Indians used to 
meet, in order to study the meaning, and 
renew the memories, of the wampum 
belts. Seated in a circle, the lielts were 
passed from hand to hand, while the 
story of each was being repeated by the 
old men of the tril>e. In this way what 
each belt stood for was made familiar to 
old and young. Boys who were the 
sons of chiefs were admitted to these 
talks, in order that they might get ac- 
quainted with the concerns of their tribe, 
at a time when such things impress 
themselves most. Wampum also was 
sometimes given in pledge for private 
friendship. There is no instance of such 
a promise ever having been broken by 
an Indian. Wampum was made from 
the inner wreath of the cockle or peri- 
winkle, some shells being white, and 
others blue, veined with purple. The 
white beads were used by the Indians 
for stanching the flow of blood from a 
wound. Its commercial value differed 
as much as gold and silver, being flrst 
determined by the quality, and next by 
the workmanship. In trade the strings 
passed at so much a fathom (six feet). 
Having little gold and silver, the whites 
soon adopted wampum as a medium of 
trade." 

* George Wtllts was of an old 
and honored English family, and in- 
herited a valuable estate in the county 
of Warwick. In 1638 Mr. Wyllys sent 
over his steward, with twenty men, with 
orders to purchase a site, and build a 
bouse, in Hartford for his use. Two 
ye^irs after this he left England, and 
came to Connecticut. He held a promi- 
nent position in the colony, and was 
elected a magistrate annually until the 
time of his death. 



Digitized 



by Google 



1646.] DISCOVERY OF AN INDIAN PLOT. 66 



CHAPTER IX. 

1646-1647. 

DISCOVERY OF AN INDIAN PLOT. 

THE wise leaders of affairs in Connecticut early saw that 
it was desirable to have a written code of laws. In 1646 
the Court " desired *' Roger Ludlow '* to take some pains in 
drawing forth a bo<ly of laws for the government of this 
Commonwealth." Three years passed before his work was 
completed and the code adopted.* 

The year was marked by a renewal of the controversy 
between Governor Kieft of New Netherlands and the colo- 
nial authorities. This warfare of words did not trouble 
them, however, as senously as the treachery of once friendly 
tribes of Indians. The inhabitants of Windsor suffered 
severe losses from the destruction of property ; and a plot 
to murder Governor Haynes, Governor Hopkins, and Mr. 
Whiting, a prominent magistrate, was traced to Sequasson, 
a River Indian. Fortunately the Waranokc brave, whom he 
had hired to do the deed, betrayed his employer, and in- 
formed the authorities at Hartford of their danger. 

The Mohawks constantly harassed the weak Indian tribes, 
scattered through the western part of the State ; but they 
were shrewd in keeping on good terms with the English. 
An interesting story, illustrating Indian character, is con- 
nected with the early history of Mil ford. A company of 
Mohawks came within the borders of the town, and lay 
in the ambush of a swamp waiting to attack the Milford 
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Indians. The English discovered their hiding-place, and 
apprised their neighbors of the danger. They gathered in 
large numbers, and suddenly surrounded the Mohawks, who 
were taken by surprise, and easily defeated. Among the 
piisoners was a stalwart warrior, whom his captors tied to 
a stake, and left in the tall grass of the swamp to die of 
starvation. An Englishman found the ix>or savage in this 
cruel plight, and, cutting the thongs that bound his limbs, 
set him at liberty. Having given him food and shelter, he 
aided his escai)e. This kindness was never forgotten by the 
Mohawks. They always treated the citizens of Milfoixl with 
marked civility, and in various ways sought to show their 
gratitude to the one who had given his aid. 

Tobacco was fii*st brought into use about this time ; and 
the Connecticut colony passed a curious law in regard to it, 
that we give as it stands on the original records. 

"tod AC KG. 

"Forasmuch as it is observed, that many abuses are crept in, and 
committed, by frequent taking of tobacko: 

" It is ordered by the authority of thin Courte, That no person 
under the age of twenty years, nor any other, that hath not already 
accustomed himselfe to the use thereof, shall take any tobacko, untill 
hee hath brought a cirtificate under the liand of some who are ap- 
proved for knowledge and skill in phisick, that it is usefull for him, 
and allso, that hee liath received a lycense from the Courte, for the 
same, — And for the regulating of those, who either by theire former 
taking it, have to their own apprehensions, made it necessary to them, 
or upon due advice, are persuaded to the use thereof: 

" 7/ is ordered, Tliat no man within this colonye, after the publica- 
tion hereof, shall take any tobacko, publicquely, in the street, nor 
shall any take it in the fields or woods, unless when they be on their 
travel or journey at least 10 miles, or at tlie ordinary tyme of repast 
called dynner, or if it be not then taken, yet not above once in the 
day at most, & then not in company with any other, under the pen- 
alty of six-pence for each offence against this order, in any the 
IH'rticulars thereof, to bee paid without gainesaying uppon conviction, 
by the testimony of one witness, that is without just exception." 
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In the spring of 1646, John Winthrop, jun., under the 
auspices of Massachusetts, began a settlement near Pequot 
Harbor. This territory was claimed, lx)th by Massachusetts 
and Connecticut. Mr. Winthrop removed his family from 
Boston in the fall of 1646. They spent the wiuter upon 
Fisher's Island, but in the spiing they settled on the main- 
land. This was the beginning of the city of New London. 
In 1647 the territory was c*onceded to belong to Ck)nnecticut, 
and the General Court suggested that the place be called 
^^ Fair Harbor;" but the settlei's finally decided ujwn the 
name of New London. The '^ Pequot River" was there- 
after known as the '* Thames." 

A romantic interest is attached to the death of the wife 
of Colonel Fen wick of Say brook, that is supiK)sed to have 
occurred not far fi-om this time. Lady Fenwick was the 
daughter of Sir Edwaixl Apsley of England, and came to 
this country, cherishing the hope with her husband, that a 
beautiful and flourishing city might spring up where the 
waters of the Connecticut flowed into the Sound. The great 
leaders of the Revolution in England, like Cromwell and 
Hampilen, were among those who planned to make this spot 
their future home, should they be comi>elled to leave their 
native land. The friends whom Lady Fenwick ex[jected to 
welcome did not come, and she si)ent the remaining years 
of her life in the loneliness of surroundings that nmst have 
often seemed sad and strange in contrast with those of other 
days. Her tomb of hewn blocks of sandstone, without name 
or inscription, stood in a conspicuous s|)ot not far from the 
old fort. Some years since, in building the Valley railroad, 
it was necessary to disturb this ancient memorial ; and it was 
removed with every care to the cemetery near at hand. 

The death of the Rev. Thomas Hooker,* in the summer 
of 1647, was a severe affliction to the infant colony of 
Connecticut. Recognized as ** the light of the Western 
churehes," the historian Bancroft says, '* He had no lival 
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in public estimation but Cotton Mather, whom he surpassed 
in force of character, in liberality of spirit, in soundness of 
judgment, and in clemency. They who judge men by their 
services to the human race, will never cease to honor the 
memory of Hooker." 



> Until this code was established, 
punlshmeut was left to the discretion of 
th« Court, and was sometimes arbitrary 
and uncertain. Tlie code was by no 
means an original composition on the 
part of Ludlow. It is a compilation 
from the code of Massachusetts and 
other existing law. 

> Mr. Hookeu feli a victim to an 
epidemic disease that carried off many 
Indians as well as Dutch and English. 
Cotton Mather has left an account of his 
death, in which he says, ** In the time of 
his sickness, he did not say much to the 
standers-by; but being aslsed that he 
would utter his apprehensions about 
<»orae important things, especially about 
the state of New England, he answered, 



' I have not that work now to do : I have 
already declared the counsel of the 
Lord.* And when one that stood weep- 
ing by his bedside said to him, *Sir, you 
arc going to receive the reward of all 
your labors,* he replied, * Brother, I am 
going to receive mercy.* Closing his 
eyes with his own hands, the glorious 
peace of soul which he had enjoyed 
without interruption for near thirty 
years together, so gloriously accompa- 
nied him, tlial a worthy spectator, writ- 
ing to Mr. Cotton, a relative thereof, 
made this reflection : * Truly, sir, the 
sight of his death will make me have 
more pleasant thoughts of death than 
ever I yet had in my life.' " 
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CHAPTER X. 

1647-1651. 

UNCAS AND THE NARRAGAN8ETT8. 

THE Narragansett and Niantic Indians broke their pledge 
of peace at the first opportunity. They failed to furnish 
the wampura they had agreed to pay, and hired bands of 
Pocomtocks^ and Mohawks to assist them in their war of 
extermination against the Mohegans. The governor sent 
Thomas Stanton to Pocomtoek, at the head of a deputation 
that found the Indians aimed, and waiting for their Mohawk 
allies. The stem thi*eats of Stanton, that the English would 
avenge any wrong that Uneas suffered, had the desired effect ; 
and, the Mohawks failing to come, the Narragansetts gave up 
these plans of war, although they injured and wantonly de- 
stroyed a large amount of property in Rhode Island. 

In 1649 the old feud broke out again. Enraged that they 
had been so often baffled in their attempts to destroy the 
hated Mohegans, the Narragansett and Niantic chiefs plotted 
the assassination of Uncas. The Indian whom they hired to 
do this deed went on board a vessel where Uncas was, and 
stabbed him in the breast. The wound did not prove fatal ; 
and as soon as Uncas was sufficiently recovered, he appeared 
before the commissioners to tell the story of his wrongs. 
Ninigret, the Niantic chief, was summoned to appear, and 
clear himself of the charge made against himself and Pes- 
sacus, that they had hired the assassin of Uncas. His de- 
fence proved very lame; and the commissioners gave him 
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to understand, that, unless he kept the pledges heretofore 
given, he must suffer the consequences. 

Uncas started a rumor that caused considemble anxiety, 
to the effect that a son or brotlier of Sassacus was negotiat- 
ing an alliance with Ninigret by marriage with his daughter, 
and that he was to receive the support of the Narragansetts 
and Niantics in assuming the position of chief over the 
Pequots. Uncas had so many reasons for wishing the Eng- 
lisli to believe this story, that it looks as if it might have 
had a reality in his imagination alone. He had treated the 
captive Pequots in the most cruel manner ; and the wretched 
remnant of the once proud tribe, year after year, came 
before the commissioners with a narrative of wrongs that 
ought to have mitigated their condition long before it did. 
Uncas was faithful to the English, but his actions towards 
other tribes of Indians were marked by perfidy and cruelty. 

The Narragansetts still neglected to pay the wampum now 
long due ; and in the autumn of 1650, Captain Humphrey 
Atherton of Massachusetts was sent with twenty men to 
enforce the payment. 

Pessacus met the little company witli a long speech, which 
gave his warriors time to gather in increasing number. 
Without waiting for the conclusion of the oration, the brave 
English captain rushed into the wigwam, and seized the 
Narragansett chief by the hair of his head, and, pointing a 
loaded pistol at his person, told him he would blow his 
brains out if he offered the least resistance. Tlic cowed and 
trembling sachem then and there counted out the wampum 
that a moment before he had loudly protested was not in his 
possession. 

Having finished his errand with Pessacus in this summary* 
fashion, Atherton liastened to visit Ninigret, who was thor- 
ougiily intimidated by the message which he bi-ought to him. 

His Excellency, Peter Stuyvesant, was now governor of 
New Netherlands. Soon after he assumed the duties of his 
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office, in 1647, the commi8sionci*s, in the name of the colonies 
of New England, sent him a congratulatory letter, in which 
they took occasion to call his attention to some matters in 
which they thought their Dutch neighboi-s had done them 
wrong. As time went hy, the situation grew woi*sc ; and on 
Sept. 11, 1650, the Dutch governor came to Hartford. lie 
declined to attend the meetings of the commissioners, and 
his request that the business should be transacted by written 
communications was granted. The war of words that had 
so long been in progress now culminated in a substantial 
recognition of the claims of the colonists, and the estab- 
lishment of a boundary^ that was of great advantage to 
them. 

War having broken out between England and Holland, 
with prudent foresight, the General Court of Connecticut 
oi"dered that the fort at Saybrook should be put in readiness 
for attack, and that the families in the vicinity should be 
brought within the enclosure. It was rei>orted that a plan 
was being concerted between hostile Indian tribes and the 
authorities of New Netherlands for the extermination of the 
English. This i*eix>rt was indignantly and, no doubt, justly 
denied by Governor Stuyvesant ; but the colonists were in a 
very excited and distrustful state of mind. 

The tide of feeling ran high on both sides ; and the com- 
missioners, with the exception of Bradstreet, were in favor 
of declaring war. That gentleman represented the ix)sition 
and wishes of the General Court of Massachusetts. The 
stubborn determination of their delegates against the will 
of the other colonies, then, as at other times, tlireatened the 
dissolution of the Union.* Indignant at the action of Mas- 
sachusetts, Connecticut and New Haven ap|)ealed to Eng- 
land for help. This appeal wjis not in vain, and they were 
rejoiced to hear that ships and men would soon be sent to 
aid them. 

Norwalk, the eastern part of which was [)urchased by 
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Roger Ludlow from the Indiaas in 1640, was incorporated, 
b}' Connecticut at the General Court of 1651. The planters 
to whom the grant was given did not remove to their new 
home until that year. 

Duruig the same year (1651) Mattabesett was first settled 
by the English, and in the fail of 1653 its name was changed 
to Middletown. 



> A TRIBE which held the country 
about Deerfleld in Massachusetta. 

5 BouMDABT. Tho comuiieeionera 
chose Bradstreet of Boston, and Prince 
of Plymouth, and Governor Stuyvesant 
chose Thomas Willet and George Bax- 
ter, as arbitrators. They diniKjiMjd of the 
boundary question in these terms : — 

"I. That upon Long Island, a line 
run from the westermost part of Oyster 
Bay, and so on a streight and direct line 
to the sea, shall be the bounds betwixt 
the English and the Dutch there, the 
easterly to l)eIong to the Euglish, and 
the westermost to the Dutch. 

"II. The bounds upon the Main to 
begin at the West side of Greenwich 
Bay, being about four miles from Stam- 
ford, and so to run a northerly Hue, 
twenty miles up into the country, and 
after, as it shall be agreed, by the two 
governments of the Dutch and New 
Ilaven, provided the said line come not 
within ten miles of Hudson's River. 
And it is agreed, that the Dutch shall 
not at any lime hereafter, build any 
bouse or habitation within six miles ot 
the said line: the Inhabitants of Green- 
wich to remain (till further consideration 



thereof be had) under the government of 
the Dutch. 

*' III. The Dutch shall hold and enjoy 
all the lands in Hartford that, they are 
actually possessed of, known and set out 
by certain marks and bounds, and all the 
remainder of the said land, on both sides 
of Connecticut Uiver, to be and remain 
to the English there. And It is agreed 
that the aforesaid bounds and limits, 
both upon the island and main, shall be 
observed and kept inviolable, both by the 
English of the united colonies, and all 
the Dutch nation, without any encroach- 
ment or molestation, until a full and final 
determination be agreed upon in Europe, 
by the mutual consent of the two states 
of England and Holland." 

> " So long as the Confederacy acted 
In accordance with the wishes of Massa- 
chusetts, all went well; but when she 
differed from the others, she was ready 
to dissolve the Union rather than yield " 
(Lodge's History of the English Colonies 
In America). Mr. Lodge is a loyal son 
of Massachusetts ; but this frank observa- 
tion, it seems to us, Is in accord with the 
facts of history. 
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CHAPTER XI. 

1653-1657. 

STAMFORD AND FAIRFIELD THREATENED BY THE DUTCH. 

THE hostile attitude of affairs between the Dutch and 
English was especially tiding and disastrous to the 
towns west of New Haven. Stamfoixi and Fairfield were 
exposed to imminent danger, and felt that the colonial au- 
thorities did them a serious wrong in failing to send troops 
for their protection. Stamford threatened to discontinue 
the payment of taxes to Connecticut, and place herself under 
the immediate protection of England. Fairfield went so far 
as to vote in town-meeting to raise tj-oops without consulting 
the colony, and carry on war themselves.* This indei>end- 
ent and plucky action met with a severe reprimand. 

Not far from this time, the captain of a small armed vessel 
was arrested, under orders of the New-Haven colony, for 
carr}'ing on an illegal trade with the Dutch at Manhattan. 
While the trial was in progress, the sailoi*s pulled up anchor, 
and sailed out of Milford Harbor. A company of brave 
Milford citizens at once manned a vessel, and, arming it as 
best they could, started in pursuit. They pressed the fugi- 
tive so hard that the crew betook themselves to their skiff, 
and left their well-equipped vessel at the mercy of the gal- 
lant pursuers, who brought it back to their harbor, where she 
was condemned, with her cargo, as a lawful prize. 

The fleet which Cromwell had sent, at the request of Con- 
necticut and New Haven, had aiTived in Boston Harbor. 
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CommissioDers were at once despatched from both colonies 
to Boston, to make arrangements for the campaign. They 
were more tlian willing to raise their proportion of an army 
of fifteen hundred men. If Massachusetts was unwilling to 
take part in the war, '' rather than the design should fall," 
they would engage to furnish four or five hundred men if 
they were put under commanders whom their agents ap- 
proved. Tidings of peace in Europe put an end to the ex- 
pedition, not without regret on the part of Connecticut and 
New Haven, for they had strong hopes that it would rid 
them of their troublesome Dutch neighbors. 

Ninigret continued to harass the Long-Island Indians ; and 
the commissioners sent a company of soldiers, under com- 
mand of Major Willard, with orders, not only to compel 
the Niantic chief to desist from waging further war ui)on 
the Montauk Indians, but also to demand payment of the 
tribute still due, and take from liim the captive Pequots in- 
trusted to his care. Willard found that Ninigret had anti- 
cipated his visit, and taken refuge with his braves in a 
swamp several miles away. Without attempting to follow 
him, the English returned to Connecticut, followed by nearly 
one hundred miserable Pequots, whose prayer for protection- 
was granted. Under the charge of an Indian governor, who 
ruled them by a code of laws specially prepared, they were 
given a tract of land on the Paucatuck and Mystic Rivers, 
and were permitted to hunt in the forests west of the 
Mystic. 

Ninigret, as soon as he came out of his unmolested place 
of concealment, renewed the war against the Montauk tribe, 
and did great injury to the property of tiie English settlci*8 
at East Hampton and South Hampton. In response to a 
further appeal for help, an armed vessel, under command of 
Captain John Youngs, was sent to watch the movements of 
the Niantics. This, for the time, proved an effectual barrier 
against the turbulent spiiit and plans of Ninigret. 
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The New-Haven colony received an urgent invitation from 
Cromwell to emigrate to Jamaica, whicli met at fii-st with n 
very favoi-able reception. The Protector held out the most 
libeml inducements, and the plan was very pleasing to those 
who had been disappointed in the New-England settlement 
as a place of trade. The towns ouUide of New Haven did 
not favor the scheme, and after much discussion the Court 
decide<l that it was not wise to make the change. 

The year was marked l>y quarrels and ware between the 
scattered bands of Indians within tlie teriitory of the colonies. 
Uncas appeara to have sliown an ugly and treacherous temper, 
that sought in every [mssible way to foment trouble. The 
feud still i-aged l>etween his tribe and the Narragansetts. 
Pessacus, by a stealthy and sudden approach, surrounded 
Uncas in his foit; but the wily chief contrived to send 
word of his critical position to the garrison at Saybrook. 
Thomas Leflfingwell, an ensign at the fort, was permitted to 
load a canoe with provisions, which, having paddled into 
the moutli of the Thames River under cover of the night, 
he brouglit to the famishing Mohegans. With courage and 
strength restored, Uncas led his warriore in such a furious 
chai-ge that the Narragansetts were utterly routed. There is 
a ti-adition that the Mohegan chief, as an expression of his 
gratitude, gave Ensign LelDngwell a deed of nearly tlie whole 
of the present town of Norwich. It is the truth of historic 
reconl, however, that in 1G59 Uncas, for seventy i)ounds, 
gave a deed of a lai-ge tract of land to an English company 
at Saybrook, that included the same teriitory. 

Major Mason was at the head of the company, that in- 
cluded the pastor of the Saybrook church and most of its 
members, which in the spring of IGOO settled at Norwich. 

During the few years covered by this chapter, the colonists 
wei-e called to mourn tlie loss of some of their most distin- 
guisheil citizens. John Haynes, the tii-st governor of Con- 
necticut, and who held that olliee every alternate year until 
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his decease, died in 1654. The owner of an elegant estate 
in England, with an annual hieome of five thousand dollai-s, 
he joined his fortunes with that of his intimate and admii*ed 
friend, Hooker, and was a leader in the little band that 
settled Hartford. Pleasant in manner, and well balanced in 
character and judgment, he was universally resj^ected and 
beloved. 

Edward Hopkins, an opulent London merchant, first came 
to this country with the company that settled at New Haven. 
He soon decided to remove to Hartford, and for eleven yeai-s 
was elected governor of Connecticut alternately with Haynes. 
The death of his brother, in 1653, made it necessary for him 
to visit England. He exi>ected to return in a short time, 
but Cromwell required his services. He was apjwinted a 
warden of the fleet, and commissioner of the admualty ; and 
at the time of his death, March, 1657, he was a member of 
Cromwell's last Parliament. By his will, he gave most of 
his property to further the cause of education in New Eng- 
land. The public grammar schools of New Haven, Hart- 
ford, and Hadley, and also Harvaitl College, were recipients 
of his generous gift. Hopkins was a man of great executive 
ability, and trained in the practical management of affaira. 
He was connected with the family of Governor Eaton by 
maiTiage, and the friendship between them was both strong 
and tender.^ 

Theophilus Eaton, who died at his home in New Haven, 
Jan. 7, 1657, was the first governor of that colony, and con- 
tinued in that office until his death. The son of an English 
clergyman, he early enteied \i\x>n a distinguished meixjantile 
career. For a time he acted as an ambassador of the king 
at the court of Denmark, and upon his return accumulated 
lai-ge wealth as a merchant in London. He held earnestl}' 
to the opinions that found expression in the constitution of 
the New-Haven colony, and did all that was in his [)ower to 
sustain them. Active and wise in the guidance of public 
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affairs, his private life was marked by generous hospitality 
and consistent piety.* 

In the spring of 1657, John Winthrop of New London 
was cliosen governor of Connecticut. Massachusetts had 
done all in its ix)wer to retain his services, and for many 
years he was elected a magistrate of that colony. He de- 
clined a flattering invitation to return and make his home 
with them, and in 1651 he became a freeman of Connecticut. 
At the very beginning of his administration of the high office 
in which he was to perform such signal and honored sendees, 
imix>rtant changes were made. Evei-y freeman was admitted 
on the vote of the central government of the colony. A troop 
of horse were for the first time enrolled. Im^wrtant action 
was taken, by which new churches could only be formed by 
the consent of the General Court and the approbation of 
neighboring churches. New interest was taken in the reli- 
gious instruction of the Indians, and more care shown in 
making liberal contributions to the college at Cambridge. 



1 RooEB Ludlow was made oom- 
roander of the town militia. This is 
about the last we hear of this gifted 
roan, whoae faults of temper sadly de- 
tracted, both from his judgment and 
iuduence. At once ambitious and iras- 
cible, he failed to secure the positions he 
coveted, although his ability was recog- 
nized in many ways. He left Massachu- 
setts, and joined his fortunes with the 
early settlers of Connecticut, because 
he felt tliat others less worthy tlian him- 
self were preferred l>efore hlra. It would 
ap|>ear that the same reasons influenced 
him in going to Fnirfleld. His impetuous 
spirit broke out in full force against the 
Dutch ; and when both New Haven and 
(.'onnecticut showed their dUplensure at 
ttie action of Fairfield, he expri>M»«ed bis 
indiguatiou in the strongest terms. The 



following spring he left ConnecUcut, and 
probably sailed from Virginia to Eng- 
land, and 8i)ent his last dwys there. 

2 On bis death-bed in England, he 
said, " How often have I pleased myself 
with thoughts of a joyful meeting with 
my father Eaton I I remember with 
what pleasure he would come down the 
street, that he might meet me when I 
came from Hartford to New Haven ; but 
with how much greater pleasure shall 
we shortly meet one another in heaven." 

* Thb colony erected a monument to 
his memory, bearing this inscription : — 

"Eaton, so famed, so wise, so meek, so 

just. 
The I'hocnlx of our world, here hides bis 

diii^t: 
This name forget. New England never 

must.*' 
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CHAFfER XII. 
THE STORY OF THE REGICIDES. 

ON the 27th of July, 1660, a ship arrived in Boston, bring- 
ing intelligence that Charles II. had ascended the throne 
of England. 

Before his restoration, the king promised that foi^iveness 
would be granted to all who should give their allegiance to 
his authority, except those who might be condemned by 
Parliament. 

The House of Commons was disixwed to pardon, even the 
members of the court that had condemned Charles I. to 
death ; but the Loixls insisted that they should be brought 
to trial. Following this advice, the king issued a pix)clama- 
tion, declaring that such of the judges of his father as did 
not surrender within fourteen days would receive no paixlon. 

Nineteen delivered themselves up ; while others, in the 
attempt to flee, were overtaken, and brought back to the trial 
that ended in the condemnation and execution of ten of 
these unhappy men. 

X Of the regicides who escaped by flight, three found shelter 
in New England. Edward Whallcy and William Gofle ar- 
rived at Boston in July, 1660, and John Dixwell came later. 
The romantic story of their life and wanderings is in many 
wa3's woven into the history of the State. When they fii*st 
leached Boston, it was thought that their exile would be 
temporary, and that they would receive the royal .forgive- 
ness. Governor Endicott and other prominent citizens ex- 
tended the hospitalities of their homes to these distinguished 
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strangers, and they did not hesitate to appear in public 
places. When word was received, however, that they were 
looked upon as traitors by the king, the general feeling 
changed towards them. 

Having learned that the Massachusetts authorities were 
seriously considering the question of their apprehension, 
the alarmed regicides sought refuge among friends in New 
Haven. They found this shelter none too soon ; for a royal 
mandate reached Massachusetts, requiring the aiTcst of the 
fugitives. Tidiugs came by the same ship of the execution 
of ten of the regicides, and the authorities of the colonies 
could not fail to see that it would bring their loyalty in 
question if they did not give earnest attention to the king's 
command. Two zealous 3'oung offlcei-s were authorized to 
search for Whalley and Goffe as far as Manhattan. Tiie 
promise of promotion gave zest to their errand. When they 
reached Ilartfoixl, Governor Winthrop very readily gave them 
a warrant to search within the jurisdiction of Connecticut, 
but assured them that it would be a vain quest. Hastening 
on to Guilford, the home of acting Govenior Leete of the 
New-Haven colony, they asked for his official assistance. 

With great delil>eration of action, the governor declined 
to issue any warrant until he had consulted with the other 
magistrates. This delay compelled them to remain at Guil- 
ford over the sabbath ; and in the interval, it is supposed 
that a message was carried to New Haven, warning the 
judges of their danger. While the ro3'al pursuers were 
chafing at their enforced sta}' at Guilford, Davenport, the 
warm friend of the regicides, was preaching to his people at 
New Haven, fi*om the text, ''Take counsel, execute judg- 
ment; make thy shadow as the night in the midst of the 
noonday ; hide the outcasts ; bewray not him that wandereth. 
r>et mine outcasts dwell with thee, Moab ; be thou a covert to 
them from the face of the spoiler." The congregation under- 
stood the sermon without any need of pei-sonal application. 
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Early Monday morning the officei-s rode into New Haven ; 
but his excellency, Governor Leete, was still very deliberate 
in his movements, and did not arrive in town until a later 
hour. He assured the young gentlemen, that, to the best of 
his belief, the persons they were so anxious to find were not 
in the colony. Still pressing their demand for a warrant, 
they asked the privilege of searching one or two houses 
where they had reason to think the regicides were hid ; but 
the governor said he could do nothing until he had called a 
meeting of the freemen. 

By this time the officers were thoroughly angry, and inti- 
mated that the worthy governor would get himself and the 
colony into trouble by his dilatory action. These remarks 
made such a deep impression, that the governor convened 
the magistrates, and continued their deliberations for five or 
six hours. They decided that it would be necessary to call 
a General Court. The indignant ofldcers were more out- 
spoken in their wrath than ever, and accused the authorities 
of treason in attempting to hinder their service. To the 
question '* whether he would obey the king, or no, in this 
affair,'* Leete replied, '' We honor his majesty, but we have 
tender consciences.** 

Finding themselves in a community not easily overawed, 
even by fine young gentlemen bearing a royal commission, 
the two disgusted oflScers journeyed as far as Manhattan, 
where they were politely received by Governor Stuyvesant, 
who promised them aid in arresting the fugitives, if they 
could be found in the Dutch territory. From Manhattan 
they soon took passage for Boston, without visiting again 
the authorities of New Haven and Connecticut. 

It is supposed that the regicides, when word came to 
them of the arrival of the pursuing officers at Guilford, were 
secreted at the home of William Jones, whose wife was a 
daughter of Governor Eaton. That night (May 11) they 
left New Haven, and found refuge in a mill in the woods, 
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two miles north of the town. Early Monday morning they 
were conducted by Mr. Jones and two other friends, three 
miles or more into the wilderness. Having found a hatchet 
on the spot that they had selected to build a rude shelter of 
branches, they called the place Hatchet Harbor. They spent 
two nights here ; and then, having learned that the pursuei-s 
were on the way to ^lauhattan, they were guided to West 
Rock, or Providence Hill as they named it, by Richard 
Sperry, who had been one of the little party who had left 
them at Hatchet Harbor. 

Here they found a slight shelter, afforded by several large 
fragments of trap-rock, that has ever since been known as 
the "Judges' Cave.** The magnificent outlook from this 
spot takes in the surrounding country for many miles, with 
a wide sweep of the Sound. It was easy of access, and at 
the same time very secluded. Whalley and Goffe remained 
in this neighborhood from May 15 to June 11. They were 
furnished with food by Mr. Sperry, whose house was at 
the foot of the hill, about a mile away. The probabilities 
are, that they went down in the evening, and slept at Mr. 
Sperr3''s, returning early in the mornhig. 

Two days after the regicides had removed to West Rock, 
at a meeting of the General Court, Deputy-Governor Leete 
called attention to a copy of a letter from his Majesty, with 
another letter from the governor of the Massachusetts col- 
ony, " for the apprehending of Colonel Whalley and Colonel 
Goffe." The Court declared, that, to the best of their knowl- 
edge, these persons were not within the colony : they, how- 
ever, ordered diligent search to be made, but without avail. ^ 

Learning that Mr. Davenport was suspected of concealing 
them, the regicides left their hiding-place on the 11th of 
June, and appeared on the streets of New Haven. It is not 
known where they spent the next few days ; but on Saturday, 
June 22, they were in New Haven, and imd word sent to 
Mr. Gilbert, now deputy-governor, that they were ready to 
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surrender, if it was nccessaiy, rather than place any of their 
friends in danger on their account. There were those who 
advised them not to surrender ; and on Monday, while the 
magistrates were preparing to arrest them, they quietly 
sought thejr old place of refuge at West Rock. They re- 
mained here until the 19th of August, '' when, the search 
for them being pretty well over, they ventured to the house 
of one Tomkins, near Milfoixl, where they remained two 
years, without so much as going into the orchard. After 
that they took a little more liberty, and made themselves 
known to several persons in whom they could confide ; and 
each of them frequently prayed, and also exercised, as they 
term it, or preached, at private meetings in their chamber." * 

Learning, in 1664, that new commissioners from England 
had landed at Boston, chained, among other duties, with 
their aiTCst, the unfortunate regicides dcci<led to seek a 
more secluded hiding-place. They retired at first to their 
cave on West Rock ; but the discovery of their retreat by a 
party of Indians, compelled them in a few days to go else- 
where. From this unknown s\x)t they jounieyed by night 
to the frontier town of Hadley, Mass., where they were 
concealed in the home of the Rev. John Russell. Here 
they continued to reside until the death of Whalley, some 
ten years afterwards. The later years of Goffe are shrouded 
in myster}^ ; but the probabilities are, that he died in Hadley, 
and was buried by the side of AVhalley, in the cellar of the 
house that for so long a time kept the secret of their hiding. 

An interesting tradition of the regicides is a part of the 
history of Hadle}'. During the dark days of "King Philip's 
War,*' the people had gathered in their meeting-house to 
observe a fast. While the service was in progress, the 
alarm was given of the approach of a large body of Indians. 
It was the custom for a part of the congregation to attend 
public worship under arms, and those who were on duty at 
this time bravely attempted to repel the sudden attack of 
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the savages. The battle from the first was very unequal 
in numbers ; and the Indians were gaining the advantage, 
when a man, venerable in years, and singular in his dress 
and appearance, came upon the scene, and directed the move- 
ments of the villagers with such skill, that the enemy were 
soon put to flight. The stranger at once disappeared, and 
the people very generally believed that an angel had been 
sent of God for their deliverance. Years afterwai*ds it was 
known that the supposed heavenly messenger was Goffe the 
regicide. 

Another of the judges of King Charles, at a later date, 
lived and died at New Haven. It is not known where 
Colonel John Dixwell spent the early years of his enforced 
captivity. He visited Goffe and Whalley at Hadley in 1665, 
and some time after this took up his residence in New 
Haven, under the assumed name of James Davids. He 
found a devoted friend in the Rev. James Pierpont, the 
second successor of Mr. Davenport in the ministry' there. 
Their home-lots adjoined in the rear, and they were in the 
habit of meeting frequently for prolonged conversation at 
the fence that separated their yards. The minister's wife 
wondered that her husband should enjoy the CK)mpany of 
this aged man so much ; but the answer to her question as 
to his friend and neighbor was simply, '* He is a very know- 
ing and learned man." 

During a visit of Sir Edmund Andros to New England, 
he spent a Sunday in New Haven.' While in attendance 
upon public worship, his attention was arrested by the face 
and bearing of a venerable man sitting in one of the pews. 
At the close of the service he inquired of some one who the 
gentleman was. "He is a merchant living in town," was 
the reply. Sir Edmund, with his suspicions aroused, said, 
shaking his head, " I know he is not a merchant." 

Mr. Davids did not attend the aftcmoon service ! 

At the death of Colonel Dixwell, his real name and char- 
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acter were made known ; but he requested that no monument 
should be erected at his grave giving his name and |)erson, 
*' lest his enemies might dishonor his ashes." In accoixlanee 
with his wish, a plain stone marked his burial-place, in- 
scribed simply with the initials *' J. D., Esq.," and giving 
his age and the date of his death. 



> A BBABCH-WARRANT was placed in 
tbo hands of peraons in different towns. 
The writer of this note may be pardoned 
for Uking interest in the fact that his 
ancestor, Thomas Sanford, one of the 
original planters of Milford, was ap- 
pointed by Governor Treat to aid in 
this search within the limits of that 
town. 

* This btort, as a tradition, is re- 
lated by Ilollister: "During their sUy 
at Milford, there was brought over from 
England a ballad, written by some balr- 
bralned, cavalier rhymer, placing the 
regicides in such a ludicrous light tliat 
a loyalist might be excused for laughing, 
or a Puritan for biting bis lip, at the 
recital of It. This ballad, a girl who was 
an Inmate of Mr. Tomklns's family, or 
who was in the habit of visiting the 
house, liad committed to memory, and 
had learned to sing It, which she hap- 
pened to do In the cliamber above tbe 
room occupied by the Judges. They 
were so delighted with the song, that 
they used to beg their host to have it re- 
peated by the young ladles of the family* 



who little knew wliat an interested audi- 
tory liad been provided for them/' 

• Sib Bom UNO was never n welcome 
visitor at New Haven or Hartford. There 
is a tradition, that, on this very Sunday, 
the deacon gave out the fifty-second 
psalm to be sung, as found in Stem- 
hold and Hopkins's version, which runs 
thus : — 

** Why dost thou, tyrant, boast abroad. 
Thy wicked works to praise? 
Dost thou not know there is a God. 
Whose mercies last always? 

Why dost thy mind yet fttlll devise 
Such wicked wiles to warp? 

Thy tongue untrue. In forging lies. 
Is like a razor sharp. 

Thou dost delight In fraud and guile, 
In mischief, blood, and wrong; 

Tliyllps have learned tbe flattering style, 
O false, deceitful tongue I " 

Andros called the deacon to an ao- 
oount; but lie gave as an excuse, that 
it was the usage of tlie church to sing 
the psaUns in courM, and tbe matter was 
dropped. 
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CHAPTER Xin. 
1662-1664. 

THE UNION OF THE NEW -HAVEN COLONY WITH 
CONNECTICUT. 

WE come now to the histoiy of the union of the New- 
Haven colony with that of Connecticut. Ik)th of these 
colonies, in their original settlement, occupied lands included 
in the great patent given by King James I. to the famous 
Plymouth Company. 

In 1630 they conveyed their title to Robert Earl of War- 
wick ; and he conveyed it to Lord Say and Seal, with other 
distinguished men associated with him. This was the patent 
under which the Saybrook colony claimed a right to the sur- 
rounding country, that, while unrecognized by the people of 
Connecticut, no doubt made them more anxious to bring 
about the purchase from Colonel Fcnwick, which has already 
been noticed. 

The colonists were deeply interested in the stormy revo- 
lution in the mother country, of which Cromwell was the 
controlling spirit. They knew that the great Puritan leader 
cherished very kind feelings towards them, and at one time 
it seemed possible that he might make his home in the New- 
England wilderness. AVith the restoration of Charles the 
Second, the colonists were reminded that a king was again 
upon the English throne ; and, having hastened to recognize 
the royal authority, some of the principal citizens of Con- 
necticut thought that the time was ripe and opiwrtune for 
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seeking a ehailer that should define their rights and relation 
to the crown of England. This important business was in- 
trusted to the care of Governor Winthrop, as the agent of 
the colon}'. ^ He at once set sail, and arrived in England in 
the summer of 1661. He met with a cordial welcome from 
old friends, and his polished manners and scholarly acquire- 
ments soon gained him an entrance to the highest and most 
influential circles of society. Connecticut was indeed fortu- 
nate in her representative, and in the time chosen to make 
her request. 

Although suffering from the disabilities of age and illness, 
Lord Say and Seal showed a fatherly solicitude in advancing 

the interests of tlie commonwealth 

beyond the sea, with which his 

name had been connected in its 

earliest history. Pereonally, and 

thmugh friends, he 0[>ened the 

way for Winthrop to meet the 

king in private consultation. A 

little incident, trivial in itself, is 

related in this connection. The 

JOHN WINTHROP. grandfather of AVinthrop received 

a ring from the hand of Charles 

the First, in token of his esteem. This heirloom the 

grandson carried with him, and, at his first interview with 

the king, Ix^gged the privilege of returning it to him as a 

memorial of his father. The incident, at least, illustrates 

the delicate tact of the worthy representative of Connecticut, 

wlio understood that the way to secure the good will and 

attention of Charles the Second was through his feelings, and 

not his intellect. 

On the 23d of April, 1662, the royal signature was ap- 
pended to the charter, of which the historian Bancroft says, 
" In regard to powers of government, it was extraordinary. 
It conferred on the colonists unqualified ix>wer to govern 
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themselves. They were allowed to elect all their own 
officers, to enact their own laws, to administer justice with- 
out appeals to England, to inflict punishments, to confer par- 
dons, and, in a word, to exercise every power, deliberative 
and active. The king, far from reserving a negative on the 
acts of the colony, did not even require that the laws should 
be tmnsmitted for his inspection ; and no provision was 
made for the interference of the English Government in any 
event whatever. Connecticut was independent except in 
name.*'* 

The bounds of the territory, confirmed by the charter, were 
the same as in the patent of 1G31, and included the whole of 
New Haven and a part of Massachusetts, Rhode Island, and 
New Netherlands. As soon as the character of the charter 
was known, a few towns, connected with the New-Haven 
colony, expressed their desire to come under the jurisdiction 
of Connecticut. The most prominent citizens, however, of 
New Haven and adjacent townships, were sorely disturbed 
at what seemed to them an unjust attempt to destroy their 
commonwealth by a summary process of absorption. While 
manifest destiny favored the union, we can but admire the 
courage, dignity, and ability with which the position and 
rights of New Haven were asserted.' 

The arrival at Boston of three ships of the royal navy 
bearing commissioners, and the conquest not long after of 
the Dutch, brought the vexatious discussion to an end. 
Town after town had renounced allegiance to New Haven, 
and joined Connecticut, until only three remained with her. 
They still remained firm in their determination to resist what 
they deemed the encroachment of their sister colony; but 
when they saw that they must either go with her, or be ab- 
8orl>ed by New York, they decided that it was preferable 
to unite with Connecticut, than to remain under the direct 
rule of a royalist whom they thoroughly detested. 

The result that proved so happy in its after-blessings, was 
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at the time a grievous affliction to many, and especially to 
the gifted Davenport, who in his old age mourned what 
seemed to him the ruin of his life-work and hopes. On the 
other side of the sea he had thought out the principles of 
tlie constitution of the colony, which he had hel[>ed to found 
in the wilderness, witii those of like sentiments with himself. 
With untiring solicitude and marked ability, he had done his 
part as a leader in civil and religious aflPaii-s. It is easy to 
understand his feeling at the unexi)ected turn of fortune that 
brought New Haven and Connecticut together, and blotted 
out the distinctive life of the colony. Against the earnest 
wish of his church and congregation, he accepted an invita- 
tion to remove to Boston, where he died two years after- 
wards. There is no name in the early history of New 
Haven that can ever occupy a more distinguished place 
than that of John Davenport. 

During the year 1664, in which the union was effected, 
the Dutch surrendered their possessions in New Netherlands 
to the English, and Connecticut gave up her claim to Long 
Island and Delaware in favor of the representatives of the 
Duke of York. 



> Bancroft gives this beautiful trib- 
ute to the character of Winthrop ; " As 
a chiid he had beeu the pride of his 
father's house; he liad receivetl the best 
Instruction which Cambridge and Dublin 
could afford, and had perfected his edu- 
cation by visiting, in part at least, In the 
public service, not Holland and France 
only, in the days of Prince Maurice and 
Uichclieu, but Venice and Constantino 
pie. As he travelled through Europe, 
ho sought the society of men eminent 
for learning, lieturnlng to England in 
the bloom of life, with the fairest prom 
iso of advancement, he preferred to 
follow his father to the New World, 
regarding 'diversities of countries but 
as so many inns,* alike conducthit; to 
•the journey's end.' When his father 



became impoverished, the mn, unao- 
licited and without recompense, relin- 
quished his inheritance, that * it might be 
spent in furthering the great work * in 
Massachusetts ; himself, without w^th, 
engaging in the enterprise of planUng 
Conneriicut. Care for posterity seemed 
the motive to bis actions. Understand- 
ing the springs of action^ and the prin 
ciples that control affairs, he never 
attcmpteil impracticable things, and 
noiselessly succetHled in all that be 
uudertooic. The New World was full 
of his praises. Puritans and Quakers 
and the freemen of Rhode Island were 
alike his eulogists. The Dutch at New 
Vork hud conAdenee in his Integrity, 
und It is the beautiful testimony of his 
own father, that * Qod gave him favor In 
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the eyes of all with whom he had to 
do.'" 

* **The Charter procured from 
Charles II. was not regarded as a grant 
of new powers, but as a formal recogni- 
tion of the rights and privileges they had 
exercised from the ftrst. The first draught 
of the charter Itself, so far as it affected 
the liberties of the colony, was, in fact, 
prepared by the Qeneral Court in Hart- 
ford" (J. Hammond Trumbull). 

s WiNTHROP showed great skill in 
his negotlatioDs, but many things were 
in Us favor. New Haven was disliked 
by the power near the throne on account 
of her Puritanism ; and her dilatory action 
in recognising the authority of Ctiarles 
II. was remembered against her, as well 
as the fact tliat the regicides liad found 
slielter within her borders. A deeper 
diplomatic reason for favoring Connecti- 
cut is found in tliat it may kiave been 



hoped that the union of the colonics 
would raise up a rival to Massachusetts, 
and result in breaking up the Confeder- 
acy. The opposition of New Haven to 
the Union was a source of regret and 
trouble to Winthrop. He bad given as- 
surances that New Haven should have 
the liberty of choice; and he was not 
altogether pleased tliat his Connecticut 
friends, in their Joy at securing the char- 
ter, should seek, by coercive methods, to 
compel their sister colony to unite with 
them. It is to be remembered, that while 
Davenport was so strongly opposed to 
the matter, and the pastor of the church 
in Branford induced almost liis entire 
congregation to remove to Newark, N.J., 
rather than submit to Connecticut, there 
were many like Governor Leete, who 
thought it was perhaps for the best, and 
still others who were earnestly in favor 
of the Union. 
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CHAFIER XIV. 

1664-1675. 

EDMUND ANDROS, GOVERNOR OF NEW YORK. 

AFTER the Duke of York had taken possessiou of New 
Netherlands under the authority of the English crown, 
royal commissionere were appointed to look after its affairs. 
These gentlemen were also directed to visit New England, 
and make ceitain demands of the colonies that would re- 
mind the people that they were still the subjects of the king. 
These demands, being in accoi-d with the spirit of the con- 
stitution of Connecticut, were at once obeyed. During the 
next eight years the most exciting topics of public interest 
pertained to questions of religious doctrine and administra- 
tion,^ and a fiery conflict of discussion with Rhode Island 
regarding boundaiy-lines.^ 

The reconquest of New York by the Dutch threatened to 
involve Connecticut in serious trouble ; but Uic stir of militaiy 
preparations had scarcely begun when tidings came of the 
treaty of Westminster, by which Holland ceded New Nether- 
lands to England. The Dutch ships sailed out' of New- 
York Bay ; and the English frigates soon after sailed in. 
bringing the new govenior of the province, Sir Edmund 
Andros. Within a short time, Andros sent woixi to the 
authorities at Hartford, that, in accordance with the patent 
recently given to the Duke of York, he considered all of the 
country lying west of the Connecticut River under his juris- 
diction. 
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Ten years had scarcely passed since the boundaries of 
Connecticut had been carefully defined, by royal commis- 
sioners, as including New Haven and the towns west of it, 
and the demand of Andros was received with scornful aston- 
ishment. The governor and his council stood firm in their 
determination to resist this assault u|x>n the rights of the 
colony. News having come to Connecticut of threatened 
danger from some Indians living beyond the eastern bounds 
of the colony, a messenger was sent to Andros. He at once 
made reply that he would make '' the best of his way to 
Connecticut River, his Rojal Highness's bounds there." 
The authorities at Hartford surmised that he was seizing 
tliis oppoitunity as a pretext to set foot on Connecticut soil, 
and assert the claim of the Duke of York to the territory 
west of the river. 

Captain Thomas Bull was at once sent, with one hundred 
men, to occupy the fort at Saybrook, with instructions to treat 
Major Andros with great personal courtesy, but to resist any 
attempt that he might make to gain possession of the fort. 
*'You are, in his Majesty's name," wrote the governor, 
" required to avoid striking the first blow ; but if they begin, 
you are to defend yourselves, and do your best to secure 
his Majesty's interest and the peace of the whole Colony." * 

As soon as favoring winds could carry him, Andros with 
two small vessels arrived oflf Saybrook, and anchored at the 
mouth of the river. He saw that his coming had been antici- 
pated, and that the colony proposed to resist his demands. 
At his request he was permitted to come on shore, where he 
was met by Captain Bull and his officers. After an ex- 
chahge of military courtesies, in the face of a direct protest, 
Andros commanded his secretary to read the papers that 
gave him pretended authority over all of the colony west of 
the river. 

Captain Bull sternly commanded the clerk to stop. He 
still persisted. '' Forbear," roared the doughty captain. 
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" What is 3'our name? " sarcastically inquired Andros. 

^^My name is Bull, sir/' was the dignified but somewhat 
irate reply. 

*' Bull," responded the governor. " It is a pity that your 
horns are not tipped with silver." * 

As soon as the reading of the obnoxious paper began, 
the Connecticut officers moved aside, and would not listen. 
Andros, disturbed at this action, said he would set sail at 
once if they did not wish him to stay. They told him that 
they " had no order to desire him to stay, but must now 
read something else;" and forthwith the protest that had 
been prepared was read in his heanng. His anger by this 
time found vent in the retort, that this paper was a slander, 
and that the Connecticut authorities had done him a great 
wrong when his only purpose was to aid them. The officers 
declined to give him a copy of the protest, which he desired, 
but they parted with outward courtesy. A guard of honor 
marched with him to the water, and, as his vessels passed 
the fort, salutes were fired on both sides. 

Soon after the visit of Andros at Say brook, Connecticut 
was deeply ^itated by the tidings that reached them of the 
opening tragedies of " King Philip's War." Philip was the 
son of Massasoit, the true friend of the early Massachusetts 
settlers. Unlike his father, his heart was filled with a spirit 
of murderous hate towards the whites. He was angry be- 
cause of warnings and reprimands that he had received from 
the English, who more than suspected that he was plotting 
mischief. A savage thirst for blood and revenge seems to 
have been the motive that ui^ed him to action. The coming 
of the colonists had been a help in man}' ways to the Indians. 
They had neither been crowded from their hunting-grounds, 
nor treated unjustly. The facts do not warrant the theory 
that Philip sought to wage a war of extermination against the 
whites because of their encroachments. He hated the Eng- 
lish, and certain fancied wrongs nursed the spirit of revenge 
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that made him eager to do all in his power to injure them. 
He visited the scattered tribes in various parts of New 
England, and easily infused his spirit in the breast of those 
who, like himself, had a brutal lust for blood. There is no 
doubt but they cherished the hope, by united action, of 
bringing dismay and desolation to the hearts and homes of 
the settlers. 

Having laid their plans with great secrecy, the war broke 
out with such conceited fury that within a few days the 
settlements along a line of two hundred miles suffered terri- 
bly ; the heaviest blows falling upon the scattered towns in 
Western Massachusetts. After a brief delay caused by the 
controversy with Andros, Connecticut responded, with her 
usual alacrity, to the call for assistance.* Major Robert 
Treat was placed in command of the troops who did garri- 
son duty above Springfield until called to march against the 
Narragansetts. In the attack upon the stronghold of the 
Narragansetts, hidden in an almost impenetrable swamp, 
the soldiei-s of Connecticut acted a foremost part. They 
pressed their way into the fort at points of extreme danger, 
where the fire was deadliest, and fought with stubborn valor 
until their victory was complete. Out of three hundred men, 
forty were killed, and as many were wounded. The extreme 
cold added greatly to the suffering.^ The power of Philip 
was broken ; and in the following summer he was tracked to 
his lair at Mount Hope, and killed by troops under the com- 
mand of Major Church. During these months, many settle- 
ments suffered from the raids® of the Indians; and, even 
after the death of Philip, they attacked a few places. 

Governor Winthrop was chosen one of the commissioners 
to represent Connecticut in the Congress of the United Colo- 
nies in May, 1676. He went to Boston upon this errand in 
the early spring, and was there taken sick, and died after a 
brief illness. 

The name of John Winthrop is inseparably woven into 
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some of the most interesting chapters in the early history 
of Connecticut. His influence, at a critical period, was 
great ; and with rare tact and wisdom he labored to advance 
the interests and welfaie of the Commonwealth that he lived 
to see strong and prosperous. Time* has added lustre to his 
fair fame, and the progress of events proved the ability with 
which he conducted difficult negotiations. It has been the 
fashion, in some quarters, to disparage the character and 
service of the younger Winthrop in comparing him with his 
distinguished father, the governor of Massachusetts. With- 
out detracting in the least from the reputation of that able 
and good man, we contend, that, measured by every standaixl 
of true greatness, the son does not stand in the shadow of 
his honored sire. His generous and affable spirit enabled 
him to win the friendship and good will of others, but this 
kindly feeling never moved him from the path of rectitude!. 
With the courteous manners of a cavalier, he combined a 
Puritan love and loyalty to truth and righteousness, that 
made him both a wise and successful leader. 



* ToEaB qucstioiig grew out of the 
agitation of matlerti of diBCipllne respect- 
ing church inerabenihip aud tmptisra. 
In the early history of the colonial 
churches, all of whom were Congrega- 
tional in polity, only thoRc who had made 
public profesHiou of a personal spiritual 
experience were admitted to the privilege 
of bapUara for themselves and their chil- 
dren. At this period, there was a grow- 
ing party in Connecticut, especially at 
Hartford, who favored the custom and 
righti) granted by the state churches of 
England aud Scotland. This system 
provided that all persons of good moral 
character in a parish, who rande "a cer- 
tain public profession of Christian faith 
and Christian obedience, including a 
formal covenant with God and with the 
Church, which at the same time was to 
be understood as implying no profession 
of any Christian experience, might have 



the privilege of baptism for their bonse- 
holds, and of access to the Lord's table.** 
This was afterwards known as the Half- 
way Covenant Plan. Davenport waa 
earnestly op|>osed to this innovation, 
and its advocacy by certain prominent 
parties in Connecticut added to bis 
sorrow over the absorption of New 
Haven into that colony. 

< TuESB discussions in regard to 
boundary -lines have little general inter- 
est now ; but, when under debate, they 
caused great excitement and much hard 
feeling. Connecticut claimed, that, by 
the Warwick patent and the charter of 
Charles II., the eastern bounds of the 
Ptate commenced at Narragansett Bay. 
Rhotle Inland said very truthfully, that 
this left her a pitiful bit of territory. 
The Connecticut fathers did not consider 
this argument very strong, and were 
alert in asserting their rights and driving 
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out fntrudeni. In 1671 a controversy 
between Maonachusetts and Couaecticut, 
regarding the northern boundary-line, 
wa» settled by the former colony, con- 
eeuting to an addition of sonjc miles of 
territory to Connecticut. Even down to 
the present day, the boundary-lines of the 
State remained undecided. Those inicr- 
eetcd in these matters will find them 
fully and carefully stated in a beautiful 
monograph prepared by Mr. Clarence 
W. Bowen, entitled "The Boundary 
Disputes of Connecticut." 

» The citizens of New Yorlc, catching 
the temper of their hot-headed governor, 
at first declared that they would nut 
*' surrender, but lieep up by fighting so 
long as they could stand on one leg, and 
fight with one hand." 

* Tub General Court came together 
the following day (July 9), and approved 
the action of Governor Wlnthrop and 
the Council. They unanimously passed 
a resolution protesting against ** Major 
Andros*8 challenge and attempts to sur- 
prise the main fort of the colony ; " 
and they expressed themselves as ready 
to *'uso their utmost power and en- 
deavor (expecting therein the assistance 
of Almighty God) to defend the good 
people of the Colony from the paid Major 
Andros*8 attempts " (Conn, llec., ii.262). 

» This episode is related by Dr. 
Trumbull (Hist. Conn. i. 330). Such 
conversations are matters of tradition; 
but the colonial recoils tell us that Major 
Bull was instructed not to allow Andros's 
men to land except for refreshment, and 
that they were to come unarmed, and 
make but a short tarry. He was to 
** keep the king's colors standing, under 
bis Majesty's lieutenant, the governor 
of Connecticut; and if any other colors 
were set up, he was not to suffer them to 
stand." The Connecticut authorities 
were not altogether pleased that a more 
vigorous protest had not been made. 
They coold have wished that "he 
( Andros] had been interrupted In doing 
the least thing, under pretence of his hav 
ing any thing to do to use his Majesty's 



name in commanding there so usurp- 
ingly, which might have been done by 
shouts, or sound of drum, etc., without 
violence " (Conn. Rec., ii. 584). 

« "The Council did further commis- 
sionate Major Treat to take the conduct 
of our army, and to take siK^cial care of 
the Ileverend Mr. Bulkly and M r. Noyes : 
and they also commanded all the cap- 
talus and lieutenants of the army to be 
tender and careful of Major Treat, that 
he bo not exposed to loo much hazard, 
and that they allot him a sufficient guard 
to attend his person at all times; with 
an advice that they avoid whatever may 
be provoking to God, and that they be- 
have themselves valiantly and courage- 
ously " (Conn, llec., 11. 388). 

T The site of this fort is in the town 
of Bouth Kingston, U.I., about eighteen 
miles northeast of Stonington. During 
the fight, captains Gallup of New Lon- 
don, and Marshall of Windsor, were 
killed outright. Captain Seeley of Strat- 
ford re«"cived wounds tliat proved raor- 
tal ; and the same fate overtook Captain 
John Mason of Norwich, son of the 
leader against the Pequots. Samuel 
Ilall of Fairfield petitioned the General 
Court for compensation for clothes lost 
in the " swamp fight." " When Captain 
Mason was shot down," he wrote, "I 
was ju<!it before him when he fell down, 
and shook him by the hand, I being shot 
down in that very place, so that he fell 
very near me. But Captain Mason got 
up again and went forth, and I lay bleed- 
ing there in the snow ; and hearing the 
word commanded to set fire on the wig. 
warns, I considered I should be burned 
if I did not crawl away. It pleased God 
to give me strength to get up and get 
out, with my cutlass in my hand, not- 
withstanding 1 bad received at that time 
four bullets, two in each thigh, as was 
manifest afterwards" (Conn. liec., Hi. 
6). 

"The Connecticut troops, 'much dis- 
abled with tedious storms, and no lodg- 
ini{H, and frozen and swollen limbs," 
were withdrawn by their commander 
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to Stonington" (Pftlfrey, Hist. N. E., field, where they eurprlsed and routed 

iii. 181). parties of Indians. Other comiianies, 

* John Talcott of Hartford was from Windsor, Stoniogton, Norwich, 

placed In command of a force of three and New London, went to the relief of 

hundred and fifty raen, that marched the Massachusetts settlements earlier in 

early in June, 1676, to Hadley and Brook- the year. 
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CHAi^ER XV. 

1680-1686. 

REPORT TO THE ENGLISH BOARD OF TRADE. 

WHILE Connecticut, during *'King Philip*s War," hap- 
pily cscapetl the horrors of savage attack and bloodshed 
within her borders, there was sorrow in many homes from 
which brave fathers and sous had gone, never to return alive. 
The necessary equipment of her militia, and the cost of 
building and repairing forts and palisades about the settle- 
ments, with other expenses, left tlie colony burdened with 
a heavy debt. Such burdens, that had fallen with a crushing 
weight upon Massachusetts and Plymouth, did not, however, 
retai-d the progress and prosperity of Connecticut. There is 
on record a report made, four years after Philip's war, by 
the Governor and Secretary to the Loixls of the Committee 
for Trade and Plantations. The militia is stated to consist 
of 2,507 foot-soldiei-s, besides '* one troop of sixty horse." 
Mention is made of a ^^ small fort at the mouth of the 
Connecticut River.** '* As for our Indian neighbors,** they 
go on to say, *' we compute them to be about five hundred 
fighting men. We are strangei-s to the French, and know 
nothing of their strength or commerce. Our chief trade for 
procuring clothing is by sending what provisions we raise to 
Boston, where we buy goods. The trade with our Indians 
is woith nothing, because their frequent wars liiuder their 
getting peltry. . . . Our buildings are generally of wood; 
some are of stone or brick ; and some of them are of good 
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strength and comely, for a wilderness. . . . The commodi- 
ties of the country are provisions, lumber, and horses. . . . 
We have no need of Virginia trade, as most people plant so 
much tobacco as they need. We have good materials for 
ship-building." 

The value "^ of our annual imports probably amounts to 
£9,000. We raise no saltpetre. Our wheat hath been much 
blasted, and our incase spoiled with worms, for sundry yeai*s 
past. We have about twenty petty merchants ; some trade 
to Boston, some to the Indies, and other colonies ; but few 
foreign merchants trade here. . . . There are but few ser- 
vants, and fewer slaves; not above thirty in the colony. 
Tliere are so few English, Scotch, or Irish come in, that we 
can give no account of them. . . . The i>eople are strict 
Congregationalists ; a few, more large Congregationalists ; 
and some, moderate Presbyterians. There are about four 
or five Seven-day men, and about as many Quakers. . . . 
We have twenty-six towns, and there are twenty-one churches 
in them ; and in every one there is a settled minister, except 
in two newly planted. The stipend, which is more or less 
according to duty, is from £50 to £100. Every town main- 
tains its own iK)or. But there is seldom any want, because 
labor is dear, being from two shillings to two shillings and 
sixpence a day for a laborer; and because provisions are 
cheap. . . . Beggars and vagabonds arc not suffered, but, 
when discovered, they are bound out to service : vagabonds 
who pass up and down are punished by law." 

For several years the chronic dispute between Rhode Island 
and Connecticut, regarding the boundary-line, caused much 
ill-feeling. Connecticut, at one time, made serious prepa- 
rations to drive out the intruding Rhode-Islanders at the 
point of the bayonet. This vigorous menace was not with- 
out effect ; and two years afterwards, the colonial commis- 
sioners appointed by the king, after a careful hearing of 
the case, set aside the cUiim of Rhode Island.^ 
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But the l)oniidary trouble was by no means at an end. 
Edward Randolph, agent of the English Lords of Trade, an 
ambitious and mercenary man, who for some time had 
sought to gain the i-oyal favor by jwuring into the eara of 
the king and his counselloi-s false reix)rts regarding the 
Massachusetts colonies, api)eared before the commissioners, 
and urged an old claim of the Duke of Hamilton against 
Connecticut for lands.'* Randolph had heretofore professed 
special friendship and good will towaixls the colony, because 
of its loyalty ; but the opportunity of serving a duke, and 
making a little money, was too great a temptation to resist; 
and it is [>ossible that the i^eception Andros had received at 
Saybrook led him to doubt the quality of the loyalty that 
had found such Hue expression in words. 

Although the case was finally decided in favor of Connec- 
ticut, it remained oi^en for many yeai-s, and caused much 
annoyance. 

With the death of Charles II., and the accession of James 
II. to the English throne, the New-England colonics con- 
tinued a struggle for their civil rights and liberties that cul- 
minate<1, nearly a century afterwards, in the war of the 
Revolution and the indei)endence of the United States. The 
part which Connecticut acted in that struggle is one of which 
her chiUlren may well be proud. Before the death of Charles, 
designing men had influenced the easy-going and pleasure- 
loving monarch to sanction ficts that had seriously encroached 
ui)on the rights of the colonies. With reckless thoughtless- 
ness, if nothing woi^se, he had placed his signature to patents 
of lands that had long before been given to others. In truth, 
he seems to have had but a slight conception of the geography 
of the New World, and very likely signed paixirs that broke 
faith with former agreements without realizing the wrong he 
was doing. He was a man easily influenced by his favorites, 
and he was ready to gratify their wishes with slight regard to 
the effect it might have uix)n the rights of others. 
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James II. was in almost every respect the opposite of liis 
brother. Fond of authority, narrow and bigoted in his 
opinions, he looketl with ill-concealed hatred upon those who 
sought liberty of thought and conscience for themselves and 
othera. The New England that was springing up in the 
wilderness beyond the sea, appeared to him a refuge of 
Puritanism, where the seeds of hostility to royal authority 
that had begun to take root should be ruthlessly destroyed. 
Emissaries like Randolph, by outrageous misrepi-esentations, 
had succeeded in arousing the prejudices and ill will of 
Charles II. to such an extent that the chailers of some of the 
colonies had already been taken away. Connecticut was 
very wise and shrewd in her political action, and professions 
of loyalty ; and during the lifetime of Winthrop she was 
favored with a friend at court, who always held a high place 
in the esteem and good feeling of the king. 

It is difficult to believe that Charles realized the injustice 
he was doing when he gave the patent to his brother, that, in 
direct violation of other titles, included a large portion of 
Connecticut. Be this as it may, his brother, while Duke of 
York, showed the same spirit and purpose that actuated him 
when he came to the throne. 

As soon as the tidings reached New England that the 
duke had been proclaimed king under the title of James II., 
Connecticut hastened to send him a loyal address, expi-essing 
sentiments of condolence and congratulation, and humbly 
asking for a continuance of past favoi-s. This letter reached 
England about the same time as did Edwaixl Randolph, the 
malignant slanderer of the colonies. Heretofore he had 
brought his accusations, for the most part, against Massa- 
chusetts, but he now thought it was a favorable time to 
attack Connecticut. In an elaborate pa[>er he chai-ged the 
colony with the crime of independent government, disloyalty 
to the laws of the mother country, and hostility to the Estab- 
lished Church of England. 
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Randolph was not a mischief -maker without a purpose. 
He had not, year after year, crossed and recrossed the stormy 
Athintic simply for the pleasure of retailing a stock of false 
stories regarding the colonies. Beneath his hatred of Puri- 
tan life and institutions, dwelt the ambition that hoped for 
l>ersonal advancement in the breaking up of the colonies, and 
uniting them under the rule of a governor-general. When 
James II. came to the tlirone, this plan had been almost ac- 
complished, and he was eager to complete it. 

The charges made by Randolph were immediately referred 
by the king to his attorney-general, with orders to issue a 
quo warranto ' against the governor and colony of Connecti- 
cut. In July of the following year (168C), a special session 
of the General Assembly was called, to consider what it was 
best to do. 

The ink was scarcely dry upon the letter in which they 
humbly asked the king's favor, when Randolph sent word 
from Boston that he was the bearer of the writ.* Two weeks 
later he came to Hartfoi-d, and, in person, demanded the 
surrender of the charter of the colony. It was a dark hour, 
but the leading citizens of the Commonwealth were firm in 
their determination to take advantage of every means to 
delay action. More wise and [)olitic than Massachusetts, 
they refrained from any aggressive assertion of their rights, 
and appointed Mr. AVhiting as their agent to present their 
petition to the king. 

1 Tbis wm a very tangled dispute, NarrnganBCtt land aa some slight com* 

because it woa mixed up with other i>enHatioQ for the cxpenev Ihcy had 

claims by Massacbudetts aud the Atber- assumed. 

ton Company. Counectieut at this time ' At the time of the dissolution of 

urged its claim to the Narragansett the Council for New England (163o), the 

country, not only because it was in- members tried to divide the property 

eluded in the grant of the charter, but among themselves. A portion of the 

also for the reason, that, while they had territory of Connecticut was set ofif to 

given blood and treasure to save the the Marquis of Hamilton. This action 

country in Philip's war, Rhode Island wiw illegal, because the council long be- 

had held aloof, and done nothing. They fore had granted away its property. The 

felt that they had a right to hold the marquis lost his life in the civil war, but 
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after Ihe restoration, his daughter, whose 
buAband had been created Duke of 
Hamilton, asktKl the king to give her 
poMeanlon of her father's alleged estate 
in America. 

* Quo Wabbamto. a writ requir- 
ing their appearauco at a certain date 
and place, to show by what authority 
they exercised oertalu powers and privi- 
leges. 

« ** HiB Majesty Intends,** writes 
Randolph, **to bring all New Englaud 
under one government; and nothing is 
now remaining on your part, but to 
think of an humble submission and a 
dutiful resignation of your charter, 
which if you are so hardy as to offer to 



defend at law, whilst you are contend- 
iug for a shadow, you will in the Arst 
place lose all that part of your colony 
from Connecticut to New York, and 
have it annexed to that government, a 
thing you are certainly informed of 
already; and nothing will prevent, but 
your obviating so general a calamity to 
all New England by an hearty and timely 
application to his Majesty with au hum- 
ble subralHsion. . . . Sirs, bless not your- 
selves with vain expectation of advantage, 
and spinning out of time by delay. I 
will engage, though the weather be 
warm, the writs will keep sound and as 
good as when first landed '* (Conn. Bee., 
iU. 35:^-353). 



Digitized 



by Google 



1686.J iVNDROS ARRIVES AT BOSTON. 93 



CHAPTER XVI. 
168&-1689. 
ADMINISTRATION OF ANDROS. 

AT the time Rnndolph made his demands, Massachusetts 
was governed by a council of which Joseph Dudley was 
president. This gentleman sent a letter to Governor Treat, 
advising the surrender of the charter, and proffering his ser- 
vices in behalf of the colony. The offer was declined, even 
at the risk of being annexed to New York. In the midst of 
these perplexities, Sir Edmund Andros arrived in Boston, 
bearing his commission as governor-general of New P2ng- 
land. The slight hope the colonists still cherished of 
securing justice from the English courts was at an end. 

Sir Edmund sent word that he expected the immediate 
surrender of the charter. His letter expressed a very ear- 
nest desire to serve the interests of his friends in Connec- 
ticut; but we can imagine his memory still recalled his 
interview, some years before, with Captain Bull at Say- 
brook. The General Court was at once convened ; and by 
its direction a letter was addressed to the English secretary 
of state, earnestly pleeding for the preservation of the privi- 
leges that had been granted to them. For the first time 
they admitted the possibility that their ixitition might be 
denied, and in that case requested to be united to Massachu- 
setts. This was construed by Sir Edmund as a virtual sur- 
render; but as the days went b}', he saw that he had 
mistaken the spirit and purpose of the colony. 
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Andros finally decided to go in person tx) Connecticut. 
He arrived at Hartford the last day of October, attended by 
a retinue of sixty officei-s and soldiers. The Assembly, 
then in session, received him with every outward mark of 
respect. After this formal exchange of courtesies, Sir 
Edmund publicly demanded the charter, and declared the 
colonial government dissolved. Tradition relates that Gov- 
ernor Treat, in calm but earnest woixls, remonstrated against 
this action. His feeling swept on in a tide of eloquence as 
he recalled the stoi^ of the early settlers, and the hardships 
they had endured to secure the liberties granted to them by 
tiie charter that was as dear to them as life. 

The debate was continued until the shadows of the early 
autumnal evening had fallen. After candles were lighted, 
the governor and his council seemed to yield ; and the box 
snpiKJSod to contain the charter was brought into the room, 
and placed ujwn the tabic. Suddenly the lights were extin- 
guished. Quiet reigned in the room, and in the dense crowd 
outside the building. The candles were soon relighted ; but 
the charter had disapi>earod, and after the most diligent 
search could not be found. The common tmdition has been, 
that it was taken under cover of the darkness by Captain 
Joseph Wadsworth, and hidden by him in the hollow trunk 
of a venerable and noble oak-tree standing near the entrance- 
gate of Govenior Wyll3s's mansion. The charter taken 
by Captain Wadsworth was probably the duplicate,* and 
remained safely in his possession for many years. There is 
reason to believe, that, some time l:H3fore the coming of 
Andros to Hartford, the original charter^ had been carefully 
secreted ; and the tradition of later times makes it probable, 
that, while the duplicate charter that was taken from the 
table was hidden elsewhere,* the original charter found a safe 
resting-place in the heart of the tree that will always be 
remembered as ''The Charter Oak." * This tree is said to 
have been preserved by the early settlers at the request of 
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the Indians. *' It has been the guide of our ancestors for 
centuries,'* they said, '' as to the time of planting our corn. 
When the leaves are the size of a mouse's eai-s, then is the 
time to put it in the ground." 

The recoixi of the Court briefly states that Andros, having 
\yeen conducted to the governor's seat by the governor him- 
self, declared that he had been commissioned by his Majesty 
to take on him the government of Connecticut. The com- 
mission having been read, he said that it was his Majesty's 
pleasure to make the late governor and Captain John AUyn 
meml>ei's of his council. The secretary handed their com- 
mon seal to Sir Edmund, and afterwanls wrote these woixls 
in closing the record: *' His 
Fixcellency Sir Edmund Andros, 
Knight, Captain - General and 
Governor of his Majesty's Ter- 
ritory and Dominion in New Eng- 
land, by order from his Majesty, 
King of England, Scotland, and 
Ireland, the 31st of October, 1687, 

. , . , , CHARTER OAK. 

took into his hands the govern- 
ment of this colony of Connecticut, it being by his Majesty 
annexed to the Massachusetts and other colonies under his 
Excellency's govemment. finis." 

Andros soon disclosed a hand of steel beneath the velvet 
glove of plausible words and fair promises. His feeling was 
very bitter towards the ministers of the New-England 
churches. The fact that they were leaders of society, and 
held in universal esteem and respect, made them the special 
objects of his hatred. 

Connecticut suffered less, however, than the other colo- 
nies, from the arbitrary rule of Andros. Governor Treat, as 
a member of his council, was in a ^wsition to exercise a quiet 
but thoughtful influence that proved a source of protec- 
tion to his fellow-citizens, and fostered a spirit of patient 

* Sec page 100. 
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endumnce. Happil}', the darkness of these hours was 
soon relieved by the dawn of a morning of joy and 
pi^osperity. 



' Thb doplicate charter of the 
colony, which was secured by Captahi 
Joflepb Wadsworth of Uartford, was 
safely kept and preserved by hira until 
May, 1715. The original charter, which 
now bangs in the secretary's office at 
Hartford, is engrossed on three skins: 
the duplicate was written on two. So 
much of the duplicate as remains, lieing 
about three-fourtlis of the second skin, 
is now in the library of the Connecticut 
Historical Society, where it was placed 
by Hon. John Boyd, late secretary of 
this State. The story of its preservation, 
as told by Dr. J. Hammond Trumbull, is 
as follows: "In 1817 or 1818, while Mr. 
Boyd was preparing for college at the 
Hartford Grammar Bcliool, he boanlcd 
in the family of the licv. Dr. Flint of 
the South ("hurch. Coming in one day 
from school, he noticed on the work- 
stand of Mrs. Bissell, the doctor's mother 
in-law, a dingy piece of parchment, 
covered over on one side with black - 
lettered manuscript. In answer to his 
inquiries, Mrs. Bissell told him, that, bav- 
ins; occasion for some pasteboard, her 
friend and neighbor, Mrs. Wyllys, liad 
sent her this. Mr. Boyd proposed to 
procure her a piece of pasteboard in ex- 
change for the parchment, to which Mrs. 
BisHcll consented. It was not, however, 
until six or eight years had elapsed, that 
Mr. Boyd examined the parchment with 
care, when for the first time be learned 
what Its contents were." 

The General Assembly held in Hart- 
ford in May, 1715, in its record iMiys, 
*• Upon consideration of the faithful and 
good services of Captain Joseph Wade- 
worth of Hartford, especially In secur- 
ing the Duplicate Charter of tills Colony 
in a very troublesome season when our 



Constitution was struck at, and In safely 
keeping and preserving the same ever 
since unto this day, this Assembly do, 
as a token of their grateful resentment 
of such his faithful and good service, 
grant him out of the Colony treasury 
twenty shillings.*' This bill, It api>ears, 
originated in the Lower House, and gave 
Captain Wads worth four pounds. The 
Upper House thought the sum too large, 
and it was finally cut down to twenty 
shillings. Evidently the part that the 
good captain acted has become exagger- 
ated with the romance of tradition. 

z Orioinal Charter. The minutes 
of the General Court held In Hartford, 
June 15, 1687, notes that " Sundry of the 
Court desiring that the Patent or Charter 
be brought into the Court, the Secretary 
sent for it, and informed the Governor 
and Court that he had the charter, and 
shewed it to the Court; and the Govern- 
or bid him put it into the box again, and 
lay it on the table, and leave the key in 
the box, which he did forthwith." 

This is certainly a very i>eculiar inci- 
dent; and in view of after events, it 
looks as if the leaving of the box on 
the table made it very easy for some one 
to remove the precious parchment else- 
where. 

3 The tradition was handed down 
from an early date in the Wadsworth 
family, that the duplicate charter was 
hidden in the house of Captain Wads- 
worth. 

4 The old oak was blown down dur- 
ing a severe gale in the month of 
August, 1856. That imrt of the trunk 
of the tree In which the charter Is sup- 
pose<l to have lK»en hidden, is preserved 
amonu the his^iorical collections at the 
Athenaeum building in Hartford. 
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CHAPTER XVII. 

1689-169a 

GOVERNMENT RESUMED UNDER THE CHARTER. 

IN May, 1689, a ship arrived in Boston Harbor, bringing 
welcome tidings. James II. liad taken flight before the 
gathering storm of national wrath that threatened his de- 
sti^uction ; and William, Prince of Orange, having landed in 
England, had entered npon his noble and beneficent reign. 

Boston had never witnessed a day of excitement like this. 
The signal-fires were kindled on Beacon Hill*; and the peo- 
ple poured in from the country, eager to give vent to their 
hatred of Andros and his friends. 

If the excitement over the good news was less intense in 
Connecticut, the joy was as great. With thankful hearts 
the people congratulated themselves n\^n the wise and pa- 
tient manner in which they had clung persistently to the 
charter of their lil>crties, and, in the last extremity, saved it 
from the hands of the tyrant whose ix)wer was now broken. 
Governor Treat and the old magistrates having resumed the 
government, a meeting of the Assembly was called. In a 
letter, overflowing with a spirit of devout thanksgiving f(»i 
their deliverance, they told King AVilliam the story of the 
wrongs that had been inflicted uix)n them by the oppressor. 
Having never surrendered the patent given them by Charles 
II., they informed his Majesty that they had taken tiie lib- 
erty of resuming the reins of government until they could 
learn his gooil pleasure. 
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Connecticut was anxious to secure a formal confirmation 
of the charter, but this was never granted.^ The law offi- 
cers of the Crown, however, gave an opinion that the acts 
of usurpation on the part of Andros were illegal, and the 
charter intact. Efforts were afterwards made to destroy it, 
and to annex the colony to New York, but in vain. Con- 
necticut was to enjoy the proud distinction of having never 
surrendered her charter, until the war of the Revolution 
joined the destinies of the Commonwealth with that of the 
United States. 

For nearly a century from the accession of William and 
Mary, the internal history of the colony is marked by few 
startling events.* The currents of life moved peacefully and 
prosperously along the line of political and religious princi- 
ples and social and business customs that developed almost 
an ideal condition of common blessings. Seasons of adver- 
sity, and times of threatened danger, were not infrequent ; 
but, while the alarm of war was often heard without, quiet 
reigned within her borders. 

In the struggles that brought great distress upon her sis- 
ter colonies, Connecticut always gave her aid in generous 
measure. In answer to a call from Governor Bradstreet of 
Massachusetts to aid in the war with the Indians at the East, 
she sent some of her leading men to Boston, to consult with 
commissioners from the other colonies. Satisfied that the 
war was " lawful and just," two hundred of the militia were 
at once sent forward. This aid was all the more generous, 
since the colony was suffering at the time from an epidemic 
sickness of peculiar severity. A few men were sent to help 
Governor Leisler keep the peace in the village of New York, 
while he tried to carry out some new plans of government. 
When tidings came that the frontier towns of his province 
were threatened by the French and their Indian allies, a part 
of this force, in command of Captain Bull, was sent to 
Schenectady ; and at the time of the attack upon the place, 
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and the massacre that followed, five of the Connecticut men 
were killed, and five captured. A re-enforcement of two 
hundred men at once marched to Albany. Early in the 
spring, an expedition was planned against Quebec. The 
land force was to consist of eight hundred Englishmen, and 
more than twice that number of Indians of the Five Nations. 
Connecticut furnished her full quota of soldiers, and the 
army was placed in command of Fitz John Winthrop. 
After reaching the place of rendezvous, at the southern end 
of Lake Champlain, Winthrop fouud that neither the Indians 
nor promised provisions were there ; and he thought it best 
to retreat at once. Leisler, it is said, became so enraged at 
General Winthrop because of this action, that he caused his 
arrest, and placed him under guard, for the puqwse of 
bringing him before a court-martial. This high-handed pro- 
ceeding, it is also related, was brought to a summary close 
by a party of Mohawks, who crossed the river, and, break- 
ing through the guards, released the prisoner, '* to the uni- 
versal joy of the army." Upon returning home. General 
Winthrop was coixlially received ; and, after a careful inves- 
tigation of Ins conduct, a vote of thanks and exoneration 
was passed by the Assembly.' 

Fearing that the French fleet, reported at one time to have 
anchored in Narragansett Bay, might visit the Connecticut 
coast, the fortifications at New London and Saybrook were 
garrisoned and put in repair ; but the war was confined to 
attacks upon the western frontier, beyond the Hudson, and 
the settlements of Northern New England. In August, 
1692, Fletcher, the recently api)ointed governor of New 
York, arrived from England with a commission that gave 
him command over the militia of Connecticut and the neigh- 
boring provinces. This at once aroused the discussion of 
the old question of jurisdiction that had already caused so 
much trouble and anxiety. The spirit that had flamed up 
against the attempt of Andros to deprive them of their 
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charter liberties, was again rekindled. Greneral Winthrop 
was appointed as the agent of the colony in bringing their 
protest before the king, and calling his attention to the 
wrong that would be done them in allowing Governor Fletcher 
to exercise conti-ol over their militia, in direct violation of 
privileges granted by their charter. 

The New- York governor would not listen to any concilia- 
tory suggestions, and determined to visit Hartford, to en- 
force his demands in person. He found the Assembly in 
session ; and, having with a great flourish of words asserted 
his authority, insisted that they should at once give a 
direct answer as to whether they would, or would not, obey 
his orders. The Assembly very dutifully complied with his 
command that the militia should l>e summoned under arms. 
Governor Fletcher desired this to be done in order that he 
might beat up for volunteers : the sequel proved that Gov- 
ernor Treat and his advisers had a very different idea. The 
train-bands were no sooner called together than the authori- 
ties more firmly than ever denied the right of any persons 
outside of the colony to direct their movements. 

Governor Fletcher now sought to accomplish his purpose 
by a more conciliatory policy. He sent a letter to the As- 
sembly, in which he disclaimed any desire or puipose to in- 
terfere with the civil rights of the colony. All that he asked 
was, that they should acknowledge that the king had author- 
ity to appoint the commander-in-chief of the militia. The 
Assembly refused to give up their control of military affairs, 
and Governor Treat declined the commission that had been 
tenderetl to him. According to orders, the train-bands had 
gathered at Hartford ; and while they were being exercised 
by the senior officer, Captain Wadsworth, Governor Fletcher 
gave commands that his commission and instructions should 
be read to them. " Beat the drums," was the instant com- 
mand of Captain Wadsworth. The uproar was so great that 
nothing else could be heard. Colonel Fletcher demanded 
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silence, and his secretary attempted to read again. '^ Drum, 
drum, I say," was the renewed order of Wadsworth ; and 
drum they did with lusty vigor, in spite of the angry remon- 
strance of the royal governor, who cried, "Silence! Si- 
lence!" When a pause came. Captain Wadsworth again 
gave the command to "drum," and, turning to his excel- 
lency, said, "If I am interrupted again, 1 will make the sun 
shine through you in a moment." No further attempt to 
read the instructions or enlist men was made. The disgusted 
and angry governor with his suite soon left town, and re- 
turned to New York.* 



> FlTZ-JOHN WiNTIIROP WBB SCIlt, 

four yeare after this, to England, to urge 
this matter; and Increase Mather, who 
was in England at the time the colony 
sent the Address, asking for the con- 
finnatlon of the charter, proved an 
eOlclent friend. 

* Thb wiTcuciurT mania that raged 
with such fury in Eastern Massachusetts 
made trouble in (Connecticut. At a spe- 
cial session of the Court of Oyer and 
Terminer, held at FalrAeld In September, 
1692, Mercy Disborough of Corapo, in 
Fairfield, Goody Miller, goodwlfe, alias 
Elizabeth, Clawson, and Mrs. Staples, 
were indicted for familiarity with Satan. 
** The evidence," says Mr. C. H. Iloadlcy, 
** was much of the same nature as in 
other coses of this crime. The water- 
ordeal was resorted to, as it had been in 
Hartford in 1662. Four witnesscH swore 
that Mercy Disl»orough, being bound 
band and foot and put into the water, 
1 like a cork, though one labored to 



press her down. Elisabeth Clawson also 
floated." At a session of the court held 
in the same place, Oct. 28, Mercy Dis- 
borough was alone found guilty. Sen- 
tence of death was |>assed ; but a memorial 
was sent to the Ocncrul Assembly asking 
for her pardon, and there is good reason 
foi believing it was granted. (See Colo- 
nial Records, vol. Iv. p. 76.) 

* There is no duubt but that I^isler 
and his commissary Mllborn were utterly 
remiss lo giving the aid they had prom- 
ised Id this expedition. When the 
Connecticut magistrates learned that 
Winthrop had been arrested by Lelsler 
at Albany, they si>nt a peremptory de- 
mand for his release. 

* Tui:4 is the story of tradition. The 
probabilities are, that, like many other 
stories. It has been exaggerated by re|K'- 
Ution. It hardly seems reasonable ihut 
the New- York governor and the Con- 
necticut captain should have come into 
such personal and angry collision. 



Digitized 



by Google 



102 HISTORY OF CONNECTICUT. [l698. 



CHAPTER XVin. 

1698-1705. 

COLONIAL PROSPERITY. 

THE petition presented to the Englisli Government by 
General Winthrop met with a favorable answer. It was 
decided that Connecticut might command her own militia, 
with the understanding that she should fUrnish a quota of 
one hundred and twenty men to be under the orders of 
Governor Fletcher during the war. 

Until the session in October, 1698, the General Assembly 
had consisted of one House, but thereafter it became two. 
The governor, or in his absence, the deputy-governor, and 
magistrates, composed the Upper House. The Lower House 
consisted of deputies, now called representatives, from the 
several towns in the colony. No public act could become a 
law without the consent of both Houses. The office of jus- 
tice of the iKjace was instituted, and a carefully revised edi- 
tion of the laws was published by authority. 

" Free from harassing Indian wars, and from the religious 
troubles of Rhode Island, with an independent government, 
Connecticut was the most peaceful, the most prosperous, 
and the happiest, of the colonies. Her schools flomished, 
her towns throve, the franchise was extended, legislation 
improved, debt avoided, faithful magistrates continued long 
in office, and great attention was paid to every thing calcu- 
lated to improve the welfare of the people " (Lodge). 

We have come now to the dawn of the eighteenth century. 
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The death of William of Orange in the spring of 1702 was 
followed by the accession of Queen Anne to the English 
throne. The colony continued to prosper in its domestic 
affairs ; but trouble and anxiety were caused by the plotting 
of enemies without, who were at times aided by certain dis- 
affected citizens. The ambitious Dudley, then governor of 
Massachusetts, pushed his schemes by which he hoped to 
unite all of New England under his government. Governor 
Combury of New York endeavored to carry out the same 
plan in connection with the southern provinces. These men, 
in seeking to further their selfish interests, were especially 
anxious to humble Connecticut, and destroy the charter, 
which stood in tL^e way of their usurping the power they 
desired. 

Dudley, in his early official relations with Andros, had 
become an apt pupil in the school of mean and lying in- 
tiiguc ; and he attempted to secure the concentration of the 
government in his hands by false accusations of various 
kinds. Soon after the accession of Queen Anne, a bill was 
introduced into Parliament, the pur^x^se of which was to 
destroy the charters of the colonies. Connecticut was 
again fortunate in the character and ability of her agent in 
London, Sir Henry Ashurst. His plea in behalf of the 
rights of the colony, contained in a remonstrance to the 
Lords and a hearing at the bar of the House of Commons, 
made so deep an impression, that the bill was rejected by 
Parliament. 

With a persistence of purpose worthy of a better cause, 
Dudley, with the co-operation of Combury, still continued 
his misrepresentations, and sought to arouse prejudice 
against Connecticut, at the English court. Both of these 
men had influential friends within the royal circle, and they 
made all of the capital they could out of the grievances of 
a few disaffected i>ersons who were displeased with certain 
decisions of the colonial courts that had been adverse to 
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their demands and interests. At the very time Dudley was 
plotting the destruction of the colony, he wrote a letter 
thanking the Genei-al Assembly for the generous manner in 
which they had responded to his call for supplies. This 
piece of hypocritical duplicity, however, proved a weai)on 
that Ashurst skilfully used in defending the colony. 

While the Connecticut authorities were ignorant of what 
was passing, the queen appointed a time for hearing the 
charges of Governors Dudley and Cornbury. There is no 
doubt but that they had succeeded in prejudicing those high 
in official i)ower against the colony, and they hoped soon to 
consummate plans that would at last humble and destroy the 
commonwealth that had so long successfully retained her 
charter rights. Sir Henry endeavored to secure a delay that 
would give the colony time to make an answer. This was 
refused.' 

Stung by the sense of injustice done his clients, and real- 
izing more fully the responsibility that was thmst upon him- 
self, in this exigency he sought the efficient aid of his 
bi-other-in-law. Lord Paget. On the day appointed for the 
hearing. Sir Henry, in an address before the queen and her 
council, with great eloquence and ability presented the cause 
of the colony. It was a good cause, and he knew full well 
the character of the false rc[)resentations that had been dis- 
seminated. He referred first of all to the chaiter under 
which Connecticut had so abundantly prospered. He 
showed, that, while those who enjoyed its privileges had stood 
sturdily for their rights, they had never for a moment for- 
gotten their loyalty to the English throne. Even when 
wrong had been done theui, they hud been steadfast in meet- 
ing every royal command. To the charge that the courts 
were irregular and unjust, Sir Henry replied, that, in every 
case of appeal to the crown, their decisions had been 
approved. 

To the bitter complaint of Governor Dudley that the col- 
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ony had refused to furnish money and men when he called 
for them, it was shown that they had done all that the crown 
had commanded, and this was all that could be required of 
them under the charter. The defence of Sir Henry turned 
the tide of royal sympathy towaixls Connecticut. It was 
decided that the charges should be sent to the governor of 
Connecticat, and that all communications, both on the part 
of the colony and of Dudley and Cornbury, should be sent 
under seal, and certified. The court evidently was impi-essed 
with the fact that there had been a great many false re[)orts 
set afloat in an irresponsible way. This action was a blow 
to the machinations of Dudley and Cornbury. 

Connecticut was only too glad to state the real facts in 
the case. She had nothing to conceal, but many things 
which she was proud to bring to the attention of the queen 
and her councillors. Instead of declining to aid in the 
protection of her neighbor, she had then, and also in the 
preceding year, from five hundred to six hundred men in 
actual service, four hundred of them having been employed 
for the most part in the defence of Massachusetts and New 
York. To clinch the ai'gument in behalf of her loyalty to 
the general welfare of the colonies, the letter of Governor 
Dudley was enclosed, in which, only a year before, he had 
thanked Connecticut for her prompt and generous aid. One 
of the principal charges brought against the colony by Dud- 
ley, was that of unjust treatment of the Mohegans in tak- 
ing away their lands. The truth was, that great care had 
been taken to deal with this friendly tribe with scrupulous 
honor.^ The representations of John Mason and other 
aggrieved parties had, however, deceived the queen and her 
council to such an extent, that a commission was selected to 
look into the matter, and Governor Dudley was named as 
one of its members. Having been ap|)ointed president of 
the court, he called a meeting of the members at Stonington, 
Aug. 23, 1705. After a pailial hearing of only a single 
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day, and in the face of a protest from a committee sent to 
act in behalf of Connecticut, and with no evidence before 
them except that of interested persons, they pronounced 
judgment. A large tract was given to Owaneco, the Mo- 
hegan chief, both in New London and Lyme, besides the 
whole of Colchester. Upon a further hearing of Owaneco 
and other complainants, the court represented to the queen 
that extensive tracts of land noilh of New London had 
been unlawfully taken from the Mohegans, and the tribe 
in many ways unjustly treated. It was a severe trial to the 
patience of the citizens of Connecticut to suffer from accu- 
sations that were so unjust. Owaneco had always been 
treated kindly, and the government had paid liberally for the 
land it had purchased. At the time New London received 
its patent, between four and five thousand acres were 
reserved for the use of the Mohegans. 

The court adjourned until the following spring, but this 
proved to be its last mectmg. Information was sent to Sir 
Henry Ashurst by a committee appointed by the General 
Assembly. The proofs were so strong in favor of the col- 
ony, that the queen appointed a commission of review, that 
decided in favor of Connecticut. Nearly seventy years 
passed, however, before the case was entirely settled. 

> JonN Alltn, secretary of Con- became goveraor, and Treat took the 

nectlcut for thirty -three years, died Nov. second place. 

6, 1096. Mr. Allyn was a man of great > The oontroveny with the Mobegan 

energy and force of character. Ills wide Indians is thus stated by Dr. Palfrey: 

acquaintance with the men and affairs of *' Major John Mason, conqueror of the 

his times gave him a peculiar influence Poquots, had, in behalf of Uie colony. In 

in the political management and conduct 1659, bought of the sachem Uncas cer- 

of the colony. Ilis pen was ever ready tain lands, which the colony, in its tnrn, 

to assert the rights of Connecticut, and had conveyed to the Bnglish proprietors, 

there was little done in the long years His grandson, of the same name, assod* 

while he held ofllce in which he did not ating with himself some other disaffected 

act a prominent and honorable part. persons, pretended that both the Mohe- 

(rovernor Treat was elected governor gans and Major Mason's heirs had been 

year after year until 1698. lie then asked overreached and wronged by the colonial 

to be relieved, on account of the inflrrai- authorities, who, as they alleged, had oc- 

tics of age; and Fitz Jolm Winthrop cupicd more hind of the former tlian they 
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had bought, and had taken to themselves But Mason and his frlendi Interfered, 

the benefit of a purchase made by Major resolved toobetruct any acoommodatloo.** 

Mason on his private account. For the Mason went to England with this com- 

sake of peace and the credit of magna- plaint against the colony for extortion 

nimlty, the government offered to the from the natives, and it was at his Insti- 

chlef Owaneoo, who represented the In- gatlon the queen appointed a commiasloD 

diaos, to pay them again for the land. to Investigate the matter. 
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CHAPTER XIX. 

1706-1717. 

PUBLIC EDUCATION. 

FROM the earliest settlement of Connecticut the sentimen 
prevailed among the people, that, next to the interests of 
religion, the prosperity of the community depended upon the 
school. As early as 1648 the Assembly passed a law pro- 
viding for common education. Every town containing fifty 
families was required to sustain a good school, where reading 
and writing should be " well taught." A grammar school 
was established at each county-seat, and large tracts of 
land were appropriated for their permanent support. 

Great attention was given to the matter of family instruc- 
tion. The selectmen were required to see that the children 
and servants of every home were taught to read, and ques- 
tioned on matters of religion once a week. Bibles and books 
were furnished the destitute at public expense, and a fine of 
twenty shillings was imposed for the neglect of these duties. 

For many years, contributions were sent annually for the 
support of the college at Cambridge. The purpose was early 
formed, however, of founding a college within the New- 
Haven colony. An cffoil was made in this direction in 
1654. It was at this time that Mr. Davenport interested 
Mr. Hopkins in the educational needs of the colony, and re- 
ceived from him the donation that became an endowment of 
the grammar school established in 1659, and that still flour- 
ishes under his name. As the number of young men desiring 
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a liberal education increased, the matter of the college was 
more and more agitated. As the result of sundry deliber- 
ations, ten ministers, who had been selected to act as trustees, 
met at Bran ford in 1700. 

They here founded the college by the contribution of 
some forty volumes, each saying, as he presented his books, 
*' I give these books for the founding of a college in this 
colony." This was the grain of mustard-seed from whence 
has grown Yale University with its wonderful histoiy. The 
college was first opened at Saybrook in 1701, but in 1716 
was removed to New Haven. In September, 1718, the name 
of Yale College was given by the trustees to the school, in 
honor of the benefactions of Elihu Yale of London, who had 
recently held the position of Governor of Madi-as. 

During the short time that the college remained at Say- 
brook,^ a convention of ministers and laymen, representing a 
large proportion of the churches, met at the commencement, 
in 1708, and adopted a confession of faith and certain rules 
of ecclesiastical order known as the Saybrook Platform. 
The first churches formed in Connecticut were congrega- 
tional in polity ; and this convention was called, not only to 
bring these independent churches into closer fellowship, but 
also to provide for the more regular assembling of councils 
of advice. The close relation in which the churches stood 
to the State is illustrated in the fact, that, after the report of 
the Saybrook convention had been received by the Assem- 
bly, they proceeded to ratify its doings by a formal vote.'* 

Governor Fitz John Winthrop' died in 1707 ; and Gurdon 
Saltonstall, pastor of the church in New London, was elected 
in his place. Governor Saltonstall was a man of command- 
ing presence and great executive ability, and his adminis- 
tration of affairs was marked by energetic action and wise 
foresight. Connecticut continued to prosper in all that per- 
tained to her domestic affairs, but she was called upon again 
and again to make costly sacrifices of life and treasure in the 
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French and Indian wars. Tliese wai*s are known in histoiy 
as King William's War (1089), Queen Anne's War (1702), 
King George's War (1744), and "The Old French and 
Indian War" (1755 to 17()3). In these conflicts, continued 
through so many years, Connecticut realized that it was being 
decided as to whether the French or the English should con- 
trol the Western Continent. 

We have already noticed the part which the colony acted 
in King William's war. When hostilities were again re- 
newed, soon after the ac- 
cession of Queen Anne, 
Connecticut was not in- 
clined to resix)nd to the 
demands of Dudley, who 
was thoroughly detested 
by the people. Governor 
Saltonstall, as soon as he 
entered upon his office, 
inaugurated a more active 
policy. In the fruitless 

BAULY FKBNCH WARS. ^ v/**v. j . auvmv. m^u««/«^QK9 

campaign of 1709, Con- 
necticut furnished both men and money, and in the following 
year sent three hundred men and five transports to join the 
expedition that captured Port Royal. The following year 
the colony resi)onded, with its accustomed alacrity, in fur- 
nishing troops and provisions for tlie army and fleet that, 
under the charge of Admiral Walker and General Hill, met 
with disaster and failure. The expense incurred in these 
expeditions led to the circulation of the fii*st paper money 
ever issued by the colony. These bills of credit were secured 
with such care and financial skill that they scarcely depre- 
ciated at all, and the people found tlieni a very convenient 
medium of exchange. 

A long and vexatious controversy over the Massachusetts 
boundary was amicably settled in 1713. The line was run 
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by commissioners appointed by both parties ; and, in the final 
decision, Connecticut received over one hundred thousand 
acres that Massachusetts had laid claim to. This land was 
sold for six hundred and eighty-three pounds currency, mak- 
ing the pnce about six farthings an acre, and the money 
given to Yale CJollege. The boundary question with Rhode 
Island still remained open. 

The tidings of the Peace of Utrecht was received with 
great joy by all the colonies. The draft upon their resources 
had been continuous and severe. Connecticut, to be sure, 
had been more fortunate than her neighbors. The town of 
Simsbury had alone been destroyed, and that was burned 
after the inhabitants had found a place of safety. The 
seeds of religious training, moral habits, and educational 
advantages, sown in the hearts and homes of the people, had 
produced a harvest of character that was enjoying the bless- 
ings of the prosperity that attends upon industry, morality, 
and mental enlightenment. 

The population of the colony in 1713 was probably be- 
tween twenty-five thousand and thirty thousand. Thirty- 
eight towns sent foily delegates to the Assembly. There 
were four counties (Hartford, New Haven, Fairfield, New 
London) , and the militia consisted of a regiment of a thou- 
sand men from each county. Considerable trade was carried 
on with Boston, New York, and the West Indies. The only 
articles exported to Great Britain were turpentine, pitch, 
tar, and furs. Horses, i)ork, beef, and cattle were sent to 
the West Indies, and in return they received rum, sugar, 
molasses, and cotton-wool. The entire shipping of the 
colony consisted of two small brigs and twenty sloops. 
There was but a single clothier, and all that he could do was 
to full the cloth ; and most of that which was manufactured 
was worn without shearing or pressing. Twice during the 
year the Assembly met ; but every thing was conducted upon 
so simple and economical a scale, that the entire expense 
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of government did not exceed probably thirty-five hundred 
dollars. 

The accession of George the First to the throne of Eng- 
land found Connecticut on the flood-tide of a prosperity 
that continued for many years with little to check its course. 
Such days are uneventful in historic incidents, but pleasant 
to recall. The older towns, like swarming hives, sent out 
company after company to lay the foundations of new towns, 
until the valleys and forest wilderness on every side began to 
'•*• bud and blossom as the rose.*' The fathei-s and mothers 
who had first settled the colony rested from their earthly 
labors, but their children proved worthy of the inheritance 
they had received. 

Duiing the year following the accession of the House of 
Hanover, a bill was again brought into Parliament to repeal 
the charters of all the colonies. This attack was largely 
instigated by English merchants, who began to fear lest the 
growth of manufactures, fostered by the independent action 
of the colonies, might lessen their trade. Through the ener- 
getic and wise action of Jeremiah Dummer, the king gave 
a favorable decision in behalf of the colonies ; and those who 
were jealous of the growth of industries in America, had to 
rest content with the declaration of the House of Commons, 
'* that the erecting manufactories in the colonies tended to 
lessen their dependence upon Great Britain." 

The alarm of these English manufacturers and merchants 
did not abate. In 1731 they sent a petition to Parliament, 
and the Board of Trade were ordered to inquire and report 
regarding the matter. With the busy hum of industry that 
now fills the State, we can but smile as we read a part of 
this elaborate report, that among other things says, "It 
were to be wished that some expedient might be fallen upon 
to direct their thoughts from undertakings of this nature ; 
so much the rather, because these manufactures, in process 
of time, may be carried on in greater degree, unless an early 
stop be put to their progress.** 
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The war stirred up by Kuslc, a French Jesuit, who had 
gained a commanding influence among the Tenobscot In- 
dians, caused Massachusetts much anxiety and suffering. 
Connecticut declined to have any thing to do with the 
conflict beyond sending a company of fifty men to pi-otect 
iier border. The venerable and beloved Governor Treat,* 
full of years and honors, died in 171U. 



* Yale College was not removed 
from Saybrook without earnest opposi- 
tion. Even after the consent of the 
Assembly was secured, the sheriff, when 
be came to take the books that belonged 
to the college, found the house sur- 
rounded by men determined to resist 
him. Having forcibly entered the build- 
ing, he took the books, and kepi them 
under guard that night. In the morning 
he found the carts, ttiat hod been pro- 
vided to cftrry them to New liaven, 
broken, and the horses turned loose. 
Having secured now means of convey- 
ance, they started for New Haven, but 
found some of the bridges broken; and, 
before they reached their destination, 
many of the l>ooks were missing. The 
excitement gradually died away; and 
within a few years, liarmony was re- 
stored, both in the colony and the board 
of trustees. 

s Appended to this law was this 
provision, ** That nothing herein shall 
be intended or construed to hinder or 
prevent any society or church that is or 
sliall be allowed by the laws of this 
government, who soberly differ or dls- 
sent from the united churches hereby 
<;stablished, from exercising worship 
and discipline In their own way, accord- 
ing to their coiinclence *' (Conn. Col. 
IUjc., V. 87). 

» FiTZ John Winthrop, son of 
< Governor John Winthrop, was born 
in Ipswich, Mass., 1638. He received 
his education In England. He accepted 
a military commission under Kichard 
Cromwell, but on the restoraUou re- 



turned to Connecticut. He ser\'ed in 
King Philip's war, and was a member 
of Governor Andros's council. In 1690 
ho was appointed major-general, in com- 
mand of the Canada ex|>edilion; and in 
the controversies that grew out of this 
unfortunate campaign, he retained the 
confidence of Connecticut. He was sent 
to England in 1694, as the agent of the 
colony, and discharged his duties with 
such faithfulness, that the Legislature 
made him a present of twenty-five hun- 
dred dollars. He was elected governor 
of Connecticut, and continued in this 
office unUI the Ume of his death. Like 
his distinguished father, he was a man 
of considerable scientific attainments, 
and was honored by being elected a 
member of the Itoyul Society of England. 
Of unblemished character and pious life, 
his name is worthy of the high place it 
occupies in the annals of colonial times. 
* KoBERT Treat was born in Eng- 
land in 1622. When a lad he came to this 
country with his father, who was among 
the first planters of Wethersfield. Soon 
after this he removed to Milford; and, 
although but a youth of eighteen, he was 
chosen to aid in surveying and laying 
out the lands of the new town. In 1661 
he was elected a magistrate, and con- 
tinued to serve In this oflice until 1664, 
when he declined to serve further under 
the existing state of affairs. He was an 
earnest advocate of the union of the 
colonies; and it was to a great degri'e 
owing to his influence that Milford with- 
drew from the JurisdicUon of New 
Haven, and joined its Xortuoos to OoD> 
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neoUcut. Tlfs warm f riendBhip for Win- 
tbrop,aiid Bympathy with hfe plans, were 
shown In his efforts to forward them. 
In 1675 he was appointed colonel of the 
Connecticut troops. Daring King 
Pliiiip's war, he won honorable dis- 
tinction for military sldll and bravery. 
Again and again he saved the border 
towns of Massachusetts from destruc- 
tion, and proved equal to every emer- 
gency. In 1676 ho was elected deputy- 
governor, and governor in 1683. lie 



held this position for ftfieen years with 
distinguished socoess. Warmly sympa- 
thetic in his feelings, Governor Treat 
was also possessed of an excellent Judg- 
ment, keen discrimi nation, and luiowl- 
edge of men. The hospitaliUea of his 
home were open to all, and his benevo- 
lence without stint. Beloved by those 
who know liim, and honored as a man 
of fearless courage and Christian char- 
acter, he died at the advanced age of 
eighty*eight. 
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CHAPTER XX. 
LIFE OF THE PEOPLE. 

AT this point in our narrative, let us recall the every-day 
life and surroundings of the people. The temporary 
log huts which the first settlers built for shelter, were soon 
replaced by substantial frame houses. These structures, 
while devoid of ornament or architectural beauty, were well 
fitted to the wants of the self-reliant and industrious i>eople 
who dwelt within them. The huge chimney, standing in the 
centre of the house, was built of stone, and, where it passed 
through the first floor, measured about ten feet in diameter. 
The front door opened into a hall which contained the prin- 
cipal stairway. On each side were two large rooms used 
as parlors, but one or both of them were almost always fur- 
nished with beds to meet the requirements of a hospitality 
that was unstinted and constant. The great kitchen in the 
rear of the chimney was the living-room of the family. 
Here they cooked and ate their food, and in winter gathered 
about the capacious fireplace with its iron crane and hang- 
ing-kettles, and oven at one side. Stoves were an unknown 
luxury; and in some of the houses of the more wealthy 
planters, the fireplaces were numerous. At first the roofs 
of their dwellings were covered with thatch, but they soon 
learned that shingles were far better. The floors were of 
thick oak boards fastened with wooden pins. The sides 
of the rooms were plastered, but the joists and floor above 
were exposed to view. In the parlors, the side next to the 
chimney was wainscoted, and the wide panels were from 
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the largest trees of the forest. The wiudows were made of 
small, diamond-shaped pieces of glass, set with lead ; and the 
frame was hung upon hinges that opened outward. Farm- 
houses were usually built near a spring, which supplied the 
water for domestic use as well as for the cattle. If a well 

were dug, the water was 
drawn by the aid of a " well- 
sweep," some of which may 
still be found in almost 
every rural community. 
J A few of the houses were 
I built of stone. Of these, the 
wHiTEFiELD HOUSE. housc of thc Rcv. Mr. WhitC" 

field of Guilford, built in 
1639, is still standing, and is the oldest house in the United 
States north of Florida.* The majority of the early frame 
houses were built with a long, steep roof on the rear side ; but 
this style, known as the " lean-to," was succeeded by the 
gambrel or hipped roofed houses, of which many still remain. 
Although the size and expensiveness of 
these houses varied in accordance with 
the wealth and position of their owners, 
they were all marked by the qualities of 
simplicity, solidity, and neatness. 

For a period of half a century and 
more after the settlement of the colonies, 

SUM -DIAL. 

the household furniture, as a rule, was 
rude and scanty. The floors were bare of carpets; and 
excepting the bedsteads, which were placed in almost every 
room, the most conspicuous piece of furniture in the house 
was the tall case or '' chest " of dmwers, that usually stood 
in the parlor. There were a few wealthy plautere who had 
tapestry-hangings in their apartments, and enjoyed the lux- 
ury of carpets and other imported articles ; but in most 
houses, even up to the time of the Revolution, the furniture 
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was plaiD and substantial. Sun-dials served in the place of 
clocks, which were scarce and dear. Pewter and wooden 
dishes were used instead of china, which was kept for ex- 
traordinary occasions. Almost every well-to-do family had 
more or less of handsome silver, which was seldom taken from 
the place where it was hoarded with scrupulous care, and 
handed down as heirlooms from generation to generation. 

The table was plainly but abundantly supplied. Indian 
meal was cooked in various ways, and eaten with molasses. 
Vegetables were used in lai^e quantities, 
the turnip being more of a favorite than 
the potato. Meat was abundant; and, 
before tea and coflFee came into use, beer 
brewed after the English fashion was the 
common drink. With the growth of or- 
chards, cider took the place of beer, and 
a generous supply of New-England rum 
was to be found on the side-board of every 
family. The disastrous eflFect of this habit 
was checked none too soon by the discus- 
sions in the early part of this century that 
entirely changed the opinions and attitude 
of the best i>cople on this subject. 

The family meals were generally eaten in the great kitchen, 
where the food was cooked. At the end of this room, pew- 
ter platters, porringers, and basins, when not in use, were 
displayed on open shelves ; and other utensils of tin and 
brass hung against the wide panels of the wainscot.^ It was 
in this room that the social life of the people appears in its 
most pleasant forms. Here it was that neighbors gathered 
in the long winter evenings about the great fireplace, and 
cracked nuts, or busied their hands in making brooms and 
other articles, while the meiry laughter of children mingled 
with the story-telling of the elders. 

At first very few of the colonists settled upon isolated 
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farms, but grouped themselves in little village communities. 
The church, the block-house, the school, the variety store, 
and blacksmith's shop were the centre from which the village- 
streets radiated. Here it was that tlie life of the people 
pulsated in its common interests. Each town was a little 
republic in itself. The habit of industry prevailed among 
all classes. There was no room for idlers ; and a shiftless, 
indolent person was regarded with contempt.' While the 
men toiled upon the farms, the women were busy at their 



A COLONIAL HOMB. 



spinning-wheels, or engaged in household duties. The pros- 
perity that in time smiled upon our thrifty forefathers, was 
won at the cost of unremitting toil. Large families were the 
rule ; and the sons were early taught some trade as well as 
the management of the farm, and the daughters received a 
practical training in the conduct of domestic aflFairs. It is 
difficult for us to realize how simple and quiet were the 
social conditions of those early days. The steam-engine, 
the telegraph, the newspaper, and modern ^wstal facilities, 
were then unknown. 
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New Haven was a way-station in the monthly mail-trip 
that, after 1672, was made between New York and Boston. 
This service, however, was quite irregular until Benjamin 
Franklin made a tour of the colonics, and made more perfect 
arrangements. The first newspaper in New Haven, called 
''The Connecticut Gazette," was founded in January, 1755, 
but discontinued from lack of patronage in 1 762. Three years 
after, it was revived by Benjamin Mecom, who gave notice 
that he had secured local corresix)ndents, and had sent for 
" three kinds of English magazines, the ' Monthly Review 
of Books,* and one of the best London newspapers.'* He 
was confident that " these, 
with American intelligence 
from Nova Scotia to Georgia, 
and from Canada," would 
give his readers a " Stock of 
Momentous Materials.'* 

It was not until about the 
middle of the eighteenth cen- 
tury that carriages and wagons 

were used by a few wealthy printing-press. 

citizens in the larger towns. 

The first pleasure-carriage ever seen in Litchfield was brought 
there by Mr. Matthews, the English mayor of New York, 
who was confined in that town as prisoner-of-war in 1776. 
The people did not take kindly to this luxurious way of 
travelling, and the owner of the first chaise in Norwich was 
fined for riding in it to church. 

Ox-carts and sleds were used in farm-work, and in carry- 
ing produce and supplies to market ; but journeys for pleas- 
ure or business were made on horseback. Almost eveiy 
family kept a horse ; and, in riding, the women and children 
sat behind on a pillion. Common furniture, and household 
and farm utensils, were made by the farmer and his sons ; 
and the clothing of the family, from dressing the flax to 
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cutting the doth, was almost universally the handiwork of 

the women. 

The men wore homespun ; and the women made their 

dresses, for ordinary service, of coarse, strong linen. Great 
pride and care were taken in providing 
more elegant and elaborate clothing for 
Sunday use. The men on that day 
donned cloth coats and beaver hats, 
and the women apixiared in caix? fully 
preserved silk or brocade.* The hair 
for a long time was ix)wdered, and woni, 
by the women, in a simple braid ; but 
this fashion was followed by an extreme, 
in which the locks were combed over a 
cushion of horse-hair, so that it would 
often be a foot above the crown . 
During the reign of Charles II., wigs 
were very fashionable, both in Old and 
New England ; and it was not un- 
common to see boys dressed in short 
wig surmounted by a three-cornered 
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clothes, wearing 
hat. 



> The WniTE field House wan 
huHt of stone from a ledge Home eighty 
hhIh distant. Alwater, in hin IliHtory 
of the New-Haven ('olony, says, "The 
WhUefield house differed from the typi- 
cal New-England dwelling, both in the 
material of which it was built, and in its 
interior arrangements. Houses were 
usually sn|)ported, not by walls of 
stone, but by frames of heavy timber. 
White oalc was a favorite wood for this 
purpose, and some of the larger pieces 
were considerably more than a foot 
square. Mr. Whitefield, though he was 
a man of wealth, liad no more apart- 
ments in his dwelling than the average 
New England planter. It is not easy to 
conjecture where he had his study, nor 



where he lodged his ten children, some 
of whom were nearly or quite adult 
when he came to Guilford. His house 
seems small for the requirements of his 
family and of his calling, and surpris- 
ingly small in contrast with that of the 
minister of New Haven. Mr. Davenport 
had but one child ; but there were thir 
teen fireplaces in his house, while in Mr. 
Whitefleld'8 there were but five." There 
were many who thought the New-Haven 
people were extravagant in building such 
•♦ fair and stately houses." 

« A LETTER wrillen in 1780 by Uie 
Rev. Mr. Trowbridge of Southington, to 
his recently wedded wife, gives an Idea of 
the household furnishing late In the cen- 
tury ; " I have purchase<l," be says, ♦• a 
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clock, bnum kettle, iron pot, coffee-mill, 
pair of flntu, pair of brasfl candle-sticks, 
brass andirons, and looking-glass; so I 
hope we shall be able, on the whole, to 
set up housekeeping with some little 
decency." In a postscript he adds, •• A 
warming-pan I can borrow for the next 
winter." 

» At Hartford, New Haven, and New 
London were houses of correction, " for 
snppressing and punishing of rogues, 
ragabonds, common beggars, and other 
lewd, idle, dissolute, and disorderly per- 
sons, and for setting tliem to work.** 
They were punished by putting fetters 
or sliackles upon them, and by moderate 
whipping, not exceeding ten stripes at 
once, ..." to be inflicted at their first 
coming in, and from time to tlnte in case 
tliey be stubborn, disorderly, or idle, and 
do not perform tlieir task, and that In 
good condition." 



* Thv ordinary dress of the people 
was more picturesque Uian in these days. 
Ttie doublet, as an outer garment, was 
universally worn by the men, and was 
often of red or other bright color. Tlie 
waistcoat was worn beneath the doublet, 
and was made of cotton by tlie poorer 
classes : those who could afford It, often 
Qsed silk. The sleeves were slashed. In 
order to display the arms. In Massa- 
chusetts, as early as 1634, there was a 
law enacted against "slashed apparel, 
immoderate great sleeves, long wigs, 
gold, silver, or thread lace, knots of rib- 
bon, double ruff or cuffs." Like other 
laws of Ihe sort. It was \irtually a dead 
letter as far as any special enforcement 
was concerned. As a text for the Puri- 
tan preachers, it was very earnestly and 
frequently inculcated. 
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CHAPTER XXI. 

SOCIAL DISTINCTIONS. — MARRIAGE CUSTOMS.— 
FUNERAL SERVICES.— NECRO SLAVERY. 

AMONG the early settlers of Connecticut, a large propor- 
tion of those known as '' planters" were descended from 
the landed gentry of England. In many cases they traced 
their ancestry in a noble line from the time of William the 
Conqueror, and it is not strange that pride of birth con- 
tinued to exert a peculiar, influence m the social life and 
customs of the colony. 

Titles were used sparingly, and with careful discrimina- 
tion. Only those who had possessed landed estates in Eng- 
land, the 30unger sons of the nobility and the sons of 
baronets and knights, were addressed m writing with the 
title of "Esquire." The more common title of honor was 
"Master** or "Mr.** Among those who received this mark 
of distinction were clergymen, and planters of good families, 
and those sufficiently well-born who had enjoyed the advan- 
tages of a lilKJral education. This appellation was seldom 
bestowed upon young men of whatever rank. "Sir** was 
a title employed in a limited sense to designate young gentle- 
men who were students in college. The sons of men like 
Governor Winthrop or Governor Treat, when at home during 
their vacations, would be greeted by old companions as Sir 
Winthrop or Sir Treat. 

Those who, by thrift and force of character, won a worthy 
position in the community, were called "Goodman** and 
" Goodwife." Military titles were in high favor, and recog- 
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nized with becoming defcreDce. Prior to 1654 the highest 
military office in the colony was captain, and John Mason 
of Pequot fame was the only one who bore this title. When 
in after-years he visited the militia of the different towns, 
bearing the insignia of his rank as major, he was '^ gazed at 
by the boys and girls of the settlement with eyes of wide 
wonder, as a man to be reverenced, but not approached." 
Ecclesiastical titles were highly esteemed, but the clerical 
prefix of Reverend was not employed in early colonial times. 
Ministers were recognized as Mr., Pastor, Teacher, or Elder. 

The legal and medical professions had but scant recogni- 
tion in these early days. The doctor picked up what little 
knowledge he possessed from personal association and study 
with an older practitioner. His success depended upon his 
natural skill and tact in dealing with people, and a wise 
sympathy in the suggestions and notions of the good house' 
wives, who felt that the art of healing was a part of their 
domestic duties. 

The lawyers fared hard. No mention is made of them in 
the public records of the times, except in the statute which, 
having mentioned rioters, scolds, drunkai*ds, and other evil- 
doers, provides that " common barrators, which frequently 
move, stu: up, and maintain suits of law in court, or quar- 
rels and parts in the country, shall give security for their 
good behavior, or be sent to the common gaol." It was not 
until late in the eighteenth centui7 that Connecticut lawyers 
depended upon their profession alone for a living. During 
Governor Talcott's administration, the attention of the As- 
sembly was called to the fact, " that many persons had 
taken upon them to be attorneys at the bar, so that quaiTcls 
and lawsuits were multiplied, and the king's good subjects 
disturbed." It was enacted that there should be *' allowed 
in the colony, eleven attorneys and no more ; namely, three 
in Hartford County, and two in each of the others." This 
law was, however, soon repealed. 
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Long before the Revolution, society had fallen into certain 
lines and orders that sharply defined pei-sonal influence and 
position. This order followed the gradations of gentlemen, 
yeomen, merchants, mechanics, and servants. The position 
of yeoman was ever}- way honorable. Some of them Iwre 
the title of master, and were elected to fill important offices 
of trust. The educated class, however, formed the real 
aristocracy of society ; and it was not until after the Revo- 
lution that their commanding influence began to wane. 

At the head of this aristocracy stood the clergy. While 
a few men of wealth, birth, and j^ersonal strength of char- 
acter, held commanding positions, and offlcera who had 
gained military renown were highly esteemed, there was 
no class of men who occupied as unique and powerful a 
vantage-ground of influence as the ministry. 

" The ministei*s of the Puritan emigration," says a recent 
historian, " were men of birth, education, and breeding. 
Many of them had been driven from the pulpits of the 
English Church, and all possessed the sternest courage and 
deepest convictions. They were, without exception, leaders 
in every way among the people ; formed the strongest class 
in the community, and were bold, vigorous, intolerant, able 
men, who set their mark indelibly upon the early institutions 
of New England. In accordance with their views, the laws 
were framed ; by their opinions, much of the public policy 
was directed ; for them the college was founded, and they 
alone were thought worthy of the highest education. To 
them the people looked up with a voluntary reverence, and 
with profound awe ; while from their pulpits, they wielded 
an authority, and exercised a i)ower, which was simply over- 
whelming" (Lodge). 

The LoixVs Day began at sunset on Saturday. At this 
moment all unnecessary work ceased, and the time was 
passed with strict religious observance until sunset of the 
following day. Sunday evening was given to recreation and 
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social conversation and visiting. This was the time when 
the young men were in the habit of visiting the Puritan 
maidens without fear that parents or guardians would be 
displeased, if they were worthy. The marriages that resulted 
from these visits wei*e solemnized by a magistrate. If a clergy- 
man officiated, he was obliged to secure a special permit. 

Weddings in early colonial days were usually celebrated 
quietly at the home of the bride. With the increase of 
wealth, there was a marked change in this respect. Not 
only were the banns proclaimed in the church, but a general 
invitation was given from the pulpit to attend the ceremony. 
Friends and neighboi*s were entertained with lavish hospital- 
ity at the bride's house. On the wedding- 
day, muskets were fired ; and those who 
attended the ceremony, marched in pro- 
cession to the bride's home. The wed- 
ding-feasts lasted sometimes for two or ^^^,«e suppbk. 
three days. At a grand weilding in 
New London, on the day after the marriage ninety-two 
ladies and gentlemen, it is said, pix»ceeded to dance ninety- 
two jigs, fifty-two contra-dances, forty-five minuets, and 
seventeen hornpipes. Marriages were usually consummated 
at a very early period of life, many girls becoming wives at 
sixteen and seventeen. 

The early settlers made the final ofldces of respect to the 
dead as simple as possible. This custom changed in time, 
and, while the religious rites were brief, the obsequies were 
performed with much pomp and state. The grave was dug 
by friends, and, after the service, was also filled by their 
hands. Leading men of the community were selected as 
pall-bearers ; and besides a geneml distribution of scarfs, 
gloves, and rings, a feast of baked meats and drink was pix)- 
vided. This extravagance was carried so far that it was the 
custom in some of the towns to supply scarfs and gloves * on 
the burial of a pauper. 
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It seems strange to think of Connecticut as a slave- 
holding State, but such was the case in colonial times. 
There are men still living who met in their childhood with 
persons who had seen a cargo of slaves placed in the old 
jail at Middletown, and afterwards sold at auction. At the 
time of the Revolution, several prominent citizens in this 
thriving village of about one hundred families were sea- 
captains engaged in the slave-trade. This business was 
very profitable for many years. Vessels going out to the 
West Indies carried horses, hoops, grain, and other articles, 
and on the return trips bix>ught cargoes of Guinea negroes. 
They seem to have been treated kindly, as a rule ; and the 
characteristics that mark the race to-day were prominent 
then. 

Captive Indians, as well as negroes, were held for service 
in families ; and the colonial authorities enjoined a strict care 
in the training and religious instruction of these bond-ser- 
vants. Soon after the Revolution, steps were taken to bring 
about a gradual emancipation of slaves on the ground that 
it was not profitable to keep them. The conscience of the 
people evidently was not troubled in those days over the sin 
of slavery.* 



1 Thb almanac of Dr. Andrew Elliott 
dleclosefl the fact that in thirty-two years 
he received twenty-nine hundred pairs of 
gloves at funerals, weddings, and bap^ 
tisms: of these he sold about six hun- 
dred and forty dollars* worth. 

* ADVBRTI8BM1ENT8 like the follow- 
ing were frequent after the publication 
of newspapers began : •* Wanted to pur- 
chase immediately. Two Negro or Mu- 



latto Boys or men, from 14 to 34 yeats of 
age. Inquire of the printers. New 
ITaren, Usiy 9, 1779." "To BE Sold, a 
Mulatto Slave, about 21 years okl, Is 
healthy, strong, and acUve; well ac- 
quainted with all kinds of farming busi- 
ness, and can work at shoemaker^s trade. 
For further particulars, inquire of Ed- 
ward Barker, of Branford, or the 
Prlulers hereof." 
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CHAPTER XXn. 

THE RELIGIOUS LIFE OF THE PEOPLE. — SABBATH 
OBSERVANCE. — SOCIAL PLEASURES. 

THE story of Connecticut in colonial days would be incom- 
plete indeed that did not make mention of the religious 
life of the people and their observance of the sabbath. 
The men and women who laid the foundations of our com- 
monwealth were exiles from the land of their birth for con- 
science' sake. "Freedom to woi-ship God" was the joy 
and privilege of hearts that sought above all else to know 
and do His will. 

In a rude building of logs, often but a bam, the early 
settlers gathered on sabbath morning at the beat of a drum 
or the sound of a horn ; for nearly a hundred years passed 
away before bells were in general use. As soon as the peo- 
ple were able to do so, they built churches with the square 
tunnel roof, which, still later, were improved by the addition 
of a steeple. For many years, especially in the outlying 
towns, savages lurked near the villages ; and Sunday, when 
all were gathered in the church, was a time of peculiar dan- 
ger. The minister at the desk was often armed, all the men 
in the congregation were armed, and sentinels were posted 
at the doors, while othei*s kept watch outside. 

After this danger passed, the physical discomforts suffered 
by these earnest and devout worshippers were many. There 
was no way provided for heating the churches, and the doors 
were thrown open to let in the sun. Ministers often preached 
in theu: overcoats, with a muffler about the neck, and mittens 
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upon their hands. In severe winter weatlier tlie women car- 
ried heated stones in their muffs, and, later, little hand-stoves ; 
while the men drew bags over their feet to keep them warm. 
The exercises were lengthy, continuing sometimes for hours. 
As better churches were built, i>ews took the place of the 
hard benches. 

The seating of the congregation was a matter of great 
in^ioilance. Below the pulpit sat the eldei*s and deacons ; 
while in the body of the church, the men were ranged on one 
side, and the women on the other, according to age, rank, and 
social condition. In the back seats or in the gallery were 
placed the children or negroes ; and " behind all the tithing- 
men, with long staves tipped with brass, with which they 
rapped unmercifully the heads of slumbering or disorderly 
men or boys ; while for delinquents of the fair sex, they con- 
tented themselves with brushing their faces with a hare's 
foot appended to the rod. Stiict discipline was always ob- 
served, and any tendency to fall asleep was promptly 
chocked." ^ 

In singing, the verses were given out by a leader, a line at 
a time, and chanted by the whole congregation, who did not 
know half a dozen different tunes. This singing '* by rule,'* 
says a historian of those days, ** sounded like five hundi-ed 
different tunes ix>ared out at the same time." This system 
of organized discord met with resistance ; and a reform was 
begun about 1700, to substitute singing by note for singing 
by rule, but this led to a prolonged struggle. As late as 
1773, when the new singing was introduced into the church 
in Ilarwinton, Litchfield County, one of the deacons arose, 
and left the church, crying, " Poi)ery ! Popery ! " 

Because "the evening and the morning were the first 
day," they commenced their observance of the Lord's Day 
on Saturday at sunset.^ At this hour the busy housckeei)er 
had arranged to lay aside all work, and a peculiar quiet 
reigned throughout the community and every home. Family 
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worship was generally followed by the religious instniction 
of children and sei-vants. On sabbath morning every one 
went to church. Families living at a distance came pre- 
pared to spend the entire day. The elders and children rode 
on horseback, and the young people walked. In summer 



MESTINU-HOUHK OF THE bBVBNTtKMU CKNTLBY. 

weather, it was a common custom for them, as a matter of 
economy, to go barefoot until near the church, when they 
would put on the shoes and stockings they had carried in 
their hands. 

Many of those who resided at a distance, si)ent the inter- 
mission between the services in what were called '' sabbath- 
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day houses."* These houses were small log or frame 
structures, having a single or double room with a fireplace, 
and furnished with a bench, a few chairs, and a table. Here 
the family and other friends gathered to eat their lunch, and 
warm their chilled hands and feet. 

Days of public fasting and prayer were frequent, and 
family worship was a part of the home life. Strict discipline 
was enforced in all that pertained to the social and public 
affairs of the community. Respect for parental authority 
was univei*sal, and the rules of a strict morality were en- 
forced in the conduct of business. In New Haven a certain 
John Meigs, a currier and tanner, put such poor leather on 
the market, that he was brought into court to be punished 
for his offence. In giving judgment, the court said, " In a 
single pair of shoes, seveml evils appear ; such as contempt 
of court, continued unrighteousness, and other similar evils ; 
and how many shoes he had made and sold of such faulty 
materials, and so loaded with evils, the court say they know 
not." The cobbler soon after left the colony. 

We sRould gain a very wrong impression of the old times, 
if we thought of our Puritan ancestors as always wearing 
long faces, never smiling, or enjoying innocent pastimes. 
On the contrary, their social life was marked by many fes- 
tive days. Six times in a year the whole military force of 
the plantation was called out. These general training-days 
brought together the old i)eople, women and children, as 
spectators of the militai-y exercises and athletic games that 
followed. ''The enjoyment which they experienced in watch- 
ing the manoeuvres of the soldiers, and the games of cudgel, 
backswoixi, fencing, running, leaping, wrestling, stool-ball, 
ninepins, and quoits, was enhanced by sharing the spectacle 
with the multitude, meeting old friends, and making ac- 
quaintance with persons of congenial spirit.'* Election days 
were times of general gathering. ''On these days the pil- 
lion was fastened behind the saddle ; and the good wife rode 
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with her good man to the seat of government, to truck some 
of the yarn she had been spinning, for ribbons and other 
foreign goods, as well as to gather up the gossip of the year. 
On such occasions a store of cake was provided beforehand, 
and ' election-cake ' is consequently one of the institutions 
received from our fathers " (Atwater), 

Thanksgiving was the great festal day of the year. In its 
general features and spirit, it is observed now very much as 
in colonial times. It was the day when children and grand- 
cliildren gathered in the 
old homestead with joy- 
ous greetings. The 
table fairly groaned be- 
neath the good things 
that had been provided 
by the noble mothers 
and daughters, who had 
reason to be proud of 
their skill in preparing 
all kinds of appetizing 
dishes. The male mem- 
bers of the family were ^ pobtbait which bblonobo to thb 

.-,-,. , . "^ _ EATON FAMILY. 

faithful m their attend- 
ance upon the service of public worship in the morning, but 
the rest of the day was Glled with home festivities. 

The gift of com was especially remembered. The injunc- 
tion of an old Puritan minister was common. " Of all other 
things on the table you may eat, but of the Indian pudding 
yoM must eat." It was of this dish that Joel Barlow, the 
famous Connecticut poet, wrote these lines : — 

'* Ye Alps aadacious, through the heavens that rise 
To cramp the day, and hide me from the skies, 
I sing not you. A softer theme I choose, 
A virgin theme, unconscious of the muse, 
But fruitful, rich, well suited to inspire 
The purest frenzy of poetic fire. 
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I sing the sweets I know, the charms I feel. 
My morning incense, and my evening meal, 
The sweets of Ilasty Pudding." 



> Slbepino in church was evi- 
dently a besetting sin in those days, 
wiieu a large part of the congregatiou 
were accustomed to an active outdoor 
life, that must have made it very difficult 
for them to sit through the k>ug-drawu- 
out services without physical drowsiness. 
But their consciences were tender re- 
garding the reverence and attention tliat 
was due the service of the Lord's bouse. 
Cotton Mather, in bis account of the 
death of Thomas Hooker, says, ** Some 
of bis most obsei^rant bearers noticed an 
astonishing cloud in bU congregation, 
the last Lord's Day of liis public minis- 
try, when be administered the Lord's 
supper among them; and a most un- 
accountable heaviness and sleepiness, 
even of the most watchful Christians of 
the place, not unlike the drowsiness of 
the disciples, when our Lord was going 
to die, for which one of the elders re- 
buked them. When those devout people 
afterwards perceived that this was the 
last sermon and sacrament wtierein they 
were to have the presence of their pas 
tor with them, 'tis inexpressible bow 
much they bewailed their inattentive- 
ness to his farewell disiiensatioiis ; and 
some of them could enjoy do peace in 
their own souls, until they bad obtained 
leave of the elders to confess before the 
whole congregation, with many tears, 
that inadvertency." 

> This custom was observed until 
within the memory of those now living. 
Dr. Busbnell, in his Age of Homespun, 
tells a story of bis boyhood, when be was 
refused a load of apples which be bad 
gone to buy on Saturday , because the good 
neighbor, on consulting the sun, thought 
be would not be able to measure and load 
tbe fruit before the strict sabbath began. 

» Sabbath-day uouses. Dr. W. C. 



Fowler, In his History of Durham, gives 
this entertaining description of these 
unique structures : "These houses were 
from twenty to twenty-five feet in length, 
and from ten to twelve feet iu breadth, 
and one story high, with a clUmney in 
tbe middle, dividing tbe whole space 
into two rooms, with a partition between 
them, for the use of two families, who 
united in building the bouse. The fur- 
niture consisted of a few chairs, a table, 
plates and dishes, some iron uteusil, it 
may be, for warming food which had 
been cooked. Besides the Bible, there 
was sometimes a book on ezpciHmeDtal 
religion, like Baxter's Saints' Kcst, or 
Allein's Alarm. On the morning of 
tbe sabbath, the mother of the family, 
with provident care, put up her store of 
comforts for tbe dinner, sut-stantial or 
slight fare, as most convenient, a bottle 
of cider almost of course. The family 
then set ofif from their home in a large 
two-horse sleigh, or on saddles and 
pillions. They stopped at tbe sablmtb- 
day liouse, kindled a blazing fire, and 
then went forth to shiver in the cold 
during the noorning services. At noon 
they hurried back to their warm room. 
After they had taken their meal, and by 
turns drunk from the pewter mug, 
thanks were returned- Then the ser- 
mon came under review, from the notes 
token by the father of the family ; or a 
chapter was read from tbe Bible, or 
a paragraph from some favorite author, 
the services concluding with prayer or 
singing. After again visiting the sanc- 
tuary, the family would return to the 
sabbath-day house, if the cold was severe, 
before they sought their home. The 
fire was then extinguished, the door was 
locked, and the house remained undis- 
turl>cd duiing the week." 
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CHAPTER XXIII. 
THE EVOLUTION OF THE TOWNS. 

IN numl^er, the men and women who laid the foundations 
of the Connecticut and New-Haven colonies were less 
than the emigrants that are now landed at Castle Garden 
twice or thrice a week by some steamer from Liver[>ool or 
Hambui'g. We have, however, seen that these early settlers 
were providentially the pioneers of one of the most remark- 
able emigrations that histoid records. The story of this emi- 
gration carries us back to England, and the struggle for 
civil and religious freedom that culminated in the Ilevolutiou 
of 1642. 

For ten years after the landing of the Pilgrims, the emi- 
gration exclusively confined to Massachusetts was small. 
About 1630 the tide increased, and it is estimated that 
within the next ten ^ears about twenty thousand persons 
came to New England. At the breaking out of the Revolu- 
tion, that gave ascendency to Puritan power in England, the 
emigration almost entirely ceased. 

After the tii'st companies came, and settled in the Connec- 
ticut valley, and in the neighborhootl of New Haven, they 
received but few accessions by emigration. The gi-owth of 
the ix)pulation of Connecticut, for nearly two hundred years, 
was from this parent stock. The result is, that, even now, 
almost every child in the State, whose ancestors were living 
in Connecticut in the early i)ai-t of this century, may trace 
its ancestry back to some one in the little handful of people 
who settled the New-Haven and Connecticut colonies. 
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The growth of the tree illustrates the historic development 
of the Commonwealth. The two colonies, whose life was 
soon united, may I'epresent the trunk, and the half-dozen 
towns that formed them the first branches, of the stui-dy sap- 
ling. As the growth of the tree develops fresh buds, and 
they form new branches, so the advancing and vigorous life 
of the early colonial towns put forth new shoots as the years 
passed by. 

Let us select the history of two or three towns, in diflPer- 
ent parts of the State, to illustrate this process of evolution. 

The beautiful valley that lies a few miles west of Hartfortl 
early attracted attention, and in 1640 some of the leading 
families that had come in Mr. Hooker's company commenced 
a settlement upon the meadows boixlering the Tunxis River. 
The land was purchased of the Indians, and divided among 
the eighty-four proprietors. The town was incorporated in 
1645 under the name of Faimington, and was about fifteen 
miles square. Since this period seven new towns have been 
taken from this territory, — Southington, Berlin, Bristol, 
Burlington, Avon, Plain ville, and New Britain, within whose 
limits has sprung up the busy and prosperous city of the 
same name. 

In 1657 some of the inhabitants from Farmington, on a 
hunting excursion, wandered away from home as far as the 
Naugatuck Valley. They here discovered what they thought 
was a mine of black-lead. They purchased the light from 
the Indians to work it, and the deed they received included 
the land within eight miles of the hill from which the lead 
was to be taken. This territory' covered the present town- 
ships of Plymouth, Harwinton, Thomaston, Litchfield, and 
other towns. The mine did not prove a profitable invest- 
ment, and no settlement was made in the Naugatuck Valley 
until sixteen years had passed away. In 1673 the meadow- 
lands at Mattatuck (Waterbury) attracted the attention of 
some of the inhabitants of Farmington, and they asked the 
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Assembly to appoint a committee to view them, and report 
upon the expediency of locating a plantation there. The 
committee reported that they thought Mattatuck could sustain 
a population of thirty families. 

Sundry citizens were appointed to regulate and establish 
the settlement ; but the breaking out of King Philip's war 
retarded the work, and it was not until 1677 that the pro- 
prietors came with their families. The first site, known to 
this day as the ''Town Plot,'* was laid out on the ridge of 
the hill, about a mile west of the present city of Waterbury. 
A building-lot of eight acres was given to each settler. The 
labor of drawing the hay from the meadows up the steep hill 
soon decided them to build in the valley ; and they chose the 
location now covered with the homes and busy industries of 
the beautiful and thriving city of Waterbury, with its thirty 
thousand inhabitants. The early settlers looked upon the 
river as only " an obstruction and peril." A recent local 
historian quaintly says, '' In the result, Mattatuck, like most 
of the manufacturing towns of New England, has been 
saved, as was Noah and his family, ' by water ' rather than 
by land.** 

The families that firet made their home in Waterbury suf- 
fered very much for want of a grist-mill. They had to 
carry all of their corn to Farmington, a distance of twenty 
miles, to be ground. The committee np|X)inted by the State 
granted thirty acres of land to whoever would build and keep 
up a mill. These terms were accepted by Stephen Hopkins 
of Hartford, who built a mill, in 1G80, on Mill River, where 
one has stood until the present day. This matter of securing 
mill privileges caused a great deal of trouble to the frontier 
towns. The first householders of Woodbury had no fiour or 
meal except what they could get from Stratford, where they 
formerly lived. Even on wedding occasions, the principal 
dishes at the dinner were bean-ix)rridgc for soup, bread 
made of pounded corn, and an enormous plate of pork and 
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beans. The first set of mill-stones brought into the place, 
about 1674, were so small that they were carried from Strat- 
ford on the back of a horse. 

The story of tlie settlement of the charmmg valley in which 
lie the villages of Woodbury and Southbury, gives another 
reason that sometimes led to the founding of new towns. 
For a long time, there had been a bitter dispute in the church 
at Stratford, over what was known as the " Halfway Cove- 
nant ' ' system of church membership. Each party chose a 
pastor, and an effoi-t was made to keep peace by dividing 
the services of the Lord's Day between them ; but this plan 
did not work well. Governor Winthrop finally advised the 
weaker party, with their pastor, the Rev. Mr. Walker, to 
choose a tract of land, and make a new plantation. This 
was in 1G72. Thirteen years before this, an exploring party, 
visiting the valley of the Pomperaug, were solicited by some 
Derby Indians to purchase the adjoining country. 

The deed given at the time of purchase covered a teiri- 
tory as large as Litchfield County. No use was made of the 
land until Mr. Walker's party decided to settle in the valley. 
At the May Assembly, in 1672, '' liberty to erect a planta- 
tion at Pomperoage " was granted. 

The original signers to the covenant to found a new town 
at Woodbury were but seventeen. Before they left Strat- 
ford, they adopted articles of agreement. Only as many 
persons were to l>e admitted to the plantation as could be 
comfortably accommodated. All public expenses, civil and 
religious, were to be borne in proportion to their home-lots, 
the largest of which was twenty-five acres, and the smallest 
ten. A large tract of land was set apart for the preaching 
of the gospel, and also '' a parsell of land for y* Tneourigiug 
a Schoole, y* learning may not be neglected to children." 

The first shelter of the settlers was made of evergreen 
trees ; but by the time the cold weather set in, they had built 
rude log huts. Before the winter was over, their supply 
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of food gave out ; aud some of the men went to Stratford, a 
distance of thirty miles, with hand-sleds, and drew them 
liome laden with provisions. In 1674 the town received the 
name of Woodbury. 

Another illustration of the way new settlements sprung up 
takes us into the eastern part of the State. In 1675, Joshua, 
the son of Uncas, tlie famous Mohegan sachem, by his last 
will, gave to Captain John Mason, and fifteen others, the 
tract containing the town of Windham, from which Mans- 
field and Canterbury were also afterwards set off. In May, 
1686, the main street of Windham was laid out, aud lots 
surveyed for the proprietors. The first person who dug a 
cellar, and, with the help of his servant, raised a house, 
was Lieutenant John Cates. He held a commission under 
Cromwell ; and when Charles II. came to the throne, he fleil to 
this country for safety. He first lauded in Virginia; but 
from fear of capture, he came to Norwich, and then sought 
this retired spot. Windham was made a county-seat in 
1726. 

The formation of new towns continued until most of the 
land within the bounds of the State was taken up. That 
much of this real estate was considered of little value, is 
illustrated in the disix>sal that was made of the territory now 
included in the town of East Lyme. This tract was first re- 
served for the Indians ; but in time the Legislature granted 
a i>etition giving it to New London and Lyme, but without 
determining a dividing line. 

New London proposed to take three miles iu width, and 
leave one to Lyme. Lyme made a similar proix)sal to New 
London. Rather than be to the trouble of going to Hart- 
ford with their dispute, they agreed to settle their title to 
the land in controversy, by a wrestling-match between two 
champions to l>e chosen by each for this purpose. The 
victory turned in favor of Lyme, and that town held the 
controverted tract until the town of East Lyme was formed. 



Digitized 



by Google 



138 HISTORY OF CONNECTICUT. 

During the past fifty years, as the centres of population 
have increased, the old towns have been divided and sub- 
divided, as in the case of Saybrook, from which £ssex, 
Chester, Westbrook, and Old Saybrook have been set off 
since 1836. 
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CHAPTER XXIV. 

1714-174a 

PERIOD OF THE LAST FRENCH WARS. 

THE condition of society in Connecticut at this period was 
exceptionally happy and prosperous. The prayer of her 
people seemed realized, '' that peace and unity might be con- 
tinued among them, and that they might have the blessings 
of the God of peace upon them." Habits of frugality and 
industry were joined with rectitude of character, and devout 
religious life and feeling. The afifairs of the Commonwealth 
were wisely and economically conducted by tried and faith- 
ful men. Thoughtful care was taken of the unfortunate 
poor, of soldiers who had returned from captivity, and of 
others suffering IVom mental and physical disabilities. 

To describe the condition of Connecticut in these years, as 
Bancroft has said, ^^ is but to enumerate the blessings of self- 
government, as exercised by a community of thoughtful 
freeholders, who have neither a nobility nor a populace. 
How dearly it remembered the parent island, is told by the 
English names of its towns. Could Charles II. have looked 
back upon earth, and seen what security his gift of a charter 
had conferred, he might have gloried in an act which re- 
deemed his life from the charge of having been unproductive 
of public happiness. In a proclamation, Connecticut, under 
its great seal, told the world that its days under the charter 
were ' halcyon days of peace.' Time, as it advances, may 
unfold scenes of more wealth and wider action, but not of 
more contentment and purity." 
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Intelligence having been received of the death of the 
Queen and the accession of the Elector of Hanover (George 
I.) to the English throne, Connecticut at once sent an ad- 
dress of congratulation to the new king. The prosperity of 
these days is seen in the rapid growth of the towns and the 
increase of population.* The occupation of the people was 
mostly agricultural, but there was considerable shipbuilding 
at different points along the Sound. Hartford, Wethers- 
field, and Middletown on the river ; and Stonington, New 
London, New Haven, and other towns on the coast, — had 



FIRST 8TATB HOD8B IN UARTFOBD. 

(Beguu 111 1719; occupied in 1720.) 

vessels engaged in fishing, and carried on quite a brisk trade 
with the West Indies. A copper mine was opened in Sims- 
bury ; but, like other ventures of the kind in after-years, it 
did not prove profitable. The excavated mine at Simsbury 
was used for a long time as a State prison. 

After the adoption of the Saybrook Platform, the power 
of the clergy was increased ; and the Assembly at different 
times called attention to the state of religion in the colony, 
and the uecessitj' of a more rigorous enforeement of the laws 
regarding sabbath-breaking, and the sins of lying, swearing, 
and intemi)erance. Some trouble was caused by a sect 
known as Rogerenes^ that flourished mostlj' in the neighbor- 
hood of New London. While their doctrines were ob- 
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noxions to their neighbors, the principal annoyance came 
through the indecencies of dress and behavior that marked 
the more than eccentric action of this peculiar people,^ 
Their irregularities pi-obably prompted the passing of a law 
by which a fine of twenty shillings was imposed upon per- 
sons absenting themselves from their "lawful congrega- 
tion," and assembling for worship in private houses. 

Governor Saltonstall died in 1724.* For sixteen years he 
had performed the duties of his office with vigor and ability. 
The removal of the college from Saybrook to New Haven, 
and questions of ecclesiastical order, had required rare tact 
and wisdom on his part. But 
in these matters, as well as 
those that pertained to the civil 
welfare of the colony, Governor 
Saltonstall had proved master 
of the situation. Joseph Tal- 
cott was elected as his suc- 
cessor. During his term, which 
also continued for sixteen years, 

the history of Connecticut is a ^^^^^^^ saltonstall. 

record of peaceful prosperity. 

"The general courts came and went year after year, made 
necessary and wholesome laws, kept tl\e finances sound and 
pure, and free from the paper contagion, encouraged their 
college, looked after their rights in England, and carried on 
a steady, frugal government, which was probably one of the 
best the world has ever seen " (Lodge). 

During the administration of Talcott, new towns still con- 
tinued to be rapidly settled.* When the order came to pro- 
claim King George II., the governor called a special session 
of the Legislature, rind an address, earnest in its expressions 
of loyalty, was sent to the king.* At the same time, the 
governor was instructed to forward to the agent of the colony 
in England a reply to a complaint, which it was understood 
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that John Winthrop, nephew of the late governor, had 
brought before the king's coancil. Winthrop said that he 
had been unjustly treated by the courts of the colony in 
the division of his father's estate. He claimed that the 
colonial law which allowed daughters to receive real estate in 
the distribution of the property of an intestate person, was 
in violation of the law of England. The question was one 
of grave importance to the colony, as it involved the legality 
of titles to landed property from the earliest settlement. 
The king's privy council was inclined to the opinion that the 
law of Connecticut would not hold ; and the Assembly, hav- 
ing received an order overruling the action of the courts in 
the case of Winthrop, proceeded to put him in possession 
of the land which he claimed. Connecticut would not accede 
to the decision of the privy council, although a doubt was 
thrown upon the title of property in the settlement of intes- 
tate estates. Twenty years after, the colonial law was finally 
sanctioned by a decision of the council. 

There seemed to be so much uneasiness in England over 
the possible development of industries in the colonies, that it 
was thought best for the govemoi*to assure the Board of 
Trade that they had not *' by any premium encouraged any 
manufactory in this colony." This was true at this time ; 
but it was not long before liberal bounties were offered for 
the production of silk and hemp, and for manufacturing 
" canvas, duck, and fine linen cloth." During the last ses- 
sion of the Assembly in which Governor Talcott served, 
Acts for the regulation of the militia, and " for the encour- 
agement and better supporting of the schools," were passed. 

Upon the death of Governor Talcott, in 1741, Jonathan 
Law, who had been lieutenant-governor during his entire 
term of office, succeeded him. The stable character of the 
people proved itself in the way they treated those whom 
they placed in positions of trust. A faithful and efl3cient 
public servant was seldom removed from office. 
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The peace policy of Robert Walpole, the great English 
prime minister, gave the colony rest for many years fi-om the 
French wars that had proved so serious a drain upon its 
resources. This condition of afTaii*s was changed by the 
breaking out of hostilities between England and Spain in 
1739. The colonies were requu*ed to furnish four regiments 
to join the British force at Jamaica. Connecticut at once 
called for volunteers, for whom she provided transports and 
food until they arrived at the island. Of the fifteen thou- 
sand seamen and twelve tliousand soldiera gathei'cd there 
under the command of Admiral Venion, four thousand were 
from the colonies. Thwarted in the endeavor to intercept a 
French fleet, and defeated in an attack upon Carthagena, 
they sailed for Cuba. Havana was easily taken, but the 
scourge of yellow-fever proved more terrible than any 
enemy. Of the thousand stalwart men who had enlisted 
from New England, not one hundred returned. 

From the opening of hostilities, France had been in full 
sympathy with Spain; and on the 4th of March, 1744, she 
made a formal declaration of war against England. The 
New-England colonies were thoroughly aroused at the im- 
pending sense of danger. The French still held Canada and 
Cape Breton, and claimed all of the vast interior region from 
the Gulf of St. Lawrence to the mouth of the Mississif pi. 
If they could make this claim good, it is easy to understand 
that the colonists felt that the security of the strip of coun- 
try which they held along the Atlantic coast would be con- 
stantly endangered. 

Louisburg, on Cape Breton Island, at the entrance of 
the Gulf of St. Lawrence, was the strongest fortress on the 
American continent, and well termed '' the Gibraltar of 
North America.*' It was the central station from which the 
French privateers and men-of-war sailed, that hovered all 
along the New-England coast, and seized uyK)u sailing and 
trading vessels. This was ruinous to the maritime interests 
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of the colony. Nova Scotia had come into the possession of 
the English in 1713, but this province was again threatened 
by the French. Canso was surprised and taken ; and the 
same fate probably would liave overtaken Annaix>iis ( Port 
Royal), had it not just before been re-enforced by troops 
from Massachusetts. 

There was a common feeling throughout New England, 
that Louisburg must be captured at all hazards. Having 
waited in vain for aid from England, some of the leaders in 
military and civil affairs began to discuss the possibility of 
accomplishing this work without assistance from the mother 
countiy. Governor Shirley of Massachusetts was especially 
active in these negotiations. He did all that he could to 
learn the exact condition of the foitress, and ite preparation 
in case of a siege. Having urged the home government to 
send sloops-of-war to guard Annapolis, with the view of 
protecting the provincial troops while besieging Louisburg, 
he then made known his plans to the General Court. The 
matter was earnestly debated for several days. All were 
agreed as to the danger that menaced the colonies as long as 
this stronghold remained in the hands of the French; but 
the difficulties which confronted them in canning out the 
I)lan suggested seemed so great, that, upon the final vote, 
the measure was lost. 

The matter before long was agitated in other quarters. 
Some of the leading merchants and most influential citizens 
petitioned the Court to revive and pass the bill. A com- 
mittee of investigation was appointed, and, after the consid- 
eration of the rejwrt, the measure was carried by a single 
vote. From this point the tide of general enthusiasm began to 
rise. Despatches were at once sent to the different colonies, 
soliciting their assistance. All but New England declined to 
engage in the hazardous enterprise. Connecticut immedi- 
ately proceeded to raise her quota of five hundred men. 
Roger Wolcott, the lieutenant-govenior, was appointed 
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commander-iD-chief of the Connecticut forces. Within a 
few days ample sapplies were gathered, and the troops em- 
barked. Before the close of April, a gallant little army of 
four thousand New-England men, under cqmmand of Colonel 
Pepperell of Massachusetts, bad arrived at Canso, Nova 
Scotia. To the great joy of the provincial soldiers, Commo- 
dore Warren, who, at the last moment, bad been ordered by 
the home government to assist Governor Shirley in this expe- 
dition, sailed into the harbor with three ships-of-war, and 
the same day was joined by another from Portsmouth. 
Without delaj' the army embarked, and, under convoy of the 
fleet, sailed for Louisbui^ Harbor. The garrison were taken 
completely by surprise, as thej' saw the transports beating into 
the bay. The governor at once sent a company of his best 
troops to oppose the landing of the English. In the skirmish 
that followed, their commanding officer was taken prisoner ; 
and those who were not killed or wounded, fled, and left the 
enemy to effect an easy landing. The following morning a 
detachment of four hundred men, under cover of a range of 
hills, marched to the north-east side of the harbor, to within 
a mile of the general battery. During the progress of their 
march, they had set fire to the houses and stores along the 
way ; and the dense volume of smoke hid their movements, so 
that the enemy was at an entire loss as to their numbers and 
strength. Panic-stricken with the belief that the whole army 
was approaching, they threw their powder into a well, and 
deserted the battery. With exultant hearts the little band 
of provincial soldiers hastened forward, and took possession 
of the guns without the loss of a man. 

The work of reducing the fortress was still before them. 
InoixJer to get their guns in position, they had to drag them 
a distance of two miles. A deep morass stretched part of 
the way ; and as oxen and horses sank too deep in the treach- 
erous bog to permit of their use, the men were compelled, 
under cover of the night, to drag the heavy guns, mortars, 
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and timbers to the place where they erected the temporary 
batteries. It was an herculean task, but they did not falter ; 
and in less than twenty* days they had prepared five fascine 
batteries. Meanwhile the fleet was not inactive. By a 
shrewd manoeuvre, the '* Mermaid," a forty-four-gun ship in 
command (jf Captain Douglas, captdred the '^Vigilant,*' a 
French sixty-four-gun ship. The loss of this vessel with her 
abundant stores, and five hundred and sixty men, was a heavy 
blow, and hastened the final victory. Four days after the 
>^ Vigilant" had struck her colors, two other ships joined the 
English fleet. The ganison within the foitress was disheart- 
ened. The western gate of the town was broken down, 
and breaches were visible. The only battery that com- 
manded the town, and could defend it against ships, was in 
ruins. 

On the 15th of June the oflScers of the ganison asked for 
a cessation of hostilities, that terms of capitulation might be 
arrangeil. This was granted, and on the 17th of June " The 
Gibraltar of North America " was surrendered to England. 

The provincial troops were determined to push the siege, 
although they had suffered very much from exposure and 
hardships. For their sake the final surrender came none too 
soon. It was a remarkable victory, and its intelligence car- 
ried joy into every New-England home. It was a terrible 
blow to the French power in North America, all the more 
disheartening and severe because it was unexpected. Of 
the ^\Q thousand colonial troops who had taken part in the 
expedition, eleven hundred were from Connecticut. 

The effect of this victory was to encouitige England in 
the determination to wrest from France her provinces in the 
New Worid. 

France in the following year planned a campaign for the 
retaking of Louisburg and the punishment of New Eng- 
land. The large and well-equipped fleet that set sail for 
the shores of North America was scattered and disabled by 
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storms ; pestilence swept away the men ; its commander and 
his successor died suddenly, and nothing was accomplished. 
It is not strange that the colonists felt that a protecting 
Providence through mysterious ways had broken the power 
of the enemy, and turned them away from their shores. In 
1748 a congress convened at Aix-la-Chapelle to consider 
terms of peace that .should restore tranquillity to the dis- 
tracted nations of Europe. England once more was at peace 
with France and Spain, and their possessions in the New 
World had rest from the horrors of war for a little season. 



> At Um time of Uie RerohitioD of 
1688, and the deposition of Androe, Ck>n- 
necticQt had twenty -eight towne. With- 
in thirty-eeveo jmn twenty-two were 
added; vie, Danbary (1803), Lebanon 
(1897), Colchester and Dnrham (1809). 
Volantown (1700), Mansfield and Can- 
tcrbary (1703), Hebron (1704). Killingly 
(1706), Coventry and Ridgefleld (1709), 
Newtown (1711),Bast Haddam, Pomfret, 
and New Milford (1713), Ashford (in4), 
Tolland (1715). StalTord (1719), Lltch- 
lleld (17S1), Willington and Bolton 
(1720), and Sooaera (1726). In 1726 
Windham Connty was formed of the 
eleven towns in the north-eastern comer 
of the colony. 

s Tbb founder of this i»trange sect 
was John Rogers of New London. Hold- 
ing the views of tlie Seventh-Day Bap- 
tUi9t Xhey added notions of tlieir own, 
both eccentric aud immoral. 

* SALTONeTALL, at the time he was 
elected governor, was pastor of the Con- 
gregational Chnrch in New London. 
His close relations with Governor Flu 
John Wiathrop aud other prominent 
men had given him great influence in 
pabUc affairs. A lx>m leader, and gifted 
with noarked business ability, lie was 
recognized as perliaps the most learned 
lawyer in the colony. Winlhrop leaned 
upon him as his principal adviser, and it 
Is not strange that at his death he was 
chosen his successor. Palfrey (Hist New 



Bng., vol. iv. p. 4!95) spealcsln these terms 
of the administration of Saltonstall : ** lu 
wisdom and vigor moulded the senti- 
ments of a tmisition period; and no 
man memorable on the bright roll of 
Connecticut worthies did more to estab- 
lish for her that character which was in- 
dicated by the name, appropriated to her 
through many generations, of * the land 
of steady habits.' '* 

« Bbtwubn the years 1728 and 1730 
the following towns were established: 
Somers, New Fairfield, Bast Haddam, 
Union, Barichamstead, Colebrook, Hart- 
land, Winchester, New Hartford, Tor- 
rington, Kent, Goshen, Canaan, Balis- 
bury, and Cornwall. 

' It was ordered that the celebration 
which had taken place at Hartford, be 
repeated at New Haven ; *' tliat the troops 
in the county of New Haven, Ave of ttie 
oldest foot-companies in the town of 
New Haven, and two foot-companies in 
Milford, attend that day's service; that 
a treat of thirty pounds be made for 
their refreshment; titat a quarter of a 
pound of powder be delivered to each 
sentinel; that a sufficient quantity of 
powder bo provided for discharging 
three of the great guns; . . . that the 
sheriff provide ten pounds of candles for 
lllnminating the court-house; . . . and 
also, that he procure a barrel of good 
wine, at the charge of the colony, for 
refreshment of the Assembly." 
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CHAPTER XXV, 

1748-1755. 

PERIOD OF THE LAST FRENCH WARS. 

THE peace of Aix-la-Chapelle was followed by a cessation 
of hostilities between England and France that con- 
tinued for nearly ten years. It was the brief lull before the 
breaking out of a more furious and decisive struggle for the 
control of North America. Vigomus and united in its inde- 
pendent government, Connecticut prospered abundantly. 
New towns were settled, and old ones increased in popula- 
tion and wealth. The life of the people was earnest and 
thoughtful ; and the interests of religion, morality, and edu- 
cation were nourished with jealous care. 

While peace and prosperity reigned within her borders, 
the people of Connecticut were fully alive to the progress of 
events that linked their destiny with that of the other colo- 
nies in the struggle against the French. The military spirit 
was kept alive by the frequent gatherings of the train-bands 
for exercise; and in almost every home-circle, there were 
those who could tell a story of personal adventure in the 
wars that had so frequently called for volunteers. From the 
settlement of the colony, a militant disposition was fostered 
by necessity ; and the blood of the hardy sons of the fathers 
who first subdued the wilderness, possessed a martial strain 
that was easily stirred to heroic action. 

It was now seen that France was seeking with consummate 
skill to gain imperial power in North America. Having 
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secured a firm foothold in Canada and Louisiana, the French 
claimed the whole country west of the AUeghanies. From 
the Great Lakes to the mouth of the Mississippi, they were 
busy erecting a line of forts and trading-posts, and furnish- 
ing them with mateiials of war. The English Government 
realized that something must be done to stay the progress of 
the French in their plan to hem in and confine the colonies 
to a narrow strip of country along the Atlantic coast. An 
English colony was planted in Nova Scotia ; and at the begin- 
ning of the war that soon broke out, the original French 
settlers were driven from the peninsula. The sad story of 
their exile from their Acadian homes is told by Longfellow in 
his poem of *' Evangeline." 

In 1749 the city of Halifax was founded, under the direc- 
tions of Lord Halifax, then at the head of the British Board 
of Trade. A company, also of English noblemen and mer- 
chants, with some Virginia planters, formed an association 
to occupy a part of the beautiful valley of the Ohio. Al- 
ready the French governors of Louisiana and Canada had 
given orders that all English settlers and merchants should 
be driven from the vallejs of the Ohio and the Mississippi. 
The flames of the last great struggle between these nations 
for the control of North America were kindled at several 
points. From the shores of Lake Erie a force of twelve 
hundred men drove the English settlers from their colony on 
the Ohio, and built Fort Duquesne where the city of Pitts- 
burg now stands. This commanding position had been 
selected as the site of an English fort by a young Virginian 
planter, and some work had been done upon it when it was 
seized by the French. The same youthful oflScer was or- 
dered not long after to make the attempt to dislodge the 
enemy, but it proved a hazardous and unavailing effort. 
This was the beginning of the military career of George 
Washington. 

The French had gained a wonderful influence over most 
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of the Indian tribes, and this was a great help to them 
in carrying out their projects of conquest. Fortunately for 
the English, the powerful Iroquois ti-ibes, who lived west 
of the Hudson River, still continued friendly to them, and 
hostile to the French. In 1754, under instructions from the 
home government, a convention of delegates from the colo- 
nies met at Albany to make a treaty with these friendly 
tribes, known as the *' Six Nations," and to form a union 
for self-defence. The twenty-five colonial delegates first 
met a hundreil and fifty Indian chiefs, and made a treaty 
with them. Then Benjamin Franklin, who had been influen- 
tial in calling the convention, proposed a plan of union. 
The Philadelphia editor and printer, who was to link his name 
and fame so closely with the new nation that was to rise in 
the near future, was successful in gaining the approval of a 
majority of the convention to his plan. 

The three representatives from Connecticut — William 
Pitkin, Roger Wolcott, and Elisha Williams — did not al- 
together favor this scheme of union, and so reported when 
they returned home. It would have been strange had they 
done so. With unfaltering determination the colony had 
always resisted every attempt to lessen the control of its 
charter government. They were more than willing to do 
tiieir share in the common defence, but they did not pro- 
pose to give the management of their affairs into other 
hands. They were suspicious that this plan, that created 
a council with a head appointed by the crown, with power 
to make general laws, and raise money in all the colonies 
for the defence of the whole, might prove an entering- 
wcdge that would finally destroy their ciiarter government. 
More than this, they argued that the attempt to carry on 
a defensive war along so extended a frontier under the 
management of such a council as was proposed, would be 
impracticable and dangerous. The plan of union met with 
opposition in other du'cctious, and was given up. A bill 
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was then introduced into Paxliament by Lord Halifax, tiiat 
provided for an assembly of the governors and one or two 
delegates from each colony with authority to direct the mili- 
tary force, and draw the money for their expense from Eng- 
land, which should afterwards be repaid by taxes on the 
colonists. This project met not only with the earnest pro- 
test of Connecticut, but of all the colonies. The bill was 
dropped, but the discussion which it aroused was the stimng 
of thought and opinion that culminated in the war of the 
Revolution. 

Meanwhile the gifted Marquis of Montcaln^, who was now 
governor of Canada, had uniteil the French strongholds of 
Duqucsne at the head waters of the Ohio, of Niagara near 
Lake Ontario, and of Ticondcroga on Lake Cham plain, by a 
chain of smaller forts. The British ministry saw that the 
question of uniting the colonists for their common defence, 
taxation, and control by the home government, must be de- 
ferred, and active measures taken to resist the encroachments 
of France in the great interior of America. A campaign 
was marked out ; and it was decided that an expedition in 
command of General Braddock should march against Fort 
Duqucsne, while another should make an attack upon Crown 
Point. Efforts at the same time were to be made to wrest 
Niagara from tlie enemy. About the middle of January, 
General Braddock embarked for Vii^inia with fifteen hundred 
troops. In the early spring, the governors of the colonies met 
the English general in council, and it was agreed that the 
campaign against the French should be earnestly sustained. 

The ill-fated attack of Braddock upon Fort Duquesne, in 
which he was slain, and the remnant of his little army saved 
fix)m utter destruction by the skill of his young staff-officer. 
Colonel Washington, caused great excitement, both in Eng- 
land and the colonies. This crushing defeat was the work 
of Indian allies, and taught the British that warfare on 
American soil was very different fix>m that upon the open 
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battle-fields of Europe. The French, elated with this vic- 
tory, were now in possession of all the region west of the 
Alleghanies ; and scenes of massacre and pillage filled the 
hearts of many with dismay and fear. The colonists dreaded 
the horrible tactics of Indian warfare, and the influence the 
French had gained over them, more than all else. 

Preparations had already been made to push the campaign 
against the enemy in their stronghold on Lake Champlain. 



THB FRENCH WAB. 

Connecticut raised a thousand men to join the provincial 
army that was to proceed to Crown Point, and the governor 
was authorized to enlist five hundred more troops if they 
were needed. William Johnson of New York was made 
commander-in-chief of the army; and the New-England 
troops were placed in command of Phineas Lyman of Con- 
necticut, who had been appointed major-general. Before 
the end of June an army of six thousand men was gathered 
at Albany, together with a lai^e body of Mohawk Indians, 
under Hendnck their sachem. 
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General Lyman, with the main part of the troops, marched 
along the banks of the Hudson, as far as the ^' carrying- 
place," fowteen miles south of Lake George. Six weeks 
were consumed in building a rude fort at this point to pro- 
tect the military stores, and provide a safe place of retreat 
if the army was compelled to fall back. It was late in 
August before an advance was made to Lake George. 
Before they were scarcely settled in their new camp, Indian 
runners brought tidings that the enemy in large numbers was 
advancing from Ticonderc^a, by South Bay, to Fort Edward. 
This important post was held by &ve hundred troops from 
New York and New Hampshire. Word was sent to them of 
their danger. While on the alert, awaiting the movements 
of the enemy, a courier brought news to General Johnson 
that they were on the march, and within a few miles of 
Fort Edwai-d. It was decided at once to send a thousand 
men, under the command of Colonel Williams of Massachu- 
setts, and Colonel Whiting of Connecticut, with the Mohawk 
warriors, to intercept the enemy. 

It Was the design of Dieskau to march against Fort Ed- 
wai-d ; but the guides took a false i-oute, and he found after 
a four days' march that they were on tiie road to Lake 
George. His Indian allies refused to attack the fort, but 
were willing to go against the army at the lake, whom 
they supposed were without artillery or defences. Mean- 
while the troops in command of Colonel Williams had 
marched but a short distance, in the early morning, on their 
way to relieve Fort Edward, when they were discovei-ed by 
the French scouts. Dieskau at once ordered his entire force 
to lie in ambush, and surround them. Even the wary Mo- 
hawks were caught in the snare, and did not suspect the pres- 
ence of the enemy until a flame of deadly fire burst from 
the muskets hidden in the forest thickets. Colonel Wil- 
liams, Hendriek the Mohawk chief, and other brave officei-s 
and men, were killed u[)on the spot. 
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With great presence of mind, Nathan Whiting of New 
Haven, the next officer in command, rallied the panic- 
stricken tiXK)p8. Among the most efficient of his aids was 
Israel Putnam, who had recently received a commission of 
lieutenant from the Liegislature of Connecticut. The first 
fatal volley of musketry' had been heard at the camp, and 
the preparations for defence were hastened. Two or three 
cannon were drawn up from the shore of the lake. The 
wagons and baggage were placed inside a rude breastwork 
of trees. As the retreating companies came into the camp, 
they took the strongest position they could, and waited the 
onset of the enemy. It had been the purpose of Dieskau 
to rush forward, and open fire as soon as possible. The 
cowardice of his Iroquois allies delayed the attack. It 
was about noon when the battle commenced. Johnson 
was slightly wounded early in the action, and the chief 
command fell upon Lyman. Under his directions '^ the New- 
England people kept up the most violent fire that had as 
yet been known in America." 

No sooner did the enemy begin to retreat, than the English 
leaped over their breastworks, and pursued them on every 
side. Of the two thousand men in the attacking force, 
seven hundred lay dead upon the field. Nearly all of the 
French regulars perished. Dieskau was discovered danger- 
ously wounded, a short distance from the camp, and while 
attempting to get his watch, was again shot, by a soldier 
who thought he was reaching for his pistol. The unfortunate 
officer was carried to England as a prisoner-of-war, and was 
afterwards liberated, but never fully recovered from his 
wounds. 

The victory gained upon the shores of Lake George en- 
couraged the northern colonies to respond to the call that 
had already been made for re-enforcements. Connecticut 
raised two regiments, and sent them forward at once. She 
now had between two and three thousand men in active 
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service. Johuson proved unequal to the opportunity. Afraid 
of a suddeu attack of the enemy, he allowed them to in- 
trench themselves at Ticonderoga. While re-enforcements 
poured in from New England eager to advance, he busied 
the troops in building Fort William Henry, near Lake George. 
The autumn passed without any forwaixl movement; and 
when winter set in, the Connecticut militia returned home. 
In recognition of his services, General Johnson was made a 
baronet, and Parliament voted him five thousand pounds ; 
while the brave and gifted General Lyman,* who had really 
saved the day at Lake George, received no reward. 

Governor Shirley, at tlie head of the expedition against 
Niagara, did not get beyond Oswego. The news of the 
defeat of Braddock led so many of his boatmen to desert, 
that he was unable to transport his soldiers and material 
of war across the lake. Having erected two small forts 
commanding the entrance of the harbor, he left a force of 
seven hundred men to garrison them, and with the rest of 
his army returned to Albany. Thus far the chain of French 
fortresses had not been broken at a single point ; and, owing 
to a lack of vigorous action and co-operation on the part of 
the southern colonies, theur borders had been the scene of 
many cruel massacres. 



» Pbinbas Ltman wa« born in Dor- 
bam Id 1716. After graduating at Yale 
College, be was admitted to tbe bar. As 
commander-in-cbief of tbe Connecticut 
forces in tbe Frencb war, be proved bim- 
self a brave and capable military leader. 
In 1762 he was at tbe beaid of tbe colo- 
nial troops in tbe expedition against ' 
Havana. From 1763 to 1774 be was ia 



England, seeldng to get a tract of land 
along tbe Mississippi from tbe govern, 
ment. A tract in tbe vicinity of Natcbez 
was granted to tbe company of wbicb 
be wnn agent, in 1774. He took over a 
company of emigrants, but died, soon 
after reaching this country, in West 
Florida. 
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CHAPTER XXVI. 
1756-1757. 
a* PERIOD OF THE LAST FRENCH WARS. 

BOTH France and England realized that the struggle upon 
which they had again entered would l>e sharp and de- 
cisive. Formal declaration of war was made in the spring 
of 1756. Previous to this the colonial governors had met 
at New York, and marked out a vigorous campaign. It was 
decided to raise a larger army than before, and renew the 
attack upon Crown Point and Niagara, while the southern 
colonies were to make another attempt to seize Fort Du- 
quesne. The colonists were encouraged by the evident de- 
termination of the home government to give them a larger 
measure of aid. 

The Earl of Loudon was sent to take the command-in- 
chief of the army, while acting as governor of Virginia. 
Governor Shirley was removed, and General Abercrombie 
appointed in his place. With her usual enthusiasm, Con- 
necticut responded with double the number of men called 
for ; and two thousand well-equipped troops were soon ready 
and eager for action. 

The campaign that opened with every promise of success 
proved a failure through the culpable inefficiency of the Eng- 
lish commanders. Abercrombie did not reach Albany until 
midsummer, and even then the army of ten thousand men 
gathered there remained inactive. Tidings came that Fort 
Oswego was besieged by Moutcaliu ; but relief was not 
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sent in time to save it from the French, who secured not 
only a lai^e supply of military' stores, but took sixteen hun- 
dred prisonei-s-of-war. General Winslow, with seven thou- 
sand men, had pi*oceeded to Lake George, impatient and 
anxious to march against Ticonderoga and Crown Point. 
There is little doubt that the colonial general could have 
taken these fortresses had the Biitish officers allowed him to 
advance. Orders were given, however, by the Earl of Lou- 
don, that the campaign should be pushed no faither for the 
season ; and most of the provincial army retunied home to 
spend the winter. The discussions around the firesides of 
Connecticut homes in these days were far from complimen- 
tary to British valor and generalship. The feeling was strong 
that it would be better to stay at home, and abandon the 
campaign, if all their sacrifice and effort were to come to 
naught by the stupid interference of titled incompetency. 

The humiliation of this worse than fruitless campaign was 
keenly felt in England, and every prepamtiou was made to 
prosecute the war with vigor as *soon as the spring opened. 
In May a fleet of fifty trans^wrts, with six thousand regular 
troops on board, sailed from Cork for America. This fleet, 
with eleven ships of the line, arrived at Halifax early in 
July. The colonies had already raised their quota of soldiers, 
and Connecticut was prepared to send double the number of 
men required of her. The disappointment was wide-spread 
when it became known that the chief object of the expedi- 
tion that demanded the aid of the colonial troops, was the 
capture of Louisburg. Even this plan was finally given up, 
for the delay of the English commandei*s enabled the French 
to re-enforce this stronghold with almost as many soldiers as 
the British could lead against it. 

The withdrawal of troops from the vicinity of Lake George 
gave an opix)rtunity for an aggressive movement against 
Foil William Henry, that Montcalm hastened to seize. The 
English general, Webb, whose halting, tunorous spirit had 
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been shown in the campaign of the previous year, was still 
in command of the colonial and regular forces, having head- 
quai1;ers at Fort Edward. 

A few days before Montcalm reached Lake George, with 
an army of about eight thousand men, General Webb ordered 
Major Israel Putnam of Connecticut, with two hundred men, 
to escort him to Fort William Henry. This young officer 
already gave promise of a distinguished career, and had 
received at the last session of the Assembly a gratuity of 
fifty Spanish milled dollai-s for extraordinary service and 
good conduct *' in ranging and scouting " in the vicinity of 
Crown Point. The English general did not susi>ect the 
approach of the enemy, or he would hardly have allowed 
Putnam to go down the lake to learn what he could of the 
condition of things at Tieonderoga. With three whale- 
boats manned by eighteen volunteers, the fearless colonial 
major proceeded up the lake until he discovered a party of 
men on an island. Quietly leaving two of the boats to fish 
at a safe distance, he hastened back to the fort with the 
tidings. The general was in a tremor of excitement, and it 
was only after the most earnest pleading that he allowed 
Putnam to return for his companions. Passing the 8i>ot 
where the men were still fishing, as if no other business was 
on hand, he pushed still farther on, and by the aid of his 
field-glass saw a large army in motion upon the shore of 
North-west Bay. While intently watching their movements, 
several canoes filled with Indians had come" near enough to 
discharge their arrows. Not until these shafts were flying 
thick about him did Putnam dash through the midst of them, 
and, with the now aleit fishing-party, return to the camp. 
It was evident that the enemy were marching upon Fort 
William Henry. General Webb at once prepared to return 
to Fort Edward. 

*' I hope your excellency docs not intend to neglect so 
fair an opportunity of giving battle should the enemy pre- 
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sume to land," said Major Putnam, who believed that an 
easy victory could be won, if the troops were concentrated 
at the fort. '* What do you think we should do here? " was 
the reply of the dismayed English general. The following 
day General Webb returned to headquarters, and sent 
Colonel Moore with his regiment to re-enforce the garrison. 
A few hours after their arrival, Montcalm landed his troops, 
and opened the siege. Monroe sent messenger after mes- 
senger to Fort EdwaixJ, asking for assistance. The force 
under General Webb was increased by the arrival of Sir 
William Jolmson with his troops, but he did nothing for the 
relief of the beleaguered fort. Putnam and Johnson urged 
the frightened and irresolute general to allow them to go to 
the aid of Monroe. 

Permission was finally granted ; and the provincials, with 
Putnam's rangers, started with glad hearts to relieve the 
garrison. They had advanced about three miles when a 
messenger overtook them, with orders to return to Fort 
Edward. Already an Indian scout had carried word to 
Montcalm that a large body of troops were on the way to 
re-enforce the garrison. The French general at once pre- 
pared to raise the siege ; but when he learned that for some 
reason the re-enforcements had turned back, he renewed the 
attack with fresh vigor. Colonel Monroe, who had fought 
bravely in hope of receiving aid from day to day, saw that 
he could not hold out^longer ; and having received a letter, 
advising him to surrender, from the inefficient, if not cow- 
ardly, officer, who might so easily have relieved him, he made 
the best terms possible with the enemy. 

The treaty was in every respect favorable, but it was 
violated in the most horrible manner. The Indians who 
fought under Montcalm stripped the English of every article 
of personal property they could lay their hands uik)u. But 
they were not satisfied with pillage, and with savage atro- 
city began an indiscriminate massacre of men, women, and 
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children, the incidents of which are horrible in the extreme. 
While the English fled towards Fort Edward, the blood- 
tliirsty savages followed them, until they were finally driven 
off by the soldiers of Montcalm. As we read the terrible 
story of the massacre of Fort William Henry, our indigna- 
tion is kindled against the weak and incompetent general, 
who might so easily have saved from defeat the brave men 
within the garrison, and rescued the helpless women and 
children from the tomahawk of savages. 

The surrender and massacre upon the shore of Lake 
George carried sorrow into every part of the northern col- 
onies. The feeling against the English officers was in- 
creased ; but they realized the threatening danger, and were 
determined to stay the further advance of Montcalm. Con- 
necticut, in a few days, raised, and sent into the field, five 
thousand men, in addition to those she had already fur- 
nished. The English array at Albany and Fort Edward 
soou numbered some twenty thousand men. With this 
army, and the large body of provincials that were ready for 
action, Webb accomplished nothing. 
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CHAPTER XXVII. 

175a 

PERIOD OF THE LAST FRENCH WARS. 

NOT only in North America, but elsewhere, disaster and 
defeat had overtaken the armies of England in the 
struggle with France. It was a dark hour, but the genius 
of a single man was soon to bring about a turn in the tide of 
affairs that proved the ability of Great Britain to regain and 
hold a victorious position under wise guidance. The quali- 
ties that caused the royal and aristocratic class to dislike 
William Pitt, made him the idol of the people. Uncorrupti- 
ble and fearless, his far-reaching mind grasped the situation ; 
and his patriotic spirit and indomitable energy aroused a 
public feeling that enabled him to rescue England from the 
perilous condition into which the nation had fallen, through 
the weakness of those who had the direction of civil and 
military affaira. 

" I want to call England," he said, as he entered upon 
office, " out of that enervate state in which twenty thousand 
men from Fmnce can shake her." With joy the people 
recognized the voice of a true leader, and met his call with 
eager response. One of the firet of his official acts was to 
remove the incompetent Earl of Loudon. The same ship 
that brought woixi of this welcome change, carried letters 
from Mr. Pitt to the colonies. 

The letter addressed to Connecticut was read at a special 
meeting of the Assembly called at New Haven on the 8th of 
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March, 1758. Its words were admirably fitted to stir the 
hearts of the liberty-loving and strong-willed men who lis- 
tened to it. They were in full sympathy with the spirit that 
animated its sentiments, and the address aroused intense 
enthusiasm. The suggestion was made in the letter, that the 
New-England colonies, together with New York and New 
Jersey, should raise twenty thousand men. Connecticut had 
already been over-generous in giving of her life and treasure, 
but this call was answered b}' a vote to raise five thousand 
men, — one-quarter of the whole number asked for. Boun- 
ties were offered to every volunteer, and provision was made 
for the equipment and supply of this large body of trooiis. 

In February a British fleet sailed for Halifax, consisting 
of one hundred and fifty-seven sail, and fourteen thousand 
soldiers. On the 28th of May they left Halifax for Ix)ui8- 
burg, and dropped anchor in that harbor on the 2d of June. 
Admiral Boseawen was in charge of the fleet, and General 
Amherst was in command of the land forces. After a siege 
that continued until the last of July, the ganison of five 
thousand men was surrendered, with all its munitions of war. 
While these events were in progress, the troops from Con- 
necticut and other colonies had joined the army under 
General Abercrombie, and were eager to march against 
Ticonderoga. 

On the fifth day of July, nearly sixteen thousand men, the 
best-equipped army that had thus far been gathered in Amer- 
ica, embarked at the southern landing of Lake George, and in 
the evening rested at Sabbath-day Point. An hour before 
midnight they again started on the march for Ticonderoga. 
Their guides proved inefficient ; and the columns marched as 
well as they could, with confused and broken ranks, through 
the thick underbrush. They had proceeded about two miles, 
when the right centre, led by the gallant Lord Howe, acci- 
dentally met the advanced guard of the French, who, in at- 
tempting to get back into their own camp, had lost their way. 
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They at once opened fire upon the English ranks, although 
they numbered but a handful of three hundred men. Lord 
Howe, against the advice of Major Putnam, who stood by 
his side, pushed eageiiy forward. He was shot at the very 
beginning of the skirmish, and expired immediately. The 
British regulars, uQaceustomed to fighting in the woods, and 
dismayed by the death of their leader, might have been 
routed but for the prompt and cool action of Putnam and other 
colonial officers, who rallied their men, and soon put the 
enemy to flight. The death of Lord Howe was universally 
lamented. He had won the esteem and affection of the 
colonial soldiers by his affable and courteous manners, and 
gained their confidence as a brave and able ofldcer. 

Having spent the following night in the forest, Abercrom- 
bie in the morning ordered the troops to return to the land- 
ing-place. The next day he sent his chief engineer to 
reconnoitre the French lines. He reported, contmi^ to the 
judgment of several of the New-England officers, that their 
works were of flimsy construction. Abercrombie decided to 
make another movement forwaixl, and storm the fort that 
very day. Halting, himself, at a spot about two miles from 
Ticonderoga, his brave and impatient troops hurried towards 
the fort. The retreat to the lake-shore, after the skirmish in 
which Lord Howe was killed, had given Montcalm every 
opportunity to intrench his forces to the best advantage. 

Abercrombie, with a strange ignorance of the situation, 
had left his artillery at the shore of the lake, and pushed 
forward his infantry, with the regulars at the front. With 
fixed bayonets the English attempted to rush through the 
lines of the enemy. The French opened with a murderous 
fire that swept away platoon after platoon of the English, 
while they were almost entirely protected by their intrench- 
ments, and the screen of fallen trees. 

The colonial troops might have been effectively used, could 
they have been permitted to follow tactics to which they 
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were accustomed : as it was, the Connecticut troops did val- 
orous duty as sharp-shooters ; and Major Putnam, who acted 
as aid, showed both skill and discretion. After heavy losses, 
that numbered many of the sons of Connecticut, the army 
withdrew to a safe distance. Putnam and other officers 
urged Abercix)mbie, who still remained at a safe distance, to 
bring forward his artillery, and make another attack ; but, 
instead of attempting any further efifort, he beat a hasty 
retreat. The contempt and indignation of the provincial 
army was more deeply stirred than ever against the incom- 
petent general at their head. In the familiar talk of the 
camp, he was seldom mentioned by the name of General 
Abercrombie, but was spoken of as ''Mrs. Nabbycrombie. " 
The capture of Fort Frontenac by Colonel Bradstreet of 
Massachusetts, the surrender of Foii; Duquesne to General 
Forbes, and the splendid achievements of Amherst and 
Wolfe at Louisburg, only strengthened the conviction of these 
brave men, that, but for the incompetence of their general, 
victory, and not defeat, would have crowned their efforts* 

In the month of August, Major Rogers and Major Put- 
nam, with six hundred men, were sent on a scouting expedi- 
tion to the vicinity of Ticonderoga. Finding that the French 
were aware of their movements, they decided to return to 
Fort Edward. The first night they pitched their camp on 
the banks of the Clear River. The following morning, 
Major Rogers foolishly tested his capacity as a good marks- 
man by indulging in a shooting-match with an English officer. 
As Putnam predicted, the firing gave the enemy knowledge 
of their camping-place. Five hundred men in command of 
Marin, the famous French scout, lay in ambuscade a short 
distance away, and fell upon the right division of the Eng- 
lish soon after they had commenced their march. Putnam 
quickly rallied his men for the attack, and the Connecticut 
soldiera fought bravely. Rogers, whose indiscretion had 
brought them into danger, kept at a safe distance. In the 
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midst of the fight, an Indian rushed towards Putnam, whose 
musket missed fire. Spnnging upon him with uplifted tom- 
ahawk, the athletic warrior, with frenzied strength, made 
him prisoner, and bound him fast to a tree. For a time he 
was exposed to the fire of both parties ; at last, after escaping 
injury from the bullets, some of which passed through the 
sleeves and skirtsr of his coat, he was approached by a young 
Indian brave, who amused himself by hurling a tomahawk 
as near his head as possible without hitting it. A French 
oflScer came up, and pointed a musket at his heart ; but it 
missed fire. Putnam claimed protection as a captive, but the 
only answer of the bnital soldier was a blow upon the mouth 
with the heavy end of his gun. 

The enemy finally retreated ; and Putnam, stripped of his 
clothing, and loaded with packs, was forced to march over 
the rough paths for many miles without halting. Every out- 
rage that Indian cruelty could devise, added to his suffering ; 
and he carried through life the scar of a tomahawk-blow given 
without provocation. After several days, the Indians made 
a halt ; and Putnam soon suspected their purpose. Stripping 
him of the few articles of Indian dress that had been given 
him in place of his own, they bound him fast to a tree, and 
piled dry branches about him in a circle. With horrible 
incantations they completed their preparations, and then set 
fire to the brush. A sudden shower extinguished it. Again 
it was kindled ; and as the fire touched the quivering flesh, 
the Indians gave wild yells of delight. With thoughts of 
loved ones whom he would never meet again, and the solemn 
realities of the life u^wn which he was about to enter, he be- 
came insensible to pain, and calmly waited the end. But his 
earthly work was not yet done. Guided by the cries of the 
savage band, Marin, the leader of the French and Indian 
scouts, rushed through the ciitile of flame, and unbound the 
half -dead captive. 

He was taken to Ticondero^a, where he had an interview 
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with Montcalm, who ordered him to be sent to Montreal. 
The capture of Fort Frontenae led to an exchange of pris- 
oners, and Putnam was set at liberty. Upon the pages of 
the colonial records of CJonnecticut, there is a " Memorial of 
Israel Putnam of Pomfret,'* setting forth, that being taken 
prisoner, and carried to Canada, he suffered much hardship, 
and was obliged to spend about sixty guineas for his neces- 
sary support, and asking that this sum be refunded him. In 
answer to this petition, the Assembly ordered that seventy 
pounds lawful money be paid the said Putnam. But this 
brave officer was not the only one whose story is full of 
romantic interest and hairbreadth eseai>es. It was in the 
stress of these severe experiences that men were being 
trained to fight the battles that should win the independence 
of a new nation. 
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CHAl^ER XXVIII. 

1759-176a 

PERIOD OF THE LAST FRENCH WARS. 

THE repalse of Abercrorabie by Montcalm at Ticonderoga 
was a great disappointment. The colonies that had re- 
sponded so generously in tlic supply of men and material 
for the campaign, again felt that all of their efforts had 
been frustrated by the incompetence of the English general. 
The energetic policy and wise guidance of Pitt did not fail 
elsewhere. The capture of Louisburg had given control of 
the whole province of Cape Breton ; and George Washing- 
ton, at the head of a gallant company of colonial soldiers, 
from Pennsylvania and Virginia, had taken Fort Daquesne. 

Encouraged by these victories, Pitt decided upon an ag- 
gressive campaign, that, if successful, would expel the French 
from Canada, and the country about the great lakes. When 
the General Assembly of Connecticut met, on the 8th of 
March, 1759, a letter was read from the British prime 
minister, in which, with his accustomed frankness and elo- 
quence, he unfolde<l his plans, and asked their assistance. 
There was no lack of loyal and hearty response to this 
letter, but many thought it would be impossible to raise and 
equip the number of soldiers called for. The ranks of the 
strong men who had already gone forth from the colony had 
been sadly depleted by death, and others were no longer fit 
for service. The bunlen of debt was falling with crushing 
weight upon the people. It was necessary to send five thou- 
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sand soldiers into the field, if they did all that Pitt asked of 
them. The words of any other man would have aroused 
but little response: as it was, many felt the demand laid 
upon them was beyond the resources of the colony. The 
earnest plea of Governor Fitch finally overcame every objec- 
tion ; and the Assembly, at its meeting in May, decided to 
levy the full number of troops. 

By the end of May the provincial army had joined the 
forces of General Amherst at Albany. In July the English 
general began the march towards Crown Point, over ground 
that was sadly familiar to the Connecticut troops. Moflt- 
calm realized that it would not now do for him to run great 
risks at any distance from Quebec, the stronghold of the 
French power. A handful of men might repulse a general 
like Abercrombie, but he knew that Amherst was an officer 
worthy to lead the brave men who were anxious to wipe 
out the record of past incompetence and defeat. Follow- 
ing the orders of Montcalm, the French troops did not op- 
pose the march of the English, but withdrew behind the 
fortifications of Ticonderoga. After a brief cannonade, that 
did but little execution, the enemy blew up their magazine, 
and retired to Crown Point. General Amherst at once sent 
forward his light rangers in pursuit; and without making any 
resistance, the English troops were permitted to take posses- 
sion. The French, however, were unwilling to leave the 
country. Thirty-five hundred men strongly fortified Isle- 
aux-Noix, and four large armed vessels were on Lake Cham- 
plain. General Amlierst did not think it safe to advance 
towards Quebec until the enemy were driven from the laice. 
Under his direction, Captain Loring built a sloop of sixteen 
guns, and a large raft to carry six cannon. Meanwhile the 
array was busily employed in repairing the forts at Ticon- 
deroga and Crown Point. It was a summer of fatiguing 
work for the Connecticut troops ; but they endured it with 
brave hearts, thankful that at last they had won the strong- 
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holds of the eneray. After the sloop and raft were launched, 
an attack was made upon the French ships, and two of them 
destroyed. One of the prominent actors in this enterprise 
was Israel Putnam, now lieutenant-colonel of the Fourth 
Connecticut Regiment. 

While these almost bloodless victories were being won, 
Fort Niagara was besieged and taken by Sir William John- 
son. But the great and final triumph of this remarkable 
campaign was the capture of Quebec. An expedition under 
Greneral Wolfe, a young soldier of thirty-three years, whose 
genius Pitt had discerned, entered the St. Lawrence, and 
anchored below the city. Unable to draw Montcalm from 
the inaccessible heights bordering the river, it seemed as if 
there was nothing for him to do but to retire, and leave the 
country in the enemy's hands. He had learned of a narrow 
path by which it was possible to reach the summit of the 
Heights of Abraham, overlooking Quebec. In the silence 
and darkness of the night, the long line of boats dropped 
down the river, to the spot where this narrow path was to be 
found. As the boat bearing Wolfe and other officers moved 
along the stream, in the solemn hush of the hour, he repeated 
the stanzas of Gray's " Elegy in a Country Churchyai*d," 
and as he closed, quietly said, " I would rather be the author 
of that poem than take Quebec." 

At the head of his brave soldiers he guided the way up 
the narrow path, where two men could not go abreast. The 
morning found them upon the heights. Montcalm, with rash 
courage, made an attack, which the English easily repulsed. 
Wolfe ordered a charge against the French lines. While 
leading his men in this onset, and at the very moment of vic- 
tory, a ball pierced his breast, and he fell mortally wounded. 
'' They run," said the officer who held the dying general in 
his arms. '* Who run?" he faintly asked. When told it 
was the Fi*ench, he replied, "Then, I die happy." 

The capture of Quebec, and the submission of Canada 
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after Montreal was taken by Amherst in 1760, eflfectuall}' 
broke the power of France in America. In the campaign 
of 1760, Connecticut again furnished her full number of five 
thousand men. The glad tidings of victories that made the 
year 1759 memorable in English history, infused new c6urage 
into the hearts of the colonists. Among the heroic sons of 
Connecticut who were with Amherst when Montreal sur- 
rendered, we find the names of Major-General Phineas 
Lyman; Colonels, Nathan Whiting, David Wooster,* and 

Eleazer Fitch ; Lieutenant-Colo- 
nels, Nathan Payson, Joseph 
Spencer, James Smedley, and 
Israel Putnam. 

The characteristic courage and 
genius of Putnam found oppor- 
tunity to do good service. After 
Amherat had entered the St. 
Lawrence from Lake Ontaiio, 
he found two armed vessels pre- 
pared to contest his passage. 
The English were in open boats, 
and the channel was so narrow 
oBNEBAL DAVID woosTBR. that thcy would havc been ex- 
posed to a deadly fire in attempt- 
ing to pass the French ships. Putnam, with a thousand men, 
undertook to get them out of the way. With a picked crew 
of old comrades, he led the long line of boats. A beetle and 
some wedges were the strange weapons that he proposed to 
use in fastening the rudders of the French vessels, and ren- 
dering them useless. By his orders, the men were stripped 
naked to their waists ; and as they silently, but with sinewy 
strength, rowed their boats near the ships, the commander 
of one, in his alarm, ran it aground, and the other struck 
her colors without firing a gun. 

The way was now clear until they reached Isle Royal, 
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where the river was commaDded by a fortress of consider- 
able strength. While the English general was undecided as 
to the best plan of attack, Putnam made a suggestion that 
was at once acted upon. As usual, it involved great risk on 
his own part. A number of boats were fitted with a net- 
work of stout sticks on each side, that were bullet-proof, 
and afforded a screen for the men within. A plank, twenty 
feet in length, was provided for each boat, and fixed so that 
it could be raised or lowered with ropes. This was to serve 
as a sort of scaling-ladder, when the boats were run against 
the sides of the rude eai'th and wood works of the fortress, 
that was close to the water. As soon as his preparations 
were completed, Putnam at once advanced ; but in this case, 
the very novelty of the attack stnick terror to the hearts of 
the enemy, and they surrendered without the slightest re- 
sistance. The occupation of Montreal by General Amherst, 
early in September, was the virtual conquest of Canada. 
Days of public thanksgiving were celebrated throughout 
New England, and Connecticut sent congratulations to his 
Majesty on the various triumphs of British valor. 

The war was not yet over. In the spring of 1761 Pitt 
'asked for two-thirds the number of men that Connecticut 
had furnished in the previous year. The main purpose of 
this campaign was to put in order all of the forts and mili- 
tary posts that had fallen into the hands of the English. 
The service was arduous, if not dangerous, and was cheer- 
fully performed. At the close of the campaign of 1761, 
most of the regulars, with a large body of provincial troops, 
embarked for the West Indies, where they were met by a 
fleet from Great Britain. One thousand men were from 
Connecticut, in command of General Lyman, and next under 
him was Lieutenant-Colonel Putnam. The transport that 
carried Putnam, with five hundred men, was overtaken by a 
storm that drove them upon the rocks off the coast of Cuba. 
By means of a rude raft, the men were safely landed. 
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After the storm had abated, they were taken on board an- 
other vessel, and carried to Havana. The climate proved 
more fatal than the dangers of ambuscade and battle. Only 
a little remnant of the brave men who had come from 
CJonnecticut lived to return. 

With the i>eace of 1763 the last of the French w&,r8 came 
to an end. Connecticut, in proportion to her population, 
had furnished more men, and given of her treasure more 
freely, than any other colony. 

The eight yeara in which this struggle was prolonged 
proved a school of stern discipline, that was to prepare for 
a greater conflict in the near future. 

1 David Woobter was bom at Strat- oga early in 1775, and Uie same year he 

ford, 1711, and graduated at Yale Col- was appointed brigadier-general in tlie 

lege in 1738. He was captain of a sloop- Continental Array. He succeeded Mont- 

of-war at tlie siege of Loulsburg, and goniery in Canada, and was mortally 

was a brigadier-general in llie campaign wounded at Ridgefleld, in a skirmish 

of 1758-60. He was one of the first to with Tryon, after the burning of Dan* 

suggest tlie expedition against Ticonder- bury. 
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CHAPTER XXIX. 

1764-1765. 

THE STORY OF THE STAMP ACT. 

THE war of the Revolution was not a sudden Uprising. 
The causes that finally led the colonies to take up arms 
against the mother country, maj' be traced back to their 
early history. It was the struggle of a liberty-loving people 
against the tyranny that sought to dictate and govern them 
without regard to their consent or will. At the close of the 
French war, the loyalty of the colonies to the mother 
country was still strong in sentiment and feeling. Had the 
policy and views of Pitt prevailed in the councils of Great 
Britain, this might have continued. He was wise enough to 
see that a people who had contended so vigorously for their 
rights in times of weakness, would not submit to arbitrary 
control now that they were conscious of their growing 
strength. 

The accession of George III. placed a king upon the Eng- 
lish throne who had neither the wisdom nor desire to follow 
the advice of the great statesman of whose power he was 
jealous. He determined to impress upon the colonists a 
sense of dependence upon the royal will, and enforce a 
system of direct taxation. King George and his advisers 
claimed that it was no more than just that America should 
be taxed to pay a portion of the enormous debt that had 
been partly incurred in the defence of the colonies. But this 
plea was only a pretext for carrying out plans that would 
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have destroyed their independent existence, and placed all of 
their interests at the mercy of the king and his counsellors. 
The colonists did not object to raising money to be used for 
the common welfare, but they were unwilling to be taxed by 
a Parliament in which they had no direct representation. 

It was in the spring of 1764 that Lord Grenville brought 
before the House of Commons a plan of taxing the colonies. 
The House advised the passage of an Act requiring that all 
deeds, receipts, and other legal documents, shoald be written 



riR8T STATE HOUSE IN NEW HAVEN. 

(Begun In 1763; occupied in 1764.) 

or printed on stamped paper ; this paper to be sold by tax- 
collectors, and the money to be paid into the royal treasury. 
King George, and many prominent leaders in official power, 
would have been glad to destroy the colonial charters, and 
give the control of the colonies into the hands of military 
officere. Lord Grenville was wise enough to see that any 
extreme measures of this kind would be disastrous ; but he 
thought the Stamp Act would meet with but slight opposi- 
tion, and afford the needed financial relief. He little under- 
stood the temper of the colonies. When the news reached 
New England of the proposed law, Connecticut was the first 
to take action in regard to the matter.^ A committee was ap- 
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pointed to assist Governor Fitch in preparing a protest. This 
paper was sent to Richard Jackson, the agent of tlie colony 
in England, with directions to '^ firmly insist on the exclusive 
right of the colonies to tax themselves, and on the privilege 
of trial by jury." Jared Iiigersoll was sent to London to aid 
Jackson in the effort to secure the rejection of the obnoxious 
bill. Being asked by one of the secretaries of the treasury 
to give his views regarding the proposed measure, he made 
answer in a letter in which he said, " The people think, if the 
precedent of a Stamp Act is once established, you will have 
it in your ix)wer to keep us as poor as you please. The 
people's minds, not only here, but in 
the neighboring provinces, are filled 
with the most dreadful apprehension 
from such a step taking place; from 
whence I leave you to guess how easily 
a tax of that kind would be collected." 
Farther on he writes, "As for your 
allied plan of enforcing the Acts of 
trade and navigation, and preventing 
smuggling, let me tell you that enough munsu stamp. 

would not be collected here in the course 
of ten yeare to defray the expense of fitting out one, the 
least frigate for an American voyage; and that the whole 
labor would be like burning a barn to roast an egg." In 
homely, blunt terms like these, the freemen of Connecticut 
warned the British ministers of the folly of attempting, by 
arbitrar}^ and unjust measures, to fill the royal treasury. 

When Mr. Ingersoll reached England, in the winter of 
1764, he found the Stamp Act already drawn, but was 
successful in securing a revision of some of its worst fea- 
tures. While the bill was under discussion, the cause of the 
colonists did not lack eloquent advocates. The reply of 
Colonel Barre to Townshend, one of the crown ministers, was 
a masterpiece of impassioned eloquence. In February, 1765, 
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the Stamp Act passed through both Houses. Ilhiess pre- 
vented Pitt from raising his voice in protest against this 
unjust proceeding. '^ When the resolution was taken to tax 
America, I was ill and in bed," he afterwards said. ^^ If 1 
could have endured to be carried in my bed, so great was the 
agitation of my mind for the consequences, I would have 
solicited some kind hand to have laid me down on this door, 
to have borne my testimony against it." 

The English Government understood very well that the 
colonies were earnestly opposed to the Stamp Act, but they 
had no thought of the storm of wrath and resistance which 
it would arouse. It was a surprise to many of the leaders 
of public affairs in America. Franklin, who had with great 
zeal and wisdom represented the interests of colonial rights 
in England while the bill was under discussion, after its pas- 
sage saw no other way open than to quietly submit. Gov- 
ernor Fitch and Jared Ingersoll, with other prominent 
citizens who had done all in their ix)wer to opiK)se the scheme 
of taxation that struck a deadly blow at the liberties of the 
colony, counselled submission. They mistook the feeling of 
the people. During the two years that the Stamp Act had 
been under discussion, there was but little manifestation of 
public interest. They were unwilling to believe tliat Eng- 
land would do so great a wrong. These days of waiting 
proved but a calm before a furious stoi*m. When the pas- 
sage of the Act was known, the colonies were stirred aa 
never l)cfore. Connecticut was among the first to give ex- 
pression to the fixed determination to resist what she consid- 
ered an act of outrageous tyranny. The clei-gy were still 
the leaders of public opinions, and they were united in de- 
nunciation of the great wrong.' Societies were organized 
under the name of " Sons of Liberty," the seci-et purpose 
of which was to resist the Stamp Act by violent measures, 
if necessary. This powerful organization spread rapidly 
through the northern colonies, and did efficient service. 
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Public meetings were held in every part of the colony to 
protest against the offensive law, and many of the towns 
went so far as to authorize their clerks to receive and record 
deeds and other legal documents without i^gard to the Stamp 
Act. Newspapers and pamphlets, filled with paragraphs of 
keen satire and bold denunciation, were scattered everywhere. 
Copies of the Act were carried in processions, and buried 
with derisive funeral ceremonies; and caricatures of the 
British ministers were openly circulated with defiant bold* 
ness. 

Governor Fitch still thought it the best and prudent course 
to sustain the law. This opinion was not shared by all of 
his council. When the proi)osition was made to take the 
oath, Colonel Trumbull refused to witness the ceremony, 
and, rising, indignantly left the room, followed by a majority 
of those present. 

Mr. Ingersoll, who had done all in his power to oppose the 
bill, after its passage decided to accept the position of stamp 
i^ent for Connecticut. Franklin urged him to take the 
place, and no one doubted his motives in accepting it. The 
people of Connecticut, however, were not pleased with this 
action. They did not propose to pay stamp-duties, or allow 
one of their citizens to act as an agent of the odious law. 
Ingersoll in vain attempted to conciliate his fellow-townsmen 
of New Haven, and show them that it was for their interest 
to buy the stamps. He was visited by a crowd of citizens, 
who inquired impatiently if he would resign. '' I know not 
if 1 have power to resign," was his evasive reply.' He 
promised, however, if he received any 8tarai>s, to reship 
them, or leave his doors open so that the people could do 
as they pleased with them. Not long after this, a company 
of the " Sons of Liberty " Irom Noi-wich, New London, 
Windham, Lebanon, and other towns, started out on horse- 
back, with eight days' provisions, determined to find the 
stamp-master, and compel liim to resign. He had set out 



Digitized 



by Google 



178 HISTORY OF CONNECTICUT. [l766. 

for Hartford, accompanied by Governor Fitch, to attend the 
Assembly that was soon to open. On the way they were met 
by two men with peeled clubs, who stated that a large com- 
pany were not far away. The governor ordered them to 
return, and tell their associates to disperse. To his surprise, 
they refused to do so. '* We look upon this," they said, 
*' as the cause of the i)eople : we will not take directions 
from any one." They withdrew after Ingersoll sent a mes- 
sage that he would meet them at Hartford. 

The day on which the Assembly was to open, Ingersoll 
resumed his journey alone. • He had reached a point two or 
three miles from Wethersfield when four or five men ap- 
peared, and soon after an escort of thirty persons. They 
roile on in silence until they saw the road before them filled 
with a crowd of five hundred stalwart men on horseback, 
each bearing a ponderous peeled club in imitation of the 
baton carried in those days by office i*s of the peace. Two 
militia officers in full dress headed the procession, and three 
trumpeters awoke the echoes with their blasts. The com- 
pany rode two abreast, and with military courtesy oi)ened 
ranks to receive Mr. Ingersoll. Having reached Wethers- 
field, they demanded his resignation. " Is it fair," he re- 
plied, " that the counties of New London and Windham 
should dictate to all the rest of the colony?" — " It don't 
signify to parley," the}' answered : " here arc a great many 
people waiting, and you must resign." — "I wait," he said, 
" to know the sense of the government." He was allowed 
the privilege of entering a house near by, but the doors 
were carefully guarded. He managed to send word to the 
governor and the Assembly of his situation, and hoped to 
receive relief. For three hours he was able to keep off the 
people by evasive proposals. ''This delay," said some of 
them, " is his artifice to wheedle the matter along till the 
Assembly shall get insnared in it." The impatient crowd 
outside was growing more angry, and threats of violence 
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were freely uttered. Diirkee, the leader of the Sons of Lib- 
erty, finally came to the honse where IngersoU was waiting 
in hope that the crowd would disperse, and gave him warning 
that he could '' keep the people off no longer." The stairway 
and hall were filled with stalwaii; men, whose faces showed 
their determination. "The cause is not worth dying for," 
said the intrepid man, who would never have flinched had he 
not felt that after all this band of earnest men were in the 
right. A formal rcsignation was given him to sign, which 
reads as follows : — 

** Wethersfibld, Sept. 19, 1766. 

^'I do hereby promise, that I never will receive any stamped 
papers which may arrive from Europe, in consequence of an Act lately 
passed in the Parliament of Great Britain; nor officiate as stamp-mas- 
ter or distributer of stamps, within the colony of (Connecticut, either 
directly or indirectly. And I do hereby notify to all the inliabitants 
of his Majesty's colony of Connecticut (notwithstanding the said office 
or trust has been committed to me), not to apply to me ever after, for 
any stamped paper; hereby declaring tliat I do resign the said office, 
and execute these presents, of my own free will and accord, without 
any equivocation or mental reservation. 

** In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand. 

"J. Ingersoll." 

After he had signed his name, the crowd cried out, " Swear 
to it ! ' * He begged to be excused from taking an oath. 
'' Then shout ' Liberty and Property,' " said the now good- 
natured company. To this he had no objection, and waved 
his hat enthusiastically as he repeated the words. Having 
given three cheers, the now hilarious party dined tc^ether. 
By this time they were ready to start for Hartford with a 
thousand horsemen in the ranks. The highway was crowded 
with people curious to see the strange procession. Having 
reached the Capitol, Durkee drew up his cavalry four abreast, 
and, while the trumpeters blew their loudest blasts, they 
formed around the court-house in a semicii*cle. IngeraoU 
again read his resignation as stamp-officer, and shouted 
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"Liberty and Property." With three exultant cheers the 
crowd quietly dispersed to their homes. 

Colonel Putnam was a prime mover in this affair, but was 
unable to be present when it was carried out. Not long 
after, he was commissioned to wait on Governor Fitch, and 
inform him of the sentiments of the people. The following 
dialogue is said to have passed between them : — 

Governor, '^ What shall I do if the stamped paper should be sent 
to me by the kmg's authority ? " 

Putnam, " Lock it up until we shall visit you again.' ' 

Governor, " And what will you do then ? " 

Putnam. " We shall expect you to give us the key of the room in 
which it is deposited; and if you think fit, in order to screen yourself 
from blame, you may forewarn us, upon our peril, not to enter the room." 

Governor, ** And what will you do afterwards ? " 

Putnam. " Send it safely back again." 

Governor. " But if I should refuse admission ? *' 

Putnam. ** Your house will be levelled with the dust in five 
minutes." 

While the colonies were in these vigorous ways expressing 
their determination to resist the execution of the unjust law, 
Pitt, now Earl of Chatham, with others, was unwearied in 
his efforts to secure its repeal. This was accomplished in 
just a year from its passage. The joy throughout New Eng- 
land found expression in days of thanksgiving, and various 
public demonstrations. 

» At the October scBsion of the Legis. « In Connecticut, says Bancroft, " the 

lature, an elaborate paper wa« adopted, Oalvlniel miuisters nnraed the flame of 

which, in connection with a full and juHt piety and civil freedom. Of that vener 

Biutement of the services of the colony able band, none did better service tliau 

in the war with the French, argued that the Amuricanborn Stephen Johnson, 

" charging stamp-duUce, or other inter- pastor of the First Church of Lyme." 

nal duties, by authority of Parliament, » The town-meeting, after electing 

would be such an infringement of the Roger Sherman as the representative of 

rights, privileges, and authoriUes of the New Haven, by public vote ** earnestly 

colonies, that it might be humbly and desired Ingersoll to resign his stamp- 

flrraly trusted, and even relied upon, ofHce immediately." The answer he 

that the supreme guardians of the liber- made was, *' I shall await to see how 

ties of the subject would not suffer the the General Assembly is inclined.** 
bame to be done.*' 
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CHAPTER XXX. 
• 1766-1775. 

THE PEOPLE OF CONNECTICUT REPEL THE ACTION OF 
PARLIAMENT. 

THE jo}' over the repeal of the Stamp Act was short-lived. 
The doctrine that Parliament was everywhere supreme, 
had been more strongly assei-ted than ever. At the time the 
obnoxious bill was suppressed, they declared that they had a 
perfect right '' to bind the colonies in all cases whatsoever." 
The Stamp Act was gone, but othei-s still continued in force 
that in principle were the same. A year or two passed in 
comparative quiet. Broken in health, the Earl of Chatham 
was unable to contend in Parliament for the rights of America 
as he had once done. The bitter hati*ed of the king, who 
already looked upon the colonists as '* rebels," and the 
active efforts of Loi-d Grenville and others, soon created irri- 
tation, and aroused the old feeling. Among those who saw 
that a crisis was approaching that might result in the separa- 
tion of the colonies from the mother country, was Jonathan 
Trumbull, the resi>ected and beloved deputy-go venior of 
Connecticut. He expressed the opinion, that, if ^^ methods 
tending to violence should be taken to maintain the depend- 
ence of the colonies, it would hasten a separation.'* 

The attempt, under what was known as the Meeting Act, 
to quarter British troops in New York at the expense of the 
colonies, was unsuccessful. As a punishment for their dis- 
obedience, Parliament suspended the legislative powers of 
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New York. Not long after, a Revenue Bill was passed, 
laying port-duties on wine, oil, and fruit from Spain and 
Portugal, and on glass, paper, lead, colors, and tea. The 
opposition to these measures was so great at the commercial 
centres of New York and Boston, that soldiers were sent to 
both cities to keep the people quiet. The excitement, how- 
ever, did not decrease. 

Early in 1769 a British sloop-of-war was stationed near 
New London to watch vessels entering and leaving the port, 
and see that the revenue laws were not violated. This did 
not prevent considerable smuggling. While Massachusetts, 
New York, and Virginia were the prominent points of active 
disturbance, Connecticut was eager and ready to unite in 
every plan suggested for tlic common welfare and union of 
the colonies. The British ministry were alarmed at the re- 
bellious and defiant attitude of the colonists, and promised 
to repeal the duties on every article except tea. This did 
not satisfy the people ; for tbey well understood, as long as 
one tax remained, they had gained nothing. In no colony 
was the agreement more faithfully kept not to use imported 
articles than in Connecticut. The women with earnest pur- 
ix)se encouraged by their personal industry this determination. 
The spinning-wheel did active duty in their dwellings, and 
" homespun " clothing was the badge of patriotism worn by 
rich and poor. Committees of inspection were appointed, 
to see that the agreement not to use imported goods was 
sacredly kept. The discovery of unfaithfulness was enough 
to ostracize the culprits, whatever might be their position. 

During the years 1771 and 1772, the popular sentiment in 
favor of active resistance increased. In December, 1773, 
some English ships laden with tea were sent to Boston. The 
citizens were determined that it should never be landed upon 
their wharves. They did not propose to have a taxed article 
forced upon them. AVe need not repeat the story of the dis- 
cussions that were finally brought to an end by a party of 
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BoBtonians, who, in the disguise of Indians, boarded the ves- 
sels, and flung their contents into the sea. It was the act of 
a mob; but the colonies understood the spirit that had 
prompted it, and generally approved it. 

When the news reached England, the king exulted in the 
opportunity that now offered of crushing the rebellious spirit 
of the Americans, and bringing them into full subjection to 
the royal authority. " The die," he wrote his minister. 
Lord North, '' is cast. The colonies must either triumph or 
submit." "If we take the resolute part," he sagely re- 
marks, "they will undoubtedly be very meek." Even this 
narrow-minded and stubborn specimen of royal incompetence 
soon realized his mistake. In the beginning of 1774 a bill 
was introduced into Parliament to punish riotous Boston by 
dosing its port against all commerce. At the same time the 
charter of Massachusetts was altered. The Crown was here- 
after to choose its council ; and the governor was not only to 
nominate the judges, but had the right to send all persons 
charged with a share in the recent disturbances, to England 
for trial. 

The blow struck at the liberties of Massachusetts was 
felt by all the colonies as if directed against their own life. 
If Parliament could cancel the charter of Massachusetts, and 
destroy the trade of her great seaport town, how long had 
they reason to expect that they would escape the same fate ? 
The British Government could not have done more to hush 
the jealousies of the colonies, and unite them for their com- 
mon protection. The town-meetings of Connecticut that had 
so vigorously denounced the Stamp Act, again gathered to 
express their abhorrence of the action of Great Britain 
towards Massachusetts. Sympathy for their sister colony 
took a very practical form. Almost eveiy town sent dona- 
tions to Boston for the relief of the poor. Two hundred and 
fifty fat sheep were sent from Windham ; and besides money, 
wheat, and com, Norwich sent a flock of three hundred and 
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ninety sheep. Other towns were equally liberal and thought- 
ful. Letters were sent from these little republics to their 
brethren in Boston, breathing sentiments of lofty patriotism 
and earnest purpose. The day when the law took effect 
was observed in Hartford as a day of public mourning. The 
town-house was draped in black, and the bells tolled all day. 
Early in September news was received tliat Boston had been 
attacked, and several citizens killed. Before the rumor 
could be contradicted, it was estimated that twenty thousand 
men were on their march for Boston. The country was in- 
deed ripe for revolution. 

As soon as the passage of the Boston '^Port Bill" was 
announced, ste[)s were taken to call a convention of dele- 
gates fix>m the colonies. All of the legislatures, save that of 
Georgia, sent representatives to this Congress, which assem- 
bled in Philadelphia on the 4th of September. Eiiphalet 
Dyer, Roger Sherman, and Silas Deane were in attendance 
from Connecticut. Massachusetts meanwhile took a defiant 
and rebellious stand. Disregarding the oi-ders of the royal 
governor, its Assembly met as usual, and voted aims and 
ammunition to the militia. The Congress at Philadelphia, 
under the influence of the delegates from Virginia, passed 
resolutions that were moderate and conciliatory in tone. 
This was an encouragement to those in England who were 
anxious to avert open hostilities. Chatham once more raised 
his voice for peace. In consultation with Franklin, he intro- 
duced a bill providing for the repeal of the Acts which the 
Americans deemed unjust and oppressive. The tixx)p8 were 
to be recalled, and the decision left to a colonial Assembly 
as to the way in which they might contribute towards the 
payment of the public debt. ''It is not cancelling a piece 
of parchment,*' he said, '* that can win back America: you 
must respect her fears and her resentments." 

The conciliatory measure of Chatham was rejected by the 
Lords ; and a similar measure, introduced by Edmund Burke 
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into the House of Commons, met the same fate. War was 
inevitable. Boston was full of British troops, and a skir- 
mish between a party of English soldiers and the militia at 
Lexington opened the long straggle. The General Assem- 
bly was in session at Hai-tford when news came of this battle. 
It was not a surprise, and thei*e were many who rejoiced thaC 
the trial of arms hatl begun. The time was ripe for Connec- 
ticut men to carry out a plan that should win a substantial 
victory at the vei^ l>eginning of the war. This plan was to 
surprise and seize Fort Ticonderoga. A number of wealthy 
gentlemen borrowed the naoney from the Colonial Treasury 
that was necessary to defray the exi>enses of the expedition. 
Sixteen chosen men proceedeil to Berkshire, and, having laid 
the matter before some of the leading citizens, gained the 
aid of a re-enforcement of a1x>ut foity soldiei-s. Proceeding 
to Bennington, they were there joined by Colonel Ethan Allen, 
Seth Warner, and not far from one hundred volunteers. 

The little army in command of Colonel Allen i-eached the 
shores of Lake Cham plain, opposite Ticonderoga, towards 
evening on the 9th of May. There were but a few boats at 
their disposal, and the entire night was consumed in getting 
the officei-s and eighty-three of the men across the lake. The 
boats had been sent back to bring over the rear-guard in 
command of Colonel Warner, when Colonel Allen saw that 
the morning would soon break, and that no time could be 
lost if they surprised the sleeping garrison. Without waiting 
longer, he drew up his forces in three ranks not far from the 
walls of the fortress. '^ I now propose," he said, '^ to ad- 
vance before you, and in person conduct you through the 
wicket-gate ; for we must this morning either quit our pre- 
tensions to valor, or possess oui-selves of this fortress in a 
few minutes; and inasmuch as it is a despemte attempt, 
which none but the bravest of men dare undertake, I do not 
Hrge it on any contrary to his will. You that will undertake 
voluntarily, poise your firelocks." 
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Every soldier brought his musket to position. In silence 
Colonel Allen advanced to the wicket-gate. A solitary sen- 
tinel snapped his fusee. Allen rushed towards him, and 
across a covered passage-way into the parade-ground within 
the fort. In a moment he had formed the ranks of his men 
facing the barracks in which the soldiers of the garrison 
were sleeping. The sentries within had given the alarm ; 
and one of them made a pass at an officer with his bayonet, 
and slightly wounded him. Allen raised his sword to kill 
him at a blow, but changed his purpose, and gave him a cut 
on the side of his head. The sentinel threw down his gun, 
and begged for his life. Allen granted the petition, and de- 
manded where the commanding officer slept. The sentry 
pointed to a flight of stairs leading to rooms above the bar- 
racks. Running up the steps, he shouted at the entrance, 
" Come forth instantly, or I will sacrifice the whole garri- 
son ! " The aslonished commander, in his night-dress, came 
to the door to discover the source of this strange summons. 
Confronted by the massive form of the colonial leader with 
drawn sword, he stood trembling and speechless. " Deliver 
me the fort instantly,'' said Allen. " By whose authority? " 
inquired the British officer. '^ In the name of the great 
Jehovah and the Continental Congress." 

Captain de la Place was inclined to make further parley ; 
but Allen internipted him with a threatening flourish of his 
sword, and a demand for the instant surrender o*f the fort. 
This was immediately done, and orders were given that his 
men should parade without arms. A bloodless victory had 
been won in the name of the Continental Congress several 
houi*s before that body had held its opening session. 

Colonel Warner with the rear-guard did not reach the fort 
until after its surrender. AVithout delay he hastened with 
one hundred men to Crown Point. This fortress was held 
by a small garrison of twelve men and a single oflftcer, and 
yielded at once. 
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The fall of Ticonderoga was an impoilant conquest, the 
credit of which must fall to Connecticut.* The money to 
defray the expenses of the expedition was furnished from 
her treasury. The plan of the campaign was suggested by 
her citizens. Both Allen and Warner were natives of Litch- 
field County ; and among the bravest of the band of Green- 
Mountain Boys whom they led, were many from the same 
beautif\il hill-country. Lieutenant Crampton, who entered 
the fort by the side of Allen, was a native of Litchfield, and 
resided there most of his life. At least one-half of the baud 
of eighty-three men who " poised their firelocks,*' and fol- 
lowed their intrepid leader in this memorable assault, were 
natives or inhabitants of Woodbury. In 1775 Connecticut 
sent a thousand men to garrison Ticonderoga and Crown 
Point. Of this number one hundred and fifty were fVom 
Woodbury ; and Colonel Hinman, having command of these 
impoitant forts, was from the same town. 



* Bancbott says of Uie taking of 
Ticonderoga, *'The great deed which, 
in the mean time, was achieved in the 
North, was planned in €k>nnecticut, and 
executed at her cost. Parsons of that 
colony, on his way to Ilartford, crossing 
Arnold, who was bound for Massachu- 
setts, obtained of him an account of the 
state of Ticonderoga, and the great num- 
ber of its brass cannon. At Hartford, on 
the 27ih of April, Parsons, talcing as his 
advisers Samuel Wyllysand Silas Deane, 
with the assistance of three others, pro- 
jected tlio capture of the fort; and, with- 
out formally consulting the Assembly or 
the governor and council, they, ou their 
own receipts, obtained money from the 
public treasury, and o» the 28th sent 
forward Noah Plielps and Bernard Ro- 
mans. The next day Captain Edward 
Mott of Preston, chairman of the Con- 
necticut committee, followed with five 
associates. Etlian Allen was encour- 



aged by nn express messenger to raise 
men chiefly in the New-IIarapshire 
grants. On the morning of the Isl of 
May, the jmrty, which tiad grown to the 
number of sixteen, left Ballnbury. At 
Plttstield, in Massachusetts, itie Coiinec- 
Ucut party were Joined by Sohn Brown, 
the young lawyer of that village, by 
Colonel James Easton, and by volun- 
teers from Berkshire. At Bennington 
they found Ethan Allen, who sent the 
alarm through the hills and valleys of 
Vermont; and on Sunday, the 7th of 
May, about one hundred Green-Moun- 
tain boys, and near fifty soldiers from 
Massachusetts, under the command of 
Easton, ralliod at Castleton. Just then 
arrived Arnold with only one attend 
ant. lie brought a commission from 
the Massachusetts Committee of Safety, 
which was disregarded; and the men 
unanimously elected Ethan Allen their 
chief." 
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CHAPTER XXXI. 

1775. 

THE BATTLE OF BUNKER HILL. 

THE news of the battle of Lexiogton spread like wildfire. 
As soou as the intelligence reached Governor Trumbull,* 
he sent a messenger to Israel Putnam, directing him to come 
at once to Lebanon. It was early morning, and Putnam was 

working in the field when this 
word came to him. Giving 
hurried directions to his ser- 
vants, he hastened home, and, 
mounting his hoi*se, rode away 
at full speed. After a brief 
interview with the governor, 
he immediately started for 
Concoixl, with the assurance 
that troops would at once be 
JONATHAN TRUMBULL. scut aftcr him. Thls veteran 

of sixty years kept his saddle 
for eighteen hours, riding all night, and arriving at Concord 
at sunrise the next morning. The Connecticut militia were 
rapidly recruited, and the little parties that fii*st hurried for- 
ward were soon joined by larger and better equipped com- 
l)anies. Putnam was stationed at Cambridge, and in a short 
time the ranks of his regiment were more than full. 

The General Assembly took active measures, and ordered 
that one-fourth of the militia should " be forthwith enlisted, 
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equipped, accontred, and assembled for the safety and de- 
fence of the colony." Six regiments were thus raised ; and 
Dayid Wooster, Joseph Spencer, and Israel Putnam were 
appointed as general officers. 

By the first of June, ten thousand veteran troops, the flower 
of the British army, held the harbor and city of Boston. 
Day after day re-en forccments poured into the colonial camp 
at Cambridge. In outward appearance they presented a 
motley appearance in their homespun dress and equipments : 
but a large proi)ortion of these men were not raw recruits ; 
they had i)erformed valiant service in the French wara, and 
understood the serious nature of 
the business they had taken in 
hand. About fifteen thousand 
men soon gathered at Cam- 
bridge. Of this number, three 
thousand were from Connecti- 
cut. On the 27th of May, 
General Putnam,^ in charge of 
a skirmishing party on Hog i«aAKi, ..ctnam. 

Island, was attacked by a large 

body of British marines, who crossed over from Boston. 
They were supported bj- two vcssels-of-war and some 
smaller boats. Putnam had but two diminutive pieces of 
ordnance ; but he was an excellent gunner, and handled 
his ordnance in a very effective manner. The firing con- 
tinued after dark ; and one of the vessels ran aground, 
and was abandoned by her crew. Putnam the next morn- 
ing gave ordei-s to toani her; and, after taking what 
they could find of value, she was bunied. The Ameri- 
cans did not lose a single man in this skirmish, but the 
enemy reported the loss of nearly a hundred killed and 
wounded. 

This successful action increased the desire of the troops at 
Cambridge to meet the enemy. The veteran general. Ward, 
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who held the chief command, did not favor a forward move- 
ment. Putnam, Prescott, and other officers, were of a differ- 
ent mind. A plan suggested by Putnam was finally adopted. 
The battle of Bunker Hill followed on the 17th of June. 
Some days previous to this, Putnam had mai*ched a company 
of troops fix)m Cambridge to Charlestown, in order to gain 
a better knowledge of the neighborhood, and select the 
best place for throwing up intrenchments. Having returned 
to the camp, arrangements were at length completed; 
and on the 16th of June, Colonel William Prescott was 
oixiered to proceed to Charlestown in the evening, with a 
detachment of about a thousand men,* and take possession 
of Breed's Hill. The name of this gifted and brave officer 
has most frequently appeared in history as the central and 
prominent figure in this important engagement. There is 
no need of disparaging the part he acted; but the impar- 
tial testimony of many facts gives the first place in com- 
mand and leadership on that memorable day, to Israel 
Putnam. A narrative of the battle of Bunker Hill tliat 
does not give prominence to the part he acted in it, 
fails to rec(^nize the moving and guiding spu'it in its 
eventful scenes.* 

After reaching the heights above the then thriving village 
of Charlestown, Prescott and Putnam held a consultation 
with Colonel Gridley, a veteran military engineer ; and orders 
were given to fortify Breed's Hill, a little below Bunker 
Hill, and nearer the harbor. While the breastworks were 
being thrown up, an officer in command of some Connecticut 
and other troops, was sent down to watch the movements of 
the enemy. Putnam remained ui>ou the hill, aiding and 
directing in the buiWing of the redoubt ; while Prescott, with 
one of his aids, was seeding to learn if the British were aware 
of their movements. The droning cry of the gentries uix>n 
the ships, "All's well," assured them that the enemy were 
sleeping in ignorance of the position the Americans had taken. 



Digitized 



by Google 



1775.] THE BATTLE OF BUNKER HILL. 191 

With the breaking of the morning, the British officei-s 
opened their eyes in astonishment, as, by the aid of their 
field-glasses, they saw the outlines of the breastworks that 
had been thrown up during the night. A battery of heavy 
guns was mounted on Copp's Hill, and at once opened fire. 
This cannonade was the signal that ushered in the hostilities 
of the eventful day. 

The heat was oppressive ; and the men, suffering from their 
exhausting all-night laboi*s in the trenches, begged for some- 
thing to eat and drink, and expressed their anxiety that fresh 
troops should be sent to relieve tliem. Putnam was already on 
the way to Cambridge, to urge the sending of re-enforcements ; 
and Prescott did all he could to encourage the brave men about 
him, and alla}^ their fears. General Ward was firm in his 
conviction that the main body of the British army would 
march on Cambridge, and for this reason hesitated to send 
additional troops to Charlestown. But for his hesitancy and 
failure to give the aid he might have done, the colonial army 
might not only have defeated the British, but have held the 
heights of Bunker Hill after the battle. 

It was noon before the British troops embarked from the 
wharf at Boston. Both Putnam and Prescott were busy in 
directing the movements of their men, and preparing for the 
attack of the enemy. The gallant Captain Knowlton, with 
a company of Connecticut men, had taken what proved to 
be an important position, and, following the orders of Putnam, 
had thrown up a rude breastwork of grass and fence-rails.® 
The Connecticut troops at Cambridge were eager to march, 
and sent a request to General Wai-d, asking the privilege of 
following their beloved leader. This was not granted, and 
others had to act the heroic part in which they earnestly 
desired to engage. 

As yet no works had been erected upon Bunker Hill. 
Putnam felt that it was absolutely necessary to fortify this 
spot, and, in spite of the remonstrance of Prescott, sent a 
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body of men to tlirow up a redoubt. Again he started for 
Cambridge, to hurry up the promised re-enforcements. 
Having received the cheering word that the New-Hampshire 
troops, under Colonel Stark, were on the way from Medford, 
he hastened back to meet them. Sending a part of the force 
to assist in throwing up the intrenchment on Bunker Hill, he 
ordered Stark, with the rest of his men, to join Captain 
Knowlton. By this time General Ward was satisfied that the 
main attack of the British was to be made upon the heights 
of Charlcstown ; but he still kept some of the best regiments 
in Cambridge, and it was too late for those that were sent 
forward to give the aid they might have done at an earlier 
hour. 

The battle was commenced late in the afternoon by the 
British artillery, who opened a heavy fire upon the works on 
Breed's Hill. Prescott was in command at this [x^int, and 
ordered his men to lie behind the earthworks, and not expose 
themselves. Putnam, mounted uix)n his white horse, was in 
every part of the field, now directing the still unfinished 
work on Bunker Hill, giving orders to Stark and Knowlton 
at the rail-fence, and again, in stormful passion, arresting an 
officer who showed signs of cowaixiice. The British columns 
had formed, and were ready to march up the hill. Under 
cover of a furious cannonade, directed at the redoubt, they 
moved forward. Putnam was at this moment looking after 
the works on Bunker Hill : ordering the drums to beat to 
arms, he hastened to join Prescott at the redoubt below. 
Riding along the line, he gave strict commands that not a 
gun should be fired until the order was distinctly given. 
** Powder," he said to the men, " is scarce. Don't fire until 
you can see the whites of their eyes. Fire low. Aim at the 
handsome coats — pick off their commanders." 

There was no experienced gunner in the line ; and Putnam 
dismounted, and assisted in getting the few pieces of artillery 
in position. He sighted the guns himself; and, while the 
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ammunition lasted, they did fatal execution. When the 
British columns were about eight tx>ds from the American 
lines, the order was given to fire. The front rank was swept 
away, and nearly every officer on the advance line was killed 
by the terrible volley. Every shot had told. The blaze of 
muskets from the redoubt and rail-fence poured another 
deadly fire into the now sta^ering and dismayed columns. 
The veteran troops, with true English courage, rallied again 
and again. After General Pigot on the left had ordered a 
retreat, General Howe still stubbornly held his ground. At 
length he was forced to retire, and a shout of victory ex- 
pressed the joy of the Americans. Many of them wished 
to pursue the British, and were only restrained by their offi- 
cers. Re-enforcements from Cambridge had reached the neck 
of land leading to the heights where the battle was raging : 
this ix>int was swept by the enemy's artillery, and the men 
did not dare to proceed. In vain did Putnam ride back and 
forth to assure them that there was little danger: only a 
portion had courage to follow him. 

While the Britisli were re-form lug their broken ranks, Put- 
nam hastened to Bunker Hill to secure the assistance of some 
ti-oops still there : they proved skulkers, and neitiior threats 
nor commands availed to make them do their duty. General 
Howe, having rc-oi-ganized his troops, again marched up the 
hill. They were permitted to come within six rods of the 
American line before the order was given to fire. As before, 
the aim of these veteran marksmen was deadly, and sent the 
columns reeling backwards. After a thousand men, the 
flower of the British army, had fallen, they slowly retreated 
towards the shore. General Clinton, who had been watching 
tlie battle from Copp's Hill, crossed over to the place where 
the British tixx)ps were trying to make a last rally ; and a new 
plan of attack was ordered, and the columns again moved 
forward. 

Putnam saw that he must have re-enforcements and a fresh 
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supply of ammuuition if he held his position. It was at 
this moment that three companies fix>m Connecticut, in com- 
mand of Captains Chester, Clark, and Coit, crossed the 
Neck, and advanced up the hill. With them was Major 
Durkee of stamp-act fame. Unfortunatel3% some of the 
colonial trooi)s sent forwaixi from Cambridge were demoral- 
ized by the sight and sound of the battle, and refused to do 
their duty. Worst of all, the brave men within the I'edoubt 
had only a few chai'ges of [X)wder left. When these were 
expended, they still attempted to hold their ground ; but it 
was impossible. With sad heart Prescott sounded the re- 
treat. The brave, noble-hearted, and gifted Warren, who, 
notwithstanding his rank as general, had gone into the battle 
as a volunteer, was reluctant to foraake the field. While 
slowly retreating, he was struck in the head by a bullet, and 
fell lifeless. 

As the Americans fell back, Putnam called to them to rally, 
and make another stand against the enemy on Bunker Hill ; 
but their ammunition was sixjnt, and the brave men could only 
retreat. The Connecticut ti'ooi^s, that had just anived on 
the ground, were eager for service; and Putnam ordered 
them to cover the retreat as far as ix)ssible. With steady 
aim they fired volley after volley into the British ranks. 
The enemy, having gained i)ossession of the i-edoubt, were 
now pressing forwaixl m pursuit. A mui-derous fire com- 
pletely routed the right wing of the American lines : the left 
wing still remained firm, but was soon forced to retire. All 
that could be done was to conduct the retreat as successfully 
as ix>ssible. While the army was hastening from the heights 
which they had held with such stublwrn courage, the re-en- 
forcements from Cambridge, for which Putnam had pleaded 
so eainestly, came in sight : it was too late to save the field 
from falling into the hands of the enemy. Nevertheless, the 
battle of Bunker Hill was a victoiy for the Americans. 
Twice they had driven back a force three times as great as 
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their own, the pick and flower of the British array. With 
eompamtively small loss on their part, one-quarter of the 
enemy hacl fallen dead or wounded u^wn the field. Not until 
their ammunition was exhausted, did they retreat a single 
step. " Are the Yankees cowards?" shouted the hardy sons 
of New England, as the British tix>oi)s staggered and i*e- 
treated before their fearful volleys of fire. Men learned that 
day that valor and strength was the common inheritance of 
those in whose veins ran English blood. 

It is said, that, when Washington heard of the battle, he 
asked, "Did the militia stand fii-e?" When told that they 
reserved their own until the enemy were witliin eight rods, 
he quietly said, " The liberties of the countiy are safe." 



> G OTSRNOR Pitch, on aooount of bis 
Tory sentimenu and actions, lo«t favor 
In Uie eyes of Uie people. He was sue* 
ceeded, In 1766, by William Pitkin. He 
held the office for three years, when 
Jonathan Trumbull was elected (1760). 

s Putnam had been appointed briga- 
dier general In the Connecticut militia. 
Of the soldiers of the colony, several 
hundred were under his command at 
Cambridge, and a part were with Spencer 
at Roxbury. 

s Thomas Khowltom of Ashford 
commanded two hundred Connecticut 
men in this party. 

* An engraving published in London, 
three months after the battle, has at the 
foot these words : *' Israel Putnam, Esq., 
Major General of the Connecticut forces, 



and Commander-in-chief «t the engage- 
ment on Bnncker*s Ulll, near Boston, 
17 June, 1776. Published as the Act 
directs by C. Shephard, 9 Sept., 1775. 
London.'* 

' Thb poeiUon held by EnowUon 
was about two hundred yards In the 
rear of the breastworlts. The posts of 
the tworall fence were set In a low 
stone wall that extended down the lilll 
toward the Mystic. By building a 
temix>rary fence In front, and Ailing the 
space with new-mown liay, they made a 
breastwork for a short distance It was 
here that Putnam met Warren, and of- 
fered to give the command into his liands, 
as Warren was a major-general, and he 
but a brigadier. Warren declined tlie 
responsibility. 
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CHAPTER XXXn. 
1775-177a , 
WASHINGTON AT CAMBRIDGE. 

BEFORE the battle of Bunker Hill, the Continental Con- 
gress, in session at Philadelphia, had rec<^ized the 
army at Boston as the national army, and voted to raise ad- 
ditional troops in all the colonies. On the very day the 
memorable battle was fought, the Congi'ess, upon the rec- 
ommendation of the New-England delegates, unanimously 
chose George Washington commander-in-chief of the Ameri- 
can forces. At the same time, Artemas Ward and Charles 
Lee were elected major-generals; and when news came of 
the battle of Bunker Hill, Israel Putnam and Philip Schuyler 
received a like honor. 

Washington arrived at Cambridge early in July. His 
fame as a brave and capable officer had already spread far 
and wide, and the Continental army gave him a hearty wel- 
come. His first great task was to bring oixler and system 
out of the mixed and tangled condition in which he found 
affairs. In this work he was at once struck with the effi- 
ciency of Putnam. " You seem to have the faculty," he 
remarked to him one day, '^of infusing your own industri- 
ous spirit into all the workmen you employ.** When the 
message from the Continental Congress, giving their reasons 
for taking up arms, reached Cambridge, Putnam ordered his 
division to parade on Prospect Hill, and there listen to its 
reading. As soon as it was ended, all of the troops shouted 
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three times the woi*d, " Amen : " at this moment, as a signal- 
guu was fired, a beautiful flag, that had just come from Cou- 
necticut, was unfurled, and floated in the breeze. On one 
side, in letters of gold, were the words, "An Appeal to 
Heaven;" and on the other, the ai*morial bearings of the 
colony, with the shield and its three vines symbolizing 
knowledge, liberty, and religion. Under the watchful eye 
and guidance of Washington, the army was soon brought 
into a condition of order and discipline. The difficulties 
that he had to face in other directions were very great. The 
food fuiiiished was poor and scanty, and there was only 
powder enough to supply a few rounds of ammunition. This 
lack was the source of grave anxiety to 
Washington. In the following winter 
an officer wrote, "The bay is open. 
Every thmg thaws here except old Put. 
He is still as hard as ever, crying out 
for * Powder, powder ! * Ye gods, give 
us powder ! " This scarcity was one of 
the chief reasons why Washington did u„,o„ ,^0. 

not attempt to take Boston. While he 
kept the British army of ten thousand men cooped up in the 
city, an imix)rtant movement was made on Canada. In this 
raid, which finally met with repulse before Quebec, Con- 
necticut soldiers and officers acted a prominent part.* 

The troops that first enlisted did not expect to be away 
from home for any great length of time. Thej' had hoi)ed 
that the war would be short and decisive in gaining a recog- 
nition of their rights and liberties. It is not strange that 
the toil and suflPerings of camp-life led them to desire to 
return as soon as possible to their comfortable homes and 
pleasant farms. The terra of service of the Connecticut 
troops expired about the fii-st of December, and few of them 
were inclined to re-enlist. This was a source of deep regret 
and anxiety to Washington. The desire to return home on 
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the part of some of the men was so great, that they left 
the bnes before their time was out. This action was keenly 
felt by Governor Trumbull, who expressed his " grief, sur- 
prise, and indignation." Most of the troops consented to 
remain until the 10th of Januarj^. By this time the General 
Assembly had met, and taken prompt measures to fill the 
places of those who had returned. It was voted to raise 
and equip one-fourth of the militia of the colony, and the 
estates of persons guilty of aiding or informing the enemy 
were confiscated. 

Towards the close of February the British prepared to 
evacuate Boston. After they left the city, their ships lay 
for ten days in Nantasket Roads; and Washington was 
doubtful as to their destination. For this reason he sent at 
fii-st only a few regiments to New York. The rest soon fol- 
lowed, marching to Norwich, where they embarked in sailing- 
vessels. 

The work of completing the fortifications that had been 
commenced by General Lee, was given to the care of Gen- 
eral Putnam. Washington set out for New York April 4, 
meeting Governor Trumbull at Norwich. A large body of 
Connecticut militia did good service in throwing up iutrench- 
ments on Staten and Long Islands. Their term soon ex- 
pired ; and they felt, as the spring o^xined, that it was neces- 
sary for them to return home and look after their farms. 
Again Washington wrote to Trumbull, that he should be very 
anxious unless a picked body of men were organized, and 
ready to march from Connecticut at a moment's notice. The 
weary years that followed proved with what alacrit}' the 
summons of danger was answereil again and again. 

The leadei-8 of public opinion in Connecticut were among 
the first to recognize that the course of events had made it 
impossible for them to ho[>e longer to retain their allegiance 
to the Bntish throne.^ On the 14th of June, at a special 
session of the Assembly, it was unanimously resolved, '* that 
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the delegates of this colony in General Congress be, and 
they are hereby, instructed to propose to that respectable 
body, to declare the United American Colonies free and 
independent states, absolved from all allegiance to the king 
of Great Britain, and to give the as- 
sent of this colony to such declara-^ 
tions." 

On the 4th of July the Congress in 
session at Philadelphia adopted the 
Act that was the beginning of the 
history of a new nation. *' We," 
they said, *'the representatives of 
the United States of Amenca in 
Congress assembled, ap|>ealing to 
the Supreme Judge of the world 
for the rectitude of our intentions, roobb shermaw. 

solemnly publish and dcclai-e that 

tliese United Colonies are, and of right ought to be, free 
and independent States." The delegates from Connecticut 
who signed this immortal pai)er were Roger Shennan,' 

Samuel Huntington,* William 
Williams,* and Oliver Wolcott.* 
The Declaration of Independ- 
ence was received tlu-oughout 
Connecticut with many mani- 
festations of public rejoicing. 
The patriotism of the people 
found energetic expression in 
the equipment of the militia, 
OUTER woLcoTT. ^^^ prcpaWng powder, car- 

tridges, and other articles, for their use. An incident of 
the times illustrates the enthusiasm and spirit with which the 
women engaged in this work. An equestrian statue of 
King George III. stood for some years on Bowling Green, 
in New- York City. It was made of lead, richly gilded to 
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resemble gold. On the night of July 11, 1776, it was 
overthrown by a company of the Sons of Liberty. As 
lead was scarce, the statue was broken in pieces, and 
transi)orted to Litchfield for safe keeping. General Wol- 
cott, who had returaed home from Philadelphia, built a sheil 
in an apple-orchaix) near his house, in which his leaden 
majesty was melted into bullets. This labor was i>er- 
formed by some of the most prominent ladies in the vil- 
lage. A careful account, in the handwriting of Oliver 
Wolcott, that is still presented, shows tliat over forty-two 
thousand cailndges were made by these loyal women. 

On the 5th of August Governor Trumbull wrote a letter 
to Washington, at New York, in which he said, '' Knowing 
our cause lighteous, 1 ilo not greatly dread what our numer- 
ous enemies can do against us." Washington in his answer 
informed the governor fully of the weakness of his army, 
and said, ^^To trust in tiic justice of our cause without 
our own utmost exertion would be tempting Providence." 
Trumbull at once called together his Council of Safety. Five 
regiments had already gone forward from the counties near 
New York. Nine regiments more were ordered to march ; 
and to those not enrolled in any train-band, tlie govenior 
said, '' Join yourselves to one of the companies now oixlered 
to New York, or form yourselves into distinct companies, 
and choose captains forthwith. Maroh on : this shall be 
your warrant; may the God of the armies of Israel be 
your leader ! " Leaving the grain half gathered in the fields, 
the farmei*s of Connecticut depaitcd from their homes, and 
hasteneil to the scene of action.' 

1 Canada was Invaded in the euro- diet Arnold. They untied In an attack 

mer of 1775 by troopH led by Schuyler upon Quebec, but were repulsed, and 

and Moutgoroery. Wooster Joined Mout- Monlgoniery was killed. The chief com- 

goraery, and took part in the capture of mand now fell upon Wooster, under the 

the fort iu Cliambly where 168 prisoners most disheartening conditions. His re* 

were sent to Connecticut. On Nov. 12 lations with Schuyler were unhappy, and 

Montreal was taken. Here they were led to accusations against his patriotism 

Jolued by troo|is lu comoiauU of Beue> that were iuvestigaied by Congress, aud 
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declared groundlcm and unjust. Id the 
spring of 1776 the Americans were 
driven out of Canada, and it remained a 
British province. 

In the autumn of 1775 (Sept. 30) a 
British mauof-war gave chaae to a small 
American vessel, and probably would 
have taken her if »\w had not Ulcen 
refuge in Stonlngton Harbor. The en- 
raged English captain opened Are on the 
town, and wounded one citizen. Many 
houses were damaged, and he seized two 
small slooiw and a schooner loaded with 
molasscfl. 

' In May, 1776, formal action was 
taken, by wliich the people were released 
from their allegiance to the crown. At 
the October session of the Assembly it 
was enacted, ** Ttmt the ancient form of 
civil government, contained in the char- 
ter from Charles the Second, King of 
England, and adopted by the people of 
this State, shall l>e and remain the civil 
Constitution of this State, under the 
sole authority of the people thereof, in< 
dependent of any King or Prince what- 
ever. And that this Republic is, and 
shall forever be and remain, a free, sov- 
ereign, and independent State, by the 
name of the Stale of Connecticut." 

* Roger Bqerman was one of the 
most remarkable men of his times. He 
wax but nineteen years of age when the 
death of bis father brought upon him 
the entire care and support of a large 
family. IIa\ing removed to New Mil- 
fold from Stonlngton, In 1744, he worked 
at his tiiule as a shoemaker until he en- 
gaged in mercantile purHultii with a 
brother. Gifted with a unturally strong 
and active mind, he made the best use 
of limited advantagen. Pursuing the 
study of law in his lei<>ure moments, be 
l>ecame'so proficient, that he was ad- 
mitted to the bar in 1754. The following 
year he was sent to the Legislature, and 
not long after appointed Judge of the 
county court of Litchfield County. Re- 
moving to New Haven, in 1761, he con- 
tinned In this ofllce, and was elected 
treasurer uf Yale College, from which 



institution he received the degree of 
A.M. He was a member of the State 
Senate at the time the Stamp Act was 
passed, and took a position of fearless 
courage in opi>osillon to this and other 
measures of oppression on the part of 
the mother country. From this time on, 
he was a recognized leader, lie was 
one of the most influential members of 
the First Continental Congress, and was 
appointed one of the committee that 
draughted the Declaration of Independ- 
ence. His services were invaluable dur* 
ing the war; and after its close, he was a 
prominent delegate in the Convention of 
1787, ttiat framed the present Constitution 
of the United States. After the organiza- 
ti.on of the government, he was elected a 
member of the House of Representa- 
tives, from which he was soon promoted 
to the Senate, in which otBce bo was 
continued during the remainder of his 
life. When New Haven liecame a city, 
he was elected mayor, and held the posi- 
tion until his death, July 23, 1793, in the 
seventy -third year of his age. 

* SAMrEL HuNTiNOTON was bom 
at Windham, July 2, 1732. He was a 
studious lad, and, while working on his 
father's farm, commenced the stndy of 
law. He hud gained a good practice in 
his native town before he removed to 
Norwich, at the age of twenty eight. In 
1774 he was appointed an associate 
judKc of the Superior Court, and the 
following year was sent to the Conti- 
nental Congress. His reputation was 
such that in 1779 he was appointed to 
succeed John Jay as pi^ident of the 
Contereftfi, then the highest office in the 
nation. Impaired health compelled hmi 
to resign this position, but he again took 
a seat in the Congress of 1783. The 
next year ho was appointed chief jus- 
tice of the Superior Court; and in 1786 
he was elected governor of the State, in 
which ollice he continued until his death, 
Jan. 5, 1796. Uovemor Huntington was 
a devoted and sincere Christian, beloved 
and esteemed by all who knew him. 
Thoughtful and wise in Judgment, he 
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poBseflfled a will that was strong and 
vigorous in carrying out the |)ur|K>«)e8 he 
formed. Few nieu have served their day 
and generation . with more cooeisteut 
faithfulness. 

* William Williams. The grand- 
father and father of Mr. Williams were 
both clergymen, and the latter was for 
more than half a century pastor of the 
Congregational church and parish of Lcb- 
anon. His distinguished son was born in 
this town, April 18, 1731. Having gradu- 
ated with honor from Harvard College, 
be commenced the study of theology with 
his father. The French war called for 
volunteers; and be entered the ranks 
under his relative. Colonel Ephraim Wi|. 
llams, who was killed near Lake George. 
Upon his rcturu home he entered upon 
mercantile pursuits In his native town. 
He held the position of town clerk for 
nearly fifty years, and was chosen as a 
representative In the General Assembly 
for the long period of forty-five years. 
As a delegate to the Congress at Phila- 
delphia, he earnestly advocated the Dec- 
laration of Independence; and during 
the war, his time and fortune were em- 
ployed to further the cause of colonial 
freedom. After a long and useful life 
be died, Aug. 2, 1811. 

« Oliver Wolcott was born in 
Windsor, Nov. 26, 1726. He graduated 
at Vale College in 1747, and the same 
year received a captain's commission, 
and with his company marched to the 
northern frontier. During the time he 
was connected with the army, he rose 
step by step until he became a major- 
general. On his return home, after 
studying medicine for a time with his 
uncle, Dr. Alexander Wolcott, he was ap- 
pointed sheriff of the recently organized 
county of Litchfield. In 1775 Wolcott 



was elected as one of the delegates from 
Connecticut to Congress, and was lu 
earnest sympathy with his colleagues in 
the signing of the Declaration. Upon 
his return home be was appointed a 
member of the Council of Safety by 
Governor Trumbull, and was put in com- 
mand of the detachment of Connecticut 
militia that marched to the defence of 
New York. After the battle of Long 
Island he again resumed his seat in Con- 
gress. In 1776 be aided In sending a 
largo body of recruits to General Put- 
nam, then on the Hudson River, and 
took command hipiseif of a force that 
joined General Gates at Saratoga. He 
was with the army at the time of the cap- 
lure of Burgoyne and his troops. In 
the summer of 1779 he was lu command 
of a divioiou of mllllla, and acted 
promptly in defending the State at the 
time of the British invasion uuder Try- 
on. General Wolcott was elected lieu- 
tenant governor of Connecticut in 1786, 
ond was re-elected every year until 1796, 
when he was chosen governor. He con 
tinued in this office until the time of his 
death, Dec. 1, 1797. 

» Tub General Assembly at the De 
cem be r session (1776) formed the militia 
of the State into six brigades. David 
Wooster and Jabez Huntington were 
appointed major-generals; and Ellphalct 
Dyer, Gurdon Saltoustall, Oliver Wol- 
cott, Erastus Wolcott, James Wads- 
worth, and Gold S. Billiman, brigadier- 
generals. The following persons had 
previously been appointed colonels: 
Charles Webb, Philip B. Bradley, Jede- 
dlah Huntington, Fisher Gay, Comfort 
Sage, John Douglas, Samuel Seiden, 
William Douglas, John Chester. Dur- 
ing this year Connecticut sustained no 
leas than five drafts. 
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CHAPTER XXXm. 

1776-1777. 

BATTLE OF LONG ISLAND. 

ON the 24th of August, Israel Putnam, second in rank to 
Washington, took command of the forces on Long Island.^ 
The British army of twenty thousand men, under General 
Howe, was supported by more than four hundred ships and 
transports. The Americans did not number over eight thou- 
sand. Early on the morning of the 27th, the British began 
their movement towards the American lines from three dif- 
ferent directions. The battle proved a series of skirmishes 
at several points, in which the Continental troops wei^e far 
outnumbered. They fought bravely, but were compelled to 
retreat. Washington, as soon as he saw that the enemy did 
not purpose to attack New York, repaired to Long Island ; 
but the day was already lost. The Connecticut militia did 
nobly, but it was impossible for the Americans to stand 
against the overwhelming numbers of the British. Putnam 
has been accused, both of rashness and incapacity in this 
battle. He may not have shown any special strategic ability, 
but under the circumstances it is difficult to see how he can 
be blamed for the disasters of the day. 

On the night of the following day, the army, under the 
directions of Washington, crossed the East River to the New- 
York side. ''Considering the difficulties," wrote General 
Greene, '' the retreat from Long Island was the best effected 
retreat I ever read or heaixl of.*' 
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WashingtOD was very anxious to gain information regard- 
ing the numbers and position of the British forces. Colonel 
Knowlton was requested to find some one who would accept 
this 8ei*vice. In answer to his appeal, Captain Nathan Hale 
of South Coventry was the only officer who offered to under- 
take the hazardous enterprise. Having received his instruc- 
tions from Washington, in a private interview, he made his way 
across the Sound to Huntington Ba^s and within a few days 
secured the desired information. After visiting the British 
camps on both sides of the river, he made his way back to 
Huntington, where he was expecting to meet the party who 
were to take him aci'oss to the Connecticut shore. Seeing a 
boat approaching that he supposed was coming for him, he 
walked down to the water's edge to wait for it. It was too 
late for him to turn and escape when he found that it was in 
chai*ge of British marines. He was taken on board the guard- 
ship that was near at hand, and conveyed to New York. 

When brought before General Howe, Captain Hale 
frankly confessed that he was an American officer and a spy. 
He did not expect mercy, and with calm, fearless spirit, 
awaited the verdict. The decision soon came that con- 
demned him to be hung at daybreak of the following, morn- 
ing. These brief hours, it would seem, might have been given 
to him for preparation for death, and the sending of his last 
messages of affection to those he loved. But this was not 
permitted. During the night he was treated with barbarous 
cruelty. His request for the use of a Bible to read was dis- 
regarded with sneers, and the letters he wrote to his mother 
and other friends were torn in pieces before his eyes. His 
heroic spirit did not for a moment fail him. Calm and dig- 
nified in bearing, he ascended the scaffold, and with unfalter- 
ing voice said, " I only regret that I have but one life to 
lose for my country." Thus died Nathan Hale. History 
lias no story of faithfulness unto death more sublime in its 
heroism than this. 
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Attractive in person, and winning in his manners, Captain 
Hale was beloved by a large circle of devoted friends, who 
mourned his untimely end. Nor were his graces of mind 
less than those of his person. Yale College had crowned 
him with academic honors, and his teachers prophesied for 
him a career of eminent success and usefulness. At the 
breaking out of the war, he was principal of the Union 
Grammar School in New London. Feeling that it was his 
duty to enlist in the service of his country, he asked to be 



BIBTHPLACB OF NATHAN HALB. 



released from his engagement, and his request was granted. 
The parting from his pupils was full of tender interest, as 
with words of earnest counsel he offered a prayer, and, taking 
each one by the hand, bade them an affectionate farewell. 

From the position of lieutenant he was soon promoted to be 
captain. He had seen but little active service when he re- 
sponded to the call from which othera shrank because of its 
dangers. Death came to him in its most terrible and cruel 
form ; but, conscious of the rectitude of his action, he met 
his fate without fear. His name deserves the monumental 
tribute soon to be erected by the citizens of his native State.^ 
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After anxious consultation with Congress, Washington 
decided that it was best to retire from New York, and in- 
trench his forces upon the heights north and east of the city. 
General Howe, suspecting this movement, sent troops up the 
river to intercept him. They landed at Kip*s Bay, about 
three miles north of the city ; and the truth of history must 
admit that the Connecticut troops, with others stationed there, 
proved shamefully recreant to their duty. At the sight of 
the moving columns of well-drilled British soldiers, they were 
seized with panic, and fled, while Washington vainly sought 
to rally them. Meanwhile the troops in the city were maix^h- 
ing out under the direction of Putnam. Had the British 
officers at once followed up their advantage at Kip's Bay, it 
would have been difficult for them to make their escape. 

On the following morning, Sept. 16, Colonel Knowlton, 
with a party of volunteer mngers, most of whom were from 
Connecticut, advanced through the woods to reconnoitre 
the enemy's line. He was soon discovered by the British 
general, who sent a force to meet him. A di8chai*ge of 
musketry gave warning of a sharp skirmish. Washing- 
ton at once sent re-enforcements to the relief of Colonel 
Knowlton, who advanced, and made an attack upon the ex- 
posed flank of the enemy's line. The fighting was at close 
range ; and in the thick of the conflict, pierced by several 
bullets, Knowlton, at the head of his men, fell mortally 
wounded. Inspired with the determination to avenge the 
death of their beloved leader, they fought with desperate 
courage until the enemy were driven back. The loss of their 
brave and able commander was deeply deplored. General 
Washington, in his orders the day after he fell, spoke of 
him as " the gallant and brave Colonel Knowlton, who would 
have been an honor to any country.'* 

On the 12th of October an advance was made by General 
Howe for the purpose of cutting oflf Washington's retreat. 
In this he was disappointed ; and the American forces fell 
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back in good order to White Plains, leaving a garrison to 
hold Fort Washington. At White Plains, after some severe 
fighting, Washington again fell back to a position on high 
ground, near at hand, that was so strong that the British 
general did not dare to attack him. Returning to the upper 
part of Manhattan Island, Howe made an assault upon Fort 
Washington, and compelled its surrender after heavy losses. 
In the garrison of twenty-six hundred men, who were made 
prisoners of war, were many from Connecticut. They were 
treated with inhuman cruelty. Crowded together in miser- 
able quarters, they suffered from the want of food, water, and 
fresh air. Disease, famine, and brutal treatment ende<l the 
life of large numbers. Those who survived, told a story of 
almost incredible suffering. 

It was a dark hour in the history of the j^eople that had 
declared but not achieved their independence. The fall of 
Fort Washington made it impossible to hold Fort Lee, and 
the Hudson was open to the Bntish. The American army 
was reduced by the return to their homes of many of the 
militia who had enlisted for a short time. The British gen- 
erals were elated by their success, and anticipated a speedy 
end of the conflict. In the midst of these depressing cir- 
cumstances, Washington stood calm and undismayed. Con- 
fident that the British would soon march in the direction of 
Philadelphia, he left only a few troops on the shore of the 
Hudson above New York, and with the main body of his 
army started for New Jersey. No sooner had Washington 
left his encampment than he was followed by Lord Corn- 
wallis. The American army was now reduced to a little 
remnant of three thousand men. While they continued their 
retreat, in sight, most of the time, of the pursuing enemy, 
Washington sent messages in every direction, calling for 
more ti'oops. The country was thoroughly alarmed. Con- 
gress deemed discretion the better part of valor, and was 
preparing to leave Philadelphia. In this dark hour Trum- 
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bull stood undismayed, and said for CoDDecticiit and himself, 
'* We are determined to maintain our cause to the last ex- 
tremity/* 

Determined to strike a blow that would help to restore the 
confidence of the i>eople as well as his army, Washington 
crossed the Delaware, above Trenton, on Christmas night, 
and attacked a body of several hundred Hessians posted 
there. The surprise was complete. General Rail, their 
commander, was mortally wounded ; and after a sharp and 
desperate charge of the Continental forces, they surrendered. 
Nearly a thousand men, with a large number of guns and 
cannon, were taken. Eight days later the battle of Princeton 
was fought, and the regiments left there by Cornwallis com- 
pletely routed. 

The enemy had been driven from every post it had occu- 
pied in New Jersey, except Brunswick and Amboy ; and 
Philadelphia was once more safe. The army spent the win- 
ter at Morristown, and there was little fighting for several 
months. During the following summer, the English fleet and 
army sailed from New York, and appeared in the Chesapeake. 
Washington hastened to meet it, and the battle of Brandy- 
wine was fought. The Americans were forced to i-etire, and 
the British advanced towards Philadelphia. After a sharp 
attack on the enemy at Germantown, Washington withdrew 
to Valley Forge, and Lord Howe occupied Philadelphia. 

The memorable victory of the summer of 1777 was won in 
the north, — a victory in which Connecticut soldiers acted an 
honorable part. The English general, Burgoyne, with eight 
thousand men and a large number of Indians, came down 
from St. John, New Brunswick, with the purix)se of attack- 
ing Albany, and cutting off New England from the other 
colonies. Ticonderoga was taken; and General Schuyler, 
who was in command of the northern department, fell back 
to Fort Edward. The country was filled with alarm at the 
progress of the British, and re-enforcements began to pour in 
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to the American camp. Bui^o}me was delayed after his vic- 
tories by the bridges haviug been destroyed, and the roads 
obstructed. The tide began to turn, and in several skir- 
mishes the advantage was with the Americans. A battle 
was fought on the 19th of September, in which the Ameri- 
cans sadly crippled the British force. On the 7th of October 
Burgoy ne again advanced , 
and, after a hard 
driven back in diso 
camp. The follow! 
retreated towards 
and on the 17th o 
his army of more 
than five thou- 
sand men laid 
down their arms, 
and were sent as 
prisonera of war 
to Boston. 

Among other 
Connecticut offi- 
cers who acted a 
worthy part in 
this memorable 

1^ O ' BATTLEPIELDS OF TBE REVOLUTION. 

Captain Moses 

Seymour of Litchfield, who commanded a company of cavalry. 
During the night tliat followed the last battle between Gage 
and Burgoy ne. Captain Seymour watched with a British officer 
who had been severely wounded, and carried from the field. 
As he entered the room, the officer eagerly inquired of him as 
to the fate of the day. When told that the British had been 
defeated, he remarked, ''Then, the contest is no longer doubt- 
ful : America will be indeiKjndcnt." The prophecy of the 
dying soldier was to become the truth of history. When the 
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tidings of the buiTender of Bui^oyne reached England, 
many of her leading statesmen lost hope of saving the colo- 
nies ; and this great victory hastened the alliance by which 
France gave her aid to America. 



1 While the array was at New 
York, experiments, under the eye of Put- 
nam, were made with an Invention of 
David Bashnell, a native of Wettbrook, 
that failed to accomplish what was 
desired, only by a combination of un- 
fortunate circumstances. Mr. Bushnell, 
while a student at Yale, in 1771, sug- 
gested the idea of attacking a vessel 
underneath the water, and constructed 
a submarine boat capable of this service. 
** It was a boat," says Colonel Henry 
L. AbboU of the United-States Army, 
*' so constructed as to be capable of be- 
ing propelled at any depth below the 
surface of the water, and of being ele- 
vated or depressed at pleasure; to this 
was attached a magazine of powder, 
designed to be secured by a screw to the 
bottom of n ship; when the noagazine 
should be disengaged from the boat, cer- 
tain machinery was to be set In motion, 
which would cause it to explode at any 
desired time. Fulton simply improved 
upon and developed BuBbnell's ofensioe 
machines, but be originated the method 
of operation now known as d^ensive 
torpedo warfare; and Bamuel Coll, by 
introducing electricity as the agent for 



igniting the charges, rendered It poaatble 
to perfect both classes of torpedoes. To 
these three men we owe more than to 
any others the inauguration of this new 
and important mode of maritime war- 
fare, which, by strengthening the handa 
of the weak, has done, and is doing, 
much to Justify the sentiment inscribed 
by Fulton upon the titlepage of his first 
treatise upon torpedo warfare: *The 
Liberty of the Seaa will be the Hap 
piness of the Earth.' " Bushnell called 
his torpedo-boat ** The American Tur- 
tle." In De<!ember, 1777, he set afloat, 
in the Delaware River, some torpedoes 
in kegs, that demolished one British ves. 
sel. The fright they caused is celebrated 
in Hopkinson's poem, **Thc Battle of 
the Kegs." 

> Captain Hale was twenty -one years 
of age at the time of his death, Sept. 22, 
1776. The tradition that Hale was dis- 
covered in the British camp, and betrayed 
by a Tory relative, is not accepted by 
Btunrt, Losslng, and others, who iMve 
made special investigations as to the 
truth of the story. Rev. Edward B. 
Hale, D.D., a kinsman of Captain H^le* 
believes the tradition to be false. 
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CHAPTER XXXIV. 

1777. 

BURNING OF DANBURY. 

HAVING followed the fortunes of the AmericaD army 
during a part of the year 1777, let us now recall the 
stor}' of less important events, but of great local interest in 
the history of Connecticut. 

Lord Howe, before leaving New York, determined to de- 
stroy a quantity of military stores that he had been informed 
were deposited at Danbuiy. For this purpose a detached 
corps of eighteen hundred men, and a small number of dra- 
goons, were put in command of Governor Tryon, who had 
been ap|X)inted a major-general of provincials. The vessels 
in wliich they embarked from New York cast anchor in 
Saugatuck Harbor late in the afternoon of the 25th of 
April. Under the guidance of two Tories they started 
for Danbury. They marched about eight miles that night, 
and encamped in the limits of the present township of 
Weston. 

On the following morning they resumed their march, meet- 
ing with no opposition until they began the ascent of Hoyt*s 
Hill, near the village of Bethel. At this point a solitary 
horseman appeared at the top of the hill, and looking back, 
as if an army were close at hand, he rose in his stirrups, and, 
waving his sword, exclaimed in a voice of thunder, " Halt the 
whole universe! break off by kingdoms!*' General Tryon 
commanded his men to halt, and sent out two detachments 
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OD the right and left to reconnoitre, and at the same time 
got two of his field-pieces in position. The scouts soon re- 
turned with the report that the only pei*son in sight was the 
horseman whose shout had disturbed them, and who was now 
making good his escape. The troops reached Danbury in 
the afternoon. Soon after entering the village, four young 
men in the house of Major Starr were rash enough to fire 
ui>on the English infantry, who at once pursued and shot 
them. The bodies were thrown into the house, which was 
immediately set on fire. 

The work of pillage and destruction now commenced in 
earnest, and large quantities of public stores were removed 
to the street and burned. The soldiers drank so freely of 
liquor wliich they found in one of the buildings, that many of 
them were in a condition of beastly intoxication. The next 
morning was the sabbath, but Tryon gave ordere to continue 
the work of firing the dwellings and business places of all 
l)ersons except tliose who were known to be loyal to the king. 
The Congregational church, the largest and most expensive 
building in the place, was burned to the ground, with a large 
portion of the homes and stores of the village. The houses 
that escaped the torch of the British soldiers were marked 
with a wliite cross, to signify that those who owned them were 
Tory sympathizers. 

Having finished the work of destruction that left innocent 
women and children without food or shelter, the enemy hur- 
ried from the town. By this time the militia of the neigh- 
boring towns were gathering, with the venerable General 
Wooster as their leader. Arnold and Sullivan, with four 
hundred men, had come from the Hudson by a i-apid march. 
Although Tryon rcturned by another i*oute, he found himself 
confronted by the Connecticut troops at Ridge field. With a 
little company of two hundred men, Wooster hung on the 
rear of the Bntish. While cheering his men by word and 
action, he fell at their head mortally wounded. At a [x>int 
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farther on, in the village street, Arnold threw np a barricade, 
and bravely held his position until it was tunied. His horse 
was shot under him, and a soldier advanced u|X)n him with 
fixed bayonet ; but he quickly extricated himself, and, drawing 
his pistol, shot his assailant, while he escaped unhurt. That 
night the British lay on their arms about a mile south of the 
village. At daybreak on Monday tliey Imrried towards the 
Hound, and only escaped another encounter with the Connec- 
ticut men by fording the Saugatuck River, and running to a 
high hill a half-mile away from where their vessels lay, off 
Norwalk. Congress voteil money to build a monument to 
WooBter; and, at the request of Washington, Arnold was 
made a major-general, and also given ^^a hoi*se caparisoned 
as a token of their approbation of his gallant conduct.*' 

It was not until the British troojis were eml)arked, and sail- 
ing towaixls New York, that they felt safe from the attacks 
of the Connecticut militiamen. In a short time these pa- 
triots retaliated in anotlier way. Learning through General 
Parsons that a large quantity of military stores had been 
gathered at Sag Harbor for the use of the British army, 
ReUu*n Meigs of Guilford determined to destroy them. He 
secured a few whale-boats, and sailcil from Sachem's Head 
on the 23d of May with one hundred and seventy men. 
About midnight they reached a point on the Long-Island shore 
some four miles fi*om Sag Harbor. Just as they were pre- 
pared to seize the guard who were in eiiai-ge of the military 
store, the alarm was given, and a schooner that was near at 
hand opened a brisk fire. Colonel Meigs at once l^egan an 
attack, in which most of the guard were taken prisoners. 
He destroyed ten loaded transix)rt8, and burned one vessel 
of six or eight guns, besides destroying a lai'gc amount of 
hay, grain, and merchandise. At two in the afternoon, 
twenty- four hours ftom the time they started, they reacheil 
Guilfonl with ninety prisoners, and witiiout the loss of a 
single man. An elegant sword was given to Meigs by Con- 
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gress in recognition of his bold and successful raid; and 
Washington promoted Sergeant Ginnings for special merit in 
the part he acted in this expedition. 

The Continental army in 1777 was divided into three de- 
partments. The first division, consisting of the troops south 
of the Hudson, was under Washington ; General Schuyler 
commanded the northera department ; while the third, under 
General Putnam, was stationed in the Highlands of the Hud- 
son. When tidings came of the taking of Ticonderoga by 
Bui^oyne, Washington ordered two Massachusetts brigades 
in the Highlands to join the forces of General Schuyler ; and 
after Lord Howe sailed from New York, he ordered one of 
the Connecticut brigades, and one from Rhode Island, to come 
to Pennsylvania. This left Putnam with a single Connecticut 
brigade and a New- York regiment. Having established his 
headquarters at Peekskill, he did all that he could to protect 
life and property from the barbarous raids of the British 
soldiei-s, who still remained in New York. Governor Tryon 
was very anxious to take Putnam as a captive, and was lavish 
in his promises of reward to any one who would accomplish 
this purpose. In spite of Putnam's vigilance, a Tory officer 
by the name of Palmer found his way into the American 
camp, but was detected, tried, and condemned as a spy. 
Tryon used every effort to save the life of the prisoner. In 
a letter to Putnam he threatened direst vengeance in case of 
any harm befalling one of the king's commissioned officers. 
Tlie reply of the American general was characteristic, and 
read as follows : — 

"Sir, — Nathan Palmer, a lieutenant in your king^s service, was 
taken in my camp as a spy. lie was tried as a spy, he was condemned 
as a spy, and you may rest assured, sir, he shall be hanged as a spy. 

I have the honor to be, etc., 

ISRAEL PUTNAM. 

His Excellency, Governor Tryon. 

P.S. — Afternoon. He is hanged." 
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The arrival of fresh troops at New York from England 
made Putnam feel uneasy. With a single brigade in the 
field, and only a regiment at Fort Montgomery, he could do 
but little if the British forces were to march against him. 
He wrote to Washington, but he could do nothing more than 
authorize him to call put the militia. On the 5th of October, 
Sir Henry Clinton, with three thousand men, sailed up the 
Hudson, and moved towards Fort Montgomery. The courier 
who was sent from the fort to Putnam, with a letter asking for 
re-enforcements, proved to be a T017 renegade, and did not 
deliver it. Climbing the mountains in the rear of the fort, 
the British troops made a vigorous assault. Putnam by this 
time was aware of the situation, but the brave men whom 
he sent from his camp could do nothing in the face of so 
lai^e an army. At evening the foii; was surrendered, after 
most of the garrison had contrived to escape. 

Before the close of the year, Putnam, under the directions 
of Washington, selected a site for a new fort. The place 
chosen was West Point ; and during the month of January 
the first Connecticut brigade, in command of General Par- 
sons, threw up the first embankment of the fortifications, of 
what was afterwards called the " American Gibraltar." 

The army at Valley Forge passed a winter of great suffer- 
ing ; but the tidings of the alliance with France came just 
before the opening of spring, and revived the hoi)e and 
courage of Washington and his soldiers. The British 
evacuated Philadelphia on the 18th of June, and, having 
crossed the Delaware, marched in the direction of New York. 
Washington at once started in pursuit, and overtook them at 
Monmouth Court-House. The battle fought at this place 
opened favorably for the Americans, but General Lee's 
disobedience of oixiers threw the troops into confusion. 
Washington, after a stormy scene with the recreant officer, 
stopped the retreat, and repulsed the British ; but the victory 
was not decisive. The French fleet had arrived off Sandy 
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Hook ; but Admiral D'Estaing, believing that there was not 
sufficient water to admit his entrance to the harbor of New 
York, sailed for Newport. This place was held by a British 
force of six thousand men, under General Pigot. General 
Sullivan was directed to co-operate with the French fleet, and 
a call was made ui)on Connecticut for militia to aid in this 
enteiprise. On the 10th of August, the American army, ten 
thousand strong, landed on the north side of the island. By 
an unfortunate misunderstanding, Sullivan advanced sooner 
than the French admiral expected; and in the interval of 
delay. Lord Howe, with the English fleet, appeared off the 
harl)or. D'Estaing attempted to draw the British into battle ; 
but they avoided him, and a storm scattered both fleets. 
When the French sliips returned, their admiral decided to sail 
for Boston for repaii*s. Sullivan was determined to fight, 
and advanced on the 29th of August against the enemy. 
His troops fought well, but after a sliaip contest were driven 
back. The retreat to the rtiain land was safely effected ; but 
the Americans felt, that if the French had co-operated with 
them, as promised, they could easily have driven the British 
from the island. 

The year was one of care and anxiety throughout Connecti- 
cut. The Legislature was almost constantly in session ; 
and besides the troops that were raised to recruit the general 
army, a lai'ge number of men were sent to defend the towns 
along the coast. Every thing in the ix)wer of the State was 
done to meet the expenses of the war, and do justice to her 
soldici*s ; but the depreciation of the Continental currency 
was already the cause of great suffering and loss. A Rev^- 
olutionary soldier, Elisha Mason, who died at Litchfield in 
1858, in the one-hundredth year of his age, often related the 
story of his experience after having been paid off in Conti- 
nental currency. After his discharge he started homeward 
from the Hudson. Having spent the night at Danbury, he 
Bttempted to settle his bill with the money he had Just re- 
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ceived for his army services. This was refused, although he 
offered bills to the amount of forty dollai*s for his food and 
lodgings. As his wages were but eight dollars a month, he 
thus proposed to give the amount he had received for five 
months for his keeping for a single night. Mr. Mason was 
finally compelled to pawn his rifle to satisfy the demands of 
the landlord. This incident of personal exi^nence illus- 
trates a form of loss and suffering that put the patriotism of 
the people to the severest test. 

Late in the autumn of 1778, General Putnam removed his 
army from White Plains and Peekskill, to Redding. While 
here, the soldiers suffered 
so much from the want of 
proper food and clothing, 
that some of the more 
restive spirits persuaded 
the Connecticut brigades 
to plan a march to Hart- 
fonl, and demand redress 
of the Legislature. They 
were actually under arms 

^ , , . CONTINENTAL MONBT. 

for tins purpose when 

Putnam galloixjd up to the camp. His earnest words soon 
brought them to their senses ; and when he gave orders 
for them to shoulder arms, and march to their regimental 
quarters, they obeyed promptly, and with good humor. 

In February, Governor Tryon, at the head of a strono: 
detachment of British soldiere, left his quarters at Kings- 
bridge, and marched for Horse Neck, intending to destroy 
the Salt Works in that neighborhood. Horse Neck was an 
out[)ost of Putnam's forces ; and the day Governor Tryon 
started on his mid, the Connecticut general chanced to be 
there. A scouting- party, sent out by Putnam, came in sight 
of the enemy at New Rochelle : they retired to Rye Nock, 
and here they were seen in the early morning, and attacked 
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by the British. Captain Watson, with his little band of 
thirty men, defended himself as best he could while retreating 
to Horae Neck. Putnam had here gathered what forces he 
could muster, and planted a cannon on the brow of the hill 
near the meeting-house. He held the enemy in check for 
some time with his solitary field-piece ; but finding that he 
was far outnumbered, he gave orders for his men to retire 
through a swamp, and form on a hill some distance away. 
Lingering until the enemy were close at hand, and finding 
himself almost surrounded, he gave spurs to his horse, and 
plunged at full gallop down a precipitous hill in front of him. 
This declivity was so steep that it was furnished with more 
than a hundred stone steps to accommodate those who 
climbed it. The British dragoons did not dare to follow. 
One of the shots that was fired at him, passed through his 
hat ; out he escaped safely, and soon rallied a body of militia, 
and returned to Horse Neck. Finding that the enemy were 
on the way back to New York, he started in pursuit, and 
succeeded in taking about fifty prisoners, besides an ammu- 
nition wagon, and a baggage wagon filled with plunder, 
which Putnam was able to restore to the rightful owners. 
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CHAPTER XXXV. 

177a-1779. 

THE SETTLEMENT OF WYOMING. 

IN the charter given by Charles II., the bounds of Con- 
necticut included all of the territory from Narragansett 
Bay to the Pacific. As the Dutch had before this taken 
possession of the territory of New York, Connecticut did 
not seek to establish any right to that country, but claimed 
the lauds lying west of it. A beautiful valley on the upper 
waters of the Susquehanna had attracted the admiration of 
adventurous exploi-ers ; and a company was formed to pur- 
chase and settle this spot, where Nature had been so lavish 
in her charms. A band of men from Connecticut visited 
the Wyoming Valley in 1762. They returned home, and the 
following spring brought their families with them. They 
were rejoicing in the fruits of an abundant harvest, when, 
on the 15th of October, they were startled by an Indian 
war-whoop. In the attack that followed, twenty men were 
killed and scalped. The rest of the settlers fled to the 
mountains, and after many hardships found their way back 
to Connecticut. In 1769 a much lai^er company started for 
Wyoming, having received special encouragement from the 
colonial authorities. By this time three officers with several 
men had taken possession of the valley, under a lease from 
the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, by which they agreed to 
establish an Indian, trading-house, and defend the country 
from foreign mtruders. This was the beginning of a conflict 
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of rights, which was not settled until 1786, when the dis- 
puted territory was given to Pennsylvania, and Connecticut 
received a valuable tract of land in Ohio that was afterwards 
known as the Connecticut Reserve. 

There were frequent encounters between the Pennsylvania 
authorities and the Connecticut settlers up to the time of the 
Revolution. When the war broke out, many of them enlisted 
in the ranks of the Continental anny. This left the settle- 
ments in a more defenceless condition ; but abundant harvests 
were gathered, and in the spring of 1778 a large amount of 
grain was furnished for the army. About this time it was 
rumored that the British and Indians were preparing to in- 
vade the valley. The news was confirmed in several ways, 
and the frightened settlers sent word to their friends in the 
army to return home at once. All but two of the commis- 
sioned officers from Wyoming resigned, and hastened home- 
ward to protect their families. Congress delayed to send 
help until it was too late. While the enemy were concen- 
trating their forces, the women and children fled from their 
homes to the rude forts that had been built at several points. 

The work of death soon commenced. A number of 
settlers in the upper part of the valley were murdered while 
laboring in their fields, and two of the forts in that neigh- 
borhood were given up. The brave sons and danghtci*s of 
Connecticut refused to surrender at the bidding of the British 
commander, and they determined to attack the enemy. On 
the 3d of July their little arm}', under Colonel Zebulon 
Butler, consisting of hardly more than three hundred [)er- 
sons, began their march up the river. The British rangers 
and their Indian allies at first pretended to retreat ; but as 
tiie villagers of Wyoming advanced, and opened fire, they 
were suddenly attacked by a party of savages in their rear, 
who sprang from their ambush, and threw them into con- 
fusion. A horrible massacre followed, and only about sixty 
of the brave band of Connecticut men escaped death. More 
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than one-half of all the able-bodied men in the valley had 
been killed. When the tidings of the terrible defeat reached 
their families, near at hand, many of the helpless women 
and children fled to the forests, and others sought refuge 
in Fort Wyoming. Pen cannot picture the suflTerings and 
sorrows of the heart-broken band of widowed mothers and 
their fatherless children, who found their way back to Con- 
necticut through the wilderness. In a single company, 
there were about a hundred women and children, with only 
one man to guide or aid them. Those who fled to the forts, 
after their sun-ender, were in many cases raurdei-ed with fiend- 
ish cruelties. Among the saddest incidents of these terrible 
days was the unnatural hate that made the Tory sympathizers, 
among the settlers, guilty of the most inhuman actions to- 
wards their neighbors and nearest relatives. 

It was not long before a fort was again built in the 
valley, and a few Connecticut families returned to their 
old homes. Again and again the Indian war-whoop startled 
them, as some fatal shot sped on its way. As the days 
went on, and life and property became more secure, the 
number of settlers increased. After the Revolution, the old 
controvei-sy between Connecticut and Pennsylvania broke out 
anew, and continued until the final decision that made the 
beautiful valley of Wyoming a part of the latter Common- 
wealth. The song and story that recall the tragedies of 
its early settlement will always associate its hills and vales 
with the history of Connecticut. 

Towards the close of 1 778 the most active movements of 
the war were taking place in the South. Colonel Campbell, 
in command of two thousand British troops, landed in Geor- 
gia, and captured Savannah. The colony again came under 
English rule ; but her borders were the scene of terrible civil 
strifes between the strong Tory class, and the brave patriots 
whose hearts and lives were consecrated to the cause of 
freedom. With the exception of New York, there was no 
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section where the Tory party was as powerful as in the 
South. They were to be found everywhere ; and some of 
the most bitter and violent lived within the bounds of Con- 
necticut, but the vigilant watch that was kept over them 
gave them little opportunity for mischief. The Connecticut 
Tories had a hard time in many ways, and the general feel- 
ing of the people against them was such that their lives and 
proi>erty were not always safe. In the South theu: number 
was so great that they often came into open conflict with 
their patriot neighbors. 

While the centre of the war had shifted a long way from 
New England, Connecticut was not left in peace. The raid 
which Governor Tryon made in the latter part of February, 
1779, as far as Horse Neck, was followed during the sum- 
mer by frequent incursions along the shores of the Sound. 
On the 5th of July the British fleet from New York cast 
anchor off West Haven, having on board some three thou- 
sand troops, in command of Tryon. About fifteen hundred 
of the force landed at sunrise, and marched towards New 
Haven. A little company of militia and citizens rallied, and 
stationed several field-pieces at the bridge leading to West 
Haven. They held their position with such determination 
that the British general decided to make a long circuit of 
several miles, and enter the town by the Derby road. They 
did not accomplish this without being harassed by a con- 
tinual fire from the militia. 

Meanwhile the other division of the British troops, com- 
manded by Governor Tryon, had landed on the east side of 
New-Haven Harbor. The fort at Black Rock was soon 
taken, but the little garrison of nineteen men made good their 
retreat. After the enemy entered the town, the soldiere 
robbed the inhabitants of every thing they could lay their 
hands upon. Some families lost nearly all their houses 
contained, and suffered for the want of food and clothing. 
Early on the following morning the enemy unexpectedly and 
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quietly withdrew to their boats, taking with them a number 
of citizens as prisoners. Twenty-seven Americans had been 
killed, and nineteen wounded. Among the citizens who 
joined the militia in their attempt to defend the town was 
the venerable Dr. Daggett, ex-President of Yale College. He 
was captured near Milford Hill, and treated in a most das- 
tardly manner. Having beaten and robbed him, he was 
driven at the point of the bayonets of insulting soldiers for 
several miles, until his strength was exhausted. 

From New Haven the British fleet sailed for Fairfield. 
They landed on the morning of the 8th of July, and, after 
plundering the village, kindled a conflagration before sun- 
down, that did not cease until most of the dwellings, 
churches, and other buildings, were burned to the ground. 
The crackling of the flames, mingled with the '^ cries of dis- 
tressed women and helpless children," made the night teni- 
ble. From Fairfield the British marched to Green's Farms, 
and destroyed a large amount of property. Crossing the 
Sound, the enemy remained in Huntington Bay until the 
11th of July. They then sailed for Norwalk, and destroyed 
the entire village, with the exception of a few houses belong- 
ing to Tories. Before this time Washington had learned 
of the raid along the defenceless coast of Connecticut ; and 
he directed General Parsons, then in command at the High- 
lands of the Hudson, to hasten thither. In command of a 
small body of Continental troops, and a considerable force 
of Connecticut militia, he reached Norwalk a few hours after 
the British had landed there. He was unable to prevent 
the destruction of the town, but harassed the enemy in 
many ways, who soon after returned to Huntington Bay, 
and from there returned to New York. 

On the 15th of July, General Anthony Wayne made a 
brilliant assault upon Stony Point, on the Hudson, and cap- 
tured the fort with five hundred men, besides cannon and 
supplies. The British had erected a fort at Lloyd's Neck, 
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on Long Island, and garrisoned it with about five hundred 
soldiers. Again and again companies from this foit had 
crossed over to the Coimecticut shore, and plundered de- 
fenceless homes. Major Tallmadge, honored with the 
special confidence of Washington, determined to destroy 
this stronghold of the enemy. On the night of the 5th of 
September he embarked near Stamford with a picked body 
of one hundred and thirty men. He reached Lloyd's Neck 
near midnight, and, quietly landing his men, made an Attack 
upon the fort, that took the garrison completely by surprise. 
They at once surrendered, and before morning were landed 
in Connecticut as prisonei-s of war. 

Washington planned an attack on New York, and called 
for twelve thousand militia from Connecticut. When this 
project was finally given up, the militia were disbanded, and 
the army, under the commander-in-chief, went into winter 
quarters at Morristowni N.J. During a brief interval of 
({uiet, in the autumn. General Putnam visited his home at 
Pomfret. In December he started to join the army. He 
was overtaken by illness, and compelled to stop when he 
reached Hartfoixl. The disability proved permanent; and 
from this time until his death, on the 19th of May, 1790, he 
was compelled to retire from active service. 

The personality of few men has filled as prominent a 
place in the history of Connecticut as that of Israel Putnam. 
Honest, brave, and generous in spirit, he was the embodi- 
ment of energy, and possessed a presence of mind fertile 
in expedients, that made him a grand leader in hazardous 
enterprises. II is brilliant military services during the French 
wars prei)ared liini to act the part he did in the battle of 
Bunker Hill. The exhausting labors of that day, no doubt, 
hastened disabilities, incident to advancing veal's, that made 
him less efficient in further active service. Honored and be- 
l«)ved, the closing years of his life were spent in the quiet of 
liis home, where he was often visited by old comrades in arms. 
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CHAPTER XXXVI. 

1780-1781. 

WASHINGTON AT HARTFORD AND WETHER8FIELD. 

THE year 1780 was one of great depression and anxiety to 
those who were at the head of American affairs. Sir 
Henry Clinton, with an anny of eight thousand men, sailed 
from New York, and after a stoimy passage reached Georgia 
in the latter part of January. Sending to New York for 
additional troops, he advanced towards Charleston, where Lin- 
coln was in command of the Continental army. The British 
fleet passed Fort Moultrie in safety, while Clinton attacked 
the city from the land side. On the 12th of May, Lincoln 
surrendered, and the town fell into the hands of the enemy. 
Clinton soon returned to New York, leaving the British army 
in command of Lord Cornwallis. At the North, there had 
been great suffering in the American camp during the winter, 
and the general outlook was dark and discouraging. The 
action of France brought new hope.* Early in July, Ad- 
miral de Ternay, with a squadron of ten ships-of-war, con- 
voying a detachment of about six thousand men in command 
of Rochambeau, arrived in the harbor of Newport. On the 
18th of September, Washnigton left his headquarters at 
Tappan on the Hudson for Hartford, attended by Lafayette 
and Hamilton. Here, in the presence of Governor Trum- 
bull and other officers, he held his first interview with the 
French geneml. The meeting was one of mutual satisfac- 
tion and pleasure. The progress of Washington through 
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Hie towns of CoDnecticut called out throngs of people who 
expressed their regard in every possible way. The chil- 
dren even pressed about him, and called him their father. 
Turning to the French aid who had accompanied him a day's 
journey on his return, he said, '' We may be beaten by the 
English in the field ; it is the lot of arms : but see there the 
army which they will never overcome.*' 

On reaching the Hudson, Washington repaired to West 
Point, and there learned of the treachery of Benedict Ar- 
nold. The story of the treason of this wretched man, and 
the capture and hanging of Andr^ as a spy, is one of the 
most familiar and tragic of Revolutionary times. Physi- 
cally courageous, and intellectually gifted, Arnold was un- 
principled, and cowardly at heart. The honorable service 
rendered in behalf of his country in the early part of the 
war, is lost in the dark record of shame and blood that has 
made his name a synonyme for all that is base and contempt- 
ible in human conduct. 

The capture of Charleston, the treason of Ai*nold, and a 
condition of affairs in the American camp that i-equired all of 
the wisdom and skill of Washington to keep the troops from 
breaking into open revolt, proved to be the darkness brood- 
ing over the horizon just before the morning of victory and 
deliverance. On the 2l8t of May Washington again came to 
Connecticut, and mot Rochambeau at Wethersfield, where 
they arranged the details of the campaign that ended in the 
surrender of Cornwallis at Yorktown. Before that victory 
was won, Connecticut suffered in a most distressing manner 
at the hands of the miserable traitor who had been born 
upon her soil. 

Arnold had been sent by Sir Henry Clinton to Virginia 
with a small body of British soldiers. Among other das- 
tardly acts, he burued the city of Richmond. Washington 
had arranged a plan by which he hoped to capture the inso- 
lent traitor. The advance of Cornwallis broke up this de- 



Digitized 



by Google 



1781.] ABNOLD ATTACKS NEW LONDON. 227 

sign, as the Eoglish general sent Arnold back to New York. 
Clinton ordered him to make an attack on New London. 
There is reason to believe that the work was undertaken at 
the suggestion of Arnold. His boyhood had been spent in 
the neighborhood, and he knew that the place was compara- 
tively defenceless. It was his purpose to enter the harbor 
in the night, and destroy the stores, merchandise, and ship- 
ping gathered there, before the militia could have time to 
rally. Owing to contrary winds, the British fleet did not 
reach the mouth of the Thames as soon as they expected ; 
and it was ten o'clock on the morning of the 6th of Septem- 
ber, before Arnold was able to land his troops. They were 
sent ashore in two divisions. Eight hundred were landed on 
the Groton side of the river, under command of Lieutenant- 
Colonel Eyre ; and nine hundred, led by Arnold, landed on 
the western, or New London, side. By this time the alarm 
had been given, and every possible preparation made to 
defend the town. While panic-stricken families were seeking 
shelter in the woods near at hand, an effort was made to 
save the shipping by cutting the vessels loose, and sending 
them up the river. For a time the wind and tide were ad- 
verse, but later in the day some of the most valuable ships 
were saved. 

Colonel Ledyard, in command of the forts, having done all 
in his power to call out the militia, and give the neighboring 
towns warning of the situation, decided to repair to Fort 
Griswold, and there make as strong a stand as he could 
against the enemy. As he started to cross the ferry at New 
London, he remarked to the friends who had gathered to 
wish him success, '^ If I must lose to-day honor or life, you, 
who know me, can tell which it will be." 

Arnold, after landing his troops near the lighthouse, 
marched at once in the direction of Fort Trumbull. This 
fortification was then but a rude and imperfect breastwork 
mounted with a few cannon. Following the orders of 
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Colonel Ledyard, the little garrison of twenty-three men, in 
command of Captain Shapley, did not attempt to defend the 
place against the detachment of soldiers that Arnold sent to 
dislodge them. Having fired a single volley, they spiked 
the guns ; and withdrawing in good order, they embarked in 
whale-boats, crossing the river so near the British ships that 
seven of their number were wounded by musket-shots from 
their decks. 

Arnold's progress was contested at two or three points by 
some skirmishing parties, but they could do but little ; and 
the traitor soon found himself in the streets of the beautiful 
and prosperous seaport village with which he had long been 
familiar. Almost in sight of his birthplace, and amid the 
scenes of boyhood memories, he gave oixiers to kindle a 
conflagration that soon reduced to ashes the most valuable 
part of the town. Before this he had received information 
that led him to suppose that Fort Griswold could be easily 
taken ; and he had sent a messenger to Colonel Eyre, order- 
ing him to march forward, and begin an attack. After en- 
tering New London, Arnold found that the fort held so 
strong a position that he sent another officer to counteimand 
his first order. The officer arrived a few minutes too late. 
For the second time Colonel Eyre had sent a flag and a 
summons for the surrender of the fort, with the added threat, 
that, if it became necessary to storm the works, " martial 
law should be put in force." 

'* We shall not surrender, let the consequences be what 
they may," was the answer of Colonel Ledyard. The enemy 
having formed in solid columns, under cover of the hills that 
protected them from the guns of the fort, moved forwaixi 
with a quick step. A small party of the garrison from the 
outside fired a single round at the approaching columns, and 
then retired within the fort. Colonel Ledyard gave orders that 
not a gun should be fired until the enemy were at close range. 
The first shot did such execution, followed, as it was, by 
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volley after volley, that the British officers, with great dif- 
ficulty, were able to rally their men. Colonel Eyre was 
seriously wounded, and carried from the field. Major Mont- 
gomery, at the head of his detachment, gained the redoubt 
on the east side of the fort, and, liaving taken possession of 
the ditch, attempted to ascend the rampavt. This was quite 
high, and strongly guarded by projecting pickets. The only 
way the soldiers could get up, was by climbing upon each 
other's shoulders, and then wrench away the pickets, or 



OROTON MONUMENT. 



struggle up between them. No sooner was a liead tlmist 
above the rampart, than it became a target for some musket 
within the fort. In spite of the deadly fire, the enemy finally 
succeeded in gaining the rampart, and silencing the gun that 
swept its heights. They now sought to enter the fort with 
fixed bayonets, but were met by the main body of the garri- 
son, some of whom were armed with long, sharp spears, with 
which they fought desperately. Unaccustomed to this sort 
of weapon, the British soldiers hesitated to advance, until 
Major Montgomery threw himself at the front, and urged them 
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on. At this momeut he was mortally wounded by a spear- 
thrust ; and his enraged men, with hoarse cries of vengeance, 
rushed forward. The little band of patriots were unable to 
resist their overpowering numbers. They swept every thing 
before them, and, quickly forcing the gate, crowded within 
the fort, uttering yells of exultation. 

As soon as the enemy had broken down the gate. Colonel 
Ledyard saw that further resistance was useless, and ordered 
his men to' throw down their arms. They obeyed ; but the 
British still continued to fire upon them fix>m the ramparts, 
while others were stabbeil with bayonets. Captain Shapley 
and his little company, ignorant of the surrender, still held 
the south-west bastion. The British now turned the cannon 
of the north bastion upon them. Few escaped the murder- 
ous fire. The south gate was now open ; and, as the other 
division of the British force marched in, they fired by pla- 
toons upon the unresisting garrison. *' Who commands this 
fort? *' called out the British officer now in command. " I 
did, sir; but you do now," said the gallant Ledyard, as he 
advanced, and presented his sword. The brutal officer no 
sooner received it, than he plunged it into his breast. Colo- 
nel Ledyard fell on his face, and instantly expired. Those of 
the gan'ison who witnessed this horrible murder saw that 
they need not look for quarter. Rallying about the body of 
their dead commander, they fought until one of the British 
officer, sickened by the terrible carnage, cried out, " Stop! 
stop ! my soul cannot bear such destruction.** 

Eighty-five men lay dead in the fort; and of the sixty 
wounded, only a few survived. Having hastily buried their 
dead, and removed their wounded to a place of safety, the 
British prepared to blow up the fort. Before firing the 
train, they carried some of the most severely wounded among 
the Americans \x\x>n boards, and placed them in an ammuni- 
tion wagon, and ordered a company of twenty men to draw 
them down lo the shore. The hill was so steep that the 
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loaded wagon aoon gained a momentum beyond the control 
of the soldiers. Dashmg down with increasing speed among 
the rocks and other obstructions, it finally struck the trunk 
of an apple-tree near the river's edge. Some of the wounded 
men were instantly killed by the shock, and all were more or 
less injured. 

The village of Groton was set on fire before the enemy 
embarked at sunset, but they waited in vain for the explo- 
sion that was to demolish the fort. They had laid the train 
carefully ; but it was extinguished by Major Peters, who 
rushed into the fort as soon as the Bntish left. 



1 Silas Dvanb, a native of ConnwOA- 
cat and a graduate of Tale College, waa 
aasociated %Tith Benjamin Franklin on 
tl>e committee wliich negotiated the 
Treaty of Peace witli France, lie was a 
man of brilliant qualities of mind, and 
did a service for h\B country in bringing 
to a conclusion diflScnlt negotiations that 
for various reasons met with scant rec- 
ognition. Through the misoonduct of 



other parUea with whom lie was unfor- 
tunately connected, be was recalled from 
Europe, and lield responsible for tlieir 
acts. After a vain attempt to recover 
Ills poslUon, and embittered at the wrongs 
tie felt lie iiad suffered, he returned to 
Europe, wliere he died In poverty. In 
the light of history, the name of Bilas 
Deane Is revealed as that of a gifted 
statesman, but unfortunate man. 
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CHAPTER XXXVn. 

1781-1799. 

CONNECTICUT AT THE CLOSE OF THE REVOLUTION. 

SCARCELY a month had passed, after the burning of New 
Loudon, and the massacre of the brave defenders of Fort 
Griswold, when events occurred that brought the wai* to a 
close, and secured the independence of the United States. 
The successes of Lord Cornwallis in the South were checked 
by the movements of the American army, under command 
of General Greene. Compelled to fall back on Virginia, 
Corawallis intrenched his forces at Yorktown. Washington 
saw his opportunity, and hastened to strike the decisive 
blow. The French fleet api^ared at the mouth of the Chesa- 
peake Bay at the same time Washington, by rapid marches, 
arrived in front of Yorktown. Cornwallis found himself 
hemmcil in on every side. Escape was impossible ; and, on 
the 18th of September, seven thousand British soldiera laid 
down their arms. This victory virtually ended the war. For 
a year or more, there was some fighting in the South ; and 
the cities of New York, Charleston, and Savannah remained 
in the hands of the enemy. On the 3d of Septeml)er, 1783, 
a treaty was made at Paris, between the English and Amer- 
ican commissioners, by which the independence of the col- 
onies was acknowledged, and the United States of America 
became a nation. 

Early in November the Revolutionary army was disbanded. 
In proportion to her iwpulation, Connecticut had furnished 
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more men in the great struggle for independence than any 
other colony. Massachusetts alone sent a larger number 
into the field. Among the noble men who stood at the head 
of military and civil affairs in Connecticut during the Revo- 
lution, the name of Jonathan Trumbull will always be fore- 
most. The intimate friend of Washington, he proved 



TBUMBULL BOU9B AMD OLD WAB-OPPICK, LBBAMON. 

eminently worthy of the honor that was placed upon him, as 
the governor of the State for a i^eriod of thirteen years. At 
the close of the war, he asked to be relieved of the burden 
and care of official duties, and retired to his ancestral home 
in Lebanon, where he died, August 17, 1785. 

The character of Governor Trumbull was of the noblest 
type. Profoundly religious in sentiment and feeling, liis 
moral convictions were strong and dear. Under the enlight- 
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eument of Divine truth, he sought to have a conscience void 
of offence towards God and man. He cherished the prin- 
ciples of civil and religious liberty received from his fathers, 
and upheld them with unfaltering loyalty and courage. His 
vision was clear and far-reachuig, and at the same time calm 
and steadfast. The words and opinions he expressed, before 
the breaking out of the war of the Revolution, proved pro- 
phetic ; and in the darkest hour of the struggle for freedom, 
he was undismayed and hopeful. Grave in manner, but 
gentle and courteous in all the relations of life, he won the. 
love of his fellow-men, and held their respect and confidence 
by his moral courage and discriminating judgment. Blest 
with a vigorous constitution, he toiled unceasingly. There 
was no sacrifice too great for him to make in behalf of the 
cause of freedom. Every other purix)se and ambition was 
subsei*vient to the spiiit of patriotism, that burned with a 
pure and holy flame in his bosom. 

The relations of Governor Trumbull and Washington were 
those of close and intimate friendship. Washington leaned 
upon him as his right arm. " Let us consult Brother Jona- 
than,'' he would say, when any difficult matter was under 
consideration. The remark became so common, that, in a 
spirit of pleasant appreciation of the Connecticut governor, 
he would playfully say, when referring any matter to Con- 
gress, ''Let us consult Brother Jonathan;" and it was in 
this way the nation itself, in familiar phrase, was named 
''Brother Jonathan.*' 

In the darkest period of the Revolution, Trumbull never 
lost hope for a moment. He believed that it was the will of 
God that the colonies should gain their independence ; and 
ni that faith, he found strength in every hour of adversity. 
At a time when the war was drawing to a close, he writes, 
*'In a series of marvellous occurrences during the present 
war, he must be blind who doth not see the divine ordering 
thereof." 
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In the autumn of 1784 the venerable governor of Connec- 
ticut, rejoicing in the victory that had given peace and liberty 
to a new nation, asked the i)eople to release him from further 
service. For more tlian fifty years he had been in public 
life. In a touching farewell address to the Legislature, he 
said, ^'Contemplating with pleasing wonder and satisfaction, 
at the close of an arduous contest, the noble and enlargeil 
scenes which now present themselves to my country's view, 



TBUMBULL TOMB, LBBANON. 

and reflecting at the same time on my advanced stage of 
life, — a life worn out, almost, in the constant cares of office, 
— I think it my duty to retire from the busy concern of 
public affairs, that, at the evening of my days, I may sweeten 
their decline, by devoting myself with less avocation, and 
more attention to the duties of religion, the service of my 
God, and preparation for a future and happier state of exist- 
ence ; in which pleasing employment I shall not cease to 
remember my counti-y, and to make it my ardent prayer that 
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Heaven will not fail to bless her with its choicest favors.** 
In this farewell address, he urged upon the people the neces- 
sity of granting to the National Government clearly defined 
powers, sufficient for all the purposes of that union that 
could alone assui-e their strength and happiness. The few 
months of life that still remained to this beloved and honored 
sei*vant of the i)eople were si>eut in congenial employments 
at his home in Lebanon. His death was universally la- 
mented; and Washington, in a letter to his son,^ said, ''A 
long and well-spent life in the service of his country places 
Governor Trumbull among the first of patriots. ' ' At the close 
of the Revolution, it was soon evident that a stronger govern- 
ment was necessary than the league formed by the colonies 
in 1777, and under which they had acted during the war.^ A 
convention was called, to meet in the State House at Phila- 
delphia, m May, 1787. The delegates api)ointed from Con- 
necticut were William S. Johnson,' Oliver Ellsworth,* and 
Roger Sherman. The convention was presided over by Gen- 
eral Washington ; and among the gifted men who took active 
pait in the im|X)rtant deliberations, few exerted a greater in- 
fluence by their counsel than the representatives from Con- 
necticut. They were the earnest advocates of a federal, as 
opposed to a more concentrated and central, form of govern- 
ment. After long, and often exciting, debates, the present 
Constitution was adopted on Sept. 17, 1787. Although it 
" has proved, in its working, a masterpiece of iwlitical wis- 
dom," it met with much opposition befoi-e it was accepted 
by all of the States. 

Connecticut was among the first to ratify the Constitution. 
At a convention which met in Hartford, Jan. 3, 1788, Oliver 
Ellsworth oi)eued the debate with an address of gi-eat 
ability ; and on the 9th of January the Constitution was 
accepted b}' an overwhelming majority.* Before the close of 
the year 1788, thirteen of the States had agreed to it, and it 
went into effect. George Washington was chosen the first 
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President of the Republic, and John Adams as Vice-Presi- 
dent. The conduct of public affairs was attended with 
many difficulties. The debts incurred during the war pressed 
heavily upon the people, and it was some 
time before the relations of the Govern- 
ment with the leading nations of Europe 
wore satisfactorily adjusted. The In- 
dians were still troublesome upon the 
frontier, and American ships suffered 
from the attacks of pirates from the 
coast of North Africa. 

Gradually affairs changed for the bet- 
ter, and Connecticut rejoiced with her 

. . t.a * • .1 1 ^1 If OLIVBR ELLSWORTH. 

sLster States m the dawn of days of re- 
newed prosperity and peaceful industry.* New towns were 
organized, laws passed for the encouragement of manufac- 
tures, and arrangements made for the sale of the Western 
lands that had been reserved by the State in their cession 
to the United States. These lands were situated in the 
northern part of the present State of 
Ohio, and contained about three and 
a half millions of acres. In 1792 the 
Legislature granted five hundred thou- 
sand acres of the western part of this 
tract to citizens of Danbury, Fairfield, 
Norwalk, New London, and Groton, 
to indemnify them for the loss of 
property caused by the burning of 
the towns at the hands of the British 
during the Revolution. The rest of 

REV. 8AMUBL 8EABURY, D.D. , . » , . ^ -rx .- i. i 

this tract was sold m 1 /95, for twelve 
hundred thousand dollars ; and the Legislature directed that 
it should l>e held as a permanent fund, the interest of which 
should be annually distributed among the several school- 
societies of the State, according to the list of voters and 
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the taxable property in each.*^ Under careful management, 
this fund has increased until it is now more than two millions 
of dollars. 

The people of Connecticut were ardent admirers of 
Washington, and in sympathy with the principles and policy 
which he represented. Party spirit ran high throughout the 
States ; and upon the retirement of Washington, at the close 
of his second term, John Adams was elected President, by a 
small majority, over Thomas Jefferson, the leader of the 
paily that then had but a small following in Connecticut. 
After Adams had been President but a short time, France 
refused to receive the ambassadors sent by the United States. 
The war-cloud passed, and a treaty was made with Napoleon 
Bonaparte in 1800. The death of Washington (Dec. 14, 
1799) caused a feeling of universal sorrow, and commem- 
orative services were held in every part of Connecticut. 



• Jonathan Trumbull (son of the 
governor) tva« bom In Lebanon, March 
26, 1740, and graduated at Harvard Col- 
lege in 1750. During the Revolution, 
unti! 1778, he was a payniastcr in the 
army, and was then appointed secretary 
and first aid to Washington, in whose 
family he remained till the close of the 
war. Ho was chosen a member of Con- 
gress in 1780, and elected Speaker of that 
body In 1701. He represented the State 
in the Senate for one year, and from 
1708 until his death (Aug. 7, 1800) was 
governor of the State. 

s Congress requested the eight 
Stales north of Maryland to convene at 
New Haven In January, 1778. Their 
deliberations only showed how difficult 
were the questions to be solved. At the 
instance of Massachusetts, a convention 
was held In Hartford in 1780, which ad- 
vised a convention of all of the States 
at Philadelphia, and also suggested an 
Impost as a source of revenue. In the 
letter written by Governor Trumbull at 
the close of his official service (1784), he 



called earnest attention to the views 
expressed by Washington in his Fare- 
well Address, and urged ** that the grant 
to the Federal Constitution of powers 
clearly defined, ascertained, and under- 
stood, and sufficient for all the great 
purposes of union, could alone lead from 
the danger of anarchy to national hap- 
piness and glory.** The Legislature, in 
1784, favored the impost on commerce; 
and Noah Webster, then living at Hart- 
ford, wrote an article, in whiob be said 
that provincial attachments should be 
made subordinate *' to the general inter- 
est of the continent : as a citizen of the 
American empire, every individual has 
a national interest far superior to all 
others." " The wide-spread movementa 
of 1786 for the issue of paper money," 
says Bancroft, " never prevailed in Con- 
necticut. The people, as they were 
frugal, industrious, and honest, dwelt 
together In peace, while other States 
were rent by faction.** 

* William Bamubl Johnson waa 
bom at Stratford, Oct. 7, 1727, and grada- 
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atod at Tale College in 1744. He waA 
frequently elected representative to the 
General Anembly, and was a member of 
the 8tamp-Act Congress in 1765. Tic 
was in England In 1766 as the agent of 
the colony, and remained there until 
1771. After his return he was chosen 
one of the judges of the superior court. 
During the war he held a conservative 
position. In 1787 be was elcctiHl a 
United-States senator, and the same year 
was chosen president of Columbia Col- 
lege. He held this position until 1800, 
when be retired to Stratford, where ho 
died, Nov. 14, 1819. 

* Olivbr Ellsworth was bom in 
Windsor, April 29, 1745. Graduating at 
Princeton College in 1766, ho began the 
practice of law at Hartford, llapidly 
gaining distinguished eminence in his 
chosen profession, he was elected a dele- 
gate to Congrew in 1777, and in 17S4 
was appointed a judge of the Superior 
Court of Connecticut. He took a prom- 
inent part in the conyention that framed 
the Constitution of the United Stotes, 
and, on the organization of the Govern- 
ment, was elected a member of the Sen- 
ate. In 1796 Washington nominated 
blm to bo Chief Justice of the Supreme 
Court of the United States. Having 
discharged the duties of this high office 
for five years, with great ability, he ac- 
cepted the appointment of Minister to 
France. The decline of his health com- 
pelled him to return home, but he was 
again honored with a seat in the councils 
of his native State. He was appointed 
Chief Justice of the Superior Court, but 
declined the office, and soon after died, 
Nov. 26, 1807. Judge Ellsworth was a 
man of rare accomplishments and emi- 
nent legal ability, and his life and char- 
acter that of an exemplary Christian. 

» " Connecticut was the first of the 
New-England SUtes that ratified the 
new Constitution. Two of its delegates 
to the National Convention (Roger Sher- 
man and Oliver Ellsworth) sent Sept. 
25, 1787, a copy of the Constitution to 



Samuel Huntington, then governor of 
the State, who was its zealous friend. 
At the middle of October the I^egisla- 
lature called a State Convention, to 
which were elected men of the highest 
standing in the Commonwealth, — legis- 
lators, judges, clergymen, etc. The 
Convention assembled in the State House 
at Hartford, and Immediately adjourned 
to the North Meeting-house, where the 
Constitution was read in the presence of 
a multitude of people, and debated, sec- 
tion by section, with open doors. No 
vote was taken until the whole had been 
thus read and debated. When, on theOtb 
of January, 1788, a vote was taken, one 
hundred and twenty -eight spoke for the 
Constitution, and only forty against it, — 
a majority of more than three to one. 
The decision was received with delight 
by the people'* (Benson J. Lossing). 

As soon as peace was restored, the 
Episcopal clergy of Connecticut and 
New York held a meeting in that city, 
and on the 21st of April, 1783, made 
unanimous choice of Samuel Seabury, 
D.D., as the first bishop of the diocese 
of Connecticut and Rhode Island. Dr. 
Seabury was descended from an old 
colonial family, and, after graduating at 
Yale College, studied theology in Eng- 
land, and was ordained by the Bishop of 
London In 1753. After his election as 
Bishop of Connecticut, he sailed for 
England. The fact that it was necessary 
that a candidate for Episcopal conse- 
cration should take the oath of allegiance 
to the king, and, of obedience to the 
Archbishop of Canterbury, interposed 
serious difficulties. With the advice of 
the clergy, Dr. Seabury sought in Scot- 
land the consecration denied him In 
England. The ceremony took place at 
Aberdeen, Nov. 14, 1784. Bishop Seabury 
died in New London, Feb. 25, 1790. 

' Since 1820 the income of the fund 
has been divided among the towns ac- 
cording to the number of children in each 
between four and sixteen years of age. 
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CHAPTER XXXVm. 
1800-1817. 

CONNECTICUT AT THE DAWN OF THE NINETEENTH 
CENTURY. 

THE population of Connecticut in 1800 was two hundred 
and fifty-one thousand. Hartford, New Haven, New 
London, Norwich, and Middletown had been incorporated 
as cities in 1784. At that time New Haven was a scattered 
village of a little over three thousand inhabitants. The 
public square, that has long been the pride of the city, was 
unfenced, and crossed and recrossed by wagon-ruts, and 
overgrown with bushes and weeds. The most elegant part 
of the city was at the edge of the harbor ; and it was thought 
doubtful if the streets would ever be paved, on account of 
the great expense. The population of Hartford, as late as 
1810, was only about four thousand. Commerce was the 
main source of its wealth, derived, to a great extent, from 
its trade with the West Indies. 

Thomas Jeflfei-son was elected President in 1800, and served 
two terms (1801-1809) . He was the leader of the party that 
sympathized with France rather than England in the war 
between those nations. Both nations had forbidden all trade 
with the other, and claimed the right to seize any vessels 
engaged in such trade. The result was that American ves- 
sels were liable to be captured, and their crews imprisoned. 
More than this, the English claimed the right to search 
American vessels to discover if there were any British sea- 



Digitized 



by Google 



1812.] WAR DECLARED. 241 

men on board, and take them if foand. The feeling against 
England was intense, and in 1807 Congress decided to cut 
off all trade with that country. For this purpose an '' em- 
bargo" was laid which forbade American vessels leaving 
American ports. This Act met with bitter opposition from 
the authorities of Connecticut. They felt that the remedy 
applied in this ease was worse than the disease. ^'We 
maintain,'' they said, in resolutions passed by the Assem- 
bly, '' that the right freely to navigate the ocean, was, like 
our soil, transmitted to us as an inheritance from our fore- 
fathers ; and the enjoyment of this right is secured to us, as 
a free and sovereign State, by the plighted faith of the 
United States." 

The continuance of the "embargo" was ruinous to the 
commercial interests of the State. The distress was so great, 
and the sense of unjust treatment so keen, that the Assem- 
bly felt called upon to advise a spirit of patience, in the 
" hope that the General Government would soon abandon a 
course of measures so distressing to individuals, so debasing 
to the national spirit and character, and so inefficacious for the 
protection of the rights and honors of the United States." 

On the 18th of June, 1812, the United States declared war 
against Great Britain. The people of Connecticut looked 
u[)on the war as unnecessary, and were not slow in express- 
ing their opinion in regard to the matter. As a State, they 
were still acting under the old colonial charter ; and it seemed 
l)ut natural, that, as the men of an earlier generation con- 
tended for their lights against the usurpations of royal autiior- 
ity, they should again assert those rights, which they thoup^ht 
were endangered by the action of the national authorities. 

Now that war was declared, the Assembly, Imving uttered 
its protest, authorizecl the quartermaster-general to purchase 
*' additional arras and artillery." Two regiments of in- 
fantry and other troops were ordered to be raised, subject 
only to the order of the commander-in-chief of the militia. 
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This led to a serious diflference with the National Gk)vernment 
iu answering the call for troops to be under the command of 
officers of the regular army. Grovemor Griswold * declined 
to comply with this call, and his action was approved by the 
Assembly. 

The Government at Washington did little to protect the 
seacoast of Coimecticut; and the defence of the property, 
both of the United States and of the Commonwealth, de- 
volved upon the militia, who responded with alacrity to the 
summons that again and again required their service. 
Lieutenant-Governor John Cotton Smith* was elected, in 
1813, to fill the place made vacant by the death of Gov- 
ernor Griswold. During the year the coast was blockaded 
for some time by British ships-of-war cruising in the vicinity 
of New London. 

In June two United-States frigates and a sloop-of-war, in 
attempting to reach the sea by way of Long-Island Somid, 
were turned back by tlic British squadron, and sought refuge 
in New-London Harbor. It was thought that the enemy 
might follow them ; and, fearing lest an attempt would be 
made to capture the shipping in the harbor, they were 
taken several miles up the Thames River, and a lai^e body 
of militia stationed in the city, and other available |x>ints, 
in command of General Williams. 

On the evening of April 7, 1H14, two or three ships of 
the blockading squadron anchored at the mouth of the 
Connecticut. The old fort at Saybrook Point was without 
a garrison, and the oneniy met no opposition in sending 
two launches and four barges up as far as the present 
village of Essex. Wind and tide were against them, and 
they did not reach their destination until almost morning. 
Warning of their approach had hardly been given when a 
party of marines came ashore, and, breaking open stores 
and houses in search of ammunition, set fire to a large 
amount of valuable shipping. 
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Before noon they started for Saybropk ; but by this time 
a considerable body of militia had gathered on a neighbor- 
ing height, and did the best they could to impede their 
prepress by the fire of a few small pieces of artillery. 
Previous to this attack, the attention of the war depart- 
ment had been called to the necessity of placing a garri- 
son in the fort at Saybrook ; and it was felt that the 
neglect to do so had resulted in the serious loss of prop- 
erty sustained at that time. In answer to the call of the 
President, in the summer of 1814, for the organization of 
a large body of troops, to be held in readiness for imme- 
diate service, Connecticut enlisted her quota of three thou- 
sand men, and stationed them at points within her borders 
most exposed to danger. 

On the 9th of August two British frigates, a bomb-ship, 
and brig appeared off the harbor of Stonington. Com- 
modore Hardy sent word to the town officers that he pro- 
posed to open fire, and destroy the place, after allowing one 
hour for the removal of the inhabitants and their effects. 
The fort on the Point was at once occupied by a little party 
of volunteers; and other militia companies were stationed 
at different places on the shore, where breastworks had 
been thrown up. Word was sent of the impending attack 
to General Cushing at New London, but he thought it was 
only an attempt to draw off his forces from Fort Griswold ; 
and he ordered a single regiment to march to Stonington, 
while he strengthened his own position. 

The bombardment commenced early in the evening, and 
was continued until midnight, but did very little injury. At 
daylight of the following morning the barges from the ships 
drew up on the east side of the village, and commenced 
firing rockets at the buildings. The Stonington volunteers 
dragged one of their guns into position, and, after sinking 
one of the barges, compelled the others to retire. About 
sunrise the bomb-ship ''Terror" and the brig-of-war again 



Digitized 



by Google 



244 HISTORY OP CONNECTICUT. [l814. 

commenced throwing shells into the town, and discharging 
rockets. 

The militia did not desert their post, but gallantly manned 
their guns, while others extinguished the fires that were 
kindled b}' the rockets. Their ammunition was soon ex- 
hausted, and they had to wait until a fresh supply came from 
New London. The powder arrived before noon ; and, again 
nailing their coloi*s to the staff, they opened fire from the fort 
with such effect, that the brig, to avoid being sunk, cut her 
cables, and retired. 

After continuing the bombardment until the third day. 
Commodore Hardy sent a flag on shore. He promised that 
if Mrs. Stewart, the wife of the British consul at New 
London, should be sent on board his ship, and a pledge given 
that no more torpedoes would be set afloat to annoy his ves- 
sels, he would cease firing on the town. A curt reply was 
returned, that they asked no favors of him beyond what the 
rules of honorable warfare required. The shi}^ again opened 
the bombardment, and continued it until the next day, when 
they set sail for their old quarters off New London. A large 
amount of property was injured and destroyed, but not a 
single life was lost during the attack. 

Massachusetts was no less anxious and alarmed than Con- 
necticut at the defenceless condition of her seacoast. A 
letter was prepared, and sent through her authorities, both to 
Connecticut and Rhode Island, asking them to appoint dele- 
gates to meet with those of other States to deliberate upon 
the dangers that threatened them in connection with the war. 
The object of tliis gathering was "to devise, if practicable, 
means of security and defence which may be consistent with 
the preservation of our resources from total ruin, and 
adapted to our local situation, mutual relations and habits, 
and not repugnant to our obligations as members of the 
Union." 

The Legislature was in session when this letter was re- 
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ceived. It met with a cordial response on the part of the 
most able members of that body, and led to the call of 
the famous convention which met at Hartford, Dec. 15, 1814. 
The seven delegates who represented Connecticut were men 
eminent in ability and character.' In the partisan excitement 
of the times, their motives were misconstrued, and their 
loyalty to the Union called in question. 

There is no doubt that they were earnestly opposed to the 
war, but their action was prompted by the belief that the fail- 
ure of the Government to provide for the protection of the 
New-England seacoast made it necessary for them to devise 
plans for their mutual safety. The charge of disloyalty is 
fully met by the frequent assertion on their part that they 
desired to recommend only such measures for the safety and 
welfare of the States they represented as were ''consist- 
ent with their obligations as members of the national 
Union.'* 

In January, 1815, a special session of the Legislature was 
called by the governor. His excellency was requested to 
appoint two commissioners, who should at once proceed to 
Washington, and seek from the Government authority by 
which Connecticut might provide for the defence of her own 
territory, and that a part of the taxes might be used for 
this purpose. Tidings of peace soon after put an end to 
the questions that had so seriously distracted the minds of the 
people. The Hartford Convention had been composed of 
Federalists ; and the general feeling of alarm throughout the 
country, which that meeting caused, did very much to break 
up the Federal party. 



> RooxB Oribvold was Uie sod of tative to OoDgroM. ProBldent Adams 

Governor Matthew Griswold. Born in nominated him to be secretary of war in 

Lyme, May 21, 1702, he graduated at bis cabinet, but he declined the posiUon. 

Yale College in the class of 1780. Hav. In 1807 he was appointed a judge of the 

Ing acquired a high reputation as an ad- Superior Court, and In 1811 was elected 

▼ocate at the bar, he was elected, when governor of the State. His administra- 

bat thirty -two years of age, a represen- Uon was cut sliort by his lUness and 
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death, which occorred at Norwich in school, a ripe Bcbolar, and a deroted 
October, 1812. Christian. His later years were occupied 
* John Cotton Smith was born in in the care of his ancestral acres in the 
Sharon, 1765, and graduated at Tale, town of Sharon, and dispensing the hos- 
1783. He was for several years a repre- pitalitles of his beautif al home, 
seutative of Connecticut In Congress, * Thb delegates from Connecticnt 
and was appointed judge of the Supreme were Cliauncey Goodrich, John Tread- 
Court, 1809 ; lieutenant-governor in the well, James Hllihouse, Zephaniah Swift, 
same year, and governor 1813-18. Gov- Nattmniel Smith, Calvin Goddard, and 
ernor Smith was a gentleman of the old Roger Minot Sherman. 
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CHAPTER XXXIX. 

1818-1860. 

ADOPTION OF THE PRESENT CONSTITUTION OF CONNECTICUT. -THE GROWTH 
OF PHIUNTHROPIC ENTERPRISES. - TEMPERANCE. - THE ANTI- SLAVERY 
AGITATION. 

CONNECTICUT continued to conduct its affairs under the 
charter of 1662, even after it became one of the States 
of the Federal Union. Civil and ecclesiastical forms and in- 
stitutions had been developed and fostered by its provisions 
that were very dear to most of the people. In time, how- 
everj a strong feeling was aroused against some of the old 
methods of conducting afifairs. 

From the founding of the Commonwealth, Congregational 
churches had been formed in every town, and were a part of 
their organic life. These churches were directly favored by 
legislation, and every voter was taxed for their support. 
With the increase of the number and influence of those who 
preferred to connect themselves with other denominations, 
the sentiment gained in strength that all sects should be put 
upon a footing of equality before the law. This, in connec- 
tion with questions of public policy that were agitated during 
the war of 1812, kindled a fierce flame of controversy. The 
triumph of the party that desired a change was followed by 
the adoption of the present constitution in 1818. This con- 
stitution enacts that " no preference shall be given by law to 
any Christian sect, or mode of worship." Provision is made 
for the election and appointment of distinct legislative, ex- 
ecutive, and judicial ofllcers. The governor must be thirty 
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years of age or over, and is chosen biennially. His veto 
may be overcome by a majority in each House. Tlie Legis- 
lature consists of a Senate of twenty-four members, and a 
House of Representatives according to towns. Every town 
iucori^orated before 1785, and since 1874 if of ^\e thou- 
sand inhabitants, has two members, and every other town 
one. All elections are by ballot, and every voter must be 
able to read any article of the United-States Constitution. 
The judicial power is vested in the following courts: a 
supreme court of errors, consisting of a chief and four asso- 
ciates ; a superior court, consisting of six judges, together 
with tlie five of the court of errors. These are all chosen by 
the Assembly for eight years, and become disqualified after 
the age of seventy. Tiiere are inferior couiis in certain 
cities and boroughs, with judges chosen biennially by the 
Assembly.^ In 1873 Haitford was made the sole capital. 

The early i^ecords of Connecticut bear testimony to the 
spirit of Christian philanthix)py that dwelt in the hearts of 
the people. Unceasing efforts were put forth to Christian- 
ize and educate the Indians.^ The worthy iK)or were never 
allowed to suffer, and every possible provision was made for 
those disabled in body and mind. It is not strange, there- 
fore, that, in the humanitarian and missionary movements 
that sprung up in the early part of this century, some of the 
most fruitful philanthropic and Ciiristian enterprises of modern 
times should have fii-st been organized on Connecticut soil.' 

The American Asylum at Hartford, for the education and 
instruction of the deaf and dumb, was the first institution of 
the kind oi^ened in the United States. The story of its 
founding begins in the home of Dr. Cogswell, an eminent 
physician of Hartford. A deaf-mute little girl in his family, 
by her sad disability, joined as it was with a lovable dispo- 
sition and interesting character, called forth the tender solici- 
tude and sympathy of a large circle of friends. 
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Among them was the Rev. T. H. Gallaudet. He found 
that there were others suffering in the same way, and his 
heart and mind became deeply interested in their welfare. 
Ah-eady general interest had been aroused to such an extent 
that it was decided to establish a school, and send some one 
abroad to acquire the ail of teaching deaf-mutes. Dr. 
Gallaudet was selected for tliis work. In May, 1816, the in- 
stitution was incorix>rated by the Legislature with an appro- 



AHERICAN ASYLUM FOB TUB DEAF AND DUMB. 

priation of five thousand dollai-s. Dr. Gallaudet returned to 
America in August of the same year, accompanied by Laurent 
Clerc, a deaf-mute pupil of the Abb^ Sicard. Both individuals 
and churches responded liberally to the appeal for funds to 
carry on the school. Within a few years all of the New-Eng- 
land States made arrangements for the instruction of their in- 
digent deaf-mutes at Hartfoixl ; aud in 1819 Congress voted 
a grant to the institution of lands, the sale of which formed 
a fund of over three hundred thousand dollars. The reconl 
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of the institation under Dr. Gallaiidet and his saccessors has 
been one of eminent usefulness and success. The school 
now has a corps of fifteen trained and experienced teachers, 
who are qualified to employ the best methods in use io 
teaching deaf-mutes. Two devote their time to instruction 
in ai-ticulation and lip-reading. The basis of instruction, 
however, is the sign-language, which long experience has 
proved to be the most rapid and sure means of impart- 
ing instruction to all deaf-mutes, and the only means by 
which a large part of them can be reached. Articulation 
and lip-reading are taught to such pupils as show aptness 
in acquiring them. The income of the institution, in con- 
nection with the provisions made by the State, enables the 
children of the poorest parents to avail themselves of its 
blessings. 

During recent years the State has opened the doors of the 
noble Asylum for the Insane at Middletown, and the Reform 
School for Boys at Merideu, and the Industrial School for Girls 
at Middletown, giving evidence of the care which the people 
of Connecticut are ready to give those in disti'ess and need 
of help. 

The sale and use of intoxicating drink was the source of 
trouble from the founding of the colony. Drunkenness was 
a crime punished at the disci-etion of the court by stocking, 
fining, or, more generally, whipping. Laws were passed for- 
bidding sales to incapable or irresponsible [)ersons, as Indi- 
ans, minors, and drunkards. Such a resort as the modern 
liquor-saloon was unknown. Tavern-keepers were allowed 
to sell to their guests, and the inhabitants of the town might 
buy liquor of them for use elsewhere ; but they were forbidden 
to '* sit drinking and tippling " in these public-houses. The 
number of taverns was limited to the needs of travel, and 
there was seldom more than one or two in a village. 

At the time of the Revolution, and for many years after- 
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wards, the usages of society permitted the general use of 
ardent spirits in the homes of the people and on festive occa- 
sions. Cider and New-England rum, distilled from molasses, 
were the favorite beverages. Early in this century the dis- 
astrous cflfects of this custom began to attract attention, 
and well it might. The appetite kindled by the use of in- 
toxicating drink had already brought poverty and misery 
into multitudes of homes. In many cases the sons of hon- 
ored sires had become miserable drunkards, and their ances- 
tral acres had fallen into the hands 
of strangers. 

Even at the oixiination and in- 
stallation of ministers, the enter- 
tainment of guests was thought 
incomplete if a supply of various 
kinds of liquor was lacking. Soon 
after Lyman Beecher was settled 
as pastor in Litchfield (1810), he 
attended an installation of a neigh- 
boring minister, where the prep- 
arations for the comfort of those 
in attendance, " besides food, 
was a broad side-board covered lyman bbecher. 

with decanters and Ijottles, and ^^~" ^of HaS^I-ot^^^^^ 
sugar, and pitchers of water." 

"There," says Dr. Beecher, "we found all the various kinds 
of liquors then in vogue. The drinking was apparently uni- 
versal. There was a decanter of spirits also on the dinner- 
table to help digestion, and gentlemen partook of it through 
the afternoon and evening as they felt the need ; and the 
side-board, with the spillings of water and sugar and liquor, 
looked and smelled like the bar of a very active grog-shop." 

The tide of public sentiment in religious circles soon began 
to tuiTi strongly against the custom that made such scenes 
possible. Attention was called to the evils of intemiJerance 
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in ministerial and other conventions, and in a few years a 
wonderful change was wrought. Dr. Beecher preached 
a series of six sermons on intemperance, that were widely 
read, and did much to carry forward a movement that swe^it 
with great power through the State and the nation. 

A full history of the cause of temperance in Connecticut 
would recall the names of some of the noblest men and 
women that have ever labored for the welfare and rescue of 
those in danger from the accursed traffic that is still the most 
teiTible and insidious enemy that assails the life of the com- 
monwealth. 

Connecticut was one of the drst colonies to pass a law 
against the slave-trade. This was done in 1769. The main 
cause of the final abolition of slavery in the State, was the 
fact that it became unprofitable. In 1784 the Legislature 
passed an Act declaring that all persons born of slaves, after 
the Ist of March in that year, should be free at the age of 
twenty-five. Most of those born before this time were grad- 
ually emancipated by their masters, and the institution of 
slavery had almost died out before 1806. 

In the revival of philanthropic sentiment and effort that 
marked the early years of the century now drawing to a 
close, a strong feeling was aroused against allowing the ays- 
tern of slavery to be introduced into the new States and Terri- 
tories. In 1819, at the time the slave- power was seeking to 
gain both Missouri and Florida, thei-e was an intense anti- 
slavery agitation in many parts of Connecticut. New Haven 
recorded its verdict in resolutions that declared that the ex- 
istence of slavery was an evil of great mc^nitude, and that 
it was the solemn duty of the Government to prevent, by all 
constitutional means, its extension. This was the beginning 
of discussions that formed the staple of political arguments, 
and expressed different views of public policy that contended 
for victory, within party lines, until the shot on Sumter 
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united the people in the determination to sustain the Union 
at whatever cost of blood and treasure. 

About 1830 the subject was broached of founding a college 
in New Haven for the education of colored persons. This 
aroused bitter opix)sition ; and the feeling of race- prejudice 
ran so high, that in 1833 the Legislature passed an Act by 
which it was made \yensL\ to establish schools in the common- 
wealth for the instruction of negroes from other States.* It 
is difficult for the present generation to conceive how intense 
was the agitation of the public mind in the great anti-slavery 
controvei-sies that precedetl the civil war.* 



' The victory of the |)arly opposed 
to the Kedorallsta, and it« result, as afiPect- 
log the relation of the CoDgregational 
churches to the State, was a source of 
great sorrow and anxiety to those who 
were attached to the old order of things. 
Dr. Lyman Beecher, pastor at the time 
of the Congregational church in Litch- 
field, In his autobiography says, *' It was 
as dark a day as ever I saw. The injury 
done to the cause of Christ, ns wc then 
supposed, was Irreparable. For several 
days 1 suffered what no tongue can tell, 
/or the b^8t thing that erer happentd to 
the State of Connectivut. It cut the 
churches '.oose from d«'i>c>ndence on State 
support. It threw them wholly on their 
own resources and on God.'* 

» Tub Key. Elba2ar Whbblock, 
pastor of the Congregational church in 
tluit part of Lebauon now l&oowo as 
Columbia, in 1743 received, into a^liool 
taught by him, a Mohegan Indian named 
Haunson Cecum. This lad afterwards be • 
came a famous preacher. M r. Wheelock 
devoted his attention to the education 
of Indian youth, and founded a school 
that received generous support, both at 
home and abroad. 

» Tub American Board of Com- 

MISfelONERS rOB FoRBION MI88IONS 

was first organized at Farmingtou, Si'pt. 
5, 1810. 

* Tei8 law was passed to break up a 



school in Canterbury. Miss Prudence 
Crandall was at the head of a prosperous 
school for young ladies in that place, 
when a respectable colored girl, in 1S32, 
asked for admission. After some hesi- 
tation she was admitted as a member 
of the school. The other pupils at once 
left, and there was great excitement in 
the community when it became known 
that Miss Crandall purposed to open a 
school for the education of colored girls. 
About six weeks after the passage of this 
law, which was celebrated in Canterbury 
by the ringing of the church-bell, and 
firing of cannon, Miss Crandall was 
confined in the county jail for a day, 
when bonds were given for her appear 
ance before the Court. The decision 
was adverse to her claims, and the school 
was given up. In 1886 the attention of 
the State was called to this case, in the 
granting by the Legislature of a small 
|K>nsion to this teacher, still living, at an 
advanced age, in Kansas. 

» Leonard Bacon, D.D., who died 
in New Haven. Dec. 24, 1881, took an 
active part in the anti-slavery reform. 
During his long and honored pastorate 
in connection wUh the First Church in 
New Ilnven, he was reeogni%e<l as a leader 
in his denomination; and his voice and 
pen were i>olem iMHtrumenis in creating 
and guiding public opinion. 
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CHAPTER XL. 

1860. 

CONNECTICUT IN THE CIVIL WAR. 

THE ''irrepressible conflict*' of opinion that had long 
agitated the country over the institution of slavery 
reached a crisis in 1860. In the Presidential election of 
that year, four paities contended for the victory. John C. 
Breckinridge was the candidate of the Southern Democrats, 
who declared that Congress ought to protect slavery in the 
Territories, if a slave-owner took his slaves there. The ma- 
jority of Northern Democrats were unwilling to accept this 
view ; and they nominated Stephen A. Douglas on a plat- 
form which declared, that, while they believed that the people 
of each Territory ought to control the institution of slavery 
in that Territory, they were willing to abide the decision of 
the Supreme Court. Tiie American party represented many 
excellent citizens from both sections of the country, who de- 
plored the possibility of war, and ui^ed measui-es of peace. 
The Republican party, whose candidate was Abraham Lin- 
coln of Illinois, declared that it was the right and duty of 
Congress io forbid slavciy in the TeiTitories. 

As soon as the election of Lincoln was made certain, 
prominent Southern leaders prepared to carry out their 
threats of secession from the Union. At a State convention 
held in Charleston, Dec. 20, 1860, South Carolina was de- 
clared independent of the United States ; and before the close 
of January, 1861 , five other States had taken the same action. 
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After-events were to prove how critical was the condition of 
affairs. Even while the Soutliem States were passing ordi- 
nances of secession, and tlieir public men were doing all in 
their power to break up the Union, it was difficult for the 
North to realize that this action would culminate in a conflict 
of arms. It still seemed as if the stormful passions of those 
who were plotting the destruction of the nation might ex- 
haust itself in woixls and action that would be recalled before 
there was an open collision with the National Government. 

In the spring of 1860, William A. Buckingham, the Re- 
publican candidate, liad been elected governor of Connecticut. 
A man of keen vision, well-balanced 
mind, and mature judgment, he early 
recognized tlie true condition of affaira. 
On the 17th of January, 1861, while 
Congress was still spending the time 
in talking over proposals for compro- 
mise, he issued a proclamation, in which 
he declared that " when reason gives vray i 
to passion, and order yields to anarchy, 
the civil power must fall back upon the oovbrnor buckinohan. 
military for support, and rest upon that 
arm of national defence.*' On his own responsibility he 
ordei'ed the purchase of equipments for five thousand men^ 
and urged the militia companies to fill their ranks, and ^^ be 
ready to render such service as any exigency might require." 

The opinion of the majority of the voters of Connecticut, 
on the great question which now agitated the minds of the 
people, was shown, a little later, by the re-election of Gov- 
ernor Buckingham. By this action they declared for the 
maintenance, by force, of ''the supreme and perpetual au- 
thority of the National Government." Seven of the Southern 
States had renounced their allegiance to the Union, and seized 
upon the national property within their domain. Saddest of 
all, many of the ablest men of the South, who were opposed 
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to the principle of secession, felt that it was their datj to 
go with their States, when the majority favored this action. 

Under these disti^essing cii'cumstances Abraham Lincoln 
was inaiigui*ated Pi-esident, at Washington, on the 4th of 
March. His inaugural address was a profound and tender 
plea for the preservation of the Union^ addressed to those 
who were plotting its destruction. He w^ still hopeful that 
the dark clouds that brooded over the nation might pass. 
In woixls of touching eloquence he closed by saying, " We 
must not be enemies. Though passion inay have sU-ained, it 
must not break, our bonds of affection. The mystic chords 
of memory, stretching from eve^ battle-field and patriot 
grave to every living heart And hearthstone all over this 
broad land, will yet swell the chorus of the Union, when 
again touched, as surely they will be, by the better angels of 
our nature." Not then, but to the children of another 
generation, and the veterans of the most terrible conflict 
ever waged between men of the same blood, were these 
words to prove a message of prophecy. Let us rejoice that 
the story of those dark and eventful times can be told in the 
light of these days of peace and united strength. 

'' The rebels are firing on Sumter." Only those who were 
then living in the North, and old enough to realize the situa- 
tion, eah understand the excitement and feeling that stirred 
the hearts of the people that April morning. The time for 
discussion was past, and in an hour men who had held the 
most diverse opinions were united in the white-heat of a 
flame of patriotism. The sons of Connecticut knew now 
how their fathers felt when tidings came of the battle of 
Lexington. The life of the Nation had been assailed. The 
hour had come when men must do their duty, and in that 
hour the tide of loyal feeling and determination rose with a 
strength that swept every thing before it. Doubt and fear 
gave way to the rallying cry, " The Union, it must and shall 
be preserved! " 
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This was on Saturday. The next day was a battle-Sunday 
all over the State. News had already reached the larger 
towns of the surrender of Sumter. Prayers, sermons, con- 
vei-sation, all dwelt upon the one theme that pressed ui^ou 
every heail. The call of Pi*esident Lincoln for seventy-five 
tliousaud volunteers met with an eager response. War-meet- 
ujgs were held in almost every city and town throughout the 
State, and hundreds of earnest men expressed their willing- 
ness to enlist. The old flag was greeted everywhere with 
tumultuous enthusiasm, and every allusion to the principles 
and history it symbolized touched a chord of sympathy that 
vibrated with intense feeling. The attempt on the part of a 
few persons to defend the action of the seceding States met 
with indignant and threatening remonstrance. The lot of a 
Tory in the war of the Revolution was more comfortable 
than that of a Connecticut secessionist. 

Work and action gave relief to the intense feeling of the 
hour. From farm, workshop, office, and school, there came 
a response to the call of the Nation that soon more than filled 
the quota of the State. Men who had never been recognized 
for their liberality now vied with those of the most generous 
disposition in their gifts. Women laid aside every other 
task to prepare clothing for the volunteers. With tearful 
eyes but brave hearts they encouraged their husbands, sons, 
and brothers to enlist, and bade them God-speed as they 
went forth to the service of their country. The sons and 
daughters of Connecticut, in the war for the Union, proved 
worthy descendants of the fathers and mothers of 1G37 and 
1776. 

Within a month from the first call for volunteere, three 
regiments had been sent forward to Washington ; and it is 
estimated that within this time ^^not less than two thousand 
men from Connecticut enlisted in other States, or the regular 
army or navy.*' More men offered their services for the 
campaign of three months than were desired, and a large 
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number of companies that had been formed in different 
parts of the State were disbanded. At the request of the 
War Department, Governor Buckingham now made good his 
promise to raise two regiments to be enlisted for three years. 
The first of these regiments, known as the Fourth, left Hart- 
ford for tlie front on Monday, June 10. One of the com- 
panies was called the Wcsleyan Guard, and was composed 
almost entirely of students from the Wcsleyan University at 
Middletovvn. The Fifth Connecticut, in command of Orris 
S. Ferry,* was soon recruited, and 
ready for service. 

Let us now follow the fortunes of 
the regiments that had already left the 
State. The First sailed from New 
Haven, and reached Washington by 
way of the Chesapeake and Potomac. 
It was the first thoroughly equipped 
regiment that entered Washington, and 
received a cordial welcome and many 
compliments from President Lincoln 
oENEKAL o. 8. FERRY. ^^ Gcucral Scott. Withiu a few days 
the Second and Third Regiments arrived 
at the Capitol, and pitched their tents near the First, at Glen- 
wood, about two miles north of the city. Early in June 
they left their pleasant camping-ground, and crossed the 
Potomac to join the half-dozen regiments that formed a 
picket-line beyond Alexandria, in Virginia. They were lo- 
cated at the extreme front, and were constantly on the alert 
from fear of a sudden attack. 

Daniel Tyler, the colonel of the First Connecticut, an able 
professional soldier, was placed in command of the first and 
largest division of the troops now gathered at the front. On 
the 16th of July, General Tyler led his division, with the 
Connecticut brigade in advance, towards Centreville. This 
was on the direct overland road to Richmond, and about 
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thirty miles from Washiogton. A short distance farther 
on, the road was crossed by a little stream called Bull 
Run. It was in this neighborhood that the brigade sent 
forward by General Tyler encountered a division of Con- 
federate troops, in command of General Longstreet. After 
a short skirmish, the Union soldiers held the ford. 

General Tyler was anxious to push the battle the follow- 
ing day, but his advice was not heeded. This delay proved 
of great advantage to the Confederates. On the morning 
of July 21, McDowell ordered the advance of the Union 
army, and in the early part of the day the troops under 
Beauregard were driven from their position. In the after- 
noon the Confederate aimy was re-enforced with a fresh 
division that arrived from the Shenandoah Valley in com- 
mand of General Joseph E. Johnston. Before the renewed 
and vigorous advance of the enemy, tlie Union army be- 
came panic-stricken, and fled in confusion towards Wash- 
ington. 

The rout of the army was a surprise to the Connecticut 
troops ; and until they were caught in its tumultuous power, 
they stood in their places, ready to obey orders. They 
fired the first shot in the morning ; and when defeat came 
in the evening, they were the last to leave the field. In 
the retreat they covered the rear of the army, and again 
and again faced about, and fired well-directed volleys into 
the ranks of the enemy, as they pressed upon them. The 
day after the battle they occupied their old camping- 
grounds, and fk>m there were ordered to Fort Corcoran. 
The time for which they had enlisted soon expired, and 
they returned home to be mustered out. Nearly all of 
the men re-enlisted ; and five hundred or more of their 
number, at one time and another, held commissions in the 
army. Three became major-generals, four brigadier-gen- 
erals, and over eighty were api)ointed field and staff 
oflScers. Among the brave men who had already laid 
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down their lives for the country, Ellsworth,' Winthrop,* and 
Waix!^ were by birth and heritage linked with the life and his- 
tory of Connecticut. 



> Obris 8. Fbbrt was a brave and 
eflicient officer, and rose to the poeition 
of brigadlcrgeneral. He waa elected 
Unlted-Btaiee senator in 1867, and served 
In that capacity until his death, in 1875. 
General Ferry waa an able lawyer; and, 
even after the disabililies of disease 
fastened upon him, be discharged the 
duties of bis high office with eminent 
faithfulness. A true Christian gentle- 
man, his comparatively early death was 
mourned as a public loss. 

* The grandfather of Colonel Bbner 
K.Ellsworth, killed at Alexandria, May 
24, 1861, waa aexton of the Center Church, 
in Hartford, for a quarter of a century. 

> Theodore Winthbop, killed at 
the battle of Big Bethel, June 9, 1S61, 



was bom in New Haven, In 1828. After 
graduating at Yale College, be travelled 
ezteoai vely . He was admitted to the bar 
in 1865; but be preferred literary pur- 
suits, and gave promise of great al^ity 
as a writer. He was a direct desoaMdant 
from John Winthrop, Uie eariy governor 
of Connecticut. 

* Jambs HARXoif Wabd waa bora 
In Hartford, in 1806. He bad gained dls. 
tinctloD in the navy, and early in tbe 
spring of 1861 was put in oommaod of 
tbe Potomac floUlla. In an attack npoo 
a rebel battery at Mattbias Point, Jane 
27, 1861, be was mortally woanded. 
Captain Ward waa buried with militaiy 
bonora in Hartford. 
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CHAPTER XLI. 

1861. 

SPIRIT OP THE PEOPLE. 

THE defeat at Bull Run taught the people of the North 
a needed lesson. They had failed to appreciate the 
strength and resources of the South. They did not realize 
how firm was their resolve to break away from the Union, and 
found an independent government, with slavery as its chief 
comer-stone. Whatever opinion might be held regarding 
this action, there was no denying the fact that the seceding 
States were deteimined to resist to the last extremity the 
further authority of the United States. The Union could 
alone be preserved by conquering the South. 

The loyal North did not falter. The great majority of the 
people of Connecticut were united in the determination that 
the rebellion must be crushed at whatever cost of blood and 
treasure. The efforts that were made in a few places to 
express sympathy with the action of the South, met with an 
indignant remonstrance that proved the general spirit of 
loyalty to the Union. Enthusiastic war-meetings not only 
gave vent to the spirit of patriotism that surged through every 
community, but gathered volunteers in such numbers that 
within a month six regiments were organized. The Fifth, 
admirably equipped, had hastened to the front a week after 
the repulse at Bull Run. 

The death of General Lyon,* killed (August 10) while 
leading his troops in the battle of Wilson's Creek, Missouri, 
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made a deep impression upon the people of his native State. 
Quiet and unassuming in manner, noble and unselfish in 
character, uncompromising in loyalty, and brave in action, 
his name is worthy of an honored place among the sons of 
Connecticut. 

During the summer and early autumn, the work of enlist- 
ment for three-years' service went mpidly forward ; and the 
ranks of the Sixth, Seventh, Eighth, Ninth, and Tenth 
Regiments were filled. 

Late in October, the Sixth and Seventh Connecticut, 
with regiments from other States, embarked at Annapolis 
for South Carolina. The expedition, in 
command of General T. W. Sherman and 
Admiral Dupont, was delayed for several 
days at Fortress Monroe. After putting 
out to sea, the fleet was scattered by a 
severe storm, and two of the transports 
were sunk. On the 7th of November, a 
naval battle, by the ships in command of 
Duix>nt, resulted in the capture of Port 
Royal. The Connecticut troops were 
the first to land, and they also made 
GEKBBAL^KATHANiEL ^^^ ^^^^-^^^ advaucc from Hilton Head. 

This was the l)eginning of the distin- 
guished military career of Alfred H. Terry, then colonel of 
the Sixth Regiment. 

A special session of the Legislature in October authorized 
the further raising of troops ; and before the close of the year 
the First Light Battery and the First Battalion of Cavalry had 
been mustered in, and three more infantiy regiments were 
oi'ganized. 

Early in November, 1861, the Eighth, Tenth, and Eleventh 
Connecticut sailed from Annapolis as a part of the expedi- 
tion under Burnside. After many delays and disaster, they 
entered Pamlico Sound, and prepared for the attack on Roa- 
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noke Island. On the 7th of February, 1862, the gun-boats 
bombarded the fort ; and during the night the troops effected 
a landing. In the advance. Colonel Russell * of Derby was 
killed while leading his regiment under a heavy fire. A 
month later, at the battle of Newbern, both the Tenth and 
Eleventh suffered severely ; and in April, the Eighth acted a 
foremost pait in the capture of Fort Macon. At the siege of 
Fort Pulaski, and at the various points to which they were 
ordered in this campaign, the Connecticut troops never 
flinched in the face of danger, and endured many, and often 
unnecessary, hardships with a spirit of patience, and even 
cheerfulness, that elicited the highest praise. 



1 Nathanivl Lton wm born in that 
part of Asbford which is now Eaittford, 
July 14, 1819. lie graduated at West 
Point in 1S41, and was engaged in active 
0er\ioe during the wars in Mexico and 
Florida. For many years he served in 
Kansas and on the frontier. At tlie out- 
break of the Rebellion, in 1861, he was in 
command of the arsenal at St. Loui«, and 
dispersed a party of secessionists col- 
locted by Jackson, the governor of Mis. 
souri. Boon after this, he defeated a 
force of rebels at Booneville, June 17, 
1861. He now received his commission 
as brigadier-general, and on the 2d of 
August won another victory over the 
Confederates near Springfield, Mo., and 
a week later fought the battle of WiU 
son's Creek, where he was shot and in- 
suntly killed. 
* Cbablbs L. Kussbll was boru iu 



the parish of Northfield in the town of 
Litchfield in 1828. When but a lad, his 
parents removed to Derby ; and he was 
living in tliat place when the war broke 
out. He was among the first to enlist, 
and was selected by Colonel Terry as 
adjutant of the Second, who made special 
menUon of his gallantry in the fight at 
Bull Run. In the summer of 1861 he 
raised a company for the Tenth, and 
was soon promoted to the colonelcy. 
Hie death was lamented by a wide circle 
of friends. 

Albkbt W. Drakb took command 
of the Tenth after the death of Colonel 
RuMoll. Colonel Drake, in connection 
with Joseph R. Hawlcy, started the first 
volunteer company ttiat was raised in 
the Btate. lie died of disease at his 
home in South Windsor, June 5, 1862. 
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CHAPTER XLII. 

1862. 

BATTLE OF CEDAR MOUNTAIN. 

IN following the fortunes of the Connecticut regiments 
connected with the Arm}" of the Potomac, a volume would 
be required, if the history were' written fully. The record 
of the First Heavy Artillery in this eventful year would tell 
the story of the Peninsula campaign with ite high hopes and 
grievous disappointments ; and the hard rides of the Con- 
necticut battalion of cavalry would take us into the wild 
scenery of the mountains of West Virginia, and give us 
varied incidents of danger in raids and skirmishes among 
the bushwhackers. 

Late in May the Fifth Connecticut fought in the battle 
of Winchester for the possession of the Shenandoah Valley. 
0])liged to retreat before superior numbers, Geneml Bauks 
no sooner received re-enforcements than the Fifth was again 
upon the march. On the 0th of August the battle of Cedar 
Mountain opened with a fierce artillery-fire. Towards suu- 
sot the order was ojiven to charge a battery on the right front. 
This duty fell to CrawfoixVs brigade, with which the Fifth 
was connected. In the face of a murderous fire they pushed 
bravely forward, but without avail. All of the field-ofl3cers 
were either killed * or made prisoners ; and all the other oflH- 
cers, exeept five, were wounded. 

In the summer of 1HG2 the tide of battle turned strongly 
in favor of the South. Again with earnest woixls Governor 
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Buckingham called for a response to President Lincoln's 
proclamation asking for three hundred thousand volunteers 
for three-years* service. The fervor of patriotic feeling was 
kindled anew, and within fort^'-five days over eight thousand 
men had enlisted. The exigencies at the front were of such 



BATTLE-PfBLDS OP THE ClVrf. WAR. 

a nature that another call was sent from Washington for 
throe hundred thousand men for nine months. This made it 
necessary to raise seven additional regiments in Connecticut. 
While the stir and excitement of regimental organization 
were going on at home, tliere was the gathering of contending 
forces upon the upper Potomac. The first of August found 
the Eighth and Eleventh Connecticut leaving Newport News 
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on the way North. After spending a month at Frederieks- 
bui^ on picket-duty, there came tidings of the defeat of 
Pope at Manassas ; and they were ordered with other troops 
to march for Washington. The}' embarked at Acquia Creek 
Sept. 3, and reached the city at nightfall. The army of 
Lee was advancing rapidly northward, and McClellan at 
once started in pursuit. In these columns were the Eighth 
and Eleventh, besides two new Connecticut regiments, 
the Fourteenth and Sixteenth, that had but just reached 
Washington. 

The Confederate army, finding itself hard pressed, had 
taken a position along Antietam Creek 
near Sharpsburg. On the morning of 
the 17th of September the battle b^an 
in which the troops of Connecticut suf- 
fered greater loss than in any other 
during the war. Two of the regiments, 
the Fourteenth and Sixteenth, had never 
f before been under fire, and were un- 
familiar with military tactics; but the 
fearful ordeal of that eventful day was 
a test of heroic manhood in which few 

OENKRAL JOSEPH K. F. . ^ , 

MANSFIELD. failcd to do their duty. Early m the 

action Colonel Kingsbury* of the Elev- 
enth was mortally wounded ; and before nightfall no less 
than a hundred and thirty-six Connecticut men lay dead on 
the field of strife, and four hundred and sixty-six were 
sufTeriug from wounds. In many a Connecticut home is 
still tenderly cherished the memory of brothers and friends 
who lost their lives at Antietam.* In this list stands most 
prominent the honored name of General Joseph K. F. 
Mansfield.* 

At the ])attlc of Fredericksburg (Dec. 13) the Fourteenth 
and Twenty-seventh were the Connecticut regiments that 
took the most active part in the fierce struggle that ended m 
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the defeat of the Union forces.* While their comrades in the 
Army of the Potomac were passing tiirough these eventful 
experiences, those who had joined the expeditions In the 
South were not exempt from arduous and often dangeix>us 
duty. At tlic battle of Kinston Bridge, in North Carolina 
(Dec. 14), of the three hundred and sixty-six officers and 
men of the Tenth Connecticut who were in the engagement, 
one hundred and six were killed or wounded. 



1 Major Edward F. Blakb of New 
Haven was bora In 1837. Oradaating at 
Yale, in 1858, he oommenced the stndy 
of law. In October, 1861, he was ap- 
pointed adjutant of the Fifth, and soon 
proved himself an accomplished soldier. 
He was soon promoted to tlie position of 
major. In the battle of Cedar Mountain 
he led the left of the regiment, and was 
instantly killed just as he had taken the 
flag from the hands of a fallen color- 
bearer. 

LlEUTlNANT HBNRT M. DUTTON 

was a son of Ei-Govcrnor Dutton of 
New Haven. He graduated at Yale In 
1857, and afterwards commenced the 
practice of law at Litchfleld. Enlisting 
as a private, he received a commission as 
iicntenant, for bis services In recruiting. 
His death was the cause of great sor- 
row in the regiment, of which he was a 
special favorite. 

* Colonel Hbnrt W. Kingsbury 
was a graduate of West Point, and won 
distinction for his services during the 
Peninsula campaign. 

* Captain John Oris wold of Lyme 
was a graduate of Yale, of the class of 
1857. Just before bis death he said to a 
friend, ** I die as I have ever wished to 
die, — lor my country. Tell my mother 
that 1 died at the head of my company." 

Captain N. 6. Manross of Bristol 
graduated at Yale in 1850. After study- 
ing in Europe, he was connected as a 
scientiAc expert with a mining company 
in New York. In 1861 he accepted the 
position of professor of chemistry and 



boUny in Amherst College. While 
spending a vacation In Bristol, he was 
urged to take the command of a com- 
pany from that town. Professor James 
A. Dana said of him, *' His death Is a 
great loss to the scientific world.'* 

* Joseph K. F. Mansfield was bora 
in New Haven, Dec. 22, 1803. His par- 
ents, while he was quite young, removed 
to Middletown; and through the Influ- 
ence of his uncle, Ck>lonel Jared Mans- 
Held, then surveyor-general of the United 
States, he was admitted at West Boint 
in 1822. Having graduated with honor, 
he was first employed as engineer in 
New- York Harbor, and then In the con- 
stractlon of Fortress Monroe and Fort 
Pulaski. At the breaking out of the 
war with Meiico, he was chief engineer 
on General Taylor's staff. He built Fort 
Brown, opposite Matamoras, and liad 
command of the forces at that point. 
The fort was besieged by the Mexicans, 
but was held after a gallant defence. At 
the battle of Monterey, Mansfield led a 
division, and was seriously wounded. 
The battlefield of Bucna VIsU was se- 
lected by him, and the batteries stationed 
under bis direction. These distinguished 
services were recognized by promotion to 
be colonel in the regular army. He was 
appointed inspector-general by Prudent 
Pierce, and he was engaged in the duties 
of this office prior to the breaking out of 
the Rebellion. He was aware of the real 
condition of affairs, and was not sur- 
prised at the breaking out of the war. 
On account of his age and long service, 
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hit friMidi MiTteed him to retire from 
the anny ; but his reply wM| " I owe my 
country every hour tlmt remains of my 
life; and In such a struggle as Is now 
endangering tier existence, I can not, and 
shall not, refuse to answer her call.** He 
was put in command of the defences 
about Washington ; and. all of the forts 
around the city were engineered by hira, 
and built under ills direction. Mansfield 
, was for a time In cliarge at Newport 
News, and from here was transferred to 
the command of Banlcs's corps. He 



readied tlie army at Bharpaburg the 
night before the battle. The following 
day, after the repulse of Ilielcett*B dirts, 
ion, Mansfield placed himself at the bend 
of fais troops, and was leading tliem gal. 
lantly forward, wlien he fell mortally 
wounded. A noble Christian gentleman 
and soldier, Uie country mourned his 
death. 

• Tbb mghth. Eleventh, Fifteenth, 
Sixteenth, and the Twenty.flrst, met 
with slight 1 
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CHAPTER XLin. 

1863. 

BATTLE OF CHANCELLORSVILLE. 

IN the spring of 1863, the moDotonous barrack-life of the 
winter was broken by the stir of military movements. 
Hooker was now in command of the Army of the Potomac, 
and the troops were eager and ready to commence the march 
towards Richmond. Five Connecticut regiments were with 
the mighty host of ninety thousand men that late in April 
crossed the Rappahannock, and, by forced marches, within a 
few hours faced the army of Lee at Chancelloi-sville.^ The 
result of the terrible conflict was again disastrous to the 
Union army. Some one had blundered, and the ho(>ed-for 
victory proved a veritable slaughter of as brave a body of 
men as ever faced death on the battle-field.^ 

In June, Lee, with an army numbering seventy thousand 
men, moved up to the Shenandoah Valley; while Hooker 
placed his army of one hundred thousand men in a position to 
protect Washington. The purpose of Lee to again invade 
the North was soon evident. Crossing the Potomac at Har- 
per's Ferry, the Confederate hosts marched through Mary- 
land, and entered Pennsylvania. The Union forces followed 
close after them in command of General George B. Meade ; 
and when Lee's army turned from Chambersburg towaitls 
Philadelphia, they were confronted by the Army of the 
Potomac. On the afternoon of July 1, the conflict opened. 
During the three days in which the stru^le continued, the 



Digitized 



by Google 



270 HISTORY OP CONNECTICUT. [l863, 

Connecticut troops were often under the hottest fire.* Their 
number was not large, for their ranks had been sadly thinned 
at Antietam, Fredericksburg, and Chancellorsville ; but, \n 
the army that won the victory upon the battle-field of Gettys- 
burg, none acquitted themselves more nobly than this band 
of veterans.* 

The spring and summer of 1863 was an eventful period in 
the history of the Connecticut regiments stationed in the 
South. During the month of February, General Banks took 
command of the forces at Baton Rouge, and preparations 
were made for an assault on Port Hudson, twenty-five miles 
up the river. There were many vexatious delays, and the 
troops passed through severe and trying experiences during 
the mouths of April and May. The battle of Irish Bend ^ 
(April 14) was followed by sharp skirmishes and hard 
marches. Port Hudsou was invested on the 24th of May ; 
and three days after, an advance was made, and the works 
stormed. The assault pix)ved the heroic quality of the men 
engaged in it, but the stronghold still remained in the hands 
of the enemy. 

In the attempt that was made, a few days later (June 14), 
to break tlirough the Confederate lines, the Connecticut regi- 
ments held exposed [xwitions, and suffered severely. On 
the following day (June 15) General Banks called for a 
storming-column of a thousand men. The soldiere of Con- 
necticut took the lead in this perilous enterpiise. At his own 
request. Colonel Henry W. Bii^e was assigned the command ; 
and his old regiment, the Thirteenth, furnished one-fourth of 
the entire number of this forlorn hope. 

Day after day these men were under arms, ready at any 
moment to make the assault ; but the surrender of Port Hud- 
son, on July 8, relieved them from theu' i)erilous position. 
The " storming-column " were the first to enter the captured 
fortress, " led by Colonel Birge to the music of a Connecticut 
band, and under the folds of a tattered Connecticut flag." 
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While their comrades were rejoicing at the fall of Vicks^ 
burg and Port Hudson, and the victory at Gettysburg, the 
Connecticut regiments near Charleston were passing through 
severe experiences. The arduous toil of building batteries, 
and mounting heavy cannon, on the sand-hills overlooking 
Morris Island, was followed early in July by a series of 
assaults, and the siege ending in the capture of Fort Wagner. 
The names of Terry, Rodman, Hawley, Chatfield,* and 
others, came into prominence during this campaign, for skill 
in leadership, and bravery in action. Not less worthy of 
mention were the men in the rank and file, who never faltered 
in the hour of duty. 

The only brigade of Connecticut regiments in the service, 
that in command of General Edward Harland of Norwich, 
spent the summer months near Portsmouth, Va. Early in 
the autumn, orders came that scattered these troops in differ- 
ent directions. The Sixteenth was sent to Plymouth, N.C. ; 
and in the following April, while defending its position 
against overwhelming numbers, it was captured, and the en- 
listed men taken to Andersouville. Here, for nearly a year, 
they suffered the honors of this infamous prison-pen.^ 

While the soldiers in the camp and field were passing 
through their varied experiences, they were generously re- 
membered by kind friends at home. There is no chapter in 
the history of these sad years more tender and beautiful than 
that which records the gifts and services of the various or- 
ganizations, that labored in every way to add to the comfort 
of those in camp, and to alleviate the condition of those suf- 
fering in the hospitals from wounds and disease. 

A further call during the year for men to fill the depleted 
ranks of regiments at the front, made it necessary to resort 
to a draft. This aroused a bitter feeling among those who 
did not favor the war, and Governor Buckingham took active 
measures to quell any hostile demonstrations. Before the 
year closed, many of the regiments, whose term of service 
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had expired, returned home, and received a hearty welcome. 
A large portion of these men re-enlisted, and, after a brief 
veteran furlough, again left their homes, to join the army. 



1 Tbe Fifth and TweDtieth in the 
Twelfth CorpB, the Fourteenth and 
Twenty-seventh in the Second Corpe, 
and the Seventeenth in the Eleventh 
Corpe. 

* The Twentieth lost one-third of Its 
number : twenty -Aevcu officers and men 
were killed, sixty-two wounded, and 
one hundred and eight taken prisoners. 
Those who were taken prisoners in this 
and other regiments, were exchanged 
within a few days. 

» The Fifth, Fourteenth, Seven, 
teeutb, Twentieth, and Twenty-seventh 
were in the battle of Gettysburg, and 
alHo the Second Buttery. 

* Tub Seventeenth lost more than 
half iu number. Twenty were left dead 
on the field, eighty-one were wounded, 
and ninety-seven taken prisoners. Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Douglass Fowler of Nor- 
walk was struck down while leading 
bis men in a gallant charge, and sleeps 
in an unknown grave on the battle-field. 
The senior captain of the regiment, 
James E. Moore, was among the killed. 
He was a color-bearer in the war with 
Mexico, and greatly beloved by his com- 
pany. The Twenty-Hcvcnth went into 
the battle with only seventy-four men; 



of these, eleven were killed, and twenty- 
four wounded. Lieutenant - Colonel 
Henry C. Merwin fell in tbe assault of 
July 2. He was a brave and effideDt 
officer. 

• At Irish Bend, tbe Thirteenth and 
Twenty-fifth sufiFered heavy losses. The 
latter regiment was under fire for tbe 
first time. Among the killed was Sara 
uel S. Hayden of Windsor Locks, **a 
brave, tender • hearted, conscientiouis 
Christian patriot." 

• Colonel Joun L. Chatfibld was 
wounded while leading his regiment 
(Sixth), and died a few weeks after at 
bis home In Waterbury. One of the 
first to raise a company at the beginning 
of the war, be developed remarkable gifts 
as an officer. 

' A LARGE portion of the prisoners at 
Anderson vi He from Connecticut, as well 
as other States, never left the place alive. 
Of those who survived, but few escaped 
the effects of weakness and disease 
caused by lack of wholesome food and 
water. About the first of June, 136S, 
over two hundred Connecticut men were 
brouglit to Andersouvillc among the 
prisoners captured from Dutler*s army. 
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CHAPTER XLIV. 

1864. 

BATTLES OF DRURY'S BLUFF AND COLD HARBOR. 

SIX of the veteran regiments of Connecticut that had been 
engaged in service on the Soath-Atlantic coast, were 
ordered, in the spring of 1864, to join the army in command 
of General Butler.^ The purpose of this expedition was to 
ascend the James River, to a point near Petersburg, and 
attack Richmond on that side. Early in May, General But- 
ler's force, numbenng thirty thousand men, embarked on 
transports, and followed gun-boats up the James River. 
They landed at City Point and Bermuda Hundred * without 
opposition. 

Within a few days, movements were made in the direction 
of Richmond, in which the Connecticut troops took an active 
part, and were engaged in several sharp skirmishes. The 
battle of Drury's Bluff opened on the morning of the 16th 
of May ; and the Union forces, after a brave resistance, were 
compelled to retire. The heroic conduct of the men, and 
the ability shown by General Terry in handling his division, 
and also by Colonel Hawley, who commanded a brigade, were 
recognized in every direction. The casualties of this fruit- 
less campaign fell heavily upon the Connecticut regiments ; 
but they fully sustained, under the most trying circumstances, 
the reputation they had already won.* 

During these spring days the Army of the Potomac, in 
command of Grant, had commenced its march through the 
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WUderness. The story of this hand-to-hand combat be- 
tween the armies of the North and South is one of the most 
terrible in tlie annals of war. In the cavalry' skirmishes that 
lyere made in advance, the First Connecticut bore a gallant 
part. It was a company of this regiment that opened the 
battle of Spottsylvania, in which the Fourteenth Infantry 
was also actively engaged. On the second day of the battle 
(May 9), while surveying the ground to find a good position 
to post his troops, Majop-General John Sedgwick * was in- 
stantly killed by the bullet of a sharp-shooter. In his death, 
not only his uative State, but the entire country, mourned 
the loss of a great leader. A gradu- 
ate of West Point, he early won dis- 
tinction for meritorious conduct during 
the Mexican war. When the Rebel- 
lion broke out, with unswerving loyalty 
he did all in his power to sustain the 
Union. As commander of the famous 
^ Sixth Corps, he rescued the army 
from destruction at Fair Oaks, and 
MAJOR GENERAL JOHN ^^^ Autictam was twice wounded while 
rally mg and holdmg his men m the 
thick of the conflict. No sooner were these wounds healed, 
than he again stood at the head of the brave men who 
idolized their beloved general. At Chancellorsville his com- 
mand not only storhied and held the heights of Freder- 
icksburg, but almost saved the fortunes of that ill-fated 
day. It is not strange that Lincoln and those about him 
felt that Sedgwick was the man for the hour. Modest, and 
distrustful of his own ability, he twice declined the com- 
mand of the Army of the Potomac. Few men have been 
more beloved than was this great soldier by those who knew 
him best. Lion-hearted, but gentle in spirit, he was alwa3s 
kind, and considerate of the feelings of others. Energetic, 
and courageous in action, his keen vision and cool judg- 
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tDent made him a grand leader of men upon the battle* 
field. 

After the struggle at Spottsylvania Court-House, Grant, 
by light attacks in front, and at the same time pushing a 
large part of his force to the left, and thus getting in the 
rear of Lee's army, forced him to retreat to a new position. 
By the 1st of June, Grant had worked his way down to 
the Chickahominy, and the Confederate army was inside the 
main defences of Richmond, the centre of which was at 
Cold Harbor. 

The Second Connecticut Artillery, that had gained the 
reputation of being one of the best-equipped and best-drilled 
regiments in the service, was soon to prove its strength in 
battle. By a forced night-march, it had crossed the Pa- 
munky River, and joined the Union army, now within fifteen 
miles of Richmond. To them was ass^ed the head of the 
brigade of veterans who were ordered to attack the enemy at 
Cold Harbor, who held the line in front of the breastworks 
hidden behind a thicket of woods that could only be ap- 
proached by crossing an open plain several hundred yards 
in width. 

Late in the afternoon (June 1) the command was given to 
charge; and the regiment, fourteen hundred strong, with 
fixed bayonets, sprung forward. They were under a terri- 
ble fire, but they did not falter. The enemy were driven 
back from their first line, but within the second line they 
were sheltered by a strong abatis of pine-boughs. This 
arrested the forward movements of the two battalions 
that were leading; and they were now not only under the 
musketry-fire of the rebel infantry, but also of the guns 
in the intrenchments, not more than five rods distant. 

Colonel Kellogg, who was in advance of the line, fell 
dead, pierced by a dozen bullets.* It was impossible to 
stand against such a fire ; and as best they could, the brave 
men crept back to cover, where the other battalions were 
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lying, leaving nearly half their number dead or wounded 
on the field. The next morning the position of the Union 
forces were strengthened ; and the Second advanced, and 
occupied the line from which the enemy had retreated.* 

During the night (June 2), preparations were made for 
a general assault along the whole front of six miles. 
Before five o'clock in the morning the line was in motion, 
and within twenty minutes the Union forces were repulsed 
with a fearful loss of life. The Eighth, Eleventh, and 
Twenty-first Connecticut were in the chaise with General 
Smith's Corps. Colonel Steadman, who 
led a brigade in this assault, in a let- 
ter written at the time, said, '* We 
formed in the woods in solid columns. 
I gave the command ' Forwaixl ! * We 
started with unloaded muskets and fixed 
bayonets. I was the first to enter the 
open field, and see the enemy's lines, 
— a curve. I bade farewell to all I 
loved. It seemed impossible to survive 
that fire ; but I was spared, while the 
oENBiiAL G. A. STEAD- offiecrs of uiy staff, who followed me 
closely, were struck down. We reached 
a point within thirty yards of the enemy's main works ; but 
the fire was too niuixlerous, and ray men were repulsed. 
We left the woods with two thousand meu : in five minutes 
we returned, six hundred less." 

This vivid narrative of the repulse at a single point 
tells the story of what was passing in those few moments 
all along the line. The Fourteenth was not in this des- 
perate charge ; but during the six previous weeks since 
leaving winter-quarters at Stony Mountain, it had lost 
nearly half its number in the battles of the Wilderness. 

The attempt to break through the defences of Richmond 
on the north and east was given up ; and Grant determined 
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to move his army across the James River, and attack the city 
from the south. This movement was successfully accom- 
plished, and the army swung around until it was in front of 
the fortifications at Petersburg. The attempt to carry this 
position by surprise was a failure. The summer months, 
during which the siege was in progress, were marked by con- 
stixnt casualties, and many of the brave sons of Connecticut 
lost their lives.'' 



1 Thssb BI0IMENT8 wcrc thefilxth, 
Seventh, Eighth* Teulh, Eleveath, and 
Tweuiy-flret. 

s Bermuda Hundrxd is at the ex- 
tremity of the peniusala formed by the 
Jamc0 and Ai)iK>mattox Rivers. 

» Colonel Arthur H. Dutton was 
mortally wounded May 26. Qroduating 
at Wcet Poiul lu 1361, ho was placed on 
the staff of General Manslicld. He was 
afterwards pat in charge of the defences 
at Fernaudina, Flu., where ho received 
his appointment 08 colonel of the Twenty 
first Connecticut. He won much credit 
as chief of staff, and at the time of his 
death commanded a brigade. 

* John Sedgwick was bom in Corn- 
wall, Sept. 13, 1813. After graduating at 
West Point, in 1837, he served through 
the Bcminole war, and was promoted for 
gallant action during the war with Mexi- 
co. In 1860 Major Sedgwick was engaged 
In the construcUon of Fort Wise, near 
Pike's Peak. He took an earnest stand 
for the Union cause, and was appointed 
to succeed Robert E. Lee as colonel of 
the Fourth Regular Cavalry. 

fi Elisua S. Kelloqo was born in 
Glastonbury in 1824. Ho had been 
trained amid experiences that hod de- 
velo]>ed a somewhat rough exterior, but 
was a born soldier, and won a reputation 
as one of the best ofQccrs in the army. 

AxoNG other oflicerH and men of the 



Fourteenth who lost their lives at Cold 
Harbor was Captafn Samuel Fiskb 
of Madison. A graduate of Amhersi 
College, at the time of his enlistment he 
was pastor of the CongregaUoual church 
lu Madtoon. He had already become 
known, not only as a devoted and suc- 
cessful minister, but as a brilliant and 
witty writer. His letters written in field 
and camp, gathered in a volume entitled 
** Dunn Browne in the Army," are among 
the most graphic pictures we have of 
army life. Captain Fiskc was struck 
down while leading his company. On 
the morning of his death he said to bis 
sister, '* To-day 1 shall get my marching 
orders : well, I am ready." 

7 TnoiiAS F. Burpee of Rockvllle, 
who succeeded Colonel Dutton in com- 
mand of the Twenty-first, was mortally 
wounded at Cold Harbor, June 9, while 
going his rounds as brigade officer. Col- 
onel Burpee was a quiet, earnest Chris- 
tian man, faithful in all the duties of 
life. 

Obnbbal Griffin A. Stbadxan. 
This gallant young officer, after having 
escaped death in many perilous scenes, 
was mortally wounded before Peters- 
burg, Aug. 5. His noble qualities of 
head and heart commanded universal re- 
spect; and his promotion was won by 
arduous service, in which he had shown 
both courage and oUlltary ability. 
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CHAPTER XLV. 

1864-1865. 

BATTLES OF WINCHESTER AND CEDAR CREEK. 

THE defeat of Sigel and Hunter in Northern Virginia left 
the Shenandoah Valley unprotected. . Lee at once sent 
Early, with a choice corps of twelve thousand men, with 
ordei-s to pass down through the valley, and, if possible, 
attack Washington. Grant met this movement, not by rais- 
ing the siege of Petersburg, as Lee had hoped, but by send- 
ing Wright's Sixth Corps to defend the Capitol. The Second 
Artillery, still serving as an infantry regiment, was in this 
force. ^ 

With the army that pressed foi'ward under Sheridan to 
confront Early, there were also the First Cavalry in Wilson's 
division, the Eighteenth in Crook's Corps, and the Ninth, 
Twelfth, and Thirteenth, now returned from the Department 
of the Gulf, and connected with the Nineteenth Corps. In 
the memorable battles at Winchester and Cedar Creek, the 
regiments acted a noble part, and added to their well-earned 
reputation for valor in the hour of extreme danger.* 

Near the end of September, Grant determined on a farther 
advance in the direction of Richmond. This movement 
called to the front many of the Connecticut men and officers 
connected with the Arm}' of the James, whose service had 
been long and arduous at different points on the Atlantic 
coast. The capture of Battery Harrison was a gallant action, 
in which they gained deserved honor. On the Istof October 
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General Hawley's brigade moved forward on a march full of 
exposure and privation. A few days later, the enemy made 
a vigorous attack on the part of the line held by Terry's 
division ; and the failure of other troops to hold their ground 
would have led to a grave disaster, had not the Tenth firmly 
kept its position. 

General Terry having been placed in command of a corps, 
an attack was made, early on the mornmg of Oct. 13, on 
the Confederate right ; but it was found impossible to carry 
the stronghold.^ The autumn passed, and winter opened ; 
and, while the lines of the enemy were unbroken, there were 
signs of weakness. 

During December, Butler was ordered to join Admiral 
Porter in an attempt to capture Fort Fisher, at the mouth of 
Cape Feai' River, on the coast of North Carolina. The 
assault proved a failure, much to the chagrin of Gmnt, who 
believed it was quite possible to gain possession of the place, 
and thus stop the blockade-running into the port of Wilming- 
ton. In seeking a leader for the second expedition, his 
clioice fell upon General Terry. A part of the First Artil- 
lery, and the Sixth and Seventh Connecticut, were included 
in the force placed at his disposal. 

On the morning of the 13th of January, 1865, Porter 
opened the bombardment, while the infantry landed, and threw 
up intrenchments. During the afternoon of the 15th, two 
storming-columus advanced ; and after a sharp and gallant 
figbt, in which the marines and infantry were all called into 
action, the fort was captured. This brilliant victory was 
recognized by Congress and the country with enthusiastic 
praise ; and Terry was at once nominated and confirmed as 
major-general of voluuteei's, and brigadier-general in the 
regular army. 

Two Connecticut regiments, the Fifth and Twentieth, were 
in the wonderful march made by Sherman's army to the sea ; * 
but most of the active service of her troops, after the opening 
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of 1865, was confined to the neighborhood of Richmond. 
The early spring brought days full of toil and danger, bat 
they were bright with ho[>e as the signs increased that the 
euemy could not much longer hold the line of their intrench- 
meuts. 

On the first day of April, Sheridan fought and won the 
decisive battle of Five Forks, in which the First Connecticut 
Cavalry were actively engaged. At midnight the Firet Artil- 
lery oi)ened a fierce cannonade, and Grant ordered an ad- 
vance of three corps of his army in the early morning. In the 
assault upon Fort Gregg, the Tenth came under a heavy fire in 
a hand-to-hand conflict ; and the Second Artillery was in the 
struggle which was driving the army of Lee, broken and dis- 
heartened, before it. 

On the 9th of April, I^e signed terms of surrender at 
Api)omattox Court-House, that virtually ended the war.* The 
rebellion was cruslied, and the life of the nation saved. In 
his annual message, at the meeting of the Legislature in 
May, Governor Buckingham said, *" It is gratifying that our 
volunteers, from the gallant major-general who distinguished 
himself by storming and capturing Fort Fisher, down through 
the various grades of heroic officers, to the less conspicu- 
ous, but equally meritorious, privates, have not been sur- 
passed by any soldiers in the service of any government in 
patient endurance on the field and in the hospital, in fortitude 
under imprisonment and starvation, and in valor and intre- 
pidity in battle. Their record furnishes strong evidence 
that they entered the service under a deep conviction that it 
was a duty they owed to tiieir country, to humanity, and to 
God.*'« 

After tiie surrender of Lee, General Terry was placed in 
command of the Department of Virginia, with headquarters 
at Richmond ; and General Ilawley was called from the com- 
mand of the forces in and about Wilmington, N.C., to be his 
chief-of-staff. In this important position, these men, whose 
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names are now so widely known and honored throughout the 

country, did a work tliat required rare qualities of executive 

ability and wise judgment. Duiing the summer months, most 

of the Connecticut regiments returned 

home, and were mustered out. Their 

well-worn uniforms, thinned i*anks, and 

flags torn and scorched in many a storm 

of battle, werc the silent witnesses of 

the experiences through which they had 

passed. With the exception of Iowa aud 

Illinois, Connecticut had sent more men ^ 

into the field, in proix»rtion to her popula- 

tiou, than any other State. The whole „.„,^„ ,^„.„ 

^ •' GIDEON WBLLB8. 

number of soldiere enlisted was over fifty- 
four thousand. A very large proportion of these men wei-c 
spnuig from ancestoi-s who fought in the war of the Revolu- 
tion, aud could trace the line of their family inheritance from 
the little company of Puritans who laid the foundation of 
the commonwealth. They proved them- 
selves worthy of the honor put u[>on 
them in the hour when the life of the 
nation was threatened. 

Not less, probably, than three thou- 
sand men from Connecticut enlisted in 
the naval service. Gideon Welles' of 
Hartford was the honored and eflScient 
secretary of the navy in the War Cabi- 
net, and the name and services of 
Admiral Audrew H. Foote ® recall 
ADMiuAL ANDREW H. gomc of thc uiost Im^wrtaut and thrill- 
ing incidents of the war. The lifetime 
of a generation has almost passed away since the struggle 
for the preservation of the Uuion came to a victorious close. 
While we rejoice in the present prosperity of our gi-eat 
Republic, and in the spirit of peace and good will that is fast 
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obliterating all sectional lines, let us not forget the work 
and sacrifice of the loyal and patriotic men who made these 
blessings possible. 

Of those who returned to their homes at the close of the 
war, many have been called to occupy positions of honor and 
trust in business and civil affairs. As governor of the State, 
president of the Centennial Commission of 1876, and now 
senator of the United States, Joseph R. Hawley has won an 
enviable position among the leading statesmen of the country. 
Full of years and honors, the beloved " war governor," Wil- 
liam A. Buckingham, ceased from his earthly labors, Feb. 4, 
1875. Noble in character, earnest in purpose, and Christian 
in spirit, he seemed to have been providentially raised up to 
guide the public sentiment, and conduct the affairs of the 
State, in the dark and uncertain hours that tried the courage 
and faith of the stoutest hearts. 



> Jaxes Q. Rice, major in Uie Sec- 
ond Artillery, waa instantly killed by a 
grapeehol in tlie battle of \Vinche8ter. 
Major Rice wa« a graduate of Wesleyan 
University, and at the Urac of his enlist- 
ment was in charge of a flourishing 
academical school at Ooshen, Litchfield 
County. In the company which he 
recruited, were many of his old pupils. 
The writer of these lines cannot re- 
frain from a personal tribute to the 
noble Christian character of this gifted 
teacher of his boyhood days. Some- 
what stern in manner, but gentle in 
spirit, he exerted an influence ui)on all 
with whom he came In contact that was 
both helpful and inspiring. 

« Colonel Frank H. Peck of the 
Twelfth was struck by a shell at the bat- 
tle of Wincliester while leading the regi- 
ment in a charge, and died the following 
rooming. Colonel Peck was bom In 
New Haven in 1836. He graduated at 
Yale in the class of 1850. He was study- 
ing law when the war broke out, but at 
once enlisted, and most of the Ume was 



in command of Uie Twelfth. His hut 
message to his family was, ** Tell them 
I die cheerfully in the performance of 
my duty at the front.*' 

s Uenrt W. Camp, major of the 
Tenth, was killed while leading the regl- 
meut in the charge made on the afternoon 
of Oct. 13. The life of this noble yonng 
ofllcer is told In a volume cnUUed *f The 
Knightly Soldier," written by his faiU. 
mate friend, H. Clay Trumbnll, D.D. 
His pastor, the Rev. Horace BasbneU, 
D.D., said of him, *' I have never known 
so much of worth, and beauty, and truUi, 
and massive majesty, — so much, \ji a 
word, of all kinds of promiae,— em< 
bodied in a young man.*' 

* William Tecihiseh Shxrmam b a 
direct descendant of the family, many of 
whose members have acted an Important 
part in ConnecUcut history. His grand- 
father, Hon. Taylor Sherman, for a long 
Ume held the poslUon of Judge in Con» 
necUcut. While these pages were paaa- 
ing through the press (April, 1887), Gen- 
eral Sherman, In company with hia 
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brother, Senator John Sherman of Ohio, 
vial ted the early home of bis ancestors 
at Woodbury. 

» Thb First Connecticut Cav- 
ALBT, under Colonel Ives, acted as an 
escort to Qeueral Grant when he met 
General Lee. 

• Thk chaplains of the Connecti- 
cut regiments descr\e mention in this 
roll of honor. Many wliose names are 
now widely Icnown, not only performed 
faithfully the duties of their oOice in 
camp aud hospital, but did gallant ser- 
vice in the field. The ofllcers of the 
tliird brigade, at the close of the war, 
asked tliat Kev. H. Clay Trumbull, chap, 
lain of the Tenth Connecticut, might 
receive the brevet rauli of major *• for 
distinguished services in camp and on 
the field." This request was indorsed 
by Generals Terry and Ilawlcy in the 
strongest terms, but the rules would not 
l>ermit the War Dcpartmeut to grant the 
honor. 

' Gideon Welles was a native of 
Connecticut. Ho was editor of the Hart- 
ford Times 1826-1837, and sen-ed In 
the Legislature 1827-1835. He was comp- 
troller of the State 1842-1846, aud Joined 
the Republican party upon its fonnda- 
tion. He was at the head of the delega- 
tion In the convention that nominated 
Lincoln for President. From 1861-1861) 
he was secretary of the navy. On his 
retirement, in 1869, he resumed his resi- 
dence in Hartford, where he died, Feb. 
11, 1878, aged seventy-six years. 



* Andrew Hull Foote was bom in 
New Haven, Sept. 12, 1806. He entered 
the navy as a midshipman In 1822, and in 
1833 was flag-lieutenant of the Mediter- 
ranean squadron. In 18M bo commanded 
the " Portsmouth " on the coast of China, 
and arrived at Canton just in time to pro- 
tect Americans and their property in the 
war then beginning between England and 
China. His ship was fired upon by the 
Canton forts, and the apology which he 
demanded refused. He at once attacked 
the forts, and captured the strongest by 
storm. When the civil war broke out, 
he was in charge of the navy-yard in 
Brooklyn, from which he was soon called 
to the command of the fleet Intended to 
operate in the Western waters. Prom 
Cairo, III., he sailed Feb. 4, 1862, with 
seven gun-lx)ats, to attack Fort Henry on 
the Tennessee, and two days after took 
the fort in an hour. On the I4th of Feb- 
ruary he made an unsuccessful attack 
00 Fort Donelson on the Cumberland. 
Although suffering from a severe wound, 
he went down the Mississippi, and 
opened the siege of Island No. 10, which 
was quickly reduced. Ho was now pro> 
moted to be rear-admiral, and was re- 
called to the East. Having beeu assigned 
to the command of the South-Atlantic 
squadron, he was on bis way to discharge 
tills duty, when overtaken by sickness in 
New-York City, where be died, June 36, 
1863. 
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CHAPTER XLVI. 

1818-1887. 

THE ERA OF INDUSTRIAL PROGRESS. 

FROM the time when the United States entered upon its 
independent life as a nation, a new impulse was given to 
the development of home industries, the I'estraints which 
had hampered them during the colonial period being now 
removed. With the growth of population, the increase of 



FITCH*8 STEAMBOAT. 

wealth, and tiic fostering care of the Government, the 
energy and resources of active minds were encouraged to 
undertake the development of manufacturing interests. The 
penod of renewed business activity following the close of 
the war of 1812, was the beginning of an era of industrial 
progi-ess, that has continued ever since, and made Connecti- 
cut a veritable workshop of the Union. 

In the long list of inventors whose genius and skill have 
added to the comfort and happiness of mankind, the name of 
John Fitch ought to stand among the fii*st. The disap[)oint- 
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ment, suffering, and tragic end of his life should make us 
more anxious to do lionor to this son of Connecticut. Others 
reaped the benefits of his inventive skill, and it has some- 
times seemed as if he was to be robbed also of the credit 
due his genius. In 1788 he obtained a patent for the ap- 
plication of steam to navigation. A boat was built in 1787 
which was able to make eight miles an liour. The times 
were unfavorable ; and although much interest was ex- 
pressed, the gifted inventor was unable to secure the money 
necessary to carry out his plans. In a letter written at this 
period, he says, "This will be the mode of crossing* the 



FIRST PROPBLLBR: invented BT TITCH. 

Atlantic in time, whether I shall bring it to perfection, or 
not : steamboats will be preferred to all other conveyances, 
and they will be particularly useful in the navigation of the 
Ohio and Mississippi. The day will come when some more 
potent man will get fame and riches for my invention." In 
this age of steam, John Fitch, the forerunner of Robert Ful- 
ton, ought not to be forgotten. 

The history of the great and successful manufacturing 
establishments of Connecticut, as a rule, goes back to a day 
of small beginnings. About the time of the adoption of 
the Constitution of the United States, Eli Terry of Windsor 
was making a few clocks of wood, that could be hung up 
against the wall. A few years afterwards he removed to 



Digitized 



by Google 



286 HISTORY OF CONNECTICUT. 

Plymouth, and continued in the same business. In 1800 his 
working-force consisted of two young men besides himself. 
The wheels were marked out on the wood with a square and 
compass, and then cut out with a fine saw and jack-knife. 
Twice a year Mr. Terry would start with a wagon-load of 
these clocks, and sell them at the scattered farmhouses and 
settlements west of the Hudson. He did so well, that, with 
the aid of several persons in Waterbuiy, he bought an old 
mill, introduced some new machineiy, and turned out five 
hundred at one time. This overstocked the market, and the 
price was reduced more than one-half. In 1810 Mr. Terry 
sold his factory to Mr. Seth Thomas and a Mr. Hoadley. 
Three years after this, Mr. Thomas, with a capital of a few 
hundred dollars, started alone in the business in that part of 
Plymouth that is now known as the town and village of 
Thomaston. With quiet sagacity and indomitable industry 
the young clockmaker guided his affairs with consummate 
ability' , and laid the foundations of what has become, under 
the guidance of his sons and successors, the largest clock- 
manufactory in the world. 

Mr. Terry, after selling out his business, resumed it again 
in time. Among his apprentices was a lad named Chauncey 
Jerome. As soon as Jerome came of age, he started a 
clock-factory on his own account. His principal shop was 
at New Haven ; and he showed great ingenuity and inven- 
tive skill in his work, whigh was marked in its financial 
conduct with many vicissitudes. The use of hmss instead of 
wood in the manufacture of clocks made it possible to pro- 
duce them more cheaply ; and the demand, not only in this 
country, but from foreign nations, constantly increased. 
The establishments of Thomas and Jerome were the pioneers 
of many others that have made Connecticut famous for its 
production of clocks. Hundreds of thousands of these 
time-keepers are sold from her factories annually, and it 
is safe to say there is scarcely a home in the United 
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States where the tick of a Connecticut clock cannot be 
heard. 

The old proverb, "There's nothing likie leather,'* was 
especially true in early colonial times. The production of 
leather and the manufacture of shoes increased so rapidly, 
that, within nine years from the settlement of New Haven, 
shoes were made for export. The fact that the dress of 
servants, and other laborers, was often made of leather, in- 
creased the demand for its production. Both at Hartford 
and New Haven the court took care to see that the quality 
was the best. Again and again those who sought to palm 
off a poor article were fined or otherwise punished for their 
misdemeanor. 

After the Revolution, the tanning and manufactui*e of 
leather was an industry that began to thrive, and this busi- 
ness was for many years a growing source of prosperity 
in Connecticut. In later times the making of boots and 
shoes has fallen more largely into the hands of other States, 
but in certain lines the manufacture of leather is still an 
important factor in our industries. The belting-manufactory 
of P. Jewell & Son's of Hartford is one of the largest, if 
not the largest, in the world. The oldest, and one of the 
most extensive, saddle and harness manufactories in the 
country is in the ''Charter-Oak" city. Workers in leather 
have made an honorable record in the civil as well as busi- 
ness affairs of the State. Roger Sherman, the statesman of 
Revolutionary times, was a shoemaker by trade. Marshall 
Jewell, governor and cabinet minister, was a member of the 
firm of P. Jewell & Sons ; and our present worthy governor, 
Phineas C. Lounsbury, won a reputation firat as the manu- 
facturer of good boots and shoes. 

Prior to the Revolution, such a thing as a pleasure-car- 
riage was scarcely known. Times have changed ; and to-day 
the making of carriages is the leading industry of New 
Havea, the largest city of our Commonwealth. Coaches 
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and gigs were made here late in the last century, but it was 
not until about the time of the war of 1812 that four- 
wheeled carriages were introduced. In 1809 a young man 
named James Brewster, while on his way to New York, was 
detained in New Haven by the breaking down of the coach 
in which he was travelling. Strolling about the town, he 
came to Cook's carriage-shop, on Orange Street, and there 
a conversation with the proprietor took place which induced 
him to locate in New Haven. Mr. Brewster was careful to 
secure the services of first-class workmen, and soon built 
up a large trade. The firm which he founded, and its suc- 
cessors and branches, have constructed a greater variety of 
carriages than probably any other in the country. 

With establishments equipped with the best machinery, 
and capable of turning out a finished carriage every hour, it 
is not strange that Connecticut carriages, bearing the name 
of New Haven, are almost as well known in every part of 
the world as Connecticut clocks. The names of the ener- 
getic and able men who have built up this great industry are 
too numerous for us to mention with that honor which they 
deserve. 

As far back as 1732 the business of making hats was car- 
ried on in New England to such an extent that the hatters 
of Ivondon complained of interference with their trade. This 
article of dress was fashioned with considerable skill and 
care in colonial times. The fur of the beaver was more 
abundant than now, and was used more lavishly. A hatter, 
like the shoemaker and blacksmith, was a personage who 
throve in every village. Methods of manufacturing were 
primitive; and in 1780, the earliest date of the business in 
Danbury, we learn that one journeyman and three appren- 
tices tui-ned off three hats per day. 

As late as 1845, hats were made by hand ; but since that 
time, the introduction of machinery has wrought an entire 
revolution in this industry. The thriving city of Danbury, 
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and the neighboring village of Bethel, are almost wholly 
given up to this trade. Single establishments are capable of 
producing a million dollars' worth of hats every year. 

The '* age of homespun," when the whir of the spinning- 
wheel and the click of the hand-loom were heard in almost 
every house, long since passed away. After the Revolu- 
tion a woollen manufactory was established at Hartford, 
which received aid from the General Assembly. President 
Washington, at the opening of Congress in 1790, wore a 
suit of broadcloth made in this factory. When David 
Humphreys of Derby was minister to Spain, he sent home, 
in 1802, a flock of Merino sheep. This improved quality 
of wool encouraged manufacture. A mill was built at 
Humphreysville (now Seymour), where the cloth was made 
for the suit which President Madison wore at his inaugura- 
tion in 1809. There are now more than one hundred 
establishments, scattered over the State, where wool is 
manufactured into every conceivable article of domestic and 
household use. The annual product of these mills is over 
eighteen millions of dollars. The manufacture of cotton 
goods is nearly equal in value to that of wool. It was from 
Yale College that Eli Whitnej' went to teach in Georgia in 
1792, and while there his Yankee skill invented the cotton- 
gin. His discovery made a revolution in the use of cotton ; 
but, like Fitch, he failed to reap the benefit that was honestly 
his due. Among those who have amassed lai^e wealth in 
our Commonwealth, in the manufacturing of cotton goods, 
the name of John F. Slater of Norwich is worth}* of special 
mention. One of the closing acts of his life was to set apart 
a fund amounting to over one million of dollars, the interest 
of which is annually appropriated to the education of the 
colored people of the South. 

The name of Horace Wells deserves an honored place 
among the benefactors of humanity. Before he became a 
resilient of Hartford, in 1836, he was interested in the dis- 
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covery of an ansesthefit to be used in dentistry to prevent 
pain. The employment of nitmus-oxide gas was suggested 
to his mind, and he used it successfully in alleviating suffer- 
ing. Late in 1844 he communicated the results of his ex- 
periments to prominent dentists in Boston. This knowledge 
was used to his disadvantage, but the credit of his remark- 
able discoveries cannot be taken from hiip. 

In 1814 a boy was born at Hartford whose restless dis- 
position caused much trouble to parents and teachers. 
At ten years of age he was working in a factory ; and at 
fourteen he ran away from home, and 
shipped before the mast on a vessel 
bound to India. It was on this long 
voyage that Samuel Colt, with the aid 
of his jack-knife, constructed the fii*st 
model of the revolver that has since 
made his name famous in every pait 
of the world. On his return home, 
he learned some of the secrets of 
chemistry from the manner of his 
father's bleaching and dyeing estab- 
lishment, and then started out on a 

SAMUEL COLT. , . .»-•••»> 

lectunng-tour over the united States 
and Canada. The special novelty of his course of in- 
struction was the administration of 'Maughing-gas ; " and 
with the money made in this two-yeai*s' trip, he was enableil 
to continue his experiments with his revolving fire-arm. In 
1835 he visited Europe, and secured patents for his inven- 
tion. The same year a company was formed for manufac- 
turing the revolvers ; but the result was discouraging, and in 
1842 the concern became insolvent. For five years no re- 
volvers were made ; but at that time the war with Mexico 
broke out, and General Taylor sent for a supply. The Gov- 
ernment ordered one thousand from Colt, who had to con- 
struct a new model, for a pistol of the company's make could 
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not be found. This order was filled at the little armory at 
Whitnejville, where, years before, Eli Whitney, with the en- 
couragement of Oliver Wolcott, then secretary of the tieas- 
ury, had manufactured arms for the United States. 

Having filled this commission, other orders followed ; and 
Colt soon removed his works to Hartford. In 1852 he laid 
the foundations of the great factory in which millions of 
revolvers have since been made. Besides this vast estab- 
lishment, the armory of the Winchester Arms Company, at 
New Haven, has a world-wide reputation. 

Midway between Hartford and New Haven, the city of 
Meriden has, within a few years, become the centre of great 
and diversified manufacturing interests. So rapid has been 
the growth of these industries, that many of those who were 
identified with these humble l^eginnings are still Hving. The 
manufacture of electro-plated goods has attaiued immense 
proportions. The factories of the Meriden Britannia Com- 
pany are not only the largest in the United States, but in tlie 
world.* 

A few miles west of Meriden we come to the busy and 
growing city of Waterbury. For twenty years after the 
opening of this century, the town of Waterbury decreased 
in population, until the outlook was very discouraging. A 
few humble dwellings were scattered on the hillsides over- 
looking the marsh and frog-pond that have since been trans- 
formed into the pleasant public square that lies in the heart 
of the city. About 1820 a new impetus was given to the 
production of gilt buttons, the making of which had been 
earned on for several years, in a small way. Since that 
time the place has become famous as the centre of great 
manufacturing interests, especially in the line of articles 
in which brass and copper are used. One firm has in 
operation machines which turn out eight millions of pins 
per day. The ingenuity and skill of Connecticut artisans are 
shown in the fact that more industries are secured by patent 
than in any other State. 
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According to the United-States census of 1880, the value 
of manufactured products of India-rubber was over twenty- 
five millions of dollars. The discovery that made an almost 
worthless substance capable of such value and use, was 
made in 1838 by Charles Goodyear. The story of his life 
is deeply interesting. Born at New Haven in the opening 
year of the present century, he had reached his majority 
when he went into business, as an iron-manufacturer, with 
his father, at Philadelphia. Misfortune overtook him m 
this trade, and his attention was attracted to the manu- 
facture and use of India-rubber. 
Owing to the adhesiveness and de- 
composition of the goods made of 
the gum-elastic, the business, thus 
far, had proved a failure. 

In the face of difficulties that 
brought keen suffering, both to him- 
self and his family, Goodyear persisted 
in continuing experiments that for a 
long time ended in disappointment. 
A part of these weary years, in which 
CHARLES GOODYEAR. mcu lookcd upou him as a foolish 
and crazed man, was spent in the 
town of Naiigatuck, not far from the village that since 
those days has sprung up around a lai*ge rubber-manu- 
factory, that bears the great inventor's name. 

The change wrought in the India-rubber gum b}- sul- 
phurous gas, and a high degree of heat, was discovered by 
Goodyear in the town of Woburn, Mass., in the winter of 
1838-1839. The year that followed this discovery, that 
has proved the source of so much blessing to the world, was 
one of the saddest in the inventor's life. Great losses had 
been sustained in the manufacture of the gum, and for a 
long time he could find no one willing to listen to his 
plans. Patiently perfecting the new product, he discovered 
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SO many uses to which it could be applied, that it finally 
required sixty patents to secure his inventions. It would be 
pleasant if, after these years of toil and suffering, we could 
speak of days of prosperity and abundant reward. This 
was not permitted. His rights were invaded by others, and 
expensive lawsuits left but little pecuniaiy rewaixi for the 
long years of toil and privation. It was eight years after 
the death of Charles Goodyear (1860), and four years 
after the expiration of his patent, that the validity of his 
title to the merits and benefits of his great discovery was 
confirmed by the decision of the Supreme Ck)urt of the United 
States. Others have reaped a harvest of wealth from the 
field where he sowed in weariness and suffenng, and gathered 
little ; but the pages of history will continue to give him the 
place of honor due a benefactor of mankind. 

The rugged and picturesque valley of the Naugatuck, from 
Winsted to Bridgeport, is an illustration of the growth of the 
manufacturing interests of the State in the past fifty years. 
Growing villages and cities fill the valley, where a few lonely 
farmhouses once stood ; and the products of their divereified 
industries are sent into every part of the world. The same 
is true in the eastern part of the State, where the streams 
that had little value, in the eyes of the colonial fathei-s, now 
furnish the motive-power of great factories that give em- 
ployment to thousands of people. 

At the close of the Revolution, there were ten or twelve 
houses on the site where the city of Bridgeport is now built. 
In 1790 there were but one hundred and ten inhabitants; 
1830 found a population of nearl}' eighteen hundred ; and 
since that time the increase has been constant and rapid. 
The terminus of the Naugatuck and Housatonic Railroads, 
with an easy communication with New York, both by water 
and land, Bridgeport has advantages that have already made 
it a great manufacturing centre. We can only mention the 
branch of industry by which it is most widely known. 
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Elias Howe, jun., invented the firet pmctical sewing-ma- 
chine in 1845 ; and five years afterwards Allen B. Wilson of 
Pittsfield, Mass... received a patent for two improvements on 
another style of machine. His invention interested capital- 
ists in Waterbary and Watertown, and the manufacture of 
the machines was commenced in a small way at the latter 
place. As the business increased, it was removed to Bridge- 
ix)rt. Salisbury iron, known as charcoal-iron, is unsurpassed 
in" quality, especially for car-wheels. The mines in the north- 
western part of the State were worked as early as 1 730 ; and 
during the Revolution they furnished the iron for cannon, 
chains, gun-barrels, and other munitions of war. Mines 
that are adjacent to coal-beds have the advantage in produc- 
tion ; but Connecticut, in 1880, produced thii-ty-eight thou- 
sand tons of iron. 

A volume would be needed to make even a brief men- 
tion of the various manufacturing intei^ests of Connecti- 
cut. Their annual product of over two hundred millions of 
dollars in value gives some idea of their extent. We have 
referred to inventions and discoveries that have given the 
Commonwealth an enviable reputation for mechanical skill 
and ingenuity. In other directions the sagacity and untiring 
efforts of her leadei*s in industrial enterprises have been 
crowned with success. In the competition of the markets of 
the world, the goods from her factories find a ready sale. 
The armies of Europe are furnished with her fire-arms. Eng- 
land buys her clocks and sewing-machines. France cannot 
furnish tlie homes of America with better sewing-silk than 
the mills of Connecticut.^ Australia and the East prefer 
cutlery, axes, and carriages of her Yankee make ; and the 
product of her wool and cotton factories go to every part of 
the world. The Centennial Exhibition at Philadelphia in 
1876 gave ample proof of the ingenuity of her inventora 
and the skill of her artisans. Her exhibits were unsurpassed 
by any other State in the Union, " in their variety, their per- 
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fection, and their durability." HartfoixJ has become noted 
through the development and success of the fire and life in- 
surance companies that have been organized and conducted 
by her citizens. The history of these companies is, to a 
great extent, the history of the insurance interests of the 
United States. 

The growth of her villages and cities is an indication of 
the material prosperity that has attended the development 
of the industries of the people of Connecticut. One hun- 
dred yeai-8 ago, New Haven, Hartford, and Norwich were 
scarcely more than over-grown villages; and many of the 
most beautiful cities and towns of our Commonwealth have 
reached their present position of iraix)rtance within the life- 
time of men now living. The future is to tell how large 
shall be the measure of blessing that will attend this pros- 
perity. The fathers and founders of the State endured hard- 
ship, but found peace and happiness in a good conscience, 
and the development of character marked by morality, and 
devotion to^noble aims. Only in this patii of integrity and 
righteousness can be found the way of life and enduring 
blessing. Will the children of this later generation walk 
therein? 



> Tin wabs was flrtt manufactured 
Id BerUn about 1770. This and kindred 
lodusuiet developed the ConnecUcut 
•« Yankee pedler." 

* SiLK-cuLTURS was undertaken In 
the Sute not far from 1732. Prefiideut 
SUlet of Yale CoUege In 1758 wrote 



articles In behalf of the silk-Industry, 
and at Commencements wore gowns 
made of Connecticut rilk. Dr. Aspiii- 
wall of Mansfield began, In 1758, the 
enterprise from which originated the 
great iilk-works of the Cheney Brothers 
at Manchester. 
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CHAPTER XLVII. 
CONNECTICUT IN LITERATURE. 

THE literature in the homes of the people dunng colonial 
times, and long after the Revolution, consisted generally 
of the Bible, and a few books of a devotional or theolc^ical 
character. With little leisure at their command, they thought 
more than they read. Their interest in spiritual truth was 
deep and intense, and the themes 
brought to their attention by the 
able and scholarly pastors of their 
churches were pondered and dis- 
cussed with keen attention and pix>- 
found sympathy. 
The leaders of the strong and 
^ thoughtful men and women who first 
settled in Connecticut had many of 
them received the advantages of a 

JONATHAN EDWARDS. i.i i , . it. 

liberal education ; and the views 
they held regarding civil and religious matters, soon formed 
a body of literature which in its words and spirit became the 
fountain-head of those principles of liberty that, united with 
Bible truth, developed the best ty\)e of Puritan character. 
The literature of those early days was limited, but potent in 
its sturdy discipline of mind, and inspiration of Christian 
ideals of manhood and womanhood. Among those nurtured 
under these influences, the name of Jonathan Edwards stands 
pre-eminent in the world of letters. As a metaphysician, he 
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has been called *•'' the greatest of the sods of men," and '' in 
power of subtle reasoning unmatched." This is the testi- 
mony of English and Scotch philosophers. 

Joseph Bellamy, a native of Connecticut, and pastor of the 
Congi*egational church in Bethlehem for a period of fifty 
years (1740-1790), was distinguished as a theological 
writer. Dr. Bellamy, in his life and work, represents a 
type of intellectual sei*vice that originated and developed the 
devotional literature demanded by the thoughtful minds and 
pious hearts of those who found their highest satisfaction in 
religious exercises. 

About the time of the breaking out of the Revolution, 
there was a stirring of thought and literary activity that 
revealed a change in the intellectual life of the people. The 
song-birds of those days of patriotic fervor were over-ambi- 
tious and crude in their style ; but they were the heralds of 
American literature, and as such deserve special considera- 
tion. Trumbull,^ Dwight, Humphreys,^ and Barlow' were 
fellow-students at Yale, and all, with one exception, natives 
of Connecticut. After the Revolution, Hartford became the 
residence of Barlow; and, in connection with Dr. Lemuel 
Hopkins and his old college friends, he prepared a series of 
papers called "The Anarchiad," which favored a strong 
federal constitution. The work, in the fields of literature, 
of this company of brilliant young men, who became known 
as *' the Hartford wits," was performed at intervals in con- 
nection with absorbing duties, but it made a deep impression 
in their day. Since their time, Mrs. Lydia Sigourney,* James 
G. Percival,* John Pierpont,* Fitz-Greene Halleck,^ S. G. 
Goodrich,® and others among the natives of Connecticut, have 
won poetic laurels. Among the few who devoted themselves 
entirely to literary pursuits in the early part of this century, 
was the distinguished lexicographer, Noah Webster. Born 
at West Hartford, and a graduate of Yale, most of his life 
was spent in his native State. If power be measured by 
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influence, few names in the educational history of the country 
stand as high as that of Dr. Webster. It was not his mis- 
sion so much to aid in creating literature, as to open the 

doors of its treasure-house. 

The home of Lyman Beecher, 
the gifted muuster of Litchfield 
from 1810 to 1826, was the birth- 
place of Harriet Beecher Stowe, 
whose fame as a writer is as world- 
wide as that of her brother, Henry 
Ward Beecher,* in the field of 
oratory. Whatever may be the 
final verdict of posterity regard- 
ing the genius of Mi*s. Stowe, she 
will be known as having written one of the most wonderful 
books of the nineteenth century. "Uncle Tom's Cabin," 
next to the "Pilgrim's Progress," has probably been trans- 
lated into more languages, and been more widely read, than 
any other uninspired volume. 

Working in an entirely different field, Horace Bushnell," 
through the activities of his powerful 
and original mind, exerted an influ- 
ence in the realm of theological and 
spiritual thought, that has not been 
surpassed by any other single mind 
in this century. Dr. Bushnell was 
a prose-poet with a style as unique 
and vigorous as that of Carlyle or 
Emerson. 

In recent years, Mrs. Rose Terry ,,^^^^ bushnkll. 
Cooke has gained a recognized ix)si- 

tion as one of the best writers of short stories in the 
country ; and Charles Dudley Warner, as a genial and 
thoughtful essayist, stands among the first of the present 
generation of literary men. The intellectual life of Yale 
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University is constantly making notable contributions to the 
literature of theol(^, science, philosophy, and history. 
The names of Dana, Whitney, Porter, Fisher, Hanis, and 
others are known and honored on both sides of the Atlantic. 



^ JoHif Trumbull was born in 
Watertown» April 24, 1750. After grad- 
natingatTale, where he filled the posi- 
tioQ of tutor for a Ume, he was admitted 
to the bar of ConneoUcut. He removed 
•oon after to Boston, and continued his 
studies In the oflQce of John Adams. A 
year or two before the breaking out of 
the Revolution, he returned to New 
Haven; and in 1775 he wrote the first 
part of his famous poem, M'Fingal. 
" M'Fingal is a burlesque poem, directed 
against the enemies of American liberty, 
and holding up to particular scorn and 
contempt the Tories, and tlie British of- 
ficers, naval, military, and civil, in Amer* 
ica." In 1801 Trumbull was appointed 
Judge of the superior court of Connecti- 
cut, which office he held until 1819. He 
died at the home of his daughter, in De- 
troit, in 1831. 

* D>yiD HuMPBRBTS, bom July, 
1752, was a native of Derby. He took an 
active part in the war of the Revolution. 
In 1778 he was aid to Oeneral Putnam, 
with the rank of major. Two years 
after this, he was appointed aid to 
Oeneral Washington, in which position 
he continued during the war, having the 
rank of colonel. After acting as secre* 
ury to Thomas Jefferson for two years* 
while the latter was minister to France, 
he returned to Connecticut in 1786. It 
was at this time tliat he assisted in the 
publicaUon of the Anarcliiad. At the 
request of Washington, be spent some 
time at Mount Vernon, and, among 
other literary work, wrote a Life of Gen- 
eral Putnam. In 1790 he received an ap- 
pointment to the court of Portugal, and 
afterwards to the court of Spain. Upon 
liis return to this country, in 1802, he in- 
terested himself in manufacturing and 



agricultural interests. He died in New 
Haven, Feb. 21, 1818. 

s JoBL Barlow was bom in 1755, at 
Redding. He gained considerable repu- 
tation as a poet while in college. After 
graduating, he was appointed chaplain in 
the army, which place he filled until the 
close of the war, when he settled at Hart- 
ford, and began the practice of law. It 
was at this time (1787) that he published 
his best poem, the Vision of Columbus, 
and conducted a weekly newspaper 
calledt he American Mercury. In 1788 
he went to Europe as the agent of a land- 
company; but, finding it to be aswin. 
dUng concern, be severed his connection 
with it, and returned to this bountry. 
After serving abroad in various pubho 
capacities, and gaining considerable 
wealth in commercial enterprises, be 
again settled in this country, and inter- 
ested himself in politics, and in planning 
the foundations of a national university. 
He published a new edition of his great 
poem in 1808, under the title Columblad. 
In 1811 he was appointed minister to 
France, with the object of negotiating a 
commercial treaty. It was necessary for 
him to have a personal interview with 
Napoleon; and he set out to meet the 
emperor, who was then at Wiina. He 
was taken ill on the way, and died at a 
Polish village near Cracow, Dec. 22, 1812. 
His recent biographer, Charles Burr 
Todd, says of Barlow, *' His verse first 
gave American poetry a standing abroad. 
Bis prose-writing contributed largely to 
the triumph of Republicanism in 1800. 
He was the first American cosmopolite, 
and twice made use of his position to 
avert from his country a threatened for- 
eign war. He was the godfather of the 
steamboat and canal, and sponsor with 
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Jefferson of our preeeot magnificent 
system of internal Improvements; while, 
had he been permitted to carry out his 
grand idea of a national ouiyersity, it 
is safe to say thai American art, letters, 
■cieuoe, and mechanics woold now be 
on a much more advanced and satisfac- 
tory footing. 

* Ltdia Sioournet, whose maiden 
name was Huutley, was bom at Nor- 
wich, in 1791. For several years she 
was a teacher. Her first published work , 
a volume of poems, was issued In 1815. 
She was married to Ur. Charles Sigour- 
ney, a merchant of Hartford, in 1819. 
Among her published volumes Is a de- 
scriptive poem on the Traiu of the Abo- 
rigines of America, Pocahontas and 
other Poems, Lays of the Heart, etc. 
Mrs. Sigourncy wrote several Instructive 
books for the young, and was a constant 
contributor to magazines and other peri- 
odicals. She died at Hartford, June 10, 
1865. 

• Jambs O. Pbrcival was bom In 
Beriin, Sept. 15, 1795. After graduating 
at Yale College, he studied medicine. 
He was appointed professor of chem- 
istry at West Point In 1824, and in 1827 
assisted Noah Webster in revising his 
dictionary. In 1835 he aided Professor 
Sbepard in making a geological survey 
of Connecticut, a report of which he pub- 
lished in 1842. He was appointed State 
geologist of Wisconsin in 1854, and held 
this position at the time of his death. 
Although his acquirements as a scientist 
were great, be will be chiefly remem- 
bered as a poet and literary roan. His 
first volume of poems, containing Prome- 
theus and several lyric pieces, was pub 
Ilshedinl821. Clio, a collection of prose 
and verse, carac from the press in 1822. 
The Mind, Dream of a Day and other 
Poems, was published in 1843. Percival 
was an eccentric man, of shy, retiring 
disposition. Although in straitened cir- 
cumstances, he collected a rare library 
of some ten thousand volumes. He died 
In 1856. "Few men possessed higher 
poetical quaUties than Perdval. His 



learning was comprehensive and thor- 
ough. He had a rich imagination, a re- 
markable command of language, and 
wrote with a facility rarely equalled.** 

« JoUH PiKBPOMT was bom in Litch- 
field, April 6, 1785. He graduated at 
Yale in the class of 1804. After filling 
the position of tutor for four years in the 
family of Colonel William Allston of 
South Carolina, he returned home, and 
stndied law. Ill health and other con- 
siderations led him to abandon his pro- 
fession, and for a time be was engaged 
in mercantile pursuits. Entering the 
mimstry, he became pastor in 1819 of 
the Hollis-street Unitarian Church hi 
Boston. He had already published a 
volume of poems in 1816, called The AIra 
of Palestine, which met with a favorable 
reception. Many of his short poems 
have been very popular, and had a wide 
circulation. He died at Medford, Mass., 
Aug. 27, 1866. 

^ Fitz-Obbbne Hallbck was bom 
at Guilford, August, 1790. At the age of 
eighteen he entered a banking-house in 
New York, with which he afterwards 
became associated. For many years he 
was in the private office of John Jacob 
Astor. In 1848 he retired to his native 
place, where he resided until his death. 
He early showed ability as a poet, and 
his reputation was established by the 
publication of a volume of his poems in 
1827. 

• S. G. Goodrich, bora at Ridgefield 
in 1793, is best known under his nom de 
plume of Peter Parley. He did much 
to popularize historical and scientific 
knowledge, and wrote a series of books 
for children, that extended through more 
than one hundred volumes. 

* Hbkrt Ward Bbbcher was bom 
in Litchfield, June 24, 1813, and died in 
Brooklyn, N.Y., March 8, 1887. After 
graduating at Amherst College, in 1834, 
he studied theology at Lane Seminary, 
Cincinnati, of which institution Us 
father was the president. He began 
his ministry in a Presbyterian Church 
at Lawrenoebnrg, Ind., where he re- 
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maloed two yean. He then removed to 
Indianapolis, the capiul of the State, 
where he remained until he accepted tlie 
pastorate of Plymouth Church, Brook- 
lyn, In 1847. From this time on, his 
ability as a platform-speaker and pulpit- 
orator waa uniyersally recognized. His 
death called forth the testimony on every 
side, that no voice had ever spoken with 
more marvellous range of power and in- 
flnence for humanity and the country in 
iu hour of peril. 

>• Horace Busbnell was born ai 
New Preston, then a part of Litchfield, 
in April, 1802, and died Feb. 17, 1876. 
After graduating at Yale College In 1827, 
he was, for a few months, on the edito- 



rial staff of the Journal of Commerce, 
and afterwards taught in a school at Nor- 
wich. In 1829 he became a tutor at Yale. 
He commenced the study of law, but In 
1831 he decided to enter the ministry. In 
1833 he was chosen pastor of the North 
Congregational Church In Hariford, 
where he remained for twenty -four 
years. Ill health compelled him finally 
to relinquish the active duties of a pas- 
torate, but his pen was busy almost to 
the close of his life. Dr. Busbnell was 
a public-spirited citizen, and It was at 
his suggestion that the land was secured 
for the beautiful park in Hartford that 
bears his name. 
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CHAPTER XLVIII. 
THE PUBLIC SCHOOLS OF CONNECTICUT. 

THE foundei-s of Connecticut had a high appreciation of 
education. If tlieir fii*st thought was of the church and 

religious privileges, the 
second was of the school. 
Both in New Haven and 
Hartford the public rec- 
ords show that teachers 
were employed, and schools 
opened, within a short time 
after their settlement. The 
example of these leading 
communities in making pro- 
vision for the education of 
their children, was followed 
by other towns as they 
sprung up. 

As early as 1650, the 

Connecticut colony oitiered 

that every township of fifty 

families should sustain a 

school, in which reading 

to be taught. When the 

hundred families, a grammar 

sL-uuui wa» vj uu »trt up, and teachers employed 

who could prepare any who might desire to enter the college 

at Cambridge. This provibiou was changed in 1672, and it 
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was only requii-ed that these grammar schools should be 
kept lip in each county-seat. 

The colonial records give ample proof of the deep interest 
that was felt in the cause of education. The bequest of 
Governor Edward Hopkins by his will, made in 1657, laid 
the foundations of the present high schools of New Haven 



In AoAH'sFa]] 
We finned all 



Heaven to find, 
The Bible Bdind. 



Chrift cracify'd 
For finners dy'd. 



The Deluge drawn'd 
The Earth around. 



Eli JAHbid 
By Ravens fed. 



The judgmeiit 
FsLixaflDAid. 



A PAOB IM THE NEW-ENGLAND PRIMEP 

and Hartford. This gift was the firet of the many that have 
been bestowed by citizens of Connecticut to aid her schools 
and colleges. Very few branches of study were taught in 
the public schools of colonial times. The modern text- 
books, that put the principles of knowledge in numbers, 
language, science, and geogra|)hy, in simple and classified 
form, were then unknown. But, while the range of learning 
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was limited, care was taken that there should be no illiterate 
children growing up. The obligation was placed upon every 
parent and guardian, ^^ not to suffer so much barbarism in 
any of their families, as to have a single child or appi-entiee 
unable to read the holy word of God and the good laws of 



THE NORMAL SCHOOL.' NEW BRITAIN.^ 

the colon}' ; ' and to bring them up to some lawful calling or 
employment,' under a penalt}- for each offence." 

Until after the Revolution, about the only books studied in 
the common schools were the New-England Primer, with its 
blurred and doleful pictures, and the Bible and Psalter. The 
DOW curious Hornbook ^ was in the hands of the younger 
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pupils ; while the older scholars had to depend, to a large 
extent, upon oral instniction. Arithmetic was only taught 
as far as the rule of three ; and the rules and examples were 
confined to the manuscript volume, that belonged to the 
teacher. The first geography for the use of schools was not 
published until 1784, and English grammar was seldom 
taught. Reading, spelling, and writing received special at- 
tention ; and the boys and girls of colonial times, in these 



COUNTRY ttCUOOL IM THK KABLY PABT OF THK CKMTUBY. 

imi)ortant exercises, were quite proficient. The teachers 
wrote all the copies, and made and mended the pens, which 
were of goose-quills. 

The late President Humphrey of Amherst College, a na- 
tive of Connecticut, in writing of the period between 1790 
and 1810, says, '*• Our school-books were the Bible, Webster's 
Spelling-book, and ^ Third Part,' mainly. One or two others 
were found in some schools for the reading-classes. Gram- 
mar was hardly taught at all in any of them, and that little 
was confined almost entirely to committing and reciting the 
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rules. Pai'sing was one of the occult sciences, in my 
day. 

''We had some few lessons in geography, by questions 
and answei-s ; but no maps, no globes : and as for black- 
boards, such a thing was not thought of till long after. 
Children's reading and picture books, we had none: tlie 
fables in Webster's Si)elling-book came nearest to it. 
Arithmetic was hardly taught at all, in the day-schools. As 
a substitute, there were some evening-schools in most of the 
districts. Si>elling was one of the daily exercises, in all of 
the classes." 

In colonial days, the schools were often kept by men and 
women who spent a lifetime in the sei-vice. They believed 
m the adage, '^ Spare the rod, and spoil the child." Punish- 
ment for wrong-doing was severe. It is related of a fa- 
mous New-London schoolmaster, by the name of Dow, that 
he had two strips of board joined flatwise by a hinge, and 
those who broke the rules of the school were compelled to 
put their fingei-s between the two boards, which were then 
drawn close together, and fastened securely. While there 
IS much to admire in the methods of family and business 
traming employed in earlier times, it must be conceded, 
that, in the matter of education, the majority of the people 
were satisfied with very slender acquirements. The School 
Fund, created in 1795, from the sale of Western lands be- 
longing to the State, did not for many years prove a bless- 
ing. The money given to the towns was so used that the 
people lost their interest in common schools. Teachers were 
very ix)orly paid, and there was little inducement to make 
it more than a teraporaiy profession. Increasing dissatis- 
faction on the part of those who desired their childi^n to 
have better advantages, led to the organization of academies 
and select schools in many of the rural towns, as well as 
villages and cities. In 1837 it was found that not less than 
ten thousand children of more wealthy and educated fami- 
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lies were receiviug instruction in these private schools, at a 
cost considerably greater than the amount expended for the 
remaining sixt}' or seventy thousand children. This con- 
dition of affairs, in connection with the fact that six thou- 
sand children of proper age were growing up m absolute 
ignorance, aroused attention. The efforts then made to 
bring about a ciiange for tlie l>etter, was the beginning of a 
movement that has gone steadily forward until the present 



THE MORGAN SCHOOL: CLINTON.' 

time. Whatever may have been the former shortcomings of 
the public schools, it can now be truthfully said, that as re- 
gards buildings, apparatus, and qualifications of teachers, 
the schools in the cities and larger villages are equal to the 
best in the country. It is matter for regret that this cannot 
be said of a large proportion of the schools in the rural 
districts. Very much of the advance that has been made 
in the methods of teaching and conducting the public schools 
of the Commonwealth, is due to the mfluence of the nor- 
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mal school,^ and the ability and faithfulness of the men who 
have had in charge the interests of education during the past 
half-century. In 1838 Henry Bamaixl entered upon his 
duties as the first State Superintendent of Schools. His ser- 
vices gave a new impulse to the cause of education. Among 
his co-laborei-8 the names of David N. Camp and Charles 
Noilhend deserve special mention. In 1865 the State Board 
of Education was organized, and Daniel C. Oilman was 
elected secretary. He was succeeded in 1867 by Birdsey G. 
Northrop, who held the office until January, 1883, when the 
present secretary, Charles D. Hine, entered upon the duties 
of this position. All of these eminent instructors have done 
much to advance the cause of education throughout the 
Commonwealth. * 



1 The Stats Normal School was 
opened In 1S50. Under iu present effi- 
cient management. It is doing excelleot 
work in prei>aring teaobers for their pro- 
fciision. 

< The Hobnbook, as shown on page 
30*2, was made of a thin board with a 
handle. The leaflet, containing the let- 
ters of the alphabet, with the Lord's 
Prayer, and other sentences.was fastened 
on the board, and covered with a piece of 
polished horn. Usually the handle had 
a hole in it, so that it could be slung to 
the girdle of the scholar. 

s The Morgan School, at CIinton» 
is a noble illustration of what a wise lib- 
erality can do for a country town and 
village commuiilly. Charles Morgan, 



a native of Clinton, had gained large 
wealth as a merchant and ship-owner in 
New York. In 1809 Mr. Morgan decided 
to establish a free high school in the vil- 
lage of his birth. The beautiful school - 
building was opened in 1871, and every 
child in the town may enjoy its advan- 
tages. Before his death, In 1878, the 
gifts of Mr. Morgan^ to the institution 
amounted to over three hundred thou- 
sand dollars. This endowment has en- 
abled the trustees to sustain an academic 
department of the highest order, that is 
patronized by a large number of schol- 
ars from neighboring towns. The school 
is equipped with vxcclleut scientific ap- 
paratus, and has a valuable library. 
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CHAPTER XLIX. 
YALE UNIVERSITY. 

THE early history of Yale College, from its foundation at 
Say brook until it was removed to New Haven, has 
already been given.* After the school was fairly settled 



YALE-COLLEGE BUILDINGS. 

•• The Old Brick Row." 

ujwn the site where it has since remained, it continued to 
prosper, until, before the close of the century, the number of 
students had risen to one hundred and thirty. The first 
building erected for the use of the college was of wood, three 
stories high, containing, besides chambers for the scholars, a 

* Bee page 100. 
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hall, library, and kitchen. In 1752, South Middle College 
was erected with funds that were secured from the proceeds 
of a lottery, and by a gift, from the Assembly, of money 
that had come into the colonial treasury from the sale of a 
French prize that had been captured by a Connecticut frigate. 
The other buildings in the line known as ''the old Brick 
Row,** were mostly erected before the opening of the present 
century. 

For many yeara, instruction was given by the president, 
aided by tutors, whose number varied from one to five. 
The study of theology was made prominent, and a large 
proportion of the graduates entered the ministry. College 
customs in colonial times reflected the aristocratic distinc- 
tions that marked society. As Late as 1767 the names of the 
students were arranged, not alphabetically, but acconling to 
rank. Undergraduates could not wear their hats in the front 
door-yard of the house of the president or a professor, and 
were compelled to '* uncover within ten rods of the person 
of the president, eight rods of the professor, and ^ve rods of 
a tutor." A freshman could not play with any member 
of an upper class without being asked, and a sophomore 
might discipline a freshman after obtaihing leave of a senior. 

The students addressed each other in Latin. The disci- 
pline of the school was enforced by a system of fines ; but 
freshmen and incipient sophomores sometimes, with much 
fonnality, were cuffed or boxed on the ear by the president 
in the chapel. 

From 1 739 to 1 766 Thomas Clap was the president of the 
college. His administration was sharply criticised because 
of his action towards students and teachers who sympathized 
with the revival movement which followed the preaching of 
Whitefield. The Assembly at one time was asked to inter- 
fere with the management of the school ; but President Clap, 
in a masterly argument, convinced them that the corporation 
was independent of the State in its conduct of the institution. 
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It is put on record by those who knew him best, that he was 
a " truly great man, a gentleman of superior natural genius, 
most assiduous application, and indefatigable industry." 

During the Revolution, the college was almost broken 
up. The remnant of the sophomore and junior classes 
were quartered at Glastonbury, and the freshmen at Faim- 
ington. A few seniors remained at New Haven, under tutor 
Dwight. Noah Webster was then at Yale, and relates, that, 
when General Washington passed 
through New Haven on the way to 
Cainbridge to take command of 
the American army, he was in- 
vited to see a company of students 
perform their military exercises. 
Having expressed his gmtification 
at the manner they acquitted them- 
selves, they escorted the general 
''as far as Neck Bridge,*' Web- i 
ster playing the fife. In July, " 
1779, New Haven was invaded by 
the British. Among those who 
shouldered their muskets, and did ^zr^ bxiLEh. 

all they could to resist the enemy, 

was the venerable ex-president Daggett. He was taken 
prisoner, and received injuries tluit hastened his death. 

The officers of the college suffered great inconvenience 
from the depreciation of the Continental currency, and were 
compelled to eke out a living by payments for services, made 
in beef, pork, wheat, and Indian corn. 

Ezra Stiles, the president of Yale from 1777 to 1795, was 
one of the best scholai-s of his day. As an antiquarian and 
Orientalist, he had no peer in the country. His restless mind 
was intereste<l in almost every department of learning. In 
the midst of his varied researches and official duties, he took 
an active part in plans for the abolition of the slave-trade. 
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It was dniing the admiDistration of President Stiles, that the 
State made a liberal grant to the college, in return for which 
the governor, lieutenant-governor, and six senior senators 
were made ex-officio members of the corporation. South 
College, built in 1794, was named Union Collie in honor of 
this closer connection between the college and the common- 
wealth. 

It was still the day of small things. Lyman Beecher, who 
was a student at this time, gives us these reminiscences : '^ The 
stairs in the main building were worn nearly through ; the 
rooms defaced and dirty. As to apparatus, we had a great 
orrery almost as big as the wheel of an ocean-steamer. It 
was made to revolve, but was all rusty : nobody ever started 
it. There was a four-foot telescope, all rusty ; nobody ever 
looked through it, and, if they did, not to edification. There 
was an air-pump so out of order that a mouse under the 
receiver would live as long as Methuselah. There was a 
prism, and an elastic hoop to illustrate centiifugal force. 
This was all the apparatus the college had." 

Upon the death of Dr. Stiles, in 1795, Timothy Dwight 
became president. Under his guidance, the college made 
rapid advancement. His strong intellect and executive 
ability shaped and directed the affairs of the institution at a 
critical period. The impress of his marked personality and 
religious spirit was of a deep and abiding character, and it 
was his privilege to broaden the foundations of the college 
that has become the great university over which his grandson 
and namesake now presides. 

The Medical School, organized in 1810, was the first pi-o- 
fcssional school connected with the college. The Department 
of Theology was established in 1822, and the Law School two 
years afterwards. The Divinity School has been especially 
prosperous, and from its beginning has l>een favored with the 
services of teachers of distinguishel ability. 

Very early in his administration, President Dwight gave 



Digitized 



by Google 



YALE tJNIVBRSITY. 313 

attention to the better equipment of the college in the Depart- 
ment of Natural Science. It was through his encoumgement 
that Benjamin Silliman prepared himself for the distinguished 
service as a teacher and writer that reflected so much credit 
on the college in the early part of this century. In 1847 
the Scientific School was instituted that has now become the 
largest department of the univei-sity, after the academical. 
This school bears the honored name of Joseph E. Sheffield, 
whose donations for its benefit 
amounted to upwards of half a 
million of dollars. 

The work of developing the plans 
inaugurated by Dr. Dwight was 
carried forwaixi with eminent ability 
under the long and pros^^rous ad- 
ministrations of Presidents Day 
and AVoolsey. From the thousands 
of students who graduated from 
Yale during the yeare in which 
these distinguished men were at 
its head, there has come testimony, 
in innumerable ways, that the char- benjamin silliman. 

aeter of these Christian scholars 

and their associates has been one of the chief causes of the 
valuable results accomplished by their Alma Mater. 

Upon the resignation of Dr. Woolsoy, in 1871, Noah 
Porter was elected president of the college. Like his prede- 
cessors, he had been long connected with tlie institution as a 
professor. No higher honor can l)e paid to this giftcnl 
scholar than to say that his administration was worthy of tiic 
best traditions of the college. When he resigned his oflftce, 
in 188G, the college had long been in reality a university. 
The growth and advance of its professional, scientific, and 
art departments, demanded the change in name and organic 
relation that should bring them into the most close and vital 
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relation. Naturally, the names of distingaished scholars and 
teachers from every part of the country were mentioned in 
connection with the vacant presidency. The choice, with 
singular unanimity, fell upon Timothy D wight. For many 
years an honored professor in the Divinity School, respected 
for his scholarly acquirements and executive ability, and 
beloved by all who know him, he has entered upon his arduous 
duties at the head of the great school of learning of which 
Connecticut has such reason to be proud. 

The history of Yale Univereity is in many ways identified 
with that of the country. The list of her graduates contains 
the names of men who have been eminent in all the walks of 
life. As a collegiate school, she furnished instruction to a 
large number of the most gifted of the ministers of Connec- 
ticut and New England. At the time of the Revolution, her 
graduates, with sword and i^en, did a noble work. In that 
band we find the names of Trumbull, Dwight, Humphreys, 
and Barlow. A little later on, when there came a demand 
for trained minds in laying the foundations of the govern- 
ment, this service fell, to a remarkable extent, into the hands 
of those who had been educated at Yale. John C. Calhoun, 
a graduate of the college, when a member of the House of 
Representatives, made the assertion that he had ''seen the 
time when the natives of Connecticut, togetlier with aU the 
graduates of Yale, there collected, wanted only five of being 
a majority of that body." 

In one class alone (1837), are to be found the names of the 
Honorable William M. Evarts, Chief Justice Waite,^ Samuel J. 
Tilden, and Edwards Pierrepont, attorney-general and minis- 
ter to England under Grant. " In scholarship, Yale is rej)- 
resented b}- such names as Webster, Worcester, AVoolsey, 
Hadley, and Whitney ; in science and invention by Silliman, 
Morse, Whitney, Dana, and Chauvenet; in divinity, by 
Edwards, Hopkins, Emmons, Dwight, and Taylor; in the 
State and at the bar, by Grimke, Mason, Kent, Calhoun, 
and Evarts." 
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This great university has a reputation that gathers within 
its halls students from eveiy part of the country. Among 
them are the sons of wealthy and honored parents ; but they, 
alike with those who are compelled to meet privations in order 
to secure an education, are measured by standards of char- 
acter and intellectual ability. There is no boy in Connecti- 
cut who desires the benefit of a university training, and shows 
that he has capacities worthy of such oppoitunities, that need 
turn away from the doors of Yale. 



> Morrison R. Waitb wag born at 
Lyrae, Nov. 29, 1816. After leaving col- 
lege, he studied law In hU native town ; 
and after hla admlMion to the bar, bo re- 
moved to Ohio. While a rcAident of 
Toledo, he declined many nominations to 
public office, preferring to devote him- 
self to his profession, in which he built 
up a large practice in the higher branchea 
of the law. He gained disUnguishcd 



honor as one of the counsel of the United 
States in the Geneva arbitration on the 
** Alabama " claims. He was president of 
the Constitutional Convention of Ohio 
In 1873, and in 1874 was nominated and 
confirmed as Chief Justice of the United 
Sutes. Few men have been more uni- 
versally esteemed by the naUon than this 
great jurist. 
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CHAPTER L. 
WESLEYAN UNIVERSITY. 

THE early history of the Methodist-Episcopal Church in the 
United States is full of mmantic interest. Very few of 
the evangelistic preachers who kindled the flame of spiritual 



WEiiLBYAN UNIVERSITY, MIDDLETOWN. 

fervor that swept over every part of the country in the oi)en- 
ing years of this century, had received the advantages of a 
lil>eral education. The quiclcening of the religious life, how- 
ever, soon developed in the best and strongest minds among 
Ihcm a desire for intellectual discipline and knowledge. 
This interest increased with the rapid growth of the denomi- 
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nation, and the opening of preparatory schools in New 
England led to the discussion of plans for founding a college 
in the same section. 

The vacant buildings of a once flourishing military school 
at Middletown were offered for sale at an almost nominal 
sum. A casual suggestion that they might be purchased for 
the use of the projected institution, resulted in a serious 
agitation of the plan. Further competition for the location 
of the college led the owners of the property to deed it free 
to the Methodist conferences inter- 
ested in the matter, with the under- 
standing that an endowment fund 
of forty thousand dollars should be 
raised. Nearly eighteen thousand 
dollars of this amount was promptly 
subscribed by citizens of Middle- 
town. 

In May, 1831, the State granted 
the college a charter; and in the 
following autumn its doors were 
opened to students. Previous to 
this, Wilbur Fisk, principal of the 
Wesleyan Academy at Wilbraham, ^,^^^^ ^^^^^ „„. 

Mass., had been elected president 

of the university. Dr. Fisk was a man of rare piety and 
beautiful character, and his administration of the college was 
marked by great prudence and ability. At the death of Dr. 
Fisk, In 1839, Stephen Olin was elected president. Dr. 
Olin had won a national reputation as a preacher of wonder- 
ful jjower and eloquence. Ill health, unfortunately, made it 
impossible for him to do what he wished for the college ; but 
he was able to improve its financial condition, and his name 
and influence were helpful in many ways.^ He was succeeded 
in 1852 by Augustus W. Smith, who had been connected with 
the institution since its foundation. At this time the raising 
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of an endowment fund of nearly one hundred thousand dol- 
lars, placed the college upon a stronger financial basls.^ 

Upon the resignation of Dr. Smith, in 1857, Joseph Cum- 
mings was elected president. Great material improvements 
were made under his administration. A substantial and 
elegant library building was opened in 1868. The beautiful 
Memorial Chapel, erected in memory of those students and 
alumni who fell in the war for the Union, was dedicated in 
187L During the same year, the Orange Judd Hall of Nat- 
ural Science, built at a cost of one hundred thousand dollars, 
was opened for use. It contains a well- furnished chemical 
laboratory, and a fine museum of natural history.' 

Dr. Cummings was succeeded in 1875 by Cyrus D. Foss, 
D.D., who filled the ofl3ce with marked success. Dr. Foss, 
having been elected one of the bishops of the Methodist 
Church, resigned his place at the head of the college in 1880 ; 
and the present incumbent, John Wesley Beach, D.D., was 
called to the presidency. Wesleyan University has been for- 
tunate in the character and ability of the men who have filled 
her chairs of instruction. While the college is vitally con- 
nected with the Methodist- Episcopal Church, it has never 
been in spirit or teaching a sectarian institution. 

The original intention of the founders to make it a univer- 
sity in fact as well as name, has not been realized, and has 
long since been abandoned ; but as a college, it stands in the 
front rank. The standard of scholarship is high, and the 
course of instruction is fitted to develop a broad and liberal 
culture. 

1 Dr. Olin, when first elected, was * The productive funds of the college 

unable to aasuroo the duties of ttie office are now about $700,000. ^ 
on account of ill health. lie resigned * Thb BfusBUM was arranged under 

in 1841; and Nathan Bangs, D.D., was the direction of Professor W. N. Rice, 

elected to the presidency. Dr. Bangs ac- LL.D., whose reputation as a scholar 

cei)ted the position with reluctance, and and instructor has brought honor to 

in the following year (1842), as the the insUtuUon he has so faithfully 

health of Dr. Olln had improved, re- served, 
signed, that te might take the office. 
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CHAPITER 11. 
TRINITY COLLEGE. 

IN 1819 the Rev. T. C. Brownell, D.D., a graduate of, and 
for more than ten years a tutor and professor in, Union 
College, was elected bishop of the Episcopal Church in Con- 
necticut. The purpose to found a college, to be under the 



TRINITY COLLEGE, UABTFORD. 

direction of his diocese, ripened early in the mind of Bishop 
Brownell ; and in May, 1823, Washington, now Trinity, Col- 
lege, was chartered by the State. The charter provided that 
an endowment fund of thirty thousand dollars should be 
secured. Over fifty thousand dollars was immediately sub- 
scribed ; and, as most of this came from Hartford, it was 
decided to locate the college in that city. The first buildings 
were erected on the site now occupied by the State Capitol. 
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Dr. Brownell was elected president in May, 1824. The 
course of study was made somewtiat elective ; and those who 
desii*ed to follow a partial course for not less than two years, 
were given an English diploma. This new feature proved 
attractive, and the college had a fair number of students 
from the time it was opened. During the seven years that 
Bishop Brownell was at the head of the .institution, the 
endowment fund was increased, and a good library obtained. 
The pressure of his other duties made it necessary for him 
to resign, in 1831. Nathaniel S. Wheaton, then rector of 
Christ Church, Hartford, was elected his successor. He was 
especially successful in improving the financial condition of 
the college. With lavish generosity he gave of his own pri- 
vate means, and his taste and care did much to beautify the 
college-grounds. 

Dr. Wheaton accepted the rectorship of Christ Church, 
New Orleans, in 1837, and Silas Totten was elected presi- 
dent. Dr. Totten had been for four years the professor of 
mathematics and natural philosophy. During his admin- 
istration of eleven years, a third dormitory building, named 
Brownell Hall, was erected, a number of scholarships en- 
dowed, and the name of the institution changed from '• Wash- 
ington '* to Trinity College. 

In 1848 Dr. Totten resigned, and John Williams was 
chosen to the presidency. Dr. Williams was in the early 
prime of a noble manhood, the promise of which has been 
fulfilled in all the high offices to which he has been called. 
He was the first graduate of the college chosen to administer 
its affairs. Under his dii'ection a Theological Department 
was opened, which led to the establishment of the Berkeley 
Divinity School, organized in 1854, and located in the city 
of Middletown. 

The election of Dr. Williams as assistant bishop of tlie 
Diocese of Connecticut, in 1851, soon made it necessary for 
the college to seek a new president. Daniel R. Goodwin, a 
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graduate of Bowdoin College, was elected to this position, 
and dischai^ed its duties for seven years. In 1860 Samuel 
Eliot, professor of history and political science, became the 
president; and, after four years of service, he was suc- 
ceeded by John B. Kerfoot, who within two years resigned, to 
accept the bishopric of Pittsburg. 

During this i)eriod of frequent changes, the college was 
placed uix>n a stronger financial basis by the gifts of many 
of its friends. Abner Jackson, a graduate of the college in 
the class of 1837, was elected president in 1867. Under his 
administration, the number of students increased, and the 
college received a legacy of sixty thousand dollars from Mr. 
Chester Adams of Hartford. 

In 1871 the city of Hartford voted to offer a site to the 
State for the erection of a new Capitol. A proposition to 
purchase the college-grounds for this purpose met with much 
opposition, and was twice rejected by the trustees. The 
sale was finally made, and the city paid six hundred thou- 
sand dollars for the land. A new site was bought, contain- 
ing about seventy-eight acres, a mile south of the old campus. 

Dr. Jackson died in 1874, and Thomas R. Pynchon was 
elected to the presidency. Under his direction, the plans 
were completed for the beautiful buildings now used by the 
college. He was succeeded in 1883 by the Rev. George 
Williamson Smith, D.D., who still remains at the head of the 
institution. Trinity College is a worthy representative of 
the Episcopal Church, under whose care it has prospered, 
and gives promise of increasing usefulness. 
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CHAPTER LII. 
CONNECTICUT IN THE LIFE OF THE NATION. 

FROM its earliest settlement, the iiistory of Connecticut is 
the history of a republic. The Constitution adopted by 
the freemen of Hartfoixi, Wethersfield, and Windsor, in 
1639, expressed the will of an indci>endent commonwealth. 
All power proceeded from the people, and they swore alle- 
giance alone to the government of the State they had 
founded. No company of men did more in laying the foun- 
dations upon which the supei-structure of our national insti- 
tutions have arisen, than the Puritan fathers of Connecticut. 
Patient, faithful. God-fearing, they built even better than 
they knew. But their work was no accident. They were 
alert and quick to seize everj' favorable opportunity to 
strengthen their position as a free commonwealth. This 
secured the charter that bestowed ui>on them such ample 
privileges and freedom, that it ixjmained the law of the State 
long after its separation from the mother country. 

The wise administration of affairs that gave Connecticut, 
in the colonial period, her " halcyon days of peace," was 
marked by able statesmanship. The prospent}' that smiled 
upon the thrift and iudustr}' of her people did not make 
them blind to the law of life that united them to sister colo- 
nies. In the long struggle of the " French wars," they 
realized the vital interests which were at stake. They felt 
that the supremacy of the English race in North America 
must be secured at all hazards. Their freedom, with the 
civil aud religious privileges they enjoyed, was the birth- 
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right of EugUsh blood and English history. To preserve 
this heritage, no sacrifice was too great. It was for this they 
fought, and not for the glory of England or the enlarge- 
ment of her bounds. 

The victory of Wolfe on the Heights of Abraham prepared 
the way for the birth of a new nation. A stupid king, by 
his narrow-minded and coercive policy, not only aroused the 
indignation of the colonies, but opened the eyes of many to 
the possibilities of an independent national life. The feeling 
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of attachment for the mother country that had been cher- 
ished through many generations, was lost in the fervor of 
patriotic zeal that burst from the hearts of the people. Their 
allegiance to the English crown was a sentiment ; their love 
of free institutions sti'ong as life. 

The part borne by Connecticut in the war of the Revolu- 
tion will ever be remembered as a bright chapter in the his- 
tory of the great Republic that was then started on its career. 
When peace was declared, and the independent States with 
their conflicting interests were called upon to face the pi*ob- 
lem of forming a Union that should make a nation, the 
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statesmen of Connecticut acted a foremost part. " Her dele- 
gation to the convention," says Bancroft, "was tbrice 
remarkable : they had precedence in age, in exiMirience from 
177G to 1786 on committees to frame or amend a constitu- 
tion for the country, and in illustrating the force of religion 
in human life." 

It is safe to say tliat no two men in the convention that 
framed the Constitution of the United States, exerted a 
greater influence than Roger Sherman and Oliver Ellsworth. 
At a critical juncture, when the debate had fallen into an 
almost hoi)eless difference of opinion, these men took the 
lead, and suggested compromises that were finally adopted, 
and have proved essential to the vei^ life of the Constitution 
in its practical working. 

In the century that has past since the adoption of the Con- 
stitution, Connecticut, through her educational institutions 
and industrial activities, has exeiled a marked influence u|x>n 
the life of the nation. From the ranks of her citizens have 
arisen men who have been recognized as leadei^s of opinion and 
conscience in the great moral conflicts that have agitated the 
minds of the peoi)le. When, in the progress of events, the 
long and l)itter struggle of the slave-ix)wer ft»r national supre- 
macy culminated in rebellion,, there was no State in which 
the issues of the conflict were more clearly rec(^nized than 
in Connecticut. The feeling that fused the will of men of all 
parties in a common puriK)se did not spring from hate or 
excited passion. They loved their State, and were as jeal- 
ous of their local rights as the citizens of South Carolina ; 
but they believed that the life of the State was dependent on 
the life of the nation. It was this conviction that prompted 
the sacrifice of life and treasure m the conflict that destroyed 
slavery, and proved the strength of the underlying princi- 
ples u[X)u which rests the siiperstructui-e of our free institu- 
tions. 

There remains the mention of one other way, of peculiar 
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interest, in which the life of Connecticut has entered into 
the life of the nation. Within five years after the first set- 
tlement of the valley of the Connecticut, the tide of emigra- 
tion from the mother country to New England almost 
entirely ceased. Very few came to enlai^e the number of 
the colonists. But they were a hardy race, and the popula- 
tion for more than a century doubled once in twenty years. 
From this natural increase, new towns were settled, until, at 
the period of the Revolution, most of the land withm the 
bounds of the State had been taken up. 

According to the chailer of King Charles, the limits of 
the colony extended westward fi*om Narragansett Bay to the 
Pacific Ocean. It was under this authority that Connecticut 
pioneers laid claim to the beautiful valley of Wyoming, and 
commenced a settlement there as early as 1763. Before 
peace was formally declared, at the close of the Revolution, 
the State, following the example of other commonwealths, 
gave up her chailer-claim to all laud west of New York, with 
the exception of six million acres in what is now the north- 
western part of Ohio. It was not long l>efore the stream of 
emigration began to flow into this new country. The number 
that left the State, and found homes in this '^Western re- 
serve," was so great that it was known as '' New Connecti- 
cut." The ancestral ties that still connect this portion of 
the great Commonwealth of Ohio with the " Land of Steady 
Habits," are strong and vigorous in mutual respect and 
affection. There are those still living who recall the inci- 
dents connected with the emigration of parties, usually 
neighbors and friends, who had decided to settle in what was 
then known as the '* Far West." Nothing illustrates more 
strikingly the change that has been wrought in modes of 
conveyance than the picture of the heavy covered wagons 
of these early emigrants moving slowly along the rough 
roads, and consuming days and weeks in itjaching a destina- 
tion that is now arrived at within a few hours. The welfare 
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of those who thus went forth from the land of their fathers 
was tenderly remembered in the public prayers of the village 
minister, and the farewells of separating friends were 
spoken as if they were the last. 

Connecticut takes a just pride, not only in the record of 
the families who did so much in the settlement of Ohio and 
Western New York, but also in the part her sons have acted 
in the history and development of the States and Territories 
of the West. The influence she has in this way exeiled upon 
the life of the nation has been incalculable. 
. A biief reference to the ancestry of the men, who, in the 
last quarter of a century, have been nominated and elected 
to fill the highest office in the gift of the people of the United 
States, well illustrates this influence. In the little company 
that settled the town of Windsor in 1635, Matthew Grant 
was an active and prominent citizen. One of his descend- 
ants, Noah Grant, then living In Coveutiy, joined the expe- 
dition against Crown Point in 1755, and was killed in the 
same year. The Colonial Records preserve the memorial of 
his distressed widow, who asked the relief of the Assembly in 
settling the insolvent estate of her husband, that she might 
secure the small amount that was due him for wages while in 
the service. This soldier, buiied in an unknown grave, left 
two sons. One of them, named for his father, served with 
distinction as a captain in the war of the Revolution. He 
was the grandfather of Ulysses S. Grant, the victorious 
leader of the Union armies, and for eight years President of 
the United States. 

In the Presidential election of 1864, the Democrats nomi- 
nated General George B. McClellan, whose grandfather was 
a prominent citizen and beloved physician in the town of 
Woodstock. In the story of the Revolution, on page 209, 
an incident is told of Captain Moses Seymour of Litch- 
field. It was his grandson, Ex-Governor Horatio Sej'mour 
of New York, who was nominated as the candidate of 
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the Democratic party in the Presideutial campaign of 
1868. 

In 1682 George Hajes settled at Windsor. His son 
Daniel was captured by the Indians about 1712, and taken to 
Canada, whence he was mnsomed by the General Assembly, 
which appropriated '* seven ix)unds to be paid out of the 
public treasury '* for this purpose. He afterwards made his 
home in Simsbury. His son Ezekiel i-emoved to New Haven, 
where the first Rutherford Hayes, grandfather of the future 
President, was born. In the election of 1876, that was finally 
decided by an electoral commission, another ex-governor of 
New York, Samuel J. Tilden, was the nominee of the Demo- 
cmts. His ancestor, Daniel Tilden, a native and resident of 
Lebanon, raised a company of volunteers on receiving news 
of the battle of Lexington. At the battle of Trenton he 
commanded the company in which James Monix)e served as 
lieutenant. Years afterwards, when President Monroe vis- 
ited Connecticut, he was a guest in the home of his old 
commander. In 1790 John Tilden, the grandfather of Gov- 
ei-nor Tilden, removed to New- York State, and settled in the 
town which was named New Lebanon in honor of his old 
Connecticut home. We close this record with the name of 
Grover Cleveland, now President of the United States, 
whose grandfather, William Cleveland, was a respected citi- 
zen of Norwich. 

Connecticut has reason to be proud of the character and 
services of the distinguished men and women who have been 
born upon her soil, and also of those whose aucesti^ identify 
them with her history. Tills heritage of influence is pleasant 
to dwell upon, because it is a beautiful tribute to the family 
and home life of earlier days. That life was based upon 
Christian instruction and faith. The discipline of toil, with 
its variety of tasks, developed vigor of body and mind ; and 
the conditions of society gave room for the exercise and 
growth of personal character and influence. 
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Those who have helped in making the history of Conneo- 
tieut worthy of remembrance, learned the lesson of obedi- 
ence and faithfulness in youth, and m maturer years walked 
in the way of God's commandments. 



> Hartfobd has been Uie sole capital 
since 1875. The ereoUon of Uie preseui 
Capilol commenced in 1872» and It was 
completed in 1878, at a cost, including 
the land, of $3,100,000. Of this amount 
the city of Hartford contributed $1,100,- 
000. and the Stote $2,000,000. It is built 
of marble, and for beauty of design, and 
harmony of proportions, is universally 
oonceded to be one of tJie finest public 
buildings in the country. The Honor 
able A. E. Burr, who was the efficient 
chairman of the committee who tad in 
charge the erection of the Capitol, has 
given the following history of the Sute 
Houses that preceded it : — 

" The first General Court was held in 
Hartford, in April, 1636. The meeting, 
house of the First Congregational Society 
had a court cliambec where the General 
(?ourl was held In 1720 the first Sute 
House was finished. It was a wooden 
strucuire, 74 by 30 feet in size, standing 
on Court House Square. It tiad front 
and side entrances, and was occupied till 
1796. That building was partly burned 
during the celebration of peace in 1783. 
III! cost was £750, the town of Hartford 
paying £250. 

*'Tbe next Slate House in Haitford, 
and the tlilrd built by tlie State, was the 



structure now known as the City Hall on 
State-House Square, the foundations of 
which were laid in 1792, the building 
being occupied by the Stale in May, 1790. 
Its cost was $52,480, of wtiich the town 
of Hartford paid $3,600, and the county 
of Hartford $1,500. Our present Slate 
constitution was adopted in that building 
in 1818. €ieneral LafayeUe, and Presi- 
denu Monroe, Jackson, and Grant, in 
Uieir visits to Hartford, were received 
wlUiin Its walls. 

** The second State House was built 
in New Haven, on the green, fronting 
Temple Street, in Uie year 1763. It was 
of brick, in appearance like a large-sized 
three story dwelling-house. Tlie first 
floor was for balls and a dining-hall on 
great occasions. The Senate and House 
met on the second floor. It was removed 
In 1830. 

** The fourth State House was bulk 
on the New-Haven Green. It was fin- 
ished in the year 1830, and was of brick 
and stucco, of the Ionic, or Greek, order. 
Ithiel Towne was the architect. It cost 
the Slate $41,500. When the single capi 
tal was adopted, the State presented ibis 
bui Iding to i he city of New Haven. The 
last session of the General Assembly 
Held in it was in 1874.'* 
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CHAPTER Lin. 

BOUNDARY.LINE8 AND PHYSICAL QEOQRAPHY OF 
CONNECTICUT. 

A GLANCE at the map of Connecticut shows irregulari- 
ties in the boundary-lines of the south-western part of 
the State, and a curious oblong notch, about midway on the 
northern line, that are reminders of some of the boundai^- 
disputes that caused so much ti'ouble in colonial times. The 
agreement regarding the western boundary, after New York 
came into the possession of the English in 1664, held until 
Feb. 23, 1685, when a new one was ratified and signed at 
Milford by the governors of the two colonies, Thomas Don- 
gan and Robert Treat. The line then accepted has at 
diflPerent times been rectified and straightened, but other- 
wise has remained unchanged. 

The old claim of New York was recognized, that Connec- 
ticut was not to come nearer the Hudson than twenty miles. 
This gave the town of Rye to New York. The Rye people 
were so displeased at this, that they refused to abide by the 
decision, until the line was confirmed by the king in 1700. 
A survey, made in 1725 and 1731, was again carefully rec- 
tified by New York in 1860. The boundary thus established 
was accepted by both States in 1878 and 1879, and confirmed 
by Congress in 1880-81. 

When Connecticut was first settled, it was known that 
the south line of Massachusetts, according to her charter, 
ran west to the Pacific Ocean, *- from a i)oint three miles 
south of the most southerly branch of Charles River." 
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Where this line would cross the Connecticut River was un- 
known. When Mr. Pynchon settled Springfield (Agawam), 
he at first supposed that the land there was within the juris- 
diction of Connecticut. In 1642 Massachusetts employed 
two surveyors, Woodward and Saffery, to run a line between 
the two colonies. Having fixed upon the point of departure 
on Charles River, they took passage in a sailing-vessel which 
brought them up the Connecticut. They decided that the 
line, according to their measurements of latitude, ran a short 
distance above Windsor. The Connecticut authorities were 
unwilling to accept the wild guess of the ignorant surveyors, 
whom they ironically called, " the mathematicians." The 
settlers of Sufldeld and Enfield, being under the jurisdiction 
of Massachusetts, were in constant trouble with Windsor 
and Simsbury over their ill-defined bounds. Connecticut 
made surveys of the line in 1695 and 1702, which proved 
beyond a doubt to her people that Massachusetts had en- 
croached several miles upon her territory. Both colonies 
appealed to the crown, but finally agreed upon a compro- 
mise in 1714 that placed the boundary about as it now runs. 
Enfield, Sufifleld, and Woodstock were still 8upi)osed to be 
north of tlie line, and remaineil under tlie authority of Mas- 
sachusetts. Careful surveys showed that these towns were 
really south of the line, and in 174D Connecticut granted 
their request to be received under her care. Massachusetts 
did not abandon her claim to these towns until 1804. In 
1822 and 1826 the line was run as it is at present. 

The history of the singular indentation, where the line 
bounds Granby and Suffleld, is given by Barber as follows: 
** It appears that the bounds of Springfield were not defined 
with much accuracy in this section : the bounds at the north- 
west point of the indentation, however, appear to have l>een 
clearly defined. The western bounds of Springfield, in which 
part of Suffleld was included, were supi>osed, but errone- 
ously, to extend to this point. A Mr. Moore, living on the 
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tract in question, was knowing to the facts in the case. 
Having received a warning to a militia-training, he refused 
to appear, denying that he was within tlie jurisdiction of 
Connecticut.*' The case was carried to the General Assem- 
bly, who examined the facts, and, evidently not thinking the 
land worth disputing over, left it to the control of Massa- 
chusetts. 

During the colonial period, Connecticut and Rhode Island 
were in a chronic condition of dispute over the eastern 
lx)undary. Reference has been made elsewhere to these 
discussions. It was often the case, as far as the argument 
of the opiK)siug parties were concerned, that the description 
given at one time by Rufus Choate was tnie, that "The 
commissioners might as well have decided that the line 
between the States was bounded on the north by a bramble- 
bush, on the south by a bluejay, on the west by a hive of 
bees in swarming-time, and on the east by five hundred foxes 
with firebrands tied to their tails.'* Happily, the year 1887 
has seen a formal settlement of all questions ; and the good 
people of Rhode Island and Connecticut can afford to smile 
over discussions that once caused so much hard feeling. 

The area of the State is 4,750 square miles. The surface 
is broken and diversified by the ranges of hills that cross it 
from north to south. The soil of the well- watered intervales 
that lie between these hills is rich and productive. The 
upper valley of the Connecticut is especially fertile, and 
adapted to agriculture. In the hilly regions, the soil is 
broken by rocks, and filled with stones, that make it difl3cult 
lo cultivate ; but it is frequently the case, as in the north- 
western part of the State, that the best dairy-farms are on 
the elevated plateaus. It is in this section that the highest 
land is found, several ix)ints having an altitude of more 
than two thousand feet. 

The most westerly range of hills, extending along the 
Housatouie River, is a continuation of the Green Mountains. 
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Geologically, the rocks in CooDecticut, outside of the sand- 
stone basin/ are metamorphic, and generally highly crys- 
talline. Some of them ai*e probably Archaean, but to what 
extent no one knows. Much of the western part of the 
State, Dana has shown to be Lower Silurian. Ridges of 
trap are numerous through the centre of the State. As a 
rule, these trap ridges have a steep western face, and a gentle 
eastern slope. This is due to the trap being generally not 
in dikes, but in sheets intercalated between the strata of the 
eastwardly dipping sandstones. 

Granite of superior quality is quanied in Windham, New 
Haven, New London, and Litchfield Counties ; and the brown 
sandstone from the famous Portland quarries is shipped in 
large quantities to every part of the country. The mica 
schist slabs, taken from tlie quarries at Haddam and Bolton, 
are in demand for curb-stones and other purposes ; and there 
are valuable quarnes of marble in Litchfield County. 

In early colonial times, there is evidence that many of the 
settlers hoped to discover rich mineral deposits. The public 
recoRls for the year 1651 preserve a letter from John Win- 
throp, that was presented to the Court, and met with so 
favorable a i*eception, that it was oixlered that if he should 
discover '* any mines of lead, copper, tin, or other minerals," 
he should *' forever enjoy the said mines, with the lands, 
wood, timber, and waters within two or three miles of the 
said mine,** provided that it was not within the bounds of 
a town already set off, or where the Court might judge it 
best '' to make a plantation.*' 

Iron- works were started near New Haven as early as 1665. 
Winthrop was interested in the setting up of the bloomary 
and foi-ge at the outlet of Saltonstall Lake. The ore was 
brought from North Haven ; and the owners were given the 
privilege of cutting, on the common land,^ all the wood they 
needed foi- making chai'coal. They were further encouraged 
by the Couit held in Hartford, May 13, 1669, which ex- 
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empted them from " paying country rates for seven years 
next ensuing." Even this aid did not save the entei*prise 
from failure. We find nothing further about iron in the 
records until May, 1722, when the Conii; encouraged Eben- 
ezer Fitch and others to erect a mill not far fix>m Uartfoix), 
to slit and draw out iron rods for nails and other purposes. 
They enacted that any other parties who might attempt to 
set up a rival mill within a period of fifteen years, would 
be liable to pay a penalty of ten pounds per month to Mr. 
Fitch' and his company. About 1731 attention was called 
to the value of the iron ore to be found in the north-western 
part of the colony. The first forge was erected by Thomas 
Lamb, at what is now known as Lime Rock, as early as 
1734. This was the beginning of the mining of the famous 
Salisbury iron.* The furnaces here and elsewhere furnished 
the material for a household industry that occupied the 
spare hours of the farmers and their sous in making light 
articles for domestic use, and nails which were manufactured 
in quantities sufiScient to be exported. 

About 1705 copper was discovered in Simsbury, and not 
long after in Wallingford. The mines oi)ened at Simsbury 
(now in East Gmnby) were worked by different proprietors 
with little success.* In 1760 an English company was 
formed, that undertook to mine the ore, and send it to 
England. The two vessels that they first loaded with ore 
were both lost: this and other disasters discouraged the 
company, and they abandoned the undertaking.* In more 
recent years, a copper-mine in Bristol was worked at a large 
expenditure of capital ; but, like the other ventures, it proved 
unprofitable.* 

Agriculture has taken out of the soil of Connecticut the 
best returns in wealth. For over one hundred and fifty 
years, from the settlement of the State, nearly every one 
was engaged in farming. The lack of coin as a medium of 

• See page 2M. 
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exchange, made it necessary to pay in kind ; and this custom 
gave a peculiar and tangible value to every pi-oduct of the 
soil. The land-holding farmers, whose homes clustered in 
the village-streets, represented, as a body, the strongest and 
most influential class of citizens. The development of indus- 
trial pursuits has wix>ught great changes, but agriculture still 
holds a strong position. Not far from 45,000 i)ersons occupy 
and till over 30,000 farms, that represent an investment of 
about $125,000,000. There is reason for congratulation, that 
there never has been a time when the interests of agriculture 
in Connecticut wei*e receiving more intelligent direction than 
at the present. 



> The SAiiDSTONB basJn extends 
alon{( Uie (Connecticut River as far north 
M MIddletown, and thence south-west- 
ward to New Haven. 

' The lands belonging to the towns 
were usually distributed among the flret 
settlers by mutual agreement or by lot. 
Home-lots in the village, and outlying 
plots of arable and meadow lands, were 
proportioned in size to the amount con- 
tributed by the " planters " to the com- 
mon stock. No sales could be made to 
outside parties without the consent of 
the General Court, and the land thai was 
not taken up by individual proprietors 
belonged to the town. The privilege of 
using these *' commoD lands " for pastur- 
ing, or other purposes, was decided for 
a time by the town-meetings. As they 
became more valuable, the descendants 
of the original proprietors laid claim to 
their management. Out of this asser- 
tion of rights, there arose very bitter dis- 
putes and law -suits, that created political 
differences that aroused great party- 
feeling. 

* The so-called '• Oranby coppers" 
were coined in 1737-38, from metal taken 



from this ml ne. The copper was so pur« 
that these coins were sought after to 
make Jewellers' alloy, and for this reason 
they arc very scarce. The Simsbury 
mine funiiahed material for the first 
United -States coinage. 

* Aptbb the mining ceased, in 1773, 
the colony used the buildings at the 
mouth of the mine, and some of the 
excavations beneath, for a State prison. 
The cells were in the galleries not over 
si X ty feet l>eneath the su rface. Notwith- 
standing the horrible description given 
by Peters, it is asserted, on good author- 
ity, that the health of the prisoners was 
not seriously injured by sleeping in these 
underground chambers. Quite a number 
of Tory offenders were incarcerated here 
in Revolutionary tiroes, and did not find 
it a delightful place of residence. New- 
gate prison was established as a perma- 
nent Slate prison In 1790, and was used 
for this purpose until 1S27. 

<^ LIXB8T0NK, lead, silver, Inrytes, 
hydraulic lime, fi'ld«pnr, and other min- 
erals, are found in different parts of the 
State. 
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THE FIRST CONSTITUTION OF CONNECTICUT. 
1639. 

F>RASMUCH as it hath pleased the Allmighty God by the wise 
disposition of his diuyne providence so to Order and dispose of 
things that we tlie Inhabitants and Residents of Windsor, Harteford 
and Wethersfield are now cohabiting and dwelling in and vppon the 
River of Conectecotte and the Lands thereunto adioyneing; And well 
knowing where a people are gathered togather the word of God re- 
quires that to raayntayne the peace and vnion of such a people there 
should be an orderly and decent Gouerraent established according to 
God, to order and dispose of the affayres of the people at all seasons as 
occation shall require; doe therefore assotiate and conioyne our selues 
to be as one Publike State or Common welth ; and doe, for our selues 
and our Successors and such as shall be adioyned to vs att any tyme 
hereafter, enter into Combination and Confederation togather, to 
raayntayne and presearue the liberty and pimty of the gospcll of our 
Lord Jesus which we now professe, as also the disciplyne of the 
Churches, which according to the truth of the said gospell is now 
practised amongst vs; As also in our Ciuell Affaires to be guided and 
gouemed according to such Lawes, Rules, Orders and decrees as shall 
be made, ordered & decreed, as foUoweth : — 

1. It is Ordered, sentenced and decreed, that there shall be yerely 
two generall Assemblies or Courts, the first on the second thursday in 
Aprill, the other the second thursday in September, following; the 
first shall be called the Courte of Election, wherein shall be yerely 
Chosen from tyme to tyme soe many Magestrats and other publike 
Officers as shall be found requisitte; Whereof one to be chosen Gouem- 
our for the yeare ensueing and vntill another be chosen, and noe 
other Magestrate to be chosen for more than one yeare; provided 
alwayes there be sixe chosen besids the Gouernour; which being chosen 
and sworn accoi*ding to an Oath recorded for that purpose shall haue 
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power to administer justice according to the Lawes here established, 
and for want thereof according to the rule of the word of God ; which 
choise shall be made by all that are admitted freemen and haue taken 
the Oath of Fidellity, and doe cohabitte within this Jurisdiction, 
(hauing beene admitted Inhabitants by the major part of the Towne 
wherein they liue)^ or the mayor parte of such as shall be then 
present. 

2. It is Ordered, sentensed and decreed, that the Election of the 
aforesaid Magestrats shall be on this manner: euery person present 
and quallified for choyse shall bring in (to the persons deputed to 
receaue them) one single paper with the name of him written in yt 
whom he desires to haue Gouemour, and he that hath the greatest 
number of papers shall be Gouemour for that yeare. And the rest of 
the Magestrats or publike Officers to be chosen in this manner: The 
Secretary for the tyme being shall firet read the names of all that are 
to be put to choise and then shall seuerally nominate them distinctly, 
and euery one that woiUd haue the person nominated to be chosen 
shall bring in one single paper written vppon, and he that would not 
haue him chosen shall bring in a blanke; and euery one that hath 
more written papers than blanks shall be a Magestrat for that yeare; 
which papers shall be receaued and told by one or more that shall be 
then chosen by the court and swome to be faythf ull therein ; but in 
case there should not be sixe chosen as aforesaid, besids the Gouernor, 
out of those which are nominated, then he or they which haue 
the most written papers shall be a Magestrate or Magestrats for the 
ensueing yeare, to make vp the foresaid number. 

3. It is Ordered, sentenced and decreed, that the Secretary shall not 
nominate any person, nor shall any person be chosen newly into the 
Magestracy which was not propownded in some Generall Courte be- 
fore, to be nominated the next Election; and to that end yt shall be 
lawfull for ech of the Townes aforesaid by their deputyes to nominate 
any two whom they conceaue fitte to be putte to Election ; and the 
Courte may ad so many more as they iudge requisitt. 

4. It is Ordered, sentenced and decreed that noe person be chosen 
Gouernor aboue once in two yeares, and that the Gouemor be alwayes 
a member of some approved congregation, and formerly of the Mages- 
tracy within this Jurisdiction ; and all the Magestrats Freemen of this 
Commonwelth: and that no Magestrate or other publike officer shall 
execute any parte of his or their Office before they are seuerally 
swome, which shall be done in the face of the Courte if they be 
present, and in case of absence by some deputed for that purpose. 

1 Inserted at a later period. 
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5. It is Ordered, sentenced and decreed, that to the aforesaid Oourte 
of Election the seuerall Townes shall send their deputyes, and when 
the Elections are ended they may proceed in any publike searulce as 
at other Courts. Also the other Grenerall Courte in September shall 
be for makeing of lawes, and any other publike occation which con- 
sents the good of the Commonwelth. 

0. It is Ordered, sentenced and decreed, that the Gouemor shall, 
either by himselfe or by the secretary, send out summons to the Con- 
stables of euery Towne for the cauleing of these two standing Courts, 
one month at lest before their seuerall tymes: And also if the Gou- 
ernor and the gretest parte of the Magestrats see cause vppon any 
spetiall occation to call a generall Courte, they may giue order to 
the secretary soe to doe within fowerteene dayes wameing: and if 
vrgent necessity so require, vppon a shorter notice, glueing sufficient 
grownds for yt to the deputyes when they meete, or els be questioned 
for the same; And if the Gouemor and Mayor parte of Magestrats 
shall ether neglect or refuse to call the two Generall standing Courts 
or ether of them, as also at other tymes when the occations of the 
Commonwelth require, the Freemen thereof, or the Mayor parte of 
them, shall petition to them soe to doe: if then yt be ether denyed or 
neglected the said Freemen or the Mayor parte of them shall haue 
power to giue order to the Constables of the seuerall Townes to doe 
the same, and so may meete togather, and chuse to theraselues a Mod- 
erator, and may proceed to do any Acte of power, which any other 
Grenerall Courte may. 

7. It is Ordered, sentenced and decreed that after there are warrants 
giuen out for any of the said Grenerall Courts, the Constable or Con- 
stables of ech Towne shall forthwith give notice distinctly to the inliab- 
itants of the same, in some Publike Assembly or by goeing or sending 
from howse to howse, that at a place and tyme by him or them lymited 
and sett, they meet and assemble themselues togather to elect and 
chus/certen deputyes to be att the Generall Courte then following to 
agitate the afayres of the commonwelth; which said Deputyes shall 
be chosen by all that are admitted Inhabitants in the seuerall Townes 
and haue taken the oath of fidellity; proulded that non be chosen a 
Deputy for any Generall Courte which is not a Freeman of this Com- 
monwelth. 

The foresaid deputyes shall be chosen in manner following : euery 
person that Is present and quail ified as before expressed, shall bring 
the names of such, written in seuerall papers, as they desire to haue 
chosen for that Imployment, and these 3 or 4, more or lesse, being 
the number agreed on to be chosen for that tyme, that haue great- 
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est number of papers written for them shall be depntyes for that 
€k>urte; whose names shall be endorsed on the backe side of Uie war- 
rant and retmned into the Courte, with the Constable or Constables 
hand vnto the same. 

8. It is Ordered, sentenced and decreed, that Wyndsor, Hartford and 
Wethersfield shall haue power, ech Towne, to send fowerof their free- 
men as their deputyes to euery Generall Courte; and whatsoeuer 
other Townes shall be hereafter added to this Jurisdiction, they shall 
send so many deputyes as the Courte shall judge meete, a resonable 
proportion to the number of freemen that are in the said Townes 
being to be attended therein ; which deputyes shall haue the power of 
the whole Towne to giue their voats and alowance to all such lawes 
and orders as may be for the publike good, and unto which the said 
Townes are to be bownd. 

9. It is Ordered and decreed, that the deputyes thus chosen shall 
haue power and liberty to appoynt a tyme and a place of meeting 
togather before any Generall Courte to aduise and consult of all such 
things as may couceme the good of the publike, as also to examine 
their owne Elections, whether according to the order, and if they or 
the gretest parte of them find any such election to be illegall they may 
seclud such for present from their meeting, and retume the same and 
their resons to the Courte; and if yt proue true, the Courte may 
fyne the party or partyes so intruding and the Towne, if they see 
cause, and giue out a warrant to goe to a newe election in a legall way, 
ether in parte or in whole. Also the said deputyes shall haue power 
to fyne any that shall be disorderly at their meetings, or for not com- 
ming in due tyme or place according to appoyntment; and they may 
retume the said fynes into the Courte if yt be refused to be paid, and 
the Tresurer to take notice of yt, and to estreete or levy the same as 
he does other fynes. 

10. It is Ordered, sentenced and decreed, that euery Grenerall 
Courte, except such as through neglect of the Gouemor and the great- 
est parte of Magestrats the Freemen themselves doe call, shall consist 
of the Gouemor, or some one chosen to moderate the Court, and 4 
other Magestrats at lest, with the mayor parte of the deputyes of the 
seuerall Townes legally chosen; and in case the Freemen or mayor 
parte of them, through neglect or refusal 1 of the €rOuemor and mayor 
parte of the magestrats, shall call a Courte, yt shall consist of the 
mayor parte of Freemen that are present or their deputyes, with a 
Moderator chosen by them : In which said Grenerall Courts shall con- 
sist the supreme power of the Common welth, and they only shall haue 
power to make lawes or repeale them, to graunt leuyes, to admiU of 
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Freemen^ dispose of lands vndisposed of, to seuerall Towiies or per- 
sons, and also shall hane power to call ether Courte or Magestrate or 
any other person whatsoeuer into question for any misdemeanour, and 
may for just causes displace or deale otherwise according to the nature 
of the ofifence; and also may deale in any other matter that concerns 
the good of this commonwelth, excepte election of Magestrats, which 
shall be done by the whole boddy of Freemen. 

In which Courte the Gouemour or Moderator shall haue power to 
order the Courte to giue liberty of spech, and silence vnceasonable 
and disorderly speakeings, to put all things to voate, and in case the 
voate be equall to haue the casting voice. But non of these Courts 
shall be adiomed ordissolued without the consent of the maior parte 
of the Court 

11. It is ordered, sentenced and decreed, that when any Generall 
Courte vppon the occations of the Commonwelth haue agreed vppon 
any summe or summes of mony to be leuyed vppon the seuerall 
Townes within this Jurisdiction, that a Committee be chosen to sett 
out and appoynt what shall be the proportion of euery Towne to pay 
of the said leuy, provided the Committees be made vp of an equall 
number out of each Towne. 

14th January, 1638, the 11 Orders abouesaid are voted. 

[The entire document, with/cic«i/u*7e of the signers' names, is to be 
found in the "Colonial Records of Connecticut," vol. i. 20-26.] 
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OF CONNECTICUT. 



DATE OF INCORPORATION, POPUUTION, AND INDUSTRIES.^ 



Andover, Tolland County. — Incorporated, May, 1848; taken from 
Hebron and Coventry. Population, 428. Grand list, $211,629. Prin- 
cipal industry, agriculture. 

Ashford, Windham County. — Named, October, 1710. Population, 
1,041. Grand list, $289,759. Principal industry, agriculture. 

AvoD, Hartford County. — Incorporated, May, 1880 ; taken from 
Farmington. Population, 1,057. Grand list, $465,445. Principal in- 
duatry. agriculture. 

Sarkhamstead, Litchfield County. — Incorporated, October, 1779. 
Population, 1,297. Grand list, $416,393. Principal industries, agri- 
culture, and the manufacture of scythes, rules, etc 

Beacon Falls, New-Haven County. — Incorporated, May, 1871; 
taken from Bethany, Oxford, Seymour, and Naugatuck. Population, 
379. Grand list, $272,357. Principal industries, agriculture, and man- 
ufacture of fine woollen goods and small hardware. 

Berlin, Hartford County. — Incorporated, May, 1785; taken from 
Farmhigton, Wethersfield, and Middletown. Population, 2,385. 
Grand list, $1,104,209. Principal industries, agriculture, and the 
manufacture of iron bridges, etc., at East Berlin, and the manufac- 
ture of tools, machinery, and general hardware at Kensington. 

Bethany, Fairfield County. — Incorporated, May, 1832; taken from 
Woodbridge. Population, 637. Grand list, $287,586. Principal in- 
dustry, agriculture. 

Bethel, Fairfield County. — Incorporated, May, 1855; taken from 
Danbury. Population of the town, 2,727; of the borough (incorpo- 
rated 1847), 1,767. Grand list, $977,535. Principal industries, agri- 
culture, and the manufacture of hats. 

t These sutistics are taken from the OooDectlcut State Register and Manual for 
1887. 

310 
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Bethlehem, Litchfield County. — Incorporated, May, 1787. Popu- 
lation, 655. Grand list, $441,148. Principal industry, agriculture. 

filoomfield, Hartford County. — Incorporated, May, 1835; taken 
from Windsor. Population, 1,346. Grand list, $762,566. Principal 
industry, agriculture. 

Bolton, Tolland County. — Incorporated, October, 1720. Popula- 
tion, 512. Grand list, $179,064. Principal industry, agriculture. 

Bozrah, New-London County. —Incorporated, May, 1786; taken 
from Norwich. Population, 1,150. Grand list, $;397,699. Principal 
industries, agriculture, and the manufacture of cotton goods and bed- 
quilts. 

Branford, New-Haven County. — Settled in 1644 under New- 
Haven jurisdiction. Population, 3,017. Grand list, $1,550,705. Prin- 
cipal industries, agriculture, and manufacture of locks and malleable 
Iron goods. 

Bridgeport, Fairfield County. — Incorporated, May, 1821; taken 
from Stratford. Population of town, 29,148; city, incorporated 1836, 
population, 27,643. Grand list, $15,731,834. Principal industries, 
the manufacture of sewing-machines, metallic cartridges, brass goods, 
heavy forging, malleable iron, steel, and general hardware, monu- 
mental bronze goods, etc. 

Bridgewater, Litchfield County. — Incorporated, May, 1856; taken 
from New Milford. Population, 708. Grand list, $403,060. Principal 
industry, agriculture. 

Bristol, Hartford County. — Incorporated, May, 1785; taken from 
Farmington. Population, 5,347. Grand list, $2,317,774. Principal 
industries, agriculture, and the manufacture of clocks, brass goods, 
table-ware, tools, etc. 

Brookfield, Fairfield County. — Incorporated, May, 1788; taken 
from Danbury, New Milford, and Newtown. Population, 1,152. 
Grand Hst, $585,478. Principal industries, agriculture and lime- 
burning. 

Brooklyn, Windham County. — Incorporated, May, 1786; taken 
from Pomfret and Canterbury. Population, 2,308. Grand list, $1,- 
480,814. Principal industries, agriculture, and the manufacture of 
cotton goods. 

Burlington. Hartford County. — Incorporated, May, 1806; taken 
from Bristol. Population, 1,224. Grand list, $370,919. Principal 
industry, agriculture. 

Canaan, Litchfield County. — Incorporated, October, 1739. Pop- 
ulation, 1,157. Grand list, $479,669. Principal industries, agricul- 
ture and iron-works. 
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Canterbury, Windham County. — Incorporated, October, 1703; 
taken from Piainfleld. Population, 1,272. Grand list, $488,200. 
Principal industry, agriculture. 

Canton, Hartford County. — Incorporated, May, 1806; taken from 
Sirasbury. Population, 2,301. Grand list, $1,159,084. Principal in- 
dustries, agriculture and manufacture of tools, etc 

Chaplin, Windham County. — Incorporated, May, 1822; taken from 
Mansfield. Population, C27. Grand list, $212,800. Principal indus- 
tries, agriculture and paper-making. 

Chatham, Middlesex County. — Incorporated, October, 1767; taken 
f rom Middletown. Population, 1,967. Grand list, $610,341. Principal 
indastries, agriculture, and the manufacture of bells, silks, and toys. 

Cheshire, New-Haven County. — Incorporated, May, 1780; taken 
from Wallingford. Population, 2,284. Grand list, $1,227,685. Prin- 
cipal industries, agriculture, and manufacture of buttons, watches, etc 

Chester, Middlesex County. — Incorporated, May, 1836; taken from 
Saybrook. Population, 1,177. Grand list, $476,420. Principal In- 
dustries, agriculture, and the manufacture of auger-bits, ivory and 
bone goods, etc 

Clinton, Middlesex County. — Incorporated, May, 1838; taken from 
Killingworth. Population, 1,402. Grand list, $654,740. Principal 
industries, agriculture and fishing. 

Colchester, New-London County. Named, October, 1699. Bor- 
ough incorporated, 1846. Population, 2,974. Grand list, $1,257,511. 
Principal industries, agriculture, and the manufacture of rubber goods 
and paper. 

Colebrook, Litchfield County. — Incorporated, October, 1779. Pop- 
ulation, 1,148. Grand list, $400,164. Principal industry, agriculture. 

Columbia, Tolland County. —Incorporated, May, 1804; taken from 
Lebanon. Population, 757. Grand list, $273,437. Principal indus- 
tries, agriculture, and one cotton-mill at Hop River. 

Cornwall, Litchfield County. — Incorporated, May, 1740. Popula- 
tion, 1,583. Grand list, $665,366. Principal industries, agriculture 
and iron-works. 

Coventry, Tolland County. — Named, October, 1711. Population, 
2,043. Grand list, $637,514. Principal industries, agriculture, and 
the manufacture of woollen and silk goods, paper boxes, and metallic 
cartridges. 

Cromwell, Middlesex County. — Incorporated, May, 1851 ; taken 
from Middletown. Population, 1,640. Grand list, $768,300. Princi- 
pal industries, agriculture, stone-quarrying, and the manufacture of 
hardware. 
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Danbury, Fairfield County. — Named, October, 1687. Population, 
11,666. Borough incorporated, 1822. Grand list, $6,384,301. Prin- 
cipal industries, agriculture, and the manufacture of hats, machinery 
for making hats, fur-cutting, etc. 

Darien, Fairfield County. ~ Incorporated, May, 1820; taken from 
Stamford. PopulaUon, 1,949. Grand list, $1,640,005. Prmclpal in- 
dustries, agriculture and oyster-growing. 

Derby, New-Haven County. — Named, May, 1675. Population, 11 .- 
650. Grand list, $4,516,547. Principal industries, agriculture, and, in 
the borough of Ansonia (incorporated 1864), manufacture of brass 
and copper goods and wares, heavy castings, etc. ; In the l)orough of 
Birmingham (Incorporated 1851), the manufacture of pins, corsets, 
woollen underwear, heavy castings, forgings, etc. 

Durham, Middlesex County. — Incorporated, May, 1708. Popuhi- 
tion, 990. Grand list, $485,730. Principal industry, agriculture. 

JSastford, Windham County. — Incorporated, May, 1847; taken 
from Ashford. Population, 855. Grand list, $209,309. Principal 
industries, agriculture and twine-making. 

Bast Oranby, Hartford County. —Incorporated, May, 1858; taken 
from Granby and Windsor Locks. Population, 754. Grand list, 
^488,236. Principal industry, agriculture. 

Bast Haddam, Middlesex County. ~ Incorporated, May, 1734; 
Uken from Haddam. Population, 3,032. Grand list, $1,283,901. 
Principal industries, agriculture, and the manufacture of cotton 
goods, spoons, German silver-ware, coffin-trimmings, gill-nets, etc. 

Bast Hartford, Hartford County. — Incorporated, October, 1783; 
taken from Hartford. Population, 3,500. Grand list, $1,681,974. 
Principal industries, agriculture (largely tobacco-growing) and paper- 
manufacture. 

Bast Haven. — Incorporated, May, 1785; taken from New Haven. 
Population, 3,057. Grand list, $619,860. Principal industry, agri- 
culture. 

Bast Lyme, New-London County. — Incorporated, May, 1839; 
taken from Lyme and Waterford. Population, 1,731. Grand list, 
$639,867. Principal industry, agriculture. The manufacture of wool- 
len goods, menhaden fisheries, and the storing of ice for sale abroad, 
employ many. Niantic village is a summer resort of some note. 

Baston, Fairfield County. — Incorporated, May, 1845; taken from 
Weston. Population, 1,145. Grand list, $431,51^. Principal indus- 
try, agriculture. 

Bast Windsor, Hartford County. — Incorporated, May, 1768; taken 
from Windsor. Population, 3,019. Grand list, $1,153,403. Principal 
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industries, agriculture, and the manufacture of woollen and silk goods. 
Rye gin is extensively made at the village of Warehouse Point. 

Ellington, Tolland County. — Incorporated, May, 1786; taken from 
East Windsor. Population, 1,569. Grand list, $734,430. Principal 
Industry, agriculture. There is one large woollen-mill. 

Enfield, Hartford County. — Named and granted by Massachusetts, 
May, 1683. Annexed to Connecticut, May, 1749. Population, 6,755. 
Grand list, $2,647,193. Principal industries are agriculture, and the 
manufacture of carpets and gunpowder. 

Esaez, Middlesex County. — Incorporated, May, 1854; taken from 
Old Saybrook. Population, 1,855. Grand list, $919,125. Principal 
industries, agriculture, and the manufacture of bone and ivory goods, 
piano-keys and boards, augers and bits, boat-building, sail-making, 
etc., and the repair of vessels is carried on to some extent. 

Fairfield, Fairfield County. —Settled, 1639; named, 1645. Popula- 
tion, 3,748. Grand list, $2,170,966. Principal industry, agriculture. 
There is one rubber manufactory. 

Farmington, Hartford County. — Incorporated, December, 1645. 
Population, 3,017. Grand list, $1,923,895. Principal industries, agri- 
culture, and the manufacture, in the village of Unionville, of paper, 
nuts and bolts, cutlery, rules and levels, etc. 

Franklin, New-London County. — Incorporated, May, 1786; taken 
from Norwich. Population, 686. Grand list, $293,679. Principal 
industry, agriculture. 

Olastonbury, Hartford County. — Incorporated, May, 1690; taken 
from Wethersfield. Population, 3,580. Grand list, $1,116,215. Prin- 
cipal industries, agriculture (largely tobacco-raising), and the manu- 
facture of paper, woollen and knit goods, cutlery and plated ware, 
soap, etc. 

Goshen, Litchfield County. — Incorporated, October, 1739. Pop- 
ulation, 1,093. Grand list, $770,423. Principal industry, agriculture; 
dairy-farming a specialty. 

Oranby, Hartford County. — Incorporated, October, 1786; taken 
from Simsbury. Population, 1,340. Grand list, $433,694. Principal 
industry, agriculture. 

Greenwich, Fairfield County. — Settled, 1640. Submitted to Con- 
necticut, October, 1662. Population of the town, 7,892; l)orough 
(incoiiwrated 1854), 942. Grand list, $4,122,705. Principal indus- 
tries, agriculture, and the manufacture of belting, woollens, tinners' 
hardware, iron, etc. The town is a resort for city people in the 
summer. 

Griswold, New-London County. — Incorporated, October, 1815; 
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taken from Preston. Population, 2,745. Grand list, $1,207,370. 
Principal industries, agriculture and cotton-manufacturing. 

Oroton, New-London County. — Incorporated, May, 1705; taken 
from New London. Population, 5,128. Grand list, $1,957,435. Prin- 
cipal industries, agriculture and fishing. 

Guilford, New-Haven County. — Settled, 1639; named, July, 1643; 
borough incorporated, 1815. Population, 2,782. Grand list, $1,414,- 
886. Principal industries, agriculture, iron-foundry, buttons, canned 
goods, silk goods, and granite quarries. 

Haddam, Middlesex County. — Incorporated, October, 1668. Popu- 
lation, 2,419. Grand list, $669,753. Principal industries, agriculture, 
stone-quarrying, and the manufacture of agricultural implements. 

Hamden, New-Haven County. —Incorporated, May, 1786; taken 
from New Haven. Population, 3,408. Grand list, $1,679,090. Prin- 
cipal industries, agriculture, and the manufacture of carriage hard- 
ware, axles, bells, sewing-machine needles, etc., suspender web, 
augers, guns, etc 

Hampton, Windham County. —Incorporated, October, 1786; taken 
from Windham, Pomfret, Brooklyn, Canterbury, and Mansfield. 
Population, 827. Grand list, $351,866. Principal industry, agricul- 
ture. 

Hartford, Hartford County. — Settled, 1635; named, February, 
1637; city incorporated, 1784. Population of the town, 42,551; city, 
42,015. Grand list, $47,357,309. Principal industries, manufacture 
of fire-arms, machinery, sewing-machines, belting, bicycles, silk 
goods, car-wheels, and railroad equipments, etc. A large amoimt of 
capital is invested in life and fire insurance. 

Hartland, Hartford County. — Incorporated, May, 1761. Popula- 
tion, 643. Grand list, $211,907. Principal industry, agriculture. 

Harwinton, Litchfield County. — Incorporated, October, 1737. 
Population, 1,016. Grand list, $455,689. Principal industry, agri- 
culture. 

Hebron, Tolland County. —Incorporated, May, 1708. Population, 
1,243. Grand list, $455,035. Principal industries, agriculture and 
silk-manufacturing. 

Huntington, Fairfield County. — Incorporated, January, 1789; 
taken from Stratford. Population, 2,499. Grand list, $1,385,275. 
Principal industries, agriculture, and, in the borough of Shelton, the 
manufacture of paper, woollen yam, and knit goods, cotton goods, 
pins, tacks, hooks and eyes, brass and iron hardware, silver-plated 
ware, corsets, toys, etc. 

Kent, Litchfield County. — Incorporated, October, 1789. Popula- 
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tion, 1,622. Grand list, $482,825. Principal industries, agricultoie 
and iron-works. 

Killingly, Windham County. — Incorporated, May, 1708 (Daniel- 
sonville borough incorporated 1854). Population, 6,i>2l. Grand list, 
$2,178,913. Principal industries, the manufacture of cotton and 
woollen goods, and agriculture. 

Elillingworth, Middlesex County. — Named, May, 1667. Popula- 
tion, 748. Grand list, $227,318. Principal industries, agriculture, 
with paper-mill, carriage-factory, and other minor industries. 

Lebanon, New-London County, — Incorporated, October, 1700. 
Population, 1,845. Grand list, $1,009,156. Principal industry, agri- 
culture. 

Ledyard, New-London Coimty. —Incorporated, May, 1836; taken 
from Groton. Population, 1,373. Grand list, $487,702. Principal 
industry, agriculture. 

Lisbon, New-London County. — Incorporated, May, 1786; taken 
from Norwich. Population, 630. Grand list, $262,084. Principal 
industiy, agriculture. 

Litchfield, Litchfield County. —Incorporated, May, 1719. Popula- 
tion, 3,410. Grand list, $1,980,343. Principal industry, agriculture. 
The town is a well-known summer resort. 

Lyme, New-London County. — Named, May, 1667. Population, 
1,025. Grand list, $291,193. Principal industry, agriculture. 

Madison, New-Haven County. — Incorporated, May, 1826; taken 
from Guilford. Population, 1,672. Grand list, $744,329. Principal 
industries, agriculture, fishing, and the manufacture of fish-oil and 
fertilizers. Ship-building and paper-making are minor industries. 

Manchester, Hartford Coimty. — Incorporated, May, 1823; taken 
from East Hartford. Population, 6,462. Grand list, $2,742,302. 
Principal industries, agriculture, and the manufacture of silk, cotton, 
and woollen goods; paper is also made in large quantities, and needles 
and tin-ware on a smaller scale. 

Mansfield, Tolland County. — Incorporated, May, 1702; taken from 
Windham. Population, 2,154. Grand list, $610,877. Principal in- 
dustries, agriculture, and the manufacture of silk and cotton goods. 

Marlborough, Hartford County. — Incorporated, October, 1803 ; 
taken from Colchester, Glastonbury, and Hebron. Population, 391. 
Grand list, $139,861. Principal industries, agriculture and silk-manu- 
facturing. 

Meriden, New-Haven County. —Incorporated, May, 1806 ; taken 
from Wallingford. Population, town, 18,340; city (incorporated 
1867), 15,540. Grand list, $10,206,198. Principal mdustries, ipanu- 
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facture of silver-plated ware, builders' hardware, furniture hardware, 
lamps, gas and kerosene fixtures, bronze goods, fire-anns, saddlery 
hardware and sleigh-bells, brass goods, clocks, organs, and cutlery. 

Bfliddlebory, New-Haven County. — Incorporated, 1807 ; taken 
from Waterbury, Woodbury, and Southbury. Population, 687. Grand 
list, $260,079. Principal industries, agriculture, and the manufacture 
of cutlery. 

MIddlefield, Middlesex County. — Incorporated, May, 1866; taken 
from Middletown. Population, 028. Grand list, $560,406. Principal 
industries, agriculture, and the manufacture of clothes-wringers, sus- 
pender-web, gun-sights, etc 

Middletown, Middlesex County.— Incorporated, September, 1651; 
named, November, 1653. Population, town, 11,732; city (incorporated, 
1784), 6,826. Grand list, $8,255,908. Principal industries, the manu- 
factiu^ of pumps and other hydraulic machinery, woollen, cotton, rub- 
ber, silk, and web goods, netting, etc., plated ware, saddlery and 
harness hardware, general hardware, sheet-metal goods, cutlery, etc. 

Milford, New-Haven County. — Settled in 1639 wider New Haven; 
submitted to Connecticut, November, 1664. Population, 3,347. Grand 
list, $1,183,244 Principal industries, agriculture (raising of seeds a 
specialty), and manufacture of straw hats, shoes, etc. 

Monroe, Fairfield County. — Incorporated, May, 1823; taken from 
Huntington. Population, 1,157. Grand list, $504,438. Principal in- 
dustry, agriculture. 

Montville, New-London County. — Incorporated, October, 1786; 
taken from New London. Population, 2,664. Grand list, $1,053,606. 
Principal industries, agriculture, and the manufacture of cotton and 
woollen goods, bed-quilts, etc. 

Morris, Litchfield County. — Incorporated, May, 1859; taken from 
Litchfield. Population, 627. Grand list, $362,979. Principal indus- 
try, agriculture. 

Naugatuck, New-Haven County. — Incorporated, May, 1844; taken 
from Waterbury, Bethany, and Oxford. Population, 4,274. Grand 
list, $1,793,888. Principal industries, the manufacture of Indiarrubber 
goods, knit underwear, malleable iron, buttons, steam-engines, steam- 
pumps, and agriculture. 

New Britain, Hartford County. — Incorporated, May, 1850; taken 
from Berlin. Population, town, 13,979; city (incorporated 1870), 
11,800. Grand list, $6,728,753. Principal industries, the manufacture 
of hardware, cutlery, joiners' tools, cotton and woollen imderwear, 
harness hardware, malleable castings, etc. The State Nonnal School 
is located here. 



Digitized 



by Google 



348 APPENDIX. 

New Canaan, Fairfield County. — Incorporated, May, 1801; taken 
from Norwalk and Stamford. Population, 2,673. Grand list, $1,250,- 
442. Principal industries, agriculture, and the manufacture of shoes, 
clothing, wire sieves, etc. 

New Fairfield, Fairfield County. — Incorporated, 1740. Popula- 
tion, 701. Grand list, $384,900. Principal industry, agriculture. 

New Hartford, Litchfield County. — Incorporated, October, 1738. 
Population, 3,302. Grand list, $1,132,008. Principal industries, agri- 
culture, and the manufacture of cotton goods, planes, and rules. 

New Haven, New-Haven County. —Settled 1638; named, August, 
1640. City hicorporated, 1784. Population, 62,882. Grand list, $49,- 
473,946. Principal industries, the manufacture of carriages, clocks, 
fire-arms, rubber goods, small hardware, steam-boilers, and a great 
variety of other things. 

Newington, Hartford County. — Incorporated, May, 1871 ; taken 
from Wethersfield. Population, 934. Grand list, $^,531. Princi- 
pal industry, agriculture. 

New London, New-London County. ~ Settled, 1646; named, 
March, 1658. City incorporated, 1784. Population, 10,537. Grand 
list, $7,351,849. Principal industries, manufacture of silk and woollen 
goods, cotton-gins, machinery, boilers, etc. 

New Milford, Litchfield County. — Incorporated, October, 1712. 
Population, 3,907. Grand list, $2,526,135. Principal industries, agri- 
culture (tobacco a specialty), tobacco-packing, manufacture of hats, 
vegetable-ivory buttons, etc. 

Newtown, Fairfield County. — Incorporated, October, 1711. Pop- 
ulation, 4,013. Grand list, $1,698,612. Principal industries, agricul- 
ture, and the manufacture of rubber goods and blankets. 

Norfolk, Litchfield County. — Incorporated, October, 1758. Popu- 
lation, 1,418. Grand list, $825,797. Principal industries, agriculture, 
and manufacture of silk, shears, axles, hosiery, etc. The town is 
also a summer resort for people desiring high ground and fine scenery. 

North Branford, New-IIaven County. — Incorporated, May, 1831 ; 
taken from Branford. Population, 1,025. Grand list, $487,410. Prin- 
cipal industry, agriculture. 

North Canaan, Litchfield County. — Incorporated, May, 1858; 
taken from Canaan. Population, 1,537. Grand list, $692,379. Prin- 
cipal industries, agriculture, and manufacture of pig-iron and lime* 

North Haven, New-Haven County. — Incorporated, October, 1786; 
Uken from New Haven. Population, 1,763. Grand list, $770,381. 
Principal industries, agriculture, brick-making, carriage wood-work, 
and card-printing. 
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North Stonington, New-London County. — Incorporated, May, 
1807; taken from Stonington. Population, 1,760. Grand list, $715,- 
101. Principal industries, agriculture, and manufacture of woollens. 

Norwalk, Fairfield County. — Incorporated, September, 1651. Pop- 
ulation, town, 13,056; borough (incorporated 1836), 5,308; city of 
South Norwalk (incorporated 1870), 3,726. Grand list, $15,456,605. 
Principal industries, manufacture of hats, locks, and builders' hard- 
ware, machinery, boots and shoes, woollens, stove and iron founding, 
stone and earthen ware, etc., and agriculture outside of the city and 
borough. 

Norwich, New-London County. — Settled, 1660. Population, town, 
21,143; city (incorporated 1784), 15,112. Grand list, $13,008,280. 
Principal industries, manufacture of pistols and other fire-arms, cotton 
and woollen goods, paper, rolled and cast iron, locks, stoves, printing- 
presses, and machinery of great variety, and agriculture out of the 
city. 

Old Lyme, New-London County. — Incorporated, May, 1855, as 
South Lyme; taken from Lyme; name changed in 1857. Population, 
1,387. Grand list, $466,060. Principal industry, agriculture. 

Old Saybrook, Middlesex County. Incorporated, May, 1852; 
taken from Saybrook. Population, 1,302. Grand list, $1,082,710. 
Principal industries, agriculture, fishing, with small amount of man- 
ufacturing. 

Orange, New-Haven County. — Incorporated, May, 1822; taken 
from Milford and New Haven. Population, 3,841. Grand list, $2,- 
502,003. Principal industries, agriculture, and manufacturing to some 
extent in West Haven (borough Incorporated, 1873). 

Oxford, New-Haven County. —Incorporated, October, 1708; taken 
from Derby and Southbury. Population, 1,120. Grand list, $365,001. 
Principal industry, agriculture, 

Plainfield, Windham County. — Incorporated, May, 1600. Popu- 
lation, 4,021. Grand list, $1,870,087. Principal industries, agricul- 
ture, and the manufacture of cotton and woollen goods, brick, 
carriages, etc. 

Plainvllle, Hartford County. — Incorporated, May, 1860; taken 
from Farmington. Population, 1,030. Grand list, $637,407. Prin- 
cipal industries, agriculture, and the manufacture of knit underwear, 
saddlers* hardware, hames, carriages, watchmakers' tools, etc. 

Plymouth, Litchfield County. — Incorporated, May, 1705; taken 
from Watertown. Population, 2,350. Grand list, $074,071. Princi- 
pal industries, agriculture, and the manufacture of locks, carriages, 
and malleable castings. 
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Pomfret, Windham County. —Named, 1713. Population, 1,470. 
Grand list, $785,432. Principal industries, agriculture, and the keep- 
ing of city boarders. 

Portland, Middlesex County. — Incorporated, May, 1841; taken 
from Chatham. Population, 4,157. Grand list, $1,878,327. Princi- 
pal industries are, agriculture, stone-quarrying, spar-mining, ship- 
building, foundery, and tin-stamping works. 

Preston, New-London County. — Named, October, 1687. Popula- 
tion, 2,523. Grand list, $882,797. Principal industries, agriculture, 
and the manufacture of woollen and silk goods. 

Prospect, New-Haven County. — Incorporated, May, 1827; taken 
from Cheshire and Waterbury. Population, 492. Grand list, $170,- 
670. Principal industry, agriculture. 

Pntnam, Windham County. — Incorporated, May, 1855; taken 
from Thompson, Pomfret, and Killingly. Population, 5,827. Grand 
list, $1,945,973. Principal industries, the manufacture of cotton, 
woollen, and silk goods, shoes, steam-heaters, etc, and agriculture. 

Redding, Fairfield Coimty. — Incorporated, May, 1767; taken from 
Fairfield. Population, 1,540. Grand list, $794,610. Principal indus- 
tries, agriculture and wire-drawing and weaving. 

Ridgefield, Fairfield Coxmty. — Incorporated, October, 1709. Pop- 
ulation, 2,028. Grand list, $1,132,737. Principal industries, agri- 
cultiu^, milk for New York a specialty, and quarrying and grinding 
of feldspar and quartz. 

Rocky Hill, Hartford County. —Incorporated, May, 1843; taken 
from Wethersfield. Population, 1,108. Grand list, $^,387. Prin- 
cipal industries, agriculture, ship-building, iron and steel works. 

Roxbory, Litchfield County. — Incorporated, October, 1796; taken 
from Woodbury. Population, 950. Grand list, $442,986. Principal 
industry, agriculture. 

Salem, New-London County. — Incorporated, May, 1819; taken 
from Colchester, Lyme, and Mont vi lie. Population, 574. Grand 
list, $206,446. Principal industry, agriculture. 

Salisbury, Litchfield County. — Incorporated, October, 1741. Pop- 
ulation, 3,715. Grand list, $1,912,851. Principal industries, agri- 
culture, mining and smelting iron ore, manufacture of car-wheels, 
etc. 

Saybrook, Middlesex County. —Settled, 1635. United with Con- 
necticut, December, 1644. Population, 1,362. Grand list, $578,160. 
Principal industries, agriculture, and the manufacture of piano-keys, 
etc., ivory and bone goods, wire goods, button-hooks, crochet-needles, 
boring-implements, etc. 
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Scotland, Windham County. — Incorporated, May, 1857; taken 
from Windham. Population, 590. Grand list, $290,720. Principal 
industry, agriculture. 

Seymour, New-Haven County. — Incorporated, May, 1850; taken 
from Derby. Population, 2,318. Grand list, $1,148,705. Principal 
industries, the manufacture of brass and copper goods, plush, hard 
rubber goods, boring-implements, horse-nails, pins, paper, telegraph- 
cables, etc., and agriculture. 

Sharon, Litchfield County. —Incorporated, October, 1739. Pop- 
ulation, 2,580. Grand list, $1,303,283. Principal industries, agri- 
culture and iron-works. 

Sherman, Fairfield County. — Incorporated, October, 1802; taken 
from New Fairfield. Population, 828. Grand list, $355,468. Princi- 
pal industry, agriculture. 

Simsbury, Hartford County. —Named, May, 1670. Population, 
1,830. Grand list, $1,195,208. Principal industries, agriculture, and 
manufacture of silk goods, safety-fuse, etc. 

Somers, Tolland County. — Incorporated, July, 1734, by Massachu- 
setts; annexed to Connecticut, May, 1749. Population, 1,242. Grand 
list, $595,051. Principal industries, agriculture, with two woollen- 
mills at the village of Somersville. 

Southbury, New-Haven County. —Incorporated, May, 1787; taken 
from Woodbury. Population, 1,740. Grand list, $611,M6. Prhici- 
pal industries, agriculture, with one paper-mill at Southford, and one 
woollen-mill at South Britain. 

Sonthington, Hartford County. — Incorporated, October, 1779; 
taken from Farmington. Population, 5,411. Grand Ust, $2,273,419. 
Principal industries, agriculture, and manufacture of hardware and 
silver-plated ware. Plantsville is a pleasant and thriving village of 
this town. 

South Windsor, Hartford County. — Incorporated, May, 1845; 
taken from East Windsor. Population, 1,902. Grand list, $1,386,- 
228. Principal industries, agriculture and paper-making. 

Sprague, New-London County. — Incorporated, May, 1861; taken 
from Lisbon and Franklin. Population, 3,207. Grand list, $1,164,- 
610. Principal industries, the manufacture of cotton and woollen 
goods, and agriculture. 

Stafford, Tolland County. — Settled in 1719. Stafford Springs 
borough incorporated 1873. Population, 4,455. Grand list, $1,085,823. 
Principal industries, agriculture, and manufacture of woollen goods. 

Stamford, Fairfield County. — Settled, 1640, under New-Haven 
jurisdiction; named, April, 1642; submitted to Connecticut, October, 
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1662. Population, town, 11,297; borough (incorporated 1830), 2,540. 
Grand list, $8,001,456. PrincipEd industries, manufacture of dye- 
stuffs, extracts, etc, iron-castings and machinery, knit goods, shoes, 
pottery, etc, and a^^culture. 

Sterling, Windham County. — Incorporated, May, 1794; taken from 
Volimtown. Population, 957. Grand list, $266,091. Principal indus- 
tries, agriculture and granite-quarrying, dyeing and bleaching, etc. 

Stonington, New-London County. — Incorporated, October, 1658, 
by Massachusetts. (Borough incorporated 1801.) Population, 7,855. 
Grand list, $5,017,923. Principal industries, agriculture, and the 
manufacture of machinery, printing-presses, woollen goods, etc. 

Stratford, Fairfield County. — Settled, 1639. West Stratford bor- 
ough incorporated 1873. Population, 4,251. Grand list, $1,630,347. 
Principal industries, agriculture and fisheries. 

Suffleld, Hartford County. —Incorporated, May, 1674, by Massachu- 
setts; annexed to Connecticut, May, 1749. Population, 3,225. Grand 
list, $1,979,000. Principal industries, agriculture and cigar-making. 

Thomaston, Litchfield County. — Incorporated, May, 1875; taken 
from Plymouth. Population, 3,225. Grand list, $1,549,335. Prin- 
cipal industries, agriculture, and the manufacture of clocks and 
watches, brass goods, cutlery, etc. 

Thompson, Windham County. — Incorporated, May, 1785; taken 
from Killingly. Population, 5,051. Grand list, $1,764,604. Principal 
industries, agriculture, and manufacture of cotton and woollen goods. 

Tolland, Tolland County. — Named, May, 1715. Population, 1,169. 
Grand list, $351,603. Principal industries, agriculture, and one belt- 
manufactory. 

Torrington, Litchfield County. — Incorporated, October, 1740. 
Population, 3,327. Grand list, $1,739,174. Principal industries, the 
manufacture of sheet and rolled brass, brass, copper, nickel, silver, 
and gold-plated goods, iron, brass, copper, and spelter castings, 
needles, machines, furniture, upholstery-nails, woollen goods, etc, and 
agriculture. 

Trumbull, Fairfield County. —Incorporated, October, 1797; taken 
from Stratford. Population, 1,323. Grand list, $632,148. Principal 
industries, agriculture, and manufacture of paper, wagons, etc. 

Union, Tolland County. — Incorporated, 1734. Population, 539. 
Grand list, $148,433. Principal industry, agriculture. 

Vernon, Tolland County. — Incorporated, October, 1806; taken 
from Bolton. Population, 6,915. Grand list, $2,744,966. Principal 
industries, manufacture of woollen, silk, and cotton goods, and agri- 
culture. The village of Rockville, with its fine water-privileges, is in 
this town. 
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Voluntown, New-London County. —Named, May, 1708. Popula- 
tion, 1,186. Grand list, $216,148. Principal industries, agriculture, 
and the manufacture of cotton goods. 

'Wallingford, New-Haven County. — Named, May, 1670 (borough 
incorporated 1853). Population, 4,686. Grand list, $2,584,234. Prin- 
cipal industries, manufacture of silver and plated goods, wheels, etc., 
and agriculture. 

Warren, Litchfield County. — Incorporated, May, 1786; taken from 
KenL Population, 639. Grand list, $234,345. Principal industry, 
agriculture. 

Washington, Litchfield County. — Incorporated, January, 1779; 
taken from Woodbury, Litchfield, Kent, and New Milford. Popula- 
tion, 1,590. Grand list, $974,630. Principal industry, agriculture. 
It is quite a summer resort. 

Waterbury, New-Haven County. — Named, May, 1686. Popula- 
tion, town, 20,270; city (incorporated 1853), 17,806. Grand list, $9,- 
520,386. Principal industries, manufacture of rolled and cast brass 
and copper, and German-silver goods, lamp-trimmings, boilers, but- 
tons, percussion- caps and cartridges, clocks, watches, plated ware, 
pins, eyelets and buckles, electric-light and telephone wire, machinery, 
etc., and agriculture. The city is the centre of the brass-industry in 
this country. 

Waterford, New-London County. —Incorporated, October, 1801; 
taken from New London. Population, 2,701. Grand list, $1,057,720. 
Principal industries, agriculture, quarrying, and manufacture of 
paper. 

Watertown, Litchfield County. — Incorporated, May, 1780; taken 
from Waterbury. Population, 1,897. Grand list, $1,443,967. Prin- 
cipal industries, agriculture, and manufacture of silk thread, umbrella- 
trinunings, mouse-traps, and general hardware. 

Westbrook, Middlesex County. — Incorporated, May, 1840; taken 
from Saybrook. Population, 878. Grand list, $504,255. Principal 
mdustries, agriculture and fishing. It is a favorite seaside resort. 

West Hartford, Hartford County. — Incorporated, May, 1854; 
Uken from Hartford. Population, 1,828. Grand list, $2,474,497. 
Principal industry, agriculture. 

Weston, Fairfield County. — Incorporated, October, 1787; taken 
from Fairfield. Population, 918. Grand list, $409,719. Prhicipal 
industry, agriculture. 

Westport, Fairfield County. — Incorporated, May, 1835; taken 
from Fairfield, Norwalk, and Weston. Population, 3,477. Grand 
list, $2,106,753. Principal industries, agriculture, and the manufac- 
ture of morocco, cotton twine, satchels, planes, buttons, etc 
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Wethersfield, Hartford County. — Settled, 1635; named, 1637. 
Population, 2,173. Grand list, $1,209,988. Principal industry, agri- 
culture; garden-seeds a specialty. There is one mattress-manufac- 
tory, and shoes are made at the State Prison located here. 

Willington, Tolland County. — Incorporated, May, 1727. Popula- 
tion, 1,086. Grand list, $233,929. Principal industries, agriculture, 
and the manufacture of cotton and woollen goods. 

"Wilton, Fairfield County. — Incorporated, May, 1802; taken from 
Norwalk. Population, 1,864. Grand list, $703,913. Principal indus- 
tries, agriculture and wire-drawing. 

Winchester, Litchfield County. — Incorporated, May, 1771. Pop- 
ulation, 5,142. Grand list, $2,953,294. Winsted (borough incorpo- 
rated 1858) is the centre of its varied manufacturing interests. 
Principal industries, manufacture of coffin-trimmings, clocks, scythes, 
cutlery, leather, and a variety of small articles. 

Windham, Windham County. — Incorporated, May, 1692. Popu- 
lation, 8,264. Grand list, $4,259,494. Principal industries, the manu- 
facture of spool-cotton, silk twist, cotton fabrics, machinery, carriages, 
etc., and agriculture. The manufacturing is chiefly at Willimantic, 
a borough incorporated 1833. 

Windsor, Hartford County.— Settled, 1635; named, February, 
1637. Population, 3,058. Grand list, $1,422,204. Principal industry, 
agriculture. 

Windsor Locks, Hartford County. — Incorporated, May, 1854; 
taken from Windsor. Population, 2,332. Grand list, $718,174. Prin- 
cipal industries, manufacture of paper, cotton warp, machinery, silk 
goods, hosiery, steel, school-apparatus, etc., and agriculture. 

Wolcott, New-Haven County. — Incorporated, May, 1796; taken 
from Waterbury and Southington. Population, 493. Grand list, 
$226,092. Principal industry, agriculture. 

W^oodbridge, New-Haven County. — Incorporated, January, 1784; 
taken from New Haven and Milford. Population, 829. Grand list, 
$413,114. Principal industry, agriculture. 

Woodbury, Litchfield County. — Named, May, 1674 Population, 
2,140. Grand list, $1,006,888. Principal industries, agriculture, and 
the manufacture of woollens, shears and other cutlery, powder- 
flasks, etc. 

Woodstock, Windham County. —Incorporated, March, 1690, by 
Massachusetts; annexed to Connecticut, May, 1749. Population, 
2,639. Grand list, $951,047. Principal industries, agriculture, and 
manufacture of cotton twine. 
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GOVERNORS OF CONNECTICUT. 



John Hayneb 1639-1640 

Edwabd Hopkins 1640-1641 

John Haynes 1641-1^42 

Georgb Wyllys 1642-1643 

John Haynes 1643-1644 

Edwabd Hopkins .... 1W4-1645 

John Haynes 1645-1646 

Edwabd Hopkins 1646-1647 

John Haynes 1647-1648 

Edwabd Hopkins 1648-1649 

John Haynes 1649-1650 

Edwabd Hopkins 1650-1651 

John Haynes 1651-1652 

Edwabd Hopkins 1652-1653 

John Haynes 1653-1654 

Edwabd Hopkins 1654-1655 

Thomas Wells 1655-1656 

John Websteb 1656-1657 

John Winthrop 1657-1658 

Thomas Wells 1658-1659 

John Winthbop 1659-1665 

John Winthrop 1665-1676 

William Leet 1676-1680 

RoBEBT Treat 1680-1687 

Sib Edmund Andros 1 . . . 1687-1689 

Robert Tbeat 1689-1696 

FiTi-JoHN Winthrop . . . 1696-1707 

Gdbdon Saltonstall . . . 1707-1724 

Joseph Talcott 1724-1741 

Jonathan Law 1741-1751 

Rooeb Wolcott 1751-1754 

Thomas Fitch 1754-1766 



Term of office, 
year. 



1 
1' 
1 

10 

3 

12 



6 years. 



1 Sir Edmund Androa was appointed by Jamee II. governor of New England. 
It was to him that the ctiarter was to be surrendered. All other governors were 
elected. 
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GOVEHNORS OP CONNBCTICXTT. 











Term of offloe. 


William Pitkin . . . 


. . 1766-ne9 .... 3 years. 


Jonathan Trumbull . 


. 1769-1784 . 






15 . " 


Matthew Griswold 


. 1784-1785 . 






1 year. 


Samuel Huntington . 


. 1785-1796 . 






11 years. 


Oliver Wolcott . . . 


. . 1796-1798 . 






2 " 


Jonathan Trumbull . 


. 1798-1809 . 






. 11 " 


John Trbadwell . . . 


. 1809-1811 . 






2 " 


KooEB Griswold . . . 


. 1811-1813 . 






2 " 


John Cotton Smith . . 


. 1813-1817 . 






4 ** 


Oliver Wolcott . . . , 


. 1817-1827 . 






10 " 


Gideon Tomlinson . . . 


. 1827-1831 . 






4 " 


John S. Peters . . . 


. 1831-1833 . 






2 " 


Henry W. Edwards 


. 1833-1834 . 






1 year. 


Samuel S. Foote . . . . 


. 1834-1835 . , 






1 " 


Henry W. Edwards 


. 1835-1838 . , 






3 years. 


William W. Ellsworth , 


. 1838-1842 . . 






4 " 


Chauncey F. Cleveland 


. 1842-1844 . . 






2 " 


Roger S. Baldwin . . . 


. 1844-1846 . . 






2 " 


Isaac Toucey 


. 184^1847 . . 






1 year. 


Clark Bissell . . . , 


. 1847-1849 . . 






2 years. 


Joseph Trumbull . . . 


. 1849-1850 . . 






1 year. 


Thomas H. Seymour . . 


. 1850-June, 185 


3 , 




3 yrs. 1 m. 


Charles H. Pond,* June . 


. 1853-1854 . . 






11 mos. 


Henry Dutton . . . . 


. 1854-1855 . . 






1 year. 


William T. Minor . . , 


. 1855-1857 . . 






2 years. 


Alexander H. Holley 


. 1857-1858 . , 






1 year. 


William A. Buckingham 


. 1858-1866 . 






9 years. 


Joseph R. Hawley . . . 


. 1866-1867 ! 






1 year. 


James £. English . . . 


. 1867-1869 . . 






2 years. 


Marshall Jewell . . 


. 1869-1870 . 






1 year. 


James E. English . . . 


. 1870-1871 . 






1 " 


Marshall Jewell . . . 


. 1871-1873 . 






2 years. 


Charles R. Inoersoll 


. 1873-Jan., 18T 


1 . 




3 yrs.9in. 


Richard D. HubbArd . 


. 1877-1879 . 






2 years. 


Charles B. Andrews . 


. 1879-1881 . , 






2 " 


Hobart B. Bigelow . . 


. 1881-1883 . . 






2 " 


Thomas M. Waller . . 


. 1883-1885 . , 






2 «« 


Henry B. Harrison . . 


. 1885-1887 . . 






2 " 


Phineas C. Lounsbury , 


. 1887- . . 









^ Governor Pond was elected lieutenant-governor in April, 1853, and became 
governor by the reelgnatton of Governor Seymoor in June, 1853, when be was 
appointed minister to Ruula. 
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SENATORS FROM CONNECTICUT IN THE 
CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES. 



Oliveb Ellsworth 1789-06. 

William Samuel Johnson 1789-01. 

HooEB Sherman 1791-93. 

Stephen Mix Mitchell 1793-95. 

Jonathan Trumbull 1795-96. 

Uriah Tracy 1796-1807. 

James Hillhouse 1796-1810. 

Chauncey Goodrich 1807-13. 

Samuel Whittlesey Dana 1810-21. 

David Daggett 1813-19. 

James Lanman 1819-25. 

Elijah Boardman 1821-23. 

Henry W. Edwards 1823-27. 

Calvin Willey 1825-31. 

Samuel H. Foot 1827-3.3. 

Gideon Tomlinson 1831-37. 

Nathan Smith 1833-35. 

John Milton Niles 1835-39, 1843-49. 

Perry Smith 1837-43. 

Thaddeus Betts 1839-40. 

Jabez W. Huntington 1840-47. 

Roger Sherman Baldwin 1847-51. 

Truman Smith 1849-54. 

Isaac Toucey 1852-57. 

Francis Gillette 1854-55. 

La Fayette S. Foster 1855-67. 

James Dixon 1857-69. 

Orris S. Ferry 1867-75. 

William A. Buckingham 1869-75. 

James E. English 1875-76. 

William W. Eaton 1875-81. 

William H. Barnum 1876-79, 

Orville H. Platt 1879- 

Joseph R. Hawley 1881- 
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BRIEF SKETCHES OF CONNECTICUT REGI- 
MENTS AND THEIR SERVICES IN THE 
CIVIL WAR. 



THREE-MONTHS' BflEN. 

The Pirst Infantry numbered seven hundred and eighty men 
when it left New Haven, May 0, 1861, for Washington. It was com- 
manded by Col. Daniel Tyler, a graduate of West Point, who had 
served in the regular army. He was soon promoted to be brigadier- 
general, and was succeeded by Lieut. -Col. George S. Bumham. The 
regiment was under fire at Bull Run, and after the expiration of its 
term of service was mustered out at New Haven, July 31, 1861. A 
large proportion of the men and officers re-enlisted for three years. 

The Second Infantry left New Haven, May 10, 1861, in com- 
mand of Col. Alfred H. Terry. The regiment participated in the 
battle of Bull Run, and lost two killed and five wounded. It was 
mustered out, Aug. 7, 1861. 

The Third Infantry was recruited at Hartford. In command of 
Col. John L. Chatfield, it reached Washington in time to take part in 
the battle of Bull Run. The regiment was mustered out at Hartford, 
Aug. 12, 1861. 

THREE-TEARS' MEN. 

First Squadron Connecticut Cavalry. ~ This body of Connec- 
ticut cavalry was recruited in the autumn of 1861 to compose a part 
of a volunteer regiment to be raised in different States. The squadron 
known as Companies C— W. H. Mallory, captain — and D — T. B. 
Thomett, captain — was eventually attached to the Second New- York 
Cavalry. It did excellent service; but it was counted to the quota 
of New York, and Connecticut received no credit from the Greneral 
Government for l>ounties paid the enlisted men. The two companies 
lost thirteen killed in battle, and eight of their number died at 
Andersonville. 
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First Cavalry. — This was originally a battalion of four companies. 
It left West Meriden in February, 1862, for Wheeling, W. Va., under 
the command of Major Judson W. Lyon, with three hundred and 
forty-six officers and men. In the following May, as a part of Gten. 
Schenck's brigade, it took part in a fight with Stonewall Jackson's 
troops. In June the battalion was under Gen. Fremont in his march 
into the Shenandoah Valley to relieve Gen. Banks. It was afterwards 
attached to Gen. Sigel's command, and was engaged in active service 
during the campaign in charge of Gen. Pope. The battalion was 
then called to do provost-duty at Baltimore, and, while here, was re- 
cruited to a full regiment of twelve companies. In the spring of 1863 
it joined the army of the Potomac, and in August, 1864, was trans- 
ferred to the army of the Shenandoah. During these eventful months 
the regiment saw constant battle-service, and made a proud record. 
The regiment was in command of Major Erastus Blakeslee, who was 
wounded at Ashland, and soon after received his commission as 
colonel He resigned at the end of three years of service, and Lieut- 
Col. Brayton Ives became colonel. The regiment was mustered out 
at Washington, Aug. 2, 1865. 

The First Light Battery was organized in October, 1861, and 
sailed for Port Royal, S.C, Jan. 13, 1862, with a hundred and fifty-six 
men. It was connected with the Department of the South imtil April, 
1864, when it was sent to Virginia, and became a part of Gen, Terry's 
command. The battery was engaged in the battle of Chester Station 
and at Proctor's Creek. After hard service it was transferred to the 
Twenty-fifth Corps, and assigned a position near the James River, in 
the rear of Fort Bumham, remaining in the vicinity of Richmond 
until mustered out in June, 1865. 

The Second Light Battery was organized at Bridgeport in Au- 
gust, 1862. It left the SUte, Oct. 16, in command of Capt. J. W. 
Sterling, and was assigned to the Army of the Potomac As a part of 
the "artillery reserve," in command of Gen. Robert O. Tyler, it was 
engaged at Grettysburg. In August, 1863, it was sent to New York 
during the draft-troubles, and returned to Washington in October. 
It was transferred to the Department of the Gulf in February, 1864, 
and stationed at different points in Louisiana. Aug. 6, the battery 
was engaged at Fort Gaines, and on the 19th at Fort Morgan. It was 
sent to Florida, and afterwards took part in the assault and reduction 
of the Confederate works near Blakely, Ala. The battery was mus- 
tered out at New Haven, Aug. 9, 1865. 

The Third Light Battery, organized October, 1864, for one-year's 
service, left the State in November under the command of Capt. 
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Thomas S. Gilbert. It was attached to Gen. Henry L. Abbott's 
artillery brigade, and occupied four redoubts at City Point, Va. 
Later a section of the battery was stationed in front of Gen. Grant's 
bead-quarters. It did good service, arid, after the surrender of the 
rebel array, was employed in dismantling fortifications about Rich- 
mond, north of the James River. It was mustered out, July 3, 
1865. 

The Fourth Infantry (First Heavy Artillery) left Hartford, 
June 10, 1861, commanded by Col. Levi Woodhouse. In January, 
1862, it was changed to an artillery organization, and thereafter was 
known as the First Heavy Abtillbry. After service in the for- 
tifications around Washington, it entered the Peninsular campaign 
with seventy-one guns in a siege-train, in command of Col. Robert 
O. Tyler. Col. Tyler was promoted to be brigadier-general, Novem- 
ber, 1862, and he was succeeded by Capt. Henry L. Abbott of the 
regular army. The regiment was in active service four years and 
fom* months. The principal engagements were. Siege of Yorktown, 
Hanover Court-House, Gaines's Mills, Malvern Hill, Siege of Fred- 
ericksburg (December, 1862), before Fredericksburg (April, May, and 
June, 1863), Kelley's Ford, Orange Court-House, Siege of Petersburg 
and Richmond, Fort Fisher. The regiment went out with about 
twelve hundred officers and men, and received over eighteen hundred 
recruits at different times. It was in the service four years and four 
months. 

The Fifth Infantry left the State, July 29, 1861, in command of 
Orris S. Ferry, with orders to report to Gen. Banks at Harper's Ferry. 
March 1, 1862, the regiment crossed the Potomac, and, driving out the 
enemy from Winchester, occupied that place. While here. Col. Ferry 
was promoted to be brigadier-general, and Col. George D. Chapman 
was appointed to succeed him. In May the regiment was with the 
army that recrossed the river; and in the battle that followed, its loss 
was eighty-eight men, killed, wounded, and captured. Early in Au- 
gust the regiment was in the battle of Cedar Mountain, and fought 
bravely. With three exceptions, every commissioned officer was either 
killed, wounded, or captured. In May, 1863, it was in the battle of 
Chancellorsville, Va., and in July took an active part in the battle 
of Gettysburg. The following winter the regiment was transferred to 
Sherman's command in the Department of the Cumberland. From 
May, 1864, to April, 1865, when Johnson surrendered in North Caro- 
lina, it was engaged in several severe skirmishes. From first to last, 
two thousand and sixty-one men served in the regiment, which was 
mustered out, July 19, 1865. 
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Sixth Infantry.— Organized by CoL John L. Chatfield of Water- 
bury, this regiment left New Haven, Sept. 17, 1861, for Washington. 
It was assigned to the Department of the Sonth, and took part in the 
battles at James Island, June, 1862, and Pocotaligo, October, 1862. 
In 1863 the regiment was engaged in the operations against Charles- 
ton, and was in the assault on Morris Island in July. Col. Chatfield 
was wounded at the time the second attack was made on Fort Wag- 
ner, and died at his home in Waterbury the following month. Hav- 
ing returned to Fortress Monroe, the regiment was engaged in active 
and arduous duties at various points. During the months of May and 
June (1864), it lost a hundred and fifty-seven men. After taking part 
in the engagements before Petersburg and Richmond, the regiment 
was ordered early in 1865 to North Carolina, and participated in the 
capture of Fort Fisher. The names of eighteen hundred and thirteen 
men were on the rolls of the regiment at diffei*ent times. It was mus- 
tered out, Aug. 21, 1865, at New Haven. 

Beventh Infantry. — This regiment was to a large extent made up 
of three-months' men, who re-enlisted on their return home in the 
summer of 1861. CoL A. H. Terry of the Second was transferred to 
the command of the Seventh, and Capt. Joseph R Hawley of the 
First was made lieutenant-colonel. In the Port-Royal expedition this 
regiment was the first to land and unfurl the Union flag on the soil of 
South Carolina. After the four-months' siege of Fort Pulaski and its 
final surrender, the fort was garrisoned by this regiment. Col. Terry 
was promoted to be brigadier-general in May, 1862, and Lieut.-Col. 
Hawley was appointed colonel. At the battle of James Island, in 
June, the regiment lost eighty-three men, and, in October, twenty-nine 
at Pocotaligo. Early in 1863 the Seventh was ordered to Femandina, 
where Col. Hawley commanded the post Four companies under 
Lieut.-Col. Rodman were ordered to Hilton Head, and in June Col. 
Hawley with the remaining six was put in command of St Augus- 
tine. Rodman's detachment was the first to land at Morris Island, and 
on the 10th of July led the forlorn hope against Fort Wagner, losing 
a hundred and eleven men out of a hundred and eighty. Col. Hawley 
with his companies came up to Morris Island, and the regiment united 
in the arduous service that ended in the surrender of the entire island, 
including Forts Wagner and Gregg. The regiment was in the battle of 
Olustee, February, 1864, where Col. Hawley led a brigade. Recalled 
to Virginia in May, 1864, the regiment was connected with the Army 
of the James, in the brigade (2d) commanded by Hawley, and the 
division (3d) in charge of Gen. Terry. It was engaged at Chester 
Station, Drury's Bluff, and other battles and skirmishes near Peters- 
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burg, and stdfered heavy losses in killed and wounded. Upon the 
promotion of Hawley as brigadieivgeneral, Lieut.-Col. Bodman was 
offered the colonelcy. The wound received by him at Port Wagner 
still disabled him, and he was compelled to resign; and S. S. Atwell 
became colonel. In September and October the regiment fought 
at Chapin*s Farm, Darbytown Road, Charlee-Oity Boad, and New 
Market. Early in November it was in New York as part of a 
picked brigade in command of G^n. Hawley, sent to keep in check 
any possible disturbance during the Presidential election. In Jan- 
uary, 1866, the regiment was engaged in the capture of Port Fisher. 
Upon the surrender of Wilmington, Feb. 22, it served in the bri- 
gade under Hawley, which occupied the city and adjacent country 
as a base of supplies for Sherman. It was mustered out, July 20, 
1866. 
Bigfath Infantry. — This regiment, when it left Hartford, Oct. 17, 

1861, for Annapolis, Md., numbered over one thousand men. It 
was in command of CoL Edward Harland of Norwich, who was a 
captain in the Third. As a part of Bumside's corps. Its first service 
was at the battle of Newbem, N.G., March 14, 1862, and the siege 
of Fort Macon a few weeks later. When Gen. Bumside was ordered 
to return to the Army of the Potomac, the Eighth accompanied him, 
and went with his corps into Maryland. At Antietam, September, 

1862, one officer and thirty-three men of the regiment were kiUed, 
and ten officers and one hundred and twenty-nine men wounded. At 
Fredericksburg, in December, the Eighth escaped with slight loss; and 
in February, 1863, it was sent to south-east Virginia. The regiment 
remained in Yirginia until January, 1864, when it returned to €k>nneo- 
ticut on veteran-furlough, three hundred and ten men having re-en- 
listed. In March it was4)ack again at its old camp near Portsmouth, 
Va. ; and after picket-duty at Deep Creek and vicinity, it took part 
in the battle at Walthall Junction, May 9, and lost eighty men. 
Ool. Harland had been appointed a brigadier-general; and the regi* 
ment was in command of Col. John E. Ward, who was severdy 
wounded in this battle. A few days later the regiment was in the 
engagement at Fort Darling. Diuing eight days the Ei^th was con- 
stantly under arms, and in this brief time lost one-third of its fighting- 
strength. It was in the battle of Cold Harbor; and from the middle 
of June to the last of August it took part in a large number of skir- 
mishes near Petersburg, and lost heavily. The last general engage- 
ment in which the Eighth took part, was in the storming of Fort 
Harrison on the 29th of September. It was mustered out of servioe, 
Dec. 12, 1865. 



Digitized 



by Google 



CONNECTICUT BEGIMBNTS IN THB CIVIL WAB. 868 

mntfa Infantry. — The Ninth was oiganized in September, 1861, as 
an "Irish" raiment. In command of Col. Cahill, it was sent to 
Lowell, Mass., in November, and, before the close of the month, sailed 
from Boston for Ship Island. It bore an honorable part at Pass 
Christian and the battle of Baton Bouge. In the spring of 1864 the 
Ninth returned to Connecticut on veteran-furlough, three hundred of 
the men having re-enlisted. In July the regiment was ordered to 
Bermuda Hundred. Within a month they were called to Washing- 
ton, and by the middle of August they joined Gen. Sheridan in 
his campaign in the Shenandoah Yalley. The regiment took part 
in the battle of Cedar Creek (Oct. 19), losing thirty-one men. The 
term of service of the non-veterans having expired, the remaining 
men were formed into a battalion of four companies. This battalion, 
in January, 1865, was taken by transport to Savannah, Ga., where it 
was engaged in guard-duty until mustered out, Aug. 8, 1865. 

Tenth Infantry. — This regiment left Hartford in October, 1861, 
and after reaching Annapolis, Md., was assigned to Bumside's com- 
mand. It was in the battle of Boanoke Island, N.C., February, 1862. 
CoL Charles L. Bussell was killed while gallantly leading the regi- 
ment in a charge. At the battle of Newbem, a few weeks later, the 
Tenth lost twenty-three killed and wounded. Dec. 14 it lost one 
hundred and six officers and men in the battle at Kiuston, N.C.; 
and two days after, it was in the skirmish at Whitehall. March 28, 
1863, the raiment was in the battle of Seabrook Island, S.C., and 
remained in the neighborhood of Charleston until late in the fall. 
Having removed to Florida, the Tenth, in December, met with severe 
losses in the fight at St. Augustine. In the spring of 1864 the regi- 
ment was ordered to Yii^nia, and at once took an active part in the 
closing campaign of the war. It was in the engagements at Walthall 
Junction, Dnuys Bluff, Bermuda Hundred, Strawberry Plains, Deep 
Bottom, Deep Bun, Siege of Petersburg, Laurel-Hill Church, New- 
Market Boad, Darby town Boad, and at Hatcher's Bun, and Appo- 
mattox Court-House in 1865. Mustered out, Aug. 25, 1865. 

Zneventh Infantry. —This regiment, imder command of CoL 
Thomas H. C. Kingsbury of Franklin, went to Annapolis in Decem- 
ber, 1861, and was the third Connecticut regiment assigned to Bum- 
side's division. While off Cape Hatteras, the steamer that conveyed 
them was caught in a severe gale, and came near going to pieces. It 
was engaged in the battle at Newbem, N.C. In the summer of 1862 
the Eleventh was transferred to the Army of the Potomac, and was 
in the thick of the terrible campaign of that year. Three days after 
being engaged in the battle of South Mountain, it was at Antietam. 
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In this memorable battle, CoL Kingsbiuy was killed, and the regi- 
ment lost one hundred and eighty-one of its number. It spent the 
following year in Virginia, but did not take part in any important 
engagements. In the spring of 1864 the regiment was in the vicinity 
of Richmond. It took part in the battle of Drury's Bluff, May 16, 
where it was placed in an exposed position, and suffered heavy loss. 
It aided in the building of fortifications at Bermuda Hundred. June 
3 the regiment took part in the battle of Cold Harbor, losing ninety- 
one officers and men. In a skirmish near Petersburg, in August, 
Col. Steadman of Hartford, then in command of a brigade, was 
struck by a shot, and died the next morning. From June to Septem- 
ber, 1864, the regiment lost eighty-five men. Mustered out, Dec. 21, 
1865. 

Twelfth Infantry. — The Twelfth left Hartford for Ship Island, 
Miss., in February, 1862. It bore the name of the "Charter Oak" 
Regiment, and was raised with the understanding that it was to join 
a secret expedition to be commanded by Gen. Butler. Col. Henry 
C. Deming, under whom the Twelfth was organized, was detailed 
for civil duties, and Lieut.-Oo]. Colbum of Derby was promoted 
to the colonelcy. In its first engagement, at Georgia Landing, La., 
Oct. 27, 1862, the reghnent lost nineteen men. In the spring of 
1863 the Twelfth did considerable hard fighting; and during the siege 
of Port Hudson, from the last of May to July 9, it suffered the loss 
of one hundred and eight officers and men. In the spring of 1864 
most of the men re-enlisted ; and, after a veteran-furlough, the r^ment 
returned to New Orleans. Not long after, it was transferred to Vir- 
ginia, and joined Sheridan's command in the Shenandoah Valley. In 
the battles at Winchester and Cedar Creek the regiment suffered ter- 
ribly. The reduction of its force was so great that it was re-organized 
as the Twelfth Battalion, and remained such until mustered out, Aug. 
12, 1865. 

Thirteenth Inf juitry. — This regiment was organized in the fall 
of 1861 at New Haven, where it remained in barracks during the fol- 
lowing winter. Henry W. Birge of Norwich, formerly major of the 
Fourth, was the first colonel. The regiment left Connecticut in 
March, 1862, and joined the expedition in command of Gen. Butler. 
After entering New Orleans in May, the Thirteenth was selected to 
do provost-duty. In the fall it was again in active service under 
Butler and Banks, and took part in the fight at Irish Bend, and the 
siege of Port Hudson. In the fall of 1864 the regiment was sent to 
join the forces of Sheridan in the Shenandoah. It was in the battles 
of Opequan, Winchester, and Fisher's HilL Col. Biige was promoted 
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to be brigadier-general in 1863, and Capt. C. D. Bllnn of New Milf ord 
was appointed colonel. In January, 1864, out of four hundred and 
six men present on duty, four hundred were ready to re-enlist. The 
regiment was reduced to five companies, and called " The Veteran 
Battalion, Thirteenth C. V. ;" and Lieut.-Col. Homer B. Sprague was 
put in command. Mustered out, April 25, 1866. 

Fourteenth Inf antry . — This was the first Connecticut regiment 
raised in response to President Lincoln's call for "three hundred 
thousand '* men in 1862. It left Hartford, Aug. 25, and within a few 
days took a honorable part in the battle of Antietam. From this time 
it was in nearly every prominent engagement of the Army of the 
Potomac until the surrender of Lee. At Gettysburg the Fourteenth 
made a brilliant charge, capturing five Imttle-flags and forty prisoners. 
At Morton's Ford, Feb. 6, 1864, it engaged in a hand-to-hand fight with 
the enemy, losing a hundred and fifteen men. In the series of battles 
in the Wilderness the regiment added fresh laurels to its record of 
noble service. It experienced two years and nine months of hard 
service, and was mustered out. May 31, 1865. 

Three of the field-officers — Cols. Dwight Morris and T. G. Ellis, and 
Major J. B. Coit — were brevetted to be brigadier-generals. 

Fifteenth Infantry. —This regiment was organized, and left for 
Washington under the command of Col. Dexter R. Wright, in August, 
1862. Its first engagement was at Fredericksburg in December. Dur- 
ing the spring of the following year the regiment did faithful and 
arduous service at Suffolk, Va. In the summer it was with the expe- 
dition up the Peninsula uifder Gen. Dix, and in the fall and winter 
aided in building the fortifications at Norfolk. The regiment was 
transferred to Plymouth, N.C., in January, 1864, and, while there, 
successful raids were made. It was at Newbem during the yellow- 
fever epidemic of the summer of 1864, and fifty-eight members of the 
regiment died of the disease. At the battle of Kinston, N.C., the 
regiment lost heavily in killed and wounded, and the greater portion 
of the siu'vivors were taken prisoners. Upon the occupation of Kin- 
ston by the Union forces, the Fifteenth was assigned to garrison-duty, 
and remained there until the close of the war. It was mustered out 
at New Haven, July 12, 1865. 

Sixteenth Infjuitry.— The Sixteenth left Hartford in command 
of Col. Frank Beach, Aug. 29, 1862. From Washington it was hurried 
forward in time to take part in the battle of Antietam. It held an 
exposed position, and a hundred and eighty-four officers and men were 
killed or wounded. With sadly shattered ranks it crossed the Poto- 
mac in the pursuit of Lee, and was in the battle of Fredericksburg. 
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After Gen. Hooker took command of the army, the Sixteenth was 
sent to Newport News, Ya., and soon after joined the forces at Suf- 
folk, assisting in its defence during the siege hy Longstreet At Eden- 
ton Road in April, 1863, and at Providence-Church Road in May, the 
regiment was in a sharp conflict with the enemy. In January, 1864, 
the Sixteenth was ordered to Newbem, N.C., and from there to 
Plymouth. At this place they were attacked by a force much larger 
than their own, and after a stubborn fight of three days were com- 
pelled to surrender. The greater part of the year they suffered con- 
finement at Andersonville and other places. Of the number captured 
at Plymouth, neai'ly one-half died in prison. Out of the thousand 
officers and men who left the State with this r^ment in 1862, only a 
little band of a hundred and thirty men returned to be mustered out 
in June, 1865. 

Seventeenth Infantry. ~ This regiment was recruited from Fair- 
field County. It left Bridgeport in conunand of Col. W. H. Noble, 
and was assigned to the Army of the Potomac In May, 1863, the 
regiment was in the battle of ChancellorsviUe, where it lost one him- 
dred and twenty men. Two months later the regiment suffered ter- 
ribly at Gettysburg. In August it was transferred to Folly Island, 
S.C, where it took part in the sieges of Siunter and Wagner. Early 
in 1864 the regiment was ordered to Florida, where it did active duty 
until the close of the war, and was mustered out, July 9, 1865. 

Eighteenth Infantry. — The Eighteenth was made up principally 
of volunteers from New London and Windham Counties. It left Nor- 
wich in command of Col. W. G. Ely, and for several months did gar- 
rison-duty at Baltimore. In June, 1863, the regiment was in the 
battle of Winchester, Ya. ; and at the evacuation of that place, it was 
among the Union forces intercepted by a large body of the enemy, and 
were most of them captured. They were soon exchanged, and joined 
the little band of their comrades who had been more fortunate. In the 
spring of 1864 the Eighteenth was connected with Gen. SigePs com- 
mand in the march up the Shenandoah Valley, and at the battle of 
New Market lost fifty-six men. The regiment bore an active part at 
the rout of the enemy at Piedmont, June 5. A few days later, after a 
skirmish at Lynchburg, the regiment only escaped capture by a forced 
and exhausting march. After a brief rest they were In the fights at 
Snicker's Ford, Winchester, and Berryville. The regiment served in 
West Virginia until it was mustered out at Harper's Ferry, June 27, 
1865, 

Nineteenth Infantry (Second Heavy Artillery).— This regi- 
ment was recruited in Litchfield County in the summer of 1862. It 
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left Litchfield in September for Washington, and was stationed at 
Alexandria. Two months later it was changed to a heaTj-artillery 
organization; and during 1868 it was engaged in garrison-duty in forts 
on the south of the Potomac, near Washington. The regiment was 
brought to a high state of efficiency under the command of Col. Elisha 
S. Kellogg of Derby; and in May, 1864, it joined the Sixth Army 
Corps in Yiiginia. In the sad slaughter at Cold Harbor, June 1, 
Col. Kellogg was killed; and the total loss of the regiment was two 
hundred and eighty-five killed, wounded, and missing. Following the 
fortunes of the gallant Sixth Corps, the regiment was in the battles 
of Winchester, Fisher's HiU, and Cedar Creek, Va. In February, 
1865, it was in the engagement at Hatcher's Run, Va., and, in Mardh 
and April, near Petersburg and at Sailor's Creek. The casualties 
which it suffered tell the story of its noble service. The muster-out 
took place at Washington, D.C., Aug. 18, 1866. 

Twentieth Infantry.— The Twentieth was recruited in Hartford, 
New Haven, and Middlesex Counties, and left for Washington, Sept. 
11, 1862. Col. Samuel Ross, its commanding officer, was given a bri- 
gade; and the r^ment, during most of its service, was led by others. 
The Twentieth was a part of the Twelfth Army Corps; and its first 
engagement was at Chancellorsville, where it lost one hundred and 
ninety-seven officers and men. In the battle of Gettysburg the r^- 
ment escaped without severe loss, although it was in the fight for six 
hours. Late in September, 1863, the Twentieth joined the army of 
the Cumberland. It participated in several skirmishes, and in May, 
1864, at the battles at Resaca, 6a., and Cassvllle, lost twenty-one men. 
It suffered heavy loss in the battle at Peach-Tree Creek, Ga., took 
part in the capture of Atlanta, and aided in its fortification. It was 
with Sherman in his march to the sea, entering Savannah on the 2l8t 
of December, 1864. On the march northward, the Twentieth was in 
the fight with Gren. Joe Johnston's troops at Silver Run, and also at 
BentonviUe, N.C. It was mustered out, June 18, 1865. 

Twenty-first Infantry.— This regiment was recruited from the 
eastern part of the State, and left Norwich for Washington, Sept. 11, 
1862, in command of Col. Arthur H. Dutton. At the battle of Fred- 
ericksburg, in December, it won distinguished honor. During the 
spring of 1863 the r^ment participated in the defence of Suffolk, Va., 
and did provost-duty for several months in Norfolk and Portsmouth. 
After service at Newport News, Morehead City, Newbem, and Wash- 
ington (N.C), the r^ment was recalled to Virginia. At the battle 
of Drury's Bluff it lost one hundred and seven men; and in a skirmish 
soon after, CoL Dutton received wounds from which he died. In the 
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battle of Cold Harbor, the regiment lost forty-seyen men; and a few 
days later, Col. Burpee was mortally wounded while on duty as brigade 
officer. The Twenty-first was at Petersburg and Bermuda Himdred, 
and took part in the capture of Fort Harrison on the James Biver. 
The muster-out took place June 16, 1865. 

NINZr-MONTHS' MEN. 

The Twenty-second Regiment, Geo. S. Bumham, colonel, was 
recruited from Hartford and Tolland Counties in the autumn of 1862. 
It was first stationed at Miner's Hill, Va., and then at Hunter's 
Chapel near Arlington Heights. In April, 1863, it embarked for Nor- 
folk and Suffolk, and took part in the siege at the latter place. From 
this time until its term of service exph-ed, it was not on active duty 
in the field. It was mustered out, July 7,1863. 

The Twenty-third Regiment, Charles £. L. Holmes, colonel, left 
New Haven, Nov. 16, 1862, and after a brief tarry for instruction at 
Camp Buckingham, Long Island, sailed for New Orleans. In a sharp 
skirmish at La Fourche Crossing, June 21, 1863, the regiment lost 
several men. On the 23d of June, while most of the Union troops 
were absent at the siege of Port Hudson, the enemy made a sudden 
and successful attack on the Twenty-third, which was guarding a line 
of railroad near Brashear City, and took many prisoners. At New 
Haven, Aug. 31, 1863, it was mustered out of service. 

Twenty-fourth Infcmtry. — The command of this r^ment was 
given to Col. Samuel M. Mansfield of Middletown, a recent graduate 
of West Point, and a son of the lamented Gen. Mansfield. Late in 
the year 1862 the regiment embarked for Louisiana, and took part in 
the siege of Port Hudson. It won honorable distinction for the ser- 
vice it rendered at this time. The loss during the siege was sixty-six 
officers and men. After the fall of Port Hudson, the regiment served 
at CarroIIton and other points, until mustered out, Sept. 30, 1863. 

Twenty-fifth Infantry. — This regiment sailed for New Orleans, 
November, 1862, forming a part of Gen. Banks's division. On the 
14th of April, 1863, it was in the battle at Irish Bend. Under the 
lead of Col. George P. Bissell, the regiment was in the fiercest part 
of the engagement, and suffered a loss of nearly one himdred killed 
and wounded. At the siege of Port Hudson, it met with severe losses, 
only one hundred and forty men being fit for duty by the last of June. 
The regiment was mustered out, Aug. 26, 1863. • 

Twenty-sixth Infantry.— Under Col. Thomas G. Kingsley, this 
regiment joined the division of €ren^ Banks in Louisiana in the fall 
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of 1862, It bore a conspicuous part in the assault of Port Hud- 
son, losing one hundred and seven officers and men. Of the two 
hundred and thirty-five men who took part in the second assault, fifty- 
nine were killed or wounded. This loss was as great as that sustained 
by the rest of the entire brigade. The regimeot was mustered out, 
Aug. 17, 1863. 

Twenty-seventh Infantry. — Organized in September, 1862, this 
regiment, in command of Col. R. S. Bostwick, left New Haven for 
Washington, Oct. 22. Six weeks later it was in the battle of Freder- 
icksburg, where it lost one hundred and eight men. In the battle of 
Cliancellorsville (May, 1863), eighteen of the officers and two hundred 
and sixty-five men were taken prisoners. They were soon exchanged, 
and returned in time to take part in the battle of Crettysburg. In the 
same month, its term of service having expired, the regiment was 
mustered out. 

Twenty-eighth Infantry. — This regiment, Samuel P. Ferris, col- 
onel, was the last raised to serve nine months. After brief duty at 
JaclLsonville, Fla., it joined the army of €ren. Banks in Louisiana. 
It participated in the second assault on Port Hudson. Of its number, 
fifty-nine were killed, wounded, or missing. After the surrender, the 
regiment formed part of the garrison, until ordered home, and was 
mustered out, Aug. 28, 1863. 

COLORED TROOPS. 

Twenty-ninth Infantry. — This was the first colored regiment 
sent from Connecticut. In command of Col. William B. Wooster of 
Derby, It left New Haven, March 20, 1864, and, after reaching Annap- 
olis, was assigned to the Ninth Corps, and sailed for Beaufort, S.C. 
The regiment was transferred to Bermuda Hundred, Ya., in August, 
and not long after was in the trenches at Petersburg, and also performed 
garrison-duty at different places. In October, in a sharp skirmish at 
Kell House, the regiment lost eighty men killed and wounded. Dur- 
ing the spring of 1865 the Twenty-ninth was stationed at Fort Har- 
rison ; and, after the evacuation of Bichmond, it was among the first 
to enter the city. After a brief tarry in Richmond, the regiment was 
transferred to Texas, where it remained until ordered home in the fall 
of 1865. It was in service one year and eight months. 

Thirtieth Infantry. — The organization of this second regiment of 
colored troops was begun at New Haven in the winter of 1863-1864. 
Only four companies were finally formed. These were ordered to 
Virginia, and in the summer of 1864 became a part of the Thirty- 
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first United-States colored troops, under command of Col. Henry C. 
Ward. This regiment was engaged at the assault on Petersburg, July 
30, when it lost one hundred and thirty-six men. After service at 
Bermuda Hundred, the regiment was stationed near Fort Harrison, 
and was with the army that entered Richmond in April, 1865. The 
regiment was then sent to Texas, where it remained until October, 
when the Connecticut companies returned home, and were discharged 
at Hartford, Dec. 1, 1865. 

Connecticut is credited on the rolls of the war department 
with having furnished during the war 55,864 men, or, re- 
duced to a three-years' standing, with 50,623. 



The appended list gives the names of citizens of the State, 
or officers of Connecticut i-egiments, who were made general 
officers during the war. 

MAJOR-GENERALS. 

Henry W. Beuham, Darius N. Couch, Joseph K. F. Mansfield, 
Joseph A. Mower, John Sedgwick, Alfred H. Terry, Horatio G. 
Wright. 

BREVET MAJOR-GENERALS. 

Henry L. Abbott, Henry W, Birge, Joseph R. Hawley, Alexander 
Shaler, Joseph G. Totten, Robert O. Tyler, Henry W. Wessells, A. S. 
Williams. 

BRIGADIER-GENERALS. 

Luther P. Bradley, Henry B. Carrington, William T. Clark, Orris 8. 
Ferry, Edward Harland, Henry M. Judah, William S. Ketchum, Na- 
thaniel Lyon, Ranold S. Mackenzie, James W. Ripley, Benjamin S. 
Roberts, Truman Seymour, A. von Steinwehr, Daniel Tyler, H. D. 
Terry. 

BREVET BRIGADIER-GENERALS. 

Erastus Blakeslee, William G. Ely, Theodore G. Ellis, E. D. S. 
Goodyear, Edwin S. Greeley, James Hubbard, Brayton Ives, Edwartl 
M. Lee, Gustavus Loomis, John Loomis, William H. Noble, John L. 
Otis, Joseph G. Perkins, William S. Pierson, Alfred P. Rockwell, Sam- 
uel Ross, Griffin A. Stedmau, John E. Tourtelotte, Edward W. Whit- 
aker, Henry M. Whittlesey, Henry C. Ward. 
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Abbott, Gen. Henry L., 210, 800. 
Aberoromble, God. Junes, 156, 162, 163, 

164. 
Adams, Cheeter, 321. 
Adams, John, 287, 288. 
Agawam, 19. 
Agrkmltare, 140, 838, 884. 
Albany, N.T.. 160. 
Allen, Ethan, 185-187. 
Allyn, John, 95, 106. 
American Board, Foreign Missions, 253. 
Amherst, Gen. Jeffrey, 162, 1C8, 170. 
Andersonvllle, 271, 272, 358, 366. 
Andover, 340. 
Andrews, Charles B., 856. 
Andros, Sir Edmund, 73, 74, 80, 81. 93-05, 

855. 
Ansonla. Set Derby. 
Antletam, 266. 
Anti-slavery agitation, 252. 
Appomattox, 280. 
Army of the James, 278. 
Army of the Potomac, 264, 260, 273. ' 
Amok), Benedict, 187, 212, 213, 226-228. 
Ashford, 195, 340. 
Ashnrst, Sir Henry, 103-106. 
Aspinwall, Dr. William, 295. 
Assembly, The General, 102, 111, 138, 162, 

166, 185, 188, 198, 201, 202, 241, 244, 

248, 253, 262, 2S0, 310. 
Asylnm, American, for Deaf and Dumb, 

248-250. 
Asylnm for Insane, 248. 
Atwater, Edward B., 120. 
Atwcll, 8. S., 362. 
Avon, 53, 340. 

Bacon, Dr. Leonard, 34, 258. 
Baldwin, Roger S., 856, 357. 
Ballot, The, 248. 



Bancroft, George, qnotatlons from, 88, 57, 

76, 78, 180, 187, 824. 
Banks, Gen. N. P., 264, 270. 
Barber, J. W., 330. 
Barkhamstead, 340. 

Barlow, Joel, 131, 207, 290, 814. 
Barnard, Henry, 308. 
Bamum, William H., 857. 
Barre, Col. Isaac, 175. 
" Battle of the Kegs,** 210. 
Battery Harrison, 278, 802. 
Beach, Col. Frank, 865. 
Beach, Rev. John W., 818. 
Beacon Falls, 340. 
Beecber, Henry Ward, 298, 800. 
Beecher, Lyman, 251, 258, 298, 812. 
Bellamy, Joseph, 297. 
BerUn, 63, 295. 840. 
Bermuda Hundred, 273, 277. 
Bethel, 211, 289, 340. 
Bethlehem, 297, 340. 
Belts, Thaddeus, 857. 
Blgelow, Hobart B., 856. 
BIrge, Gen. H. W., 270, 864. 
Birmingham. See Derby. 
Blssell, Clark, 356. 
Bissell, Col. G. P., 368. 
Blake, Major Edward F., 267. 
Blakeslee, Erastus, 350. 
Blinn, Col. C. D., 365. 
Block, Adrian, U. 
Bloomfield, 341. 
" Blue Laws,** 43. 
Bolton, 832, 341. 
Boardman, Elijah, 357. 
Boundaries arranged with Dutch, 61 ; be- 
tween Connecticut and New York, 

77, 79; between Connecticut and 
Rhode Island, 80, 84, 88 ; controversy 
over, with MassachusetU, settled, 110; 
boundarylines, 329-331. 
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Boston, "Port Bill** denonoced, 183; aid 
sent to, 1S4; British evacuate, 198. 

Bout wick, Col. R. S., 360. 

Bowen, ClareDce W., 85. 

Boyd, John, 96. 

Bozrah, 341. 

Braddock, Gen., 151. 

Branford, 79, 341. 

Brass, 286, 291. 

Brewster, James, 288. 

Bridgeport, 293, 341. 

Bridgewater, 341. 

Bristol, 53, 333, 341. 

Brook, Lord, 17. 

Brookfleld, 341. 

Brooklyn, 341. 

Brownell, Bishop, 319. 

Bucktnghain, Gov. William A., 255,258, 
265, 280, 282, 356, 357. 

Bull, Capt. Thomas, 81, 82, 98. 

Bull Run, 259, 261, 358. 

Bunker Hill, 189-194. 

Burgoyne's surrender, 209. 

Burlington, 53, 341. 

Burnham, Col. G. S., 358, 368. 

Burpee, Col. Thomas F., 277, 368. 

Burr, A. E., 328. 

Bushnell, David, 210. 

Bushneil, Horace, 298, 301. 

Butler, Col. Zcbulon, 220. 

CaHILL, Col. T. W., 363. 

Calhoun, John C, 314. 

Cambridge, Mass., 188, 196. 

Camp, David N., 308. 

Camp, Major Henry W., 282. 

Canaan, 341. 

Canada, 197, 200. 

Canterbury, 137, 253, 341. 

Canton, 342. 

Capital laws, 43. 

Capitols, Slate, 328. 

Carriages, 119, 287, 288. 

Cates, John, 137. 

Cavalry, First Battalion of, 262, 264, 274, 

278. 
Cedar Croek, 278. 
Cedar Mountain, 264, 360. 
Chancellorsville, 269. 
Chaplains, 283. 
Chaplin, 342. 



Chapman, Col. G. D., 860. 

Charles II., 68, 76, 89. 

Charter, The, 76, 77, 94, 96-08, 112, 247. 

Charter Oak, The, 95, 96. 

Chatfield, Col. John L., 271, 272, 358, 361. 

Chatham, 342. 

Cheney Brothers, The, 295. 

Cheshire, 342. 

Chester, 138, 342. 

Chester, Capt. John, 193. 

Choate, Rufus, 331. 

Church and Commonwealth, 80, 84, 109, 
247. 

Church and town, 40, 146. 

Cities, 240, 295. 

Clap, President Thomas, 310. 

Clark, Capt., 194. 

Clerc, Laurent, 249. 

Clergymen, 12», 123, 124, 140, 180. 

Cleveland, Chaunoey F., 356. 

Cleveland, President Grover, 827* 

CUnton, 308, 342. 

Clocks, 285. 

Cogswell, Dr., 245. 

Coin, 333. 

Coit, Capt., 194. 

Colt, J. B., 365. 

Colbnm, Col. L., 364. 

Colchester, 342. 

Cold Harbor, 275, 362. 

Colebrook, 342. 

College customs, 310. 

Colt, Samuel, 290. 

Columbia, 342. 

Commerce, 65, 140, 238, 240. 

Congregational churches, 20, 31, 34, 30, 40, 
80, 84, 88, 109, 127, 132, 136, 247, 253, 
335. 

Congress, at Albany, 150; Continental, 
184, 196, 199, 207, 213; United States, 
236, 238, 241, 249, 254, 255, 279, 329. 

Connecticut, settlement, 15-20; adopts 
constitution, 32; purchases Saybrook, 
51 ; adopts code of laws, 55 ; charter 
of, 76; union of New-Haven colony 
with, 75-79; boundary dispntes of, 
84; report to Board of Trade of, 88; 
charter hidden, 94; charter govern- 
ment resumed, 97; life of the people, 
115-132 ; towns, 133-138 ; during period 
of French wars, 130-172; cauaes of 
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BflTOlQtlon, 173-184; in war of the 
RevolailoD, 185-236; beeomee a State, 
199; adopU Unlted-StateB Constitu- 
tion, 236; in 1800, 340; war of 1812, 
241-246; adopts present oonstltntion, 
247; philanthropic efforts, 249-263; in 
war for the Union, 254-288 ; Industrial 
life, 284-295; in literature, 296-301; 
public schools, 802-308 ; higher schools 
of learning, 309-321 ; in the lifo of the 
nation, 822-328; boundary-lines and 
physical geography, 829. 

ConsUbles, 35, 337. 

Constitution of the United States, The, 
239,324. 

Constitution of 1639, adopted, 80, 32-95, 
335-330; State, adopted, M7. 

CooIec, Mrs. Rose Terry, 296. 

Copper, 140, 291, 333, 334. 

Combury, Lord, 103-105. 

Cornwall, 277, 342. 

Correction, Houses of, 12L 

Cotton-gin, 289. 

Courts, 248. 

Court, General, 32, 35, 41-43, 51, 67, 102, 
108,100,111,332,335. i$«e Assembly, 
General. 

Coventry, 204, 842. 

Cnunpton, Lieut., 187. 

Crandall, Prudence, 253. 

Cromwell, 342. 

Cromwell, Oliver, 57, 63, 65, 75. 

Crown Point, 152, 168. 

Cummings, Dr. Joseph, 818. 

Currency, Continental, 216, 311. 

Customs, Early. See People, Life of tike. 

Gushing, Gen. T. H., 248. 

Dairy farms, 831. 

Dana, Professor Jamea D., 209, 332. 

Dana, Samuel W., 357. 

Daggett, David, 867. 

Daggett, Rev. Naphtali, 223, 311. 

Danbnry, 211, 212, 237, 288, 343. 

Davenport, Rev. John, 29, 84, 09, 71, 73, 78. 

Darien,343. 

Day, President Jeremiah, 818. 

Deane, Silas, 184, 187, 231. 

Declaration of Independence, 190. 

Delaware Company, 44, 47, 78. 

Deming,Ool.H.O.,364. 



Deputies, 836-880. 

Derby, 14, 299, 343. 

Desborough, Samuel, 86. 

Dleskau, 154. 

Dissenters, 113, 247. 

Dizon, James, 357. 

Dixwell, John, 68, 73. 

Doctor, The, in colonial times, 128. 

Dongan, Gov. Thomas, 329. 

Douglas, John, 202. 

Douglas, William, 202. 

Drake, Col. Albert W., 263. 

Draft, 202, 271. 

Dress, In colonial times, 42, 120, 18L 

Drury*s Bluff, 273. 

Drummer, Jeremiah, 112. 

Dudley, Joseph, 93, 103, 104, HO. 

Dupont, Admiral, 282. 

Duquesne, Fort, 167. 

Durham, 132, 343. 

Durkee, John, 179, 104. 

Dutch, The, in Connecticut, 11, 15, 16, 38» 

49, 63, 80. 
Dutton, Col. Arthur H., 277, 367. 
Duttou, Henry, 356. 
Dutton, Lieut. Henry M., 267. 
Dwight, President Timothy, 43, 312. 
D wight. President Timothy, 314. 
Dwight, Theodore, 297. 
Dyer, Eliphalet, 184, 202. 

BaSTFORD, 263, 343. 
East Granby, 333, 343. 
East Haddam, 343. 
East Hampton, LJ., 79. 
East Hartford, 343. 
East Haven, 343. 
East Lyme, 137, 843. 
Easton, 343. 
East Windsor, 343. 
Eaton, Theophiius, 29-31, 66. 
Baton, William W., 357. 
Edwards, Henry W., 356, 357. 
Edwards, Rev. Jonathan, 296. 
Election laws, 248, 835. 
Election-cake, 131. 
Election-days, 130. 
Eliot, Dr. Samuel, 821. 
Ellington, 344. 
Ellis, T. G., 365. 
Ellsworth, Col. E. B., 2801. 
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EllBWorth, OUver, 286, 280, &34» 866. 

BllBworth, Williani W., 856. 

Ely, Ool. W. O., 866. 

Embargo Act, 241. 

EmigrmtloD, 826. 

Endioott, John, 21. 

Enfield, 330, 344. 

EngUth, James E., 356, 857. 

Episcopal Church, 239, 82L 

Essex, 138, 242, 344. 

Fairfield, 36, 63, 297, 344. 

Farmington, 27, 63, 164, 258, 844. 

Federal party, 245. 

Fenwick, George, 37, 80, 61. 

Fenwick, Lady, 67. 

FerrU, Col. S. P., 369. 

Ferry, Gen. O. S., 268, 260, 867, 360. 

Financial afEairs, 102, 110, 141, 167, 172, 

176, 186, 217, 237. 
Fire-arms, 290, 291. 
Fisher, Professor George P., 200. 
Fisher, Fort, 279, 360. 
Fiske, Capt. Samuel, 277. 
Flsk, Dr. Wilbur, 817. 
Fitch, Gov. Thomas, 168, 175, IH, 180, 

196, 865. 
Fitch, John, 284. 
Fitch, Ebenezer, 888. 
Fitch, Eleazer, 170. 
Five Forks, 280. 
Flag, Connecticut, 197. 
Fletcher, Gov. Benjamin, 99, 100. 
Foote, Admiral A. H., 281, 283. 
Foot, Samuel II., 867. 
Fobs, Dr. Cyrus D., 318. 
Foster, La Fayette S., 367. 
Fowler, Lieut.-Col. Douglas, 272. 
Frauklin, 844. 

Franklin, Benjamin, 119, 160, 177. 
Fredericksburg, 266. 
French wars, Connecticut in the, 110, 148- 

172, 322. 
Funeral services in colonial times, 126. 
Furniture in colonial Unite, 116, 117, 120. 

OaLLAUDET, Dr. T. H., 249. 

Gardiner, Lion, 18, 20, 22. 

General Assembly. See Assembly, Gen- 

eral. 
General Court. See Court, General. 



General election, 180. 

Geography, Physical, 331-388. 

Geology, 332. 

George, King, III., 173, 183. 

George, Battle of Lake, 158. 

Gettysburg, Battie of, 269, 869, 880l 

Gibbons, Edward, 52. 

GUbert, T. S., 800. 

Gllletle, Francis, 357. 

Gilman, Dr.D. C.,80S. 

Ginnings, Sergt., 214. 

Glastonbury, 811, 344. 

Goddard, Calvin, 246. 

Goffe, William, 6^-73. 

Goodrich, Chaunoey, 246, 257. 

Goodrich, 8. G., 297, 800. 

Goodwin, Dr. D. B.,3a0. 
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